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FREFACK

R-EH.DERE of the followiay sty who hore oot wet
armived at midde aze ar= asked fc bear io miod cbhoe
in the days recalled by the tale, the home Com Trads,
on which =0 much of the action luods, hed an mpoctance
that cpn harmlly be Tealized by thare accostamed do ake
sapenfly boal of 1the presemy dabe, and 1o the preser
ndiferance af the paldic to haowest weather.

‘The incdencs naomated aris= mainly oot af theee entmi,
which chaneed 1o tangs Alierselte in the acder and at
ar about the intervals of time bere given, in ke el
higgory of the town called Casierbridge and the oeigh-
bounng coaotry, They were the 3ale af w wile by her
hishret, the wsnoertain harvess which immediscely e-
foded the repeal of 1ba Coen Laws, &nd b€ vt of a
Hpral percocage to the afaresaid part of England

The present editian af the wolume ooplains nepyly B
chapler which bus never ye1 appeartd in any Engliah cupy,
throwgh it was priobed in the serial issoe af the ede and in
the Amtican sdigioe  The ioean wad mdde sl The
inMance of mame guol judges accosy the Ailantic, who
itmngly represenied that the :m:nt edivkap sueffered Voo ke
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FREFACE

emhisewrn.  Same shorer pascages and names, oailied ny
© alteted [or reasons which of kenger exiaf, in the Grginad
printing of both English and Americon edisions, have alan
been eeplantd or imoerted far the Bl Time

“Th# atory ia mare particulady & aludy of e mac's de=da
and chamacter than, pﬂhpﬂ, any mher of thnse induded
w Iy litle Exhilitson of Wheassz hie,  Clysclicais haes
been maised to the Scotch longuage of Mr Farfre, e
seooed chatacier ¢ and one of i fellow-countrmen wen
s far g2 4o declore that men bepaod the Tweed did ool
and newer conild say " wacrld)” “eanpent " sdenimzisment,”
and =o oo As this genil=mac™s prooorciaion io coomedling
Mt seemd 10 my Sombikon ear an eace repetifion of whay
my apelhong implied, I was nol saruck wach she sk of
his remark, and sommebsaw we did ool get any fcrwarder in
the mpeeee. 1o eyt b eesmenibseeed that the Scalehoan
of the tade ix represeoed oW as he woukl appear to odhes
Sroprchmern, bor an be would appeps i penple of ouger
regumis.  Momourer, oo atettipt s masle hersio W0 cepro-
dure bis eotice pronoociotoo phanelically, any mone than
that of tha Wesses peabers 1 Dol add, hoswven
thol this oew edirion of the book has had the accidectal
sslraniape f @ criticad overlooking by & prolessor of the
Longue T-lfion—one of osdoubied sothodiy —in fac
T iz A pencleman whoe adopied i for orgent personal
teascns in the Arst year of his exisience.

Furmhermare, 2 charmiog nan-Scowmish Ledy, af stod
vecacity and adinisted penetcatin, e wifs of @ well-knewn

Cabedanion, came ta the writer sbanly after the dory was
¥



PRIFACE

firvl publiabed, ansd imguired 3 Farfews wepe g draen
Fum her huskand, for he eeemeed 10 ber 1o be the living
poeceaic of that (deubtlecs) boppy man. 1t happeoed. that
I bad nevtr thudght of ber husbaml 1 wWHSEICHNE
Fardrme I okl therefore that Farfae moy b= allawed
10 page, of Aol s & Seocchinamn 10 Sodchnien, 45 & Seneh-

mao b Sowtherner,

T. H.

Felruary 13gg, -






Onz evening of Lt surmes, before the present con-
tury had eemched i Uucueth yearn, 3 pouog ngo aod
waman, the lattmr r,.n.n]."i'r!g a chulcl, mere= a.]'.l]:lTl.'ﬂ.I'J.'li.T.iE the
lnrge villape of YWepdon-Pricrs, In Upper Wessex, on
foot.  They wers plaindy but nae jl cled, though tha
thick hnar nof duest which had accumolar=d cm ther
shoea and grrments from AR ohinesly lang journey leod
a disadwvanuageous shabbincst iF their appoaranca E-
Tei -

T The man was of Ane figure, swarthy, Red skem io
aspect ; Aod le showed i profile 8 facaal sogle so
alightfy foclin=d as w be almeat peprendicular. He
wore & fhort jreket of brown gordoroy, newet than the
povditdar of Tia avir, which waa 8 (ustizn waistcoat
with white homo botens, breeches af the satie, eannedd
eggings, and a stew het overlod mth black glared
canvas, Al his tack be carmied by & loop.? Amp B
rush bwsket, brooe which protreded st one end bhe
ritch of @ 'b.lf-tniﬁc, e _wimhbl= fur iay-bunds being
alwa visible in th r__,ﬁ_:) TlEig easyredd, spnnglrss
wmilk wrus Lhie mlf. tha 3killed covnorpenan a8 Jalinct
feam th TesilEnge-shaodde of the general Jabaorec;

while in 1T|_Turn Andd pIJ.nI; nt earb Inel theo: war,
furtleer, & degped and oynical indidoreaice, peezomal o
limaelf, showing its presssce €ven in Ltbe megolacly inter.
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THE MAYOR OF CASTERLDRIDGE

::h:.ng'in_g' fustian fnlds, now in the Yaft |e_g', now in the
righs, a3 he paced along,

Wlat way really peculiac, Bowerer, io us coople's
PrOpress, 2ol woulil haw= attracted the aitentscn gf BTV
easURl etserver albeewies dpesed te peorloek thoeem,
was the pecioct telence ey praerred,  Tiey wulked
e h'g,' sitde in such a war as to sugmest afar aff the
low, caay, confidensial chiat of poople Tull of peeiprgeing
bt oo cluser view iU oould e diaceqed that e wen
was ceuling, or pre2ending to emad, o tallad sheet
which he kept before hie opes with some difficuly by
e hand than wia possed hooogh the basket seep.
Whether this apparenl @use wers the real CATSE, GF
whether it wore an assumed one b0 oECAPE AR intber-
wourda Uat woald have oo ickdooe Lo bim, oobodsy,
huzt himsall roold have =id predsely; bet bis "I:a.._'-l_',i.-"
viornize was unbroken, and the woman enpoped oo
sooety whalever Frot Jus posence. Vicdualle she
walksd the highmay alone, xave Fr the child she oz
Somctimea she man's bent elbow Almost toached her
shoulder, for she kel 2t elose 10 has sde as wus
prssihle withaol actual contart; bot sbe seemed 1o
Yave oo idea of kaking his amm, nor he of offcring it;
and far [muoe exlubating socpose al his goocng silenos,
she= n.pFut:m:ﬂ L0 enceive IL 85 o ootral I:hi.ng. L] Ty
word st all were uglered by the Lcle growp, it w8 an
werasiaael 'H'll.:iEFIlE:I' of the wooumo o the clubd-—a I'.'Ih:r
£icl in sharet glathes and blue boots of knitted vurpe—
avd the murmured bakdde of the child in reply.

Tl vhieel—almest e only—atioection &f e poaog
womon'y Eare was ity m{r’b‘il'it:,r, Whrn abe boked dnwe
Eadewviaya 1o {h gl she became peerty, and even hand-
seme, pacticnlocly dat in the 2ctun et bargres saughn
slantwise the ruys of the strongly cnlowred sun, which
mwde trapsparencica of bor eyelids and ooatrls, and act
fire an ber hps,  Wlen she gdedded o in the shade of

!'ibe bedge, silentlp thinking, she had the hard, halé



THE MAVOR OF CASTERDRIDGE

—apgrhoae svpresgion of one who deems anphing pas
achl= an the Teipds ci=Tieee 2nd Chanee, cxoept, pethaps.
farr play.  The dirst phase was the work of Matuee, the
serond probably of crilizztion

Tl ehe man and worsan were hosband and wile,
gnd the parenta of e grl o armd, thees coald b
littla doubt, g gther than sweh r-ela.‘.1|:|r.|s|'|i]'.l =ruld
have aeeouned for che atmesphere of stale {amilia=iep
which the trio ciroed along with chem like {nimbus:::,
af they moved down the rod. ———-"

The wift moathy kept her epes fied ohead, though
with btebe int=rest—1he geene for that medler being one
that might have he=n mabdusl al wlmose any spet iA
any counly in Englapd at thin time of the vear; a mond
nedther straiglie tar ceooked, neithee Tevel Tml: Biilly, o
trordered by hedges, toes, and olber vegetation, which-
had enrered the blackensd-gresn stage of odeowr that
the dewmed laaves pacs through @n theie smy to dingr,
fnd vellow, and p=l. The grassy nuepin of che bank,
and the nearsst hedgemw Looghs, were powdlemed b
the dusn 1het had twen stirred cwer them by hasiy
vehicles, the sume duse as 1% lay ob the mad deadeoing
their foocfalla Jike a cepet & and ok, wids the aforesaid
tura] abscnee of conrerzation, ollows=d every cxtemneoga
:nunn:l Lo b heavd,

For g loog time thecd eax none, beyend cthe yoice
af & weak bitd singing & Gitr old ewning sang 1hat
might doubdless heve been hewed on the hill s the
same hoor, amd milh the seflwane tofls, quavsrs, and
Loy, ab anf sunset of Lhat s=san fr centories wntold.
Bur a3 they upproached thevillage sandre Qistapg shoge
and zatthes ceuched (secr s fwdm some clavarsd spot
in that direrripn, as pet seresned fooan wview by Baliage.
When cho nutl_!.'in_g' Tuses of 'r'p'r].'ﬂr.hn-]’rmrs rouald jusk
L cleseried Lhe fapnily aecup owns met be a ounep-heer
wizh his bee on Jus shoulder, and 108 dinoer. b auss
peoded (rom it The meader prompUy Flanced ope

3



THE KATOER OF CASTERDEIDCE

FAny trade duing bets?* ha gnuadieally,
designating the villags in hix van 'I:-}' a ;
beoadsheet,  And thinkimg the labowrer did oot woder-
saod lom, be abded, "Aploong w the hay lrossing
ling? "

The durnip-tistr had alresdy begun sheking bis head,
VUiVhy, =awe the mas, whae wisdom's in bim thal ‘a
ehald come tn Wepdon for a jalv of that sott this time
o prart’

Flhan bs there any hionse to Jel—a lil= sowl] new
cottare just g builded, neauch bke?! oxked the other,

The peesioniat afill maigtained a nogedve,  * Pulling
down s more My naver of W-E_'.'liﬂll_ Thieme w=re five
hosea clrar=nd away §FET Feas, and three 1his; and the
wirlk nowhere b0 go—nog, Tob 60 much R4 & thecched
burdle; dul's the way o Wepdon-Pros,

The hn.}'-tuﬂur, which be |:||!|'r.i|:|1.|:|]' was, newlabed
with fome supsrcilasness,  Ledking wowards the
villuge, he conbinged, FThere is somerloog poang oo
ber=, bnwrer, is ther= oot P

Ay, Tis Pair Dy, Thoogh whet you hese now
iz litle poes e $he clatter #od acwrty of getung
awzy the mooey o' cloldren aod fools, for the real
Yusincss i3 doma eerliec than this.  [ve besn working
mathin Eowtd ot all day, bat T didn't go up=—ad I
"I'waa nn bosiness of mioe.”

The tmsser and his family peocerded on thoit way,
and auob enrered the Fair-ficld, which chewed arnding.
places and pens whers maoy Jundreds of horses and
ahcep bipd beem exhibited and seld in the Fgencon, bat
ware e QN gecas pare kakon away, At preseant, as
their infwroant lud obseoved, bot Lo meal bosinscs
remrained on hamd, the chied I'ming ihe mal= 'b].' guction
of A few inferior animals, (ot cocld pot otherwise be
duopased of, and hnd been absoluiely rfused 1y the
hett=r clivy af I:r.J.-l].ers, wlay cne= and wing r.:r'l].'. Ll
the crowd way demsar now than during the swerning

L |
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beurs, the frveloss conbipgznt of vosiors, ocloding
frumeymen ok G 2 halelay, 2 sty soldier oo twa
bhome on Furdowgh, village shopkeeers, anpd the like,
bindag latterly Oucked in; perstnd wles aclivilic
fund 2 congenat fi=ll amang the pecpkhaws, tap
stands, maxworle, inapircd meneters, disinlsrested medi-
cal wen wlo irwelled for the peblic pood, thimble-
rggers, nick-nack vendozs, and readers of Fate

Meither of our pedesiiang had much heart for thess
thinga, &nd ther looked arpund for 3 eefecshment dent
amoang the mmoy whicl dolied the down.  Tw, whoch
sliww] Tararest i Lham in th= o<hreaos hore of exjanng
sunplight, soomed sloost cqually inviting, Che was
frteed ol v, malk-bBued ovas, and bore red flags on
ita ='|.|:r|1:r|:|i1.; it annoonced o] Home-boewsd I:Inur,
Ne, and Cypder! The other =os lese new; B little
iroae stove-pipe came out of it &t the back, aond in feont
appeared the plarard, 10l Furooty 3old Hear'
The man Tnmr.al'l:.r 'm:ighnf] ih= twn 'imi.-.ri'pﬁ.:m:, and
inclined 4o 1the Broee tewt,

¢ W pi—-tie other one!' said e woown, 43
HJ'I'I.I"H. like 'ﬁl.rmii}'; and s does |':}i1.'.|.'|'.|:1‘.'|1.-I]'.I:1=J' pnd
g0 will pou. It i4 nouriching efter R long hered day,”

El'wa yoewer Lasred el sebd the tan,  Howowor, be
gavE way ti her representatbons, and ther entersd the
farmvicy becth fortheeith,

A fther nuibebiud company afgeared withio, seaved
it the loog mamaw tahbles that mo down the tent on
wach side At the gpper end stod B BLovE, CORERENINE
A champesl fure, owvey which hwsy & larpe these-bepged
coock, sulbiesently paldished roood the om 1o slow thae
it wa5 made of bellmstal. A haggish cresgnte of abrot
fifty precided, in & whit= apeen, which, ac i (threw an
air of reapeciabilily dwver her as B as iU czfesnded, was
made 5o wide as by reach nearly toond ber waibe She
slowly stirmed the oontensa of the pd. The dull seram
of her Lurge: Bpoon was ayslitde theoughout che dent an

3
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ghe thua kept feor hurning 1he mirfuré of romin the
prun, amilk, rasoa, corraees, apd what nos, chas oom-
posed the antigqualed slep in which she cdeabl, ¥ esacs
holding 1he scparaie ingredients stond nna white-rlathed
wable of beaeds and Lbseles chirte by,

The young man ancl woman erders) 2 basio =ch
of the migiure, sicaming hot, 2nd sat down to ronspme
ir al Tcispee,  This waa wery woal ao far, for furmity,
as the woman had saicl, was noonshing, and ax pregese
3 !'l;nd o cogfd be phtained within the faor L1 L
thugh, to thoss wol accustoneed o 0, the Ereine of
wheat, swollen a9 large as lemon-pips, whicls feaiad
onits sprfonos, mi._g'ht have o Aet=reant adecr at firat.

But there was most in that tonf than met the cursere
glance . and e ban, wids the auano of & petversc
rhararser, sonnted it euickly.  After a minring attack
an his bowl, he watched the hag's precesdings from the
cokher of Jus epe, and @aw the gatse ehe plaped. He
winke<l to her, ancl pasaet wp lus Taso o meply 1o Ber
nad ; when zhe ook g boitle from undes the table, :Ii.l]'
maured our a quamkrity of s contems, and fipped
th= aam= inle the man® feoony, The Lgeor poased
in was Tum.  The man as shily seot lack monsy in
Farmene,

He found the nu:n.-l.'u-t:l:iun, tlus :'I.n‘.“lng]]r h&élﬂ, titeh
more tp bis satisfarrinn thnn it had besn io itx catecad
muile, His wite had observed the procecding with ek
uwpeasinesy | bul e persusded lecr 1o have hers laoed
olsp, end she n.‘g:reed w o milder allvwanee afler amioo
misgiving-

The tan ficished by basis, and clled for snether,
1he rum being signailed for in yet strongec proportion.
The afme of jt wa3 so0n Apparsnt in his manner, and
hia wilc but oo sadly perctawsd thas in etecooously
sleenng off the mcks of the licensed bgoorc-ient gha
Lad anly got lntnupths herg amnngst the
rmuﬂ'lm_' @
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Tlhe child twgan to prattie 3mpatiently, and the wife
mare than onee spid fo her husband, ' Michact, how
about owne bediing? You koow we way lowe erouble
in gutling it 1f = clan't go sant

Biut ke turned r deal ¢xr to those bird-like chirpings,
He ralked loud o the company. Tle child’s black
eyes, aller sluw, coundd, ruminating gazes at the candles
when they were lighted, 210 topether ; then they opensd,
theen shut again, and ahe alepe.

A1 e end of P fioue basin the mao kald fAsen o
awsrenaty; o1 the serond he was ji;-'l."in'l, al the third,
argumentative ) at 1he fooeth, the qualitics sigaifiod
by che chape of lis fwee, the ovswicmal clench of his
muuth, 2ocl 1he Bery spark of ks datk sye, began ta
tell in his comdduace ) hi was overbeanng—oven bellmnily
quarepclaote,

The ooversation ook a 'high ;I1,|r|1, 25 it oleen dowx
on zugh orcpsions,  The roin of gocd men by bad
wives, &nd, nrere pacucularly, Yee (ostraign of oaoy a
probosing youth™ high aims and bopes, and the =xinc-
tion af his enesgies, by an early imprudent narmiags,
=% the theemne,

‘I did for moyself that way thoroughly® szid the
truseer, mith 2 contemplative hictarness That was well-
nigh resentfal. '] marded at cighwecn, like che fool
thal I was: and Uus @ the conseqoence o't He
;b-ui.ril::d at hims=ll anocl Emily with 2 ware of 1he
hond intended 10 twing oot Th{:l' the
eahibition.

The YUUDOE, WOman hia wife, why ssemerd aoopstnmed
to suwch remarks, acied a5 if she did oot beaer them,
and coblinued hee inlednittend pravace wonds on v=oder
ades @0 e sleeping and waking chald, whrn was just
big enough 1o b placed for o moment on 1he bench
begide her when che wished eo ease hey zows. Tha
man cantinped— -

1] baveo't mgp= than Gfteen shi.lli:rl.g*.s i the warld,

T
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andd yet T em o geod cupertenced hand in ooy line, 14
E']'ﬂ]]l!."lgl.‘ El!l,g]i:ud to bear owe o the fedder h.lu[nEs:;
and if | were 2. Free man agmn, I'd be wncth 2 thoesnd
prud befpra T'd doneo't, Bt g fellow nevet Bonowa thess
Liitle thipgs oll all chanes of acting upon '=m 1z past'

"Th= aughinneer selling the obd bnoses in the field
culzide oould b heard eaying, ' Mow thie i3 1l Laat
lae—now wher'll pabee s lase loe for & xong? Shall I
say focty shillings#  "Tis o veqy promising bhrood-mare,
a trifle over five yeara old, and rolhing the mettcr with
fhe lwoua ab all) except that she's o litte Tolker in che
hack an«l had ber L-:ﬁqcl:n{rchqd mtl}fﬂ'ﬁ:l:'lﬂl:nf
another, her owp sistor, conung aleng the coad.'

"Fit wy parl I don't see wiy men whoe have gm
wives, and don’t wupt ‘om, shouldn't get nid of 'smo zf
theae gipsy (eflows do their old haoeses” sekd the man
inm ke tent. 4 Why shooléo™ they pot 'em up dod ==l
‘mIm 'h_'g,' auction 1g men wha are jn wantof swch articles 7
Hey? Why, begad, I'd acll mive this minuts if anybedy
would bay b ("

tThares them that would do thet” some nf the
puocts eeplied, Tooking al the woman, who was by oo
meana ill-Gvoorsd.

vTrue,’ Baid % Pmoking gentleman, whose coat hed
Ehe fune " polish aboot e collar, elbows, seame, omd
shoulder-blades that ]nng-e;:unl:inm:d Erirtun: with gril'nj"
surdpces will prochses, and which ia weually mare desired
on furkibus thas an clekhos.  From his appearancs he
bt pm.:llhl]r besn in farmes Hme orm oT oL LT
tn =pme peighbouring county famiky. ' 1'we had my
brecdiogs in as pood aeeles, T may cay, as any man,
b aelcled, Tugd I know troe cultivaton, or oubody do;
and [ can Jeclare ahe's got it—in the bone, mind ge, T
BAF-—ai much &8 any feoale in 1le EGit—=1keugh it may
wanL & lillle bonging vut”  Then, coossiog his lsgs, he
resumed his pipe with & nicely-adjusted gaze ab a puisl
in the air,

8
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The fuddled poung hoabend atared foT o few seconda
wt thos wrexpected prigse of Tog wife. badf i deubre of
the wisdom of his own attitude 1awanis the [asEsEaE
of aach guebicies, Dual be spesdily Lpsed inte i
foome=r coonction, and caid harlsly-—.

+Weall, them, nrow is your chance ; I am apen b an
offer for this gem o' oreation.’

Ehe vwroed e hier boskband and oarveweed, = Mischeed,
you hare talked oy nonsease in pobdic placss belose.
A jake is m joke, bt pon may makes it anc= toa often,
mind '

‘T knaw Y'we =uid i befuge; I ovaot e all 1
wunt i5 o buyer.”

Al the marent & smallew, one Among the last of the
spmmn, wloch lad by chanee foood s way chrowgh an
gpening inte the upper part of 1tbe L=nt, Bew to and o
in quick curves abmwve their heads, cousing all eyes to
follow ic abesneky,  In warchang elet Bicd cilk it mado ia
=ape the gsaembile) company reglect=d o respond 10
the warkmen's affer, and the suhject dropped.

PBur a quarter of an houe Bxoee the man, »ho had
gone on lagng bis furmily oone and inere beasily,
thongh T wea ithrrasn snnng;-m'i riled & zuwrh o jn-
tropiad laper Thar he aall appeared firky saber, recumed
1o e odd 3o, as in 2 elwedcal falaey e iostiseeoc
fetchemg up 1= nr':E:mn.'I ithem=. 'Hem I am Ii.i‘l'inﬂ
t Emow about this offer of mine, The moman is no
gl to moe. Wie'l have hee?

The company hadl 1y this tme decid=dly degen=
miel, Aand the renewed inequiry waF Tetived with g/
langh of appeeciation. The woman whispersd; she
was implering and andaes @ Coow, come, s ge1Ung
dark, and 1his ponsenes =on't dn. IF Tou don't come
#oog, T ehell go withowr vou,  Come !’

Ehe waived and waited ; pet T did nen move,  In
1=n minutes the man hmhe in upan the de=sultory coos

vention of the Jurmicy deinkers with, T asked this
" %
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ueskion, and nabody apywered o1, Wil any fack
Rag or Tum Straw smang y= bop ey goods? "

The womar's manoer changed, And her faoe asaumed
the grim shaper and colour of which mention bas been
mAg,

“Blke, Mike,' 3ad ehe; <Lhis is gellieg serious,
Ob '—too sermous !

"YWel) anytwaly by her 7' zAid 1he man.

'] with somebede would,” said ahe Grnly,  “Her
present omaer ox not at all to ber Laog !

'Wor yoo to mine' said he. 'S0 we ere agresd
abuut that, Ceptletnen, yoo bear P It's an agrocmeom
to part, She ghall take the gl if sh= wanis 1o, and
Ed Lee ways, T teke my 1ools, And g0 my wap.
"Ia simple as Sorplecs history,  Mow oo, stand up,
Susan, and show fnnrm”.'

1Len't, my chicl,! whispeesd a buxom  staylace
dealer in volominous pellosats, wleo st pear the
WoRan ; ' yer Em-d man don't ko what le='s :.'J.}ina.'

The woman, herever, did stand ap. ' Mow, wha's
auctioneer f ' cred e hay.inlaeat.

"1 e, prompy enswrcad -oo shost man, with a
nioce eesembling 8 copper knok, & damp weice, and eyes
ke ntten-dudes. * Wha'll buke an offce for thes lady @

The waman Iooked on ihe ground, as if she owin-
tained her pocation by & pupreme oot of will

A Fuve sliblings,' =0d socne Cose, a1 which chers was
@ kaugh,

‘Mo apsults” 3ad the hustand, * Who'll &7 &

ine?'

Mobady anawered; and the femals dealer in stay
lawes jnlerpserd

'Bobare peesedf maml, goed man, e Heawven's
Tovel Ak, shat & cruclty i5 the poor saul marmed
tol  Bed and teard is dewr s tons figurcs, “pon mr
'wmliun st

*Bet it hagher, ructionser,’ said 1he irasser.
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ETwmo piincas | sadid 1hes suctionesr; ard no one
replied.

'IF they don™t take her for that, N ten meonnis
theay'll hawe Le mive more, paid the hostand. ' Vreey
well.  Wow, aocernecr, add anoller

+Three poineas—going b thres goineas?!' sawl
thi rheamy mwwn-

Mo bidd' sa3d 1he hushend, * Good Lord, why
she's cost mw DEly Boes the moser, 3IF & peoog.
G om,'

*Four puineas1® encd the aweticnoee.

AT el = what=—I woo't 32l Tec for kesa tan
frve,' s03d the hushand, beinging cewn his st 5o that
the basine danecd.  I7IL <21 her for Ave guincas 1o
any moun (Lt will pay e e tacowey, aod trcal Tee
well; and he shall hawe= le=c for =ver, unil oe=ver laar
adght o' me  But fhe shan's go for less,  Mow then—
Ove puineat——and ahe's vouwra,  Suasm, vouo ageecH

She bowed leer lemd with absolute indifereoce

! Five g11:ir|s|_|:,r xair]l the avrbopesr, 1or she'll ]
withdeawn, I anybody give it? The last time
Ye3 or oo

' Vea,' xai] g Igocl waice from the docTeay.

All evea were wwmed,  Stending o she Rangobe
opexiog which fermed she door of The wiar was & sailor,
who, unolaerved by the nese bad acived 1lwece witudn
the lac bwo or three miooi=s. A dead sil=oce Tallowed
hiE afirmacioen,

"¥ou say o dof' peked = Lastaod, aanng
a1 him.

tI aRF B2, Topliced the eailor,

' aving i onre tung, and paviog Ls aaoehee, Whebs's
the maee=y #*

The milnr hesitated 3 moment, 1oohed anew at the
wonlah, catme in, wibkdded five cosp pieces of paper, and
Urew them duwn wpoo the mableclode  They wem
Jhnh:-ql'—li-:rlgllnd. notes fnc fve pe;mmg; 'Ll'pnn thei [mce

I
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of this he chinked down the slubings seveeally—one,
1w, Thres, fnar, five.

The pight «f rcal moncy in full amount, in answer
tu a dallenge for the same Ul Ueen desmed slglaly
hypothedcad, hed o great efect upon the spectatoo.
Their epes became mveted vpon The fhoss af the rhisE
aceord, and then cpob the howe B3 they lay, weighoed
by the shillings, on the tle.

Up ¢ thizs moment it could nac positivelr hare been
acpectad chal the me, 0 spite of Tua tanaliang doeclara-
tiom, was really in mrpest. The spectators lod indeed
taken the proceedings 1thmoghout as o piece of mirthful
irowy careied to cxvremes; and had essumed that, being
out «f wourk, = was, 45 & consequenes;, aut of Temper
with Lhe wnrll, and lﬂl:i.lﬂt:il', an:l hus n=armt kinn  Hul
with tha demamd and respomce of roal cush the jorial
forculiey of he acese depared, A& Jund cobowr scemed
ta Gll the teol, and change the aspect of all tbecan
The mitth-wrinkfes left the lictenees’ foces, and they
watled wath parting L.

' fgw,” saigd the woman, loeaking ke sileoce, sa
that hee Tow dry voies sounded guite boud, * before you
g fublber, Michael, baten te me 1 pou towch chat
mon=y, I and this girl go mth the man.  Mind, 2 3 a
joke w0 longer,'

'A Joker OF course kb i3 wel a jokel® shewied
hec hu:Lnnﬂ, his ressnlmes:l r::u':ug at ler 51.|.EE~EELi.E|:||_
'I teke the moner: fhe aailoc takes pou.  Thaot's prain
crolgh, It hee twen done elsewhore—and =hye ot
.

'"Tis quite on the understanding that the young
wodiads 4 willng,' said 1ho sailor bisndly. =1 weuldn®™
hoct b feelings for e waell!

'Faith, nor 1! gaid her hpshapeg. 1 Hut ste 3%
willing, provided ahe can have the child, She said 19
moly 1he ather day when 1 @lk=d o'’

*That yog swear? ' gaig the sailar to ber,

ix



THE MAYDE QF CARTERBRIDGE

r1 dn,” said she, efter glandog al her husland's
fare and soeing no repentance these,

Fiery wall, ske all have the child, snd tha
berguins cwmplete,’ saill the trusaer.  He losk the
spilor’s noler Apd delibemizly dald=d them, ond put
Uy watl the ahillings in 4 high reomote pocket, with
am akr o Amakiy.

The zrilor boked at the woman aod smiled. ' Come
along1' he aaid kindly, *The little one top—tha
more the memmiacl'  She pawsed forab inswank, with a
close ghance at bim-  Then dopping her =yes again,
and saying nolthing, she took wp the child apd fodlowed
him as be oade wwands the door,. Do rerching it, she
tutned, and polling o har wedding ring, Aung it acoss
e Booth io the hay-trasser's face

‘ Mike," st caid, ®I've lwed with chee 8 coople of
vears, and dad nothing bt tempec Mow I'm no
more ¢ ‘ee; 17 try my Juck elyewhers,  'Twilt be
Leetier (e mc and the child, wdh, S0 goed-bye!*

Seizing the sailocs acty with ber mgha haed, and
moenting the Eitle girl on her B=ft, she went ope of
thee poaet Bebhing batoerly,

A stolid 1wk of concers fled the hogband's fams,
o il, after wll, be had nok quite antopared this eubing ;
and aomc of the guesia langherd

Ty ahe gooad ' he said,

‘Faith, ay; she poos elane epoigh! @id zome
rosties near the dooc

Hp rosa and wefleed to the sotrancs with the caneful
trench Gff one coosdous af s alwholie kad Seme
athery Gpllowel, and they Ktrged ]nnking inta th= twi-
hight. The diffcoenee i
fec e walful Tsatilitica of maskind was

-—-_;;':,;EMLL_L In tontrast wills the

ness of the ack juss cnsa0d wichin the tent wag (he

sipbt of Boveral horses ceossing ther swecke and rubbing

abeh pther lowvingly a3 they waited o patence B La
3
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harnessed doc the lwmeward joomey.  (hutside the fr,
in the valleys and woods, mll waa quicd.  The sun had
recenily 3, And dwe wesr heavan wad lwng s sy
clowl, which seemed permaneot, yel slowly changed.
To watch in wag like looking at szome grand feat of
slagpery frin A dackemed audilorivw,.  In presence of
thin = , after the other, there was 2 oeiemd ipsHmect
o men a8 the blet on an otherwise kindly
univechs ] Bl 38 was pumsasbers] that sl tereeirial
conilitinny wers pntermittent, and that maokind mighe
gome night &= innocently slecping when these quick
ubjeced mete cyring Jood

' ¥Where do the sailor bve?' asked o speoator,
when thiy had vainly gazed around,

1God knowa thalt osplied e tan wle had seen
high Life. ' He's wathout deaht 2 stranger hene”

‘He came in sboat five minules ago,” said the
furmity woban, jobaing the oevt with hor hands an lher
hips. ' And then ‘s stepped Bk, and 1theo "a booked
in again.  Fm not a penny the Tetior far bim.”

‘ Beryey the husband well berighe! mwd the naw
lacm wendrr. ' A romaly respectable bwedy bke her—
what can & man waet motef I glosy in the =oman's
pp=rmt.  I'd ha” done it miveelf—od aend T 1 wouldn'y,
il o hoshanid had behived so b me? 13 ge, and 2
might eall, and coll, HIL his keacom was mew; byt Id
never eatee Dok — npo, no aill the great tompet,
woull JI°

1V, the womsn will be better off” =id another
of & wore dehiborative furt, < For asafaring oakers bo
VETT E\-n-cu:l =h¢|tl:1:' for shom 1“-'"-"'“": andl th=s man di
seem ta bave plenty of money, which in what ¥he's oot
becn gaed o lacely, by all slwmeaggs."

' Mark ioe—1'll oot go wfter her ! mid the tmsses,
n-.1.1|.n1.'i:|13 dnﬁm‘l]y ta his fmat. tLl&{ her gr.-! I
shi's uwp b0 such vagares she ousst sufer [0F oo
Shea'd ot lnsioens 1o teke the maig—7Fidy my I:I:I.I.'i.l'lj.
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and il &t wees ihe doing egain £he shoubdn® have
her!¥

Perhwpa {rom some Jittls sense of having cocntem-
aticed an bedefeaible prooeeding, perbeps becauss 1
was lake. the costomers tuaped away Frooe e leom
shordhy after this epispde.  The man stretched his
elbgwe forwaed o the table, lexnt hia Eaoe upen his
arma, apd w00 tesan v sncce. The fuonisy aellec
de=rid=d b chme= for the ni._g']1.'|:J andd aftee sEeIOy the
num-battbes, rilk, eotn, TREING, &c, that remained on
hamd, Teaded obo the eart, cabe o where the man
rechins).  She shook bim, bot cool:t not wak= him.
As the tent wRa not to be struck that night, dhe fir
conlinng for v ar thres days, aha decided o et
tle sl=zper, who was olaiously no vamp, skay whene
het wua, gnd his Easket wilh him. 'I"ﬂ;l;ingu'ishing the
laet candle, and lowenog be Bap of she tent, sbe el

it, aod doure amay.



LLt

THE moming il wad sirceming twuugh the mevices
of the nvas when the man awoke. 3 wam pglow
pervaded the whole atmosphere of the mergques, and
a uingle big bluc By buzzed musically ouod and rmend
it,  Mremdes the bz af the iy thep: was nat g pound,
Ha looked shout—at the benches—at the table jup
poced by teeaedee—at his Baswet of 1ool3—ar U stove
where the furmiey had besh biled—at the Empty
bwsine—at pome shed grins of wheat—at the corks
whuch doteed the grassy floor,  Among the odds and
enils he descecned a Litile b-hijlillg l.'||'_'|j-|:1.'!, amdd lﬁl_’ﬁ:nﬂ. ik
(E]1 8 It »as his wile's ong.

A oonfueed packute of the evenls of lhe prewous
Evening sueosd [0 Cobe back @ lim, and be thregt
his hand into hus brmslpocket. A mustling rovealed
tha saiter's ank-notes thoast coreloscly in,

This geoond verification of his dim memwries ==§
l::n-e;lmg'h; b koew mow l|.'|=]r ware npt dresmes,  Ha
retnained geaced, Iocking oo the ground far eome Lo
1T musl get cut of this 83 i 45 I cant he mid
deliberately ar lase, with the air of ooe whe could not
cateh his ‘I:hl;\l'.ghL‘l withount ]'.-mnnunr.":ng themy, * Shie't
ol —ia be sure she I5—pone with that soler who
Leroghe hek, Bid e Elabeth-Jaoe  We walked here,
am] 1 had the furmity, and 7om in it—and 501d her.
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Ve, dal's whats lappetied, gl heee am I Mo,
wkat am I tn dn—am 1 scher enuugh Lk 'll:|.|i:, I
weader #° He stood up, fornd that he wus in iy
gl oerditivo [ prapeeds, wochcumiercd, Westl hes
shaulilerml his ool baskee, and foond e cookd ooy
. Then litting the tent drar he emerged jnte the
OpCa Al

Here the man leckel amund mith gleemy ooiositg.
The frechness of ihe September marming inspited and
beaced hime 29 e arcod,  He and hie Exmily had been
wiary when they acnved the night befons and ther
had obesreed bot little of the ].1|.u.-:v=', =0 that he now
bebeld it as a oew thing Ie exhibiced itself as che
top of an opeo dawa, bootded oo obe estreme Ly a
;|1|.n.111=.|.'im1, ang nﬁm:rmrh:d :I:-].' a 'lrin-:h'np; mad. At the
bediom sbood the village which lenk it6 nhme o the
wplind, apd tha anoual fir thae was beld thereon.
Th= spot steetched downoeacil inte vn!h-.}':., anrd anwacd
o acher oplanda, dnttcdr!jr.h--huu:ﬁﬁznd irenched
with e renoe: of prehislots fores, whiols woens
lay unclac 3w mys of 2 newly oz son, which hal not
a5 7et deicd & pingle blade of the heavily dewed grass,
wherte the ahadoma of the ypelow snd red vans seoa
projected far away, thase theowo Ty the felloe of eacl
wheel I:u:irlg :ln-n.g'n.h:d in shapr. to the arhit oFf a comel-
ANl b pipaies and showmen who had remained an
the ground lay soug widum Lheir wafs and tenls, or
'I'I:P]:h.‘:!;l in bnmsexclaths wnder I:|'||.':|'|'.\|I ond were silent
And scil] #a dealh, with the excepoinn of an occasional
Bnore that rewsaled iz preacuce, Butb the Seven
5|¢¢'Pr.n;. had = ﬂngj andl |:|.-'.r|'.;: ol the m].':.ieri.nu.l. hrm=lx
Heat vaprARte own, that are os moch Tike oacs o dogs,
abd ax much like fomes as cate, ales lay sbownr hens
A bitde gue= atarted op ander one of Lhe corts, backed
8 @ matter of prireipde, and quickly lay dnwen ngain,
He was e only posivive spertasor of the hay-tousser's
51t frmm the Werlan Faae-field
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This zeemred 19 nocerd with his desize. Fe went
ot im0 silent thought, unbeedieg che yellomhammera
wlhicle dlieeed aboul the hedpes with aiwa in thenr
kalls, 1ke crowns of (ke mushrooms, and the linkling
ol local shesp-tells, whose wearers had had fhe good
fotiwse Bel 12 be ncleded bn che face. When he
reache a lane, & giw<l male from the srens of the
preqions erening, the man pidched his heslet, and
beant wpron & gase, A4 difficelt protdcrm or two occuphed
has mind.

t1RHA 1 tell my name ke anvbesdy last night, or
didn't 1 tell ry aape?® he sud to himaell; and ac
Last comelucled that Je= dad net. His generat demenost
wag enolgh o shew how he was surprissd and netded
that hig wife nad cakem hast so loceally — as moch oould
Le= aeen dn lds face, and in the way e mbhbled 2 3imaw
which be pulled from the hedge.  Fle krew that she
mudt beve Boeen sonsewhat exeived 1o do this ; suvenwer,
she mun hawe Lelbewed that there woy some sort of
hinding Foroe in the iansection. O thic Tadler point
he el alnwest ceratn, khowing her Meecdem feonn Levity
of dumeter, and e extreane amplicity of ber intedl=ct.
There may, too, have Tx==n r:n.-r.ﬂlgh rerklessness and
reactiment tencath ber ordinary placidity to make her
stlfle any monwentasy deubas, Cia preatus comsion
wheo he haf du.'lu:td, rlu:ring a fuddl=, that be wpield
dispoce of her ga he had done, she had replied that
st willd mol e hing =3y chat mand bomes moe
befors it happened, in the :r:signae‘l. ores of 2 Extalisk,

 “Wet she knews I am not in my senpces when
1 |:|.r_|- thal #* he exclaited, *Well T mose walk alswut
6ifl I God her. . . . Beize her, whe dicdn't she knopo
boiter tham bring me intn thic disgroce ! he roared
putl.  ‘S5he wasp' quect BF Towas,  "Tis like Susan o
show such idiutke sanplcity.  Meek—1lat meskness
hag done me mare harm than the bitterest temper !’

When be =z8 cAlmer, e lurmed to his odgoad on-

1
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riction 1hat be mgst somehow And her and hiz Tilla
Eligateth-Tare, and put up wirth 1 slooe as best be
could.  In owas af bus own making, and he cught 10
bear it Bob first he cetolved o togister an ofth, &
greater oath than be had cever evorn befopz: ad 1o
da e propery b boguiced a fit place and imagecy ; for
there was somellung fetichistic in this man's heligh.
He shenldered his basket and moved on, casling
his eyen inquisitively round upon e landscage as he
‘n-:ulk.ed, and al Lhe cbhstance of thre= ar foor miles
'per-:_:ei'l.'nrl the= roefa ol a 1-'i'4|:|g¢ and the tower of a
chuechk, M+ instantly made towands the laler abijecs
The villape was qoile sull, 0 Lmng thit mobunless
lwur af custic -:l:.'i]:.-' life which Allx th= intenval betrcen
the depatture of the Aeld-lebources to thetr =soek, and
the rising of their wives and dawghees o prepare the
lmesakfase for their cotucon. Hernce hre ceached the
church without ohesreation, apd the doxr being enly
bcched, be enered, The bhep-rroscer depasiled bus
kagiel by tler fuot, went up e move Gl he remched
I.'|'|.-=.|:|.'|r.l.r-:|:i.|::I and qlpﬁning 1he Etr, antered e SacTa-
rinm, wheee he goteeed @0 ool a sense of the arranpe-
nesa fora montent ; then e knell opan the fout.pace.
Drupping his hupsael uprn the clamped book which Iy

WW
tT, Mirhwol Henchard, 4 Lhis oomibg of the ™.

#lxteenth of September, do tak= ao oath hecs in 1his
solemn place that T will avard el Sitong liguors for the
space of tweply yedars to come, being 4 par for every
LT that T lave Lved. And thiv 1 sw=r AL HTh the
hook befnce= me; and ™ay I ke sitrpk diamhb, Bind,

Whett e Twad said 0 oau ol ke big book, the
h:l:l-' ETUMSET amvse, ancd sopme] rolawad at I1.:w‘m5 1:|1.u.-|:.'||:
® skt in R mew diserction.  YWhile atanding in fhe
porch 8 moment, e saw o tack pet of wood amooke
suddenly suart wp from the red cimney of 3 oettags
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near, and koew that the cocopant hed just Jit her firc.
He wert roand to the daor, and the lwuasenfe apneed
1o prepare hine some breakdase for o tofing paymoent,
which was done.  “Then tw starbed gn the peapch for
hia wife apnd child-

The perplezing paswe of the underzking bemme
oppacent seon ensugh.  Thoogh he emmined and
foguired, ang watkeq hither and thicher day after dar,
o Buch chataciera a8 thote be descnbed Bad ang.
wieere bwaen ssun gince the evening of the Gir.  To owtd
i the Qillicalty, he conld gain no ssund of the sailor's
name, A8 moncy wam sheet with Bim, e decded,
ofter some leatabion, to spend e salofs monep in
Th= pmsnr:lr_inn of thia search ; bk it was rq_un.'ll.:g in
vain, The truth =&, that & ceriain ahpness o rowl-
g hia condoet prented  Achasl Henchard  from
following up the 'i.nuﬂl‘:'lpﬁnn with the lond hoeand.
ey auch & pursnit demendsd o repder it efectual
and e mas protably Ger this eesaon thac he obtained
ni clo=, rJ:lnuE]:- everyihing was dune by lum that dad
not involve an explioetion of the circmstanoes under
which he had bast hes,

Yeeks couoted opp w munda, and sl be seanhed
nn, main‘uining himnzelf h'l,r smal] jl}h; o work in the
interyals, By thie time ha had sreved o a ecaport,
o 1ers be deored intelliyemce Ul pecons Abswenng
somawhat to his description bad emigrated o littls time
before,  Then be s3id he would scarch no lenger, and
Uit b wowld po sod selils jn the disiao which e had
had for spme time in his mindk Mext day he staded,
joumeying somh-wesirard, and did ot pRase, eecept
for mghts lodgings, 1l be rachesd {le own of Caster
Lricdze, in & far distatt part of Wessexz



In

TuE laghooad ameo the wilbage of YWerdon Pricts =3
agmin cupetexl with dost. Tie ees bad por oo as
af yores kit pspek af 1ji:n.gjr grean, ard where the
Herchard family of theet had once walked glang, two
persons net ooconnectesd wch dat ety walkod now.

The scene In it hroad aspect had 230 moch of s
prosious charaster, ovon 10 che voioss and mattle from
the neghbounsg vilag= down, 1hat it might G that
matter have been the aftemuon follswog Lthe premoosly
reoarded ::P'isl:rdi:', 'I:lmngq: L Th nn'l:,r tn b= alserved in
deaails ) but bare it was sbvioua that & Tong procession
of pears lad pasz=d by, Ome ol e owo who walled
the road wos she who had figuesd as the yoong wile
of Heactard en the previoos oocesion | new her fpes
had loat mucl of dts eplundity ; lee ekinn had vodet-
gons 2 texturm] changs=; ond thowgh hee hair had nee
loae eclour, it waz considersbdy fhinner then heretodone
Sl waz dredasd in the wovnaiag clothes of a widew,
Her cnmpaoion, alss in hlack, ajp=red oz 2 well
formed young womAn of dighteen, complately possassed
of that ephemessl precions esaence yauth, which is itsolf
te=iuty, Urespeective of complezinn o cpntoe.

A glance was sufficient 10 inform (ke eye that this
waa Suwsanm Henchkaod's growb-op  daughwer, Whila
life's puddke summer had see ks hardetoog macdk oo

i
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the mniters LGre, her Enomer spring-'li'ln:q ='|'.r:x_'i.n'|i|'ii:1
were eansicreed soodesteronsly by Time 1o the socsid
fygure, ler child, tbat the absence of ceram faces
within her mocher's 'I-:nu:uwln:d.gq: from the girl's. mind
wanld have socmed for the mugmeul, 0 one reAecliog
G Pluase fucts, W be & ceovus ioperdzction in Mature's
poweers af canfinnty.

They walwed with puned bande, and % could e por-
ceived Lhae thiy was e act of smple 2fectioo. Tle
claughler sarmiet in her cuter haod = 'ri.l:'h:.r tagket of
oid-Tnshinned make ) ethe mocher A Blue bunpdhe, which
contragwd cddty waeh her Black 9wl gown.

Keadlung the autskins of the rillapr, they poesisd
the zamee teack A5 formerly, and sscended to the dair
Here, bodp, 3t mas evadeal thal e rears lad wwld. Cerain
medanical improvements might have bern npticed in
the egandabonts andd bighfiiees, machines for wsiiog
ruatic srecngth end weight, and o the erections devated
14 shocvtiog fur nots.  Bud Lhe real biesiness of the fir
had cansideeahly dwindled, The new periodical great
markera of neighboudng towns weps begioning toe inler-
fere sendusly wilh the trde tamed oo hecs o centunies
"Th= pans Enr shaﬂp, ihe tirTopes Inr horoes, were abaowt
half a3z long &8 they hed teen,  The aealls o eailors
Loster, coopery, linendmpers, and other such rades
had olmorst cizrappeared, omd the yehiches were far leas
numeeoas,  Tho mocher and dsughesr threaded dhe
rrowd far soatie little distanee, and de=n stoad siEl.

13hy ddicl we hineder oor time By comiag in heace 7
T chought you wished to get onward 2 ¥ said whe oaaden

¢ ¥es, miy dear Elzabeth Jane,' mrplained the other.
*Hut 1 barl a famcy for kaking up here,!

S Why 3!

T weg bere 1 Breat ioef witle Mewson—an such
day as Lhes.'

‘Fiest met with father hese? Yes, yau Jave 1old
me w0 bofore. And 1w be's deowned and grne from

ag
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nsl"  As she spokr the girl desw 3 card from eec
pocket and booked an il wilth a sigh, It wiay @dped mth
Llack, amd inseribexl wathin a des.yn resebling 2 mograc
tablet were the waede, 'En affisctinnals MCRAGEY af
Richatd wewson, marner, whe wis uaforiwnaecly Jost
at 328, in U muoil of Moveoiler 84—, aguesd Borty-
LT years."

eAnd i was bere,” continaed her mocher, wits e
Tesitariday, thal F lawe daw chie celutionn we are going to
Jook fur—r. %icha=l Hencharl.”

' What is his £aazt kin 12 w5, modher T have Jevar
clearly hed it rold oe”

' He 15, wr par—Fwr he may be demil—a crnnection
by marriage,’ gaici ber mother deliterasely.

EThat's cxagtly what you have said & score of viees
befewe ! ' nopled e yoong wopan, leokosyy abeut ber
:mttmtivgl}-. 1 Ele's nok a pear relatnon, I 51]]'.]'-5:51:? ¥

'INok by any ecang”

1 He was a hayamsser, wasn’t e, wlen pou la=g
beard af b=m 7 ?

* Fhe was,

AT aupprme be oewer koew mett Lhe girl aooceoly
oonbnoek.

Mre, Flenchard prused for 8 memest, and answeted
wneasily, ¢ OF cowse wi, Elsabeth-laons,  Hul come
this way." 5w meved ono o enother part of e Oeld.

tIt 95 mot much wse Inquiring here for anfhodw, I
slvonld thank,' the daugk:lee obserred, 25 s ghaed poausd
about " Peuple at Eurs chunge ke e leaves of Loees;
and I daresay you pre the gnly gne heee to<clay whay was
here all thaess poae apo.’

1] am oot 5o oaswre of that,' sud Mo, Hewson, a2
zlyn now callet hecsedf, I::r.nl}' ::,':'ing snm-r.l:hing nngder
A groen bank a Jide way of.  ® See thers!

" dauglver Juoked 1o the direciean agufied. Tl
olfcct painted oot was a tipeb of stecks stuck iotg the
eartiyy from which hung & chroc-leggsd crock, kept het
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by a smouldering word fr= benmmth.  Qeer the oo
stooped Bn old wonwn, hegoard, wTinklcd, end almest
in gy, She aticred e contents of the pea with 2
targe spann, and nrrasionzlly croaked o o braken rosce,
E0oed furmicy Fold hors!”

In was awberd the foooer ousiress of the furmity
tent—ance thoming, Ceanly, whits-aprored, and duok-
ing ™ith moncy—new toocleas, dicty, cwning no thbles
or lLenches aod having aeans any cutlomers secspd
twer small whitey-brosn bopy, whn @me op and esked
for A ha'p'orth, pleast-—gomd measurs,’ which she
aeryed i & moopde of chipped poliow bwoint of com
monest du.}'.

€ She wag hene at that time,' seceened Dies, Wewson,
mwaking a step ay f W draw omrer

*TMant .'r|:-uk to her—ijt jamn™ rﬁpﬂ:t.p.hlcl.’ n:rg:d
the nther.

I mill just aay & wourd—yon, Eleaberh Jane, an
atay hers’

The girl w1 por both, and toreed w some stalls of
ealsursd prints while bar mother went forwand, The
olil »oman bfﬂ-l:ﬂ for the Latter's CUSEDE &3 E0Om kS
ghe saw her, and respanded to Mrc, Henchaed -Mewson’s
pequwest [ a pennmywarth with mose alaoney than she
bacl shawn in pelling shpemnywerthy in her youngec
deps,  When the eordfisw? widew had wken the basin
of tlun poar slop they #ood for the ndh coduoeLion
of the focoer time, the hog opensd m bitle basket be.
hind the Fre, and lecking up alily, whispecad,  Just R
thowght & vum Lo ic P—tmugyled, wu know—aay 1wa
pron'oih—"twill make it lip down liks cordink | 7

Her cusromer smilsd baoeerly at this aorvival of the
odd trick, and shoak ber bewd wiltk 4 oe=aning gl old
wounan was far from translating.  She pretendsd to eat
£ Liede of the furmity with the leaden spoot afcred, and
63 she did e, sard blandly w de lag, *Yoo've seen
Letber daykd '
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AR, ma'ashewell pe By say it)7 responded the
old woowo, rpeoiog the sloiges of her neart Jad hwith
"['re stoed in this fairgreund, meid, wife, and widoew,
theze nine-andslury vear, and in thar tne have Lacgmn
wlwt it was o do Tusness with the cehest stiomachs in
the land ! Ma'am, p:ru’d hardly helirve dhat [ wos onoe
the ommar of 8 geear pavilion-tene that »a9 che artraciion
of tho falr.  Medwdy could ocme, bobuody eould g,
withuut haring o dish af ™o exlennogh'y fimmity.
I knerw the clergy's taske, the dandy pene's tastey T lawemw
the bown's teaee, Lbe eounicp's waste. I oeven knowed
the wat= of the mMases shameless femal=x Kot seize
oy life—the pockd's 0o momery ;) steaightfareard deal-
inga den't being profie-—'na che aly and tha wadedond
thar el oo 0 ihese times !t

Mrs. Newron glhneed round—her daughtar wan still
bending over the distame etafla  *Cas you eall o
miod,' 3l sl @otwesly w the old woman, ¢ the eale
of o wife by ber bushand in your tent sightesn yeaTs
Lo bo-cay @

The hag reflected, 2ol half shook her head. e
had been a big thing 1 shoukd heve mindad it in &
mement,” she aid. °I cam mind every scrious fishe
o' natried partigs, every Buleder, evetry manslaughter,
gven every pockes-picking—lenstwise large ones—that
"t hag begn my Mot to witness, Dk a eellinged  Was
it dova quiee-like

W, y=. T think ot

The ity =oman hall shoek hor head apain,
cAnd yet' ahe 3ad <1 do. Ar awy mre, I cn mind
3 uaen d.-:ﬁng m:-'rm:‘.]l:ing o' the sof—a man in A ocord
Roket, widh a basket of toals ;) but, Lopd bleso ye, we
dor't gi's 3 head-room, we don't, such a3 tlat. The
ohly nmson why I oo mind the man ia that he cam=
back her= tn the nest yeac’s faic, and told me quite
pevAte-Lil: that 3F & woman ever asked for lons T was
0 pay e lad gone so—whers ?—Castesbndges e pm. -

[ 15



Thr MaAYOR DF CASTERGRIDGE

to Castecbridze, said be  Bar, Lowd™ may Lile, [
shuuldn't ha' thaught of it egain 1t

Mrs. Mewson wenld have rewprded the old woman
an far a4 her seridll besmng alforded, bad sha pob dis-
creelly bome in mind that it was by thut vnaorupobaes
presan’y liguer her hugband hpd been degmded,  She
bricly thenked hee jnfocmant, and rejoimsd Elizabeth,
wlra preetsd ber with, |+ Mother, de le's go oo—it was
hardlly respertabiles for Fou to buy rofreshosnts thee
[ 5= none buk the Joweat do

‘T lava lmooed what § wanesd, Biowever” aaid leer
maother r|_'|.|.'i|=1.'l:|r. 'The Mast time gur relatne viaited
thia {Rir he Baid ha was living at Cacterbridge. It s
A e, lomgr way from bere, and af was Busy yesrs o
that he said it but there I think we'll go'

YWith thia they deacemded out of the fir and went
onmitd fo the villazs, whers thay oboinsd o might's
kodgeng.



v

HENCHARDS wite acted for the beat, bt ahe bad
invedved berself in difficudies. A hobdred loes she
lad temn wpan the point of 1wlling ber daogheer,
Elizaberh-Tame, the true story of her Lile, the tmgical
cTials of whah had been 1he tranewciion & ¥Weydon
Fair, wlhn 3= mas net much older Uao de gisl ouw
beside her.  Hgt she hacdl tefrinsd. An ioncos=nk
maiden had thus graxn wp in (he belisf 1hat the pe-
Lrions berwesn the gecial salor and bee mother were
the orboary anes tat they hal always appessed o
Y=, The risk o ¢n|:.'|.n.11.gr:nn£' a rhilcl's stroog offrriinn
by disewibing ideas which had grown with h-:T Eroweh
was 1 B, Henclaed oo feariul 2 thing w eon-
termgdate. It hadl asemed, andeed, fally b think o
making Elizabeth-Tane wice,

But Susan Henchaed's frae of losiog boer dssely
loved caoghiec’s Twact by a cowelution had Liidde to do
with apy wnose ol '!m:-ng-d-:lng on her wn rart. Hrr
Empliciep—the original ground of Hn:-nl:hnrd_a__mn-
togipd Tor bty IR Etltiwed We? T TWe on in the
comvichan ~that Newson bad acquieed 2 mamlly ceal
mng justifable righe &3 ber by his purchase—though
the cxact beariog: and legal Llipite of that righe mern
vogue, It may seem slmnge la goplistacsted cuods
that g same pouog matroo could beliews in the eeeicus-
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ness uf such a iansfer; and were thers not ouseruod
other tnstanocs of the eama brlied the thing might
sgarcely be cbedited,  PBur ahe was by no mcans the
firae or last J=a=nl mxrman who bl .I.'I:“ﬁ'i.uw]_‘.' adlrersd
1o brer parchaser, AE too many raral Tecords show.

The hiseory of Suzan Heonchasd's adwveraurea in the
interm can T=tald inotwo or thres seofences.  Abass
Tntely halpless, she had kezn tzken of to {anada
vhore they had Uwed cavemal yoars withoot ang prost
worldly success, thucph she worked Ay bard as anoy
woman coul? to keep theic coctnge cheerdul and well
provided. When Elzabesh-Tane was abour tecbye years
cld the (heee rmtumed tw England, and setded at Fal
mough, where Howsen made o ]ivi.ng Tor & few Fears us
bomiman and getierl handy shobrral,

He then engaged 1o e Newfvundbod itrade, and
it was during this pariod that Znsen hadf an awakening.
A fiend 1o whom ahe cenbded her history Tidiculed
her grave acceptance of her position ; aud all was asvee
with her peace of mind.  When Newson came bome
at the erd of s witeer ho faw chat the delision be
had o crefolly sestwined lad waousled for evar,

There wax them z time of mdoess, i which ahe
tobd ki hee doubts i abe could live with hdm longer.
Hewaun left booi= aguin on e Newfoundland tede
when the seasnn ame mpond  The news of his losd
At sea a limle later om solved 3 problem which hod
Bevanse feriore (o ber meek conteience.  Sha caw bam
oo more

d Flenchaed they heard mothing Ta the lisge
pukfecea of Labaur, the England of those day woa &
cuntnent, znd 2 mile a gengraphical degees.

Elizahath-Tane developed carly inco wimenliness.
Choe day, & moalh of o aler receiving Jlelligencs of
Fewwa's deal of the Bank of Wewfoondland, wheb
the gk was abons gipktecn, che wmas sitting o 2
willomr chait im the corttage chey Ul secuposd, working
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Pwimek netx fur ﬂ:zﬁ.lh:rmn:n- Her mother was o &
back comer of the same toom, oogegsd in the mme
labour ; and drepping the bheayy wird posdle Fhe waa
Llkng, she surveyed ber dnoghter thooghofully,.  The
wn shone in ab the door wpen the young woman's
hesd and hwir, which was #ocn boose, &o ther the raps
sireumed ints it clepths as into o bazel eopes.  Her
Gz, though somerhat wan and iooomplete, posacised
the raw materials of bapty in & promdeing degrec.
There wad an woder-landeomeoess in Qb ataggbing Lo
reveal gezelf thmug'h the 'pm'ris'm‘n.ll ooryesy of jm-
mabarily, and the casuel dizfigosements thet seaubted
feods the stowiensd vinometances of theiy Lves, She
mu hendenme in ths bone, hardly ee vt bandeome
in the Besh, She peasibly migkt oever be faly hanod-
gotos, woless the cking acodents of Let daly enatenoe
coutd be =vaded b=foc= the mahile= Tarts of ber coun-
Lenance ted eettled ta their finel meuld,

The wsighn of the gl wade her mocher sd—noot
nﬁueh’, Towet h]' l-:rp;iml inlEranme '['hr.:lr Troth were atil]
in thot strejt-waistocat of poverty from which abe had
tred Bo many times b0 be debvercd for the g’y sake
The woman bat Ling perc=ived how z=alovaby god eone
stantly the young mind of her companion was struggling
for enlergement @ and vet 0w, 00 ber miglhtesulh e,
ik sull moined B betl= onfalded. The desire—aaher
ang repreased—of Elizabeth-Tane's heart wes indeed to
Bur, to Bear, and o wndestand, How eould she beeomn
& wimian af wider knowledge, bigher repute—* better,
as nhe tesmed 11—this wan her cooscant 'i.nquir_p of her
muxher,  She sought Turther ineo thangs than athee gieks
in boy positdio ever did, aad ber roolec groatied as she
Ielt she could not aid in the search,

The apilr wap now Jopt to them; wnd Spaan’s
atauanch, religiows adberence 1w hin as har Lhushand 1n
pringple, il ber wiewm had ba=o distothed by enlizhtens
e, wRa demAnded 0o more,  She gaked hersalf
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whether the present mement, now that sbe was & foom
WOMAR ACAIN, Were nokt as opporhune # one 83 she wogld
bod im & work] wlers svecythiop had been so ioppaoe-
tane, for making a dexperate =fort t advanc: Ehzabeth
To pocket her pride and search for the fest hyshand
sewined, wasely ar wae, the bear Iniriatory step. He had
posxably drunk himoself iorg his toml.  But he suaghe,
on the other hand, have had too mach senee ta do 50 ;
Ear in her Ume wath hom he Bad been miven bo Towte
only, and wus not o hakitue] dronkard

At any rate, the propriety of returning 16 him, i€ he
bred, was woqustipneble, The awkwardness of acarch-
ing Ear him Ly in :nl.ighun':ng Elizaleth, a proce=liog
which bher mother conld not endure to contemplate
Sbe hnalky recclved ro wndecake the search without
{.n:ln'ﬁ.ql.'ing' tg the= Eiﬂ. Ler farmer reletsons with Hencebard,
beaving ic to him if ¢hey found him ko teke what stepa
he might chome 1o that end.  This will acoousr kor
their convemation et the !'.a.ir, and the halfindaosed stata
it which Elizakesh wma led coward.

In this wttitde chey prooeeded on their poumer,
Irueting selaly to the dim light alferded of Henchand's
wharcabowda by the furmity woman, The strictest snc-
nomy was inditpecastds,  Somerinoss (hey might have
bern pren on foot, sometim= oo Gumers' wagkobs,
pometimes tn carders vane; erd thus they drew near
1 Cantarlinelge.  Elzabeth Tane discovened to her slamm
that her mather's health wes oot what it onee lad been,
and thero was ever and anon in ber talk thet mnuoca-
fory booe winels thowed thae, Bon Bar vhe i, abe would
nint be very $orTy to quit 8 1de ahe was growing thoroughly
WCRIF of,

Tt wos oo b Fodey svdmang, besr the midde of
HReptember, and jast b=forg dusk, that they cemached 1w
semmiit of & hill within 4 mils of the place they paught
There were highebanked hedges v the oosch-roed haees,
and they mounted opan the grsen torf withing and ot
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down. The apd comisksndsd a full view of the towo

ans! its emiony.

'What zn old-tashionsd place it s2ema to bal?
aald Ebzabeih-Jans, while her pilent moche: moged oo
other ings thao mopography. It i huckdled all -
gother ¢ and it 3 shut in by & square =wll of trees, like
& plot of parden ground by & box-edging.'

Is syuareness was, dadeed, the danciedstic which
mast struck the Eve i1y thiy lnﬁql,:l.u.mr! I;rnn',u,:gh, he
berough of Ceaterbridpe—at that time, recent g5 it
wac, ubtounched by tha Billest spankbe of moderosts.
It w21 compact ma & boxr of domines. It had no
Fubnba—in the cedinary senaz.  Couontry and foxn
mret ab 4 mathercabical line,

To birds of the more smdpg ¥ind {_',:.:Luhn{!g:
™ozt have pppeared on thia fine gvsning a8 B EQOsREC-
work of subdued reda, Browna, gesye, apd enpacals, leld
tegether Yy & cectaogular frache of desp preen. To the
level eye of homanity it atxd s an indistinet mass
hehind a denee atockedes of limes and chestraea, oee in
tbe ioidst of moles of rolubd dewn and coocve Qeld.
The mas became grasdually disserted by the vision inte
towers, gables, chimneps, and casements, the hiphest
glizings stuping keaved and Bosdshat with ethe coppecs
hre they aught fom the bele of sunlit clood jo the
ot

Fromy the eontes of each alde of tdus toeelboond
s[uare Tan oveouss sk, wext, and ooth inte the wide
£rpanes 0f corm-and and oembe to the distance of a
rule or =0, 1t wea by ooe of thee avenuet thar e
pedetrians wer= about 10 eoter.  Hefure they had rs=n
1o prooeed, bwo men passed cutside the hedge, engaged
in BrruDEDEAbYE OonveTsALIon,

‘“’]L}-r !u:ﬂ}'.' cdid E'.i.a.‘ihel]:. [ L] ﬂ.'IE]' :mr.:d.ﬂ!,
tthoa= men mentigned the oome of Henchard in Mhair
talk—the name of our relative?

‘1 thougha 3o too,' add Mry. Hemson,
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*|'nat sueme & hint to us thar be 1x aeill heme!

tY¥rs"

thhall T rum aher thero, and etk them abouot
bim *

'No, iy, ol Mot for 1ke =orld just yet,  FTa
tay b in the woskbowss, ab an Use aoocles, Goo abl we
knpw."

* Thenr maw—mhy shoold you think chat, mother 7

1'Twas just something to sy --1bat's alll  Hur we
must make private inguitigs

Havinpg aufficiently resaed, fhey proceeded on dheir
way at wrentzll.  The dense troes of B aveoos pendeesd
the poan dath @y o tonnel, I:]1n|.1E;h Lthe= [0 land on
vach side was erill under a faint daylight; in other
wordd, they passed down a Bodmglt bermsen two
gleamings,  The featyres af the tnwn had s keen
intevest for Elizsbedh’™s morher, naow that the humen
mitl= came 10 the Jure A% soon ae they bad wandeped
aboat they cowld s that the stockede of goarled Lrees
which (med b Casterbridge oma itsll an Avenue
stanchog un o luw greeo bank or essrpoeenl, with &
diich y=b wigihle without.  Within the ar=poe and Tank
wad & wall mora or lese dicoontingows, and within the
wall were packed the alvade of 1be bwrpler.

Thaagh the two women did oot koow it these
extornal featurcs werr but the amwdent defencea of the
pom, planted as a promenade

The Lemplights now glimmered thmogh the engind-
ling tress, conweving R oacmee of greAt apugmoss pmad
comilon in3ide, and meidenng at the same vooe the on-
light=d country withoot strangsly sobtery and vacant
i mspeck, considering it emese to lifs. The differ-
enge betwenn burgh and champaign was ensased, bod,
by eounde whicls e i=d Tr-n—abers oihersthe
hotea of & brass hand, The fawellen retirmed inte
tha High Stzeer, where thers wora timbar hovses with
vverhanging stories, whose emallpwoed lactios wee
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ireered by dimity cucains on s dowingatring, and
ntder whops barge-hearda old cobwebs waved in the
breere.  Tleea were housts of brick-noggieg, which de.
pived their chdef suppoct frot Quse adjoining.  Fhere
weee  Blate roofs potched wich dles, and tile ooofs
patched wilh alate, wilh cccadionally & peod of chabeh,
The agroculiuc] and pavoml charcter af the people
upon whom the town depended for ity exiatence was
showi by tha clasa of objecia dieplared io the shop
windgwa.  Seythes, reap-ocoks, abiespshers, Lillbeoks,
spades, mattacks, and hoes at ke ircnoonger's ) bee-
bives, burter-frkios, chuma, milking stoods and pails,
htrrake, Leldflagoss, and secd-lips &0 the oeape's;
cart-ropes wod plougle-bamess at the waddler's; s,
whoel-barreers, and millgear o the wheslwright's and
erachiinat's ; hora L the chomine™ § ag 1=
gheers and l=ather.cul @Y, hedgiop glor=s, thotchec's
Enenecaps, plonghman® leggings, vitlages's pattens and

LI |

They cims to & gritled chueh, whos= Degaive
HORTY foweT TIE unlocken intn the darkening ckr,
tho lower parls being illnminaced by the nearsi Tanipa
infbdently o thow how ennplsely the odortar f7am
tha jainiy of the stonework had bee=n nibbled cut by
tima and weather, which had plnied in the crevacca
thust fade Lede bults of stonecrep a0d grass almose
&g for up 43 the very lardements. Fom this tower
the clock stmuck cight, and therepon & belb began to
tell wath & peremprory clang,  The curfsw was aull
tong ib Casterbodge, afed it was wtilizsd by the in.
tabitants mf o signel foc shotting their shops, Wo
sooner did the deep notea of the bell theob betwesn
the hovselmnts dub & clader of slwilesd srose
through the whale lengih of the High Stest, In g
few minutes bosiness ab Cprtorbridge wan ended for
then day.

Cither cdeky siruck might fom time o time—one
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glocmily fram the ganl, anather from the gabl= of on
atmshagse, =ih A prepaative creak of machinerr,
owere audible thay (he pore of the Bell; o row of wll,
wrnished m=eclcks fom the intenor of & cback.
maker's S joined in ope efter encther jost o the
ghatters weea enclozing them, like & row of &crora
delivering their final speeches Lefure the fall of (the
curtain ; them chimes wees heapd slammeeng cut the
Sicllen Marinera' Hymnp s that chronologists of the
advanced sehool were appreciably on thetr way w he
peext hepr ediire the whole tuonma of the old one was
mafistactonly wownd wp.

It an open spacs before the ik walksd & waman
with her grwn.slreves rolind wp sn high that the edge
of her under-linen wea visible, and hee ckirt fucked op
through Fer piocket efe,  She caoned a loal seders her
wrm fmm which e was pulliog pisces of lresd, and
handing {hem to soms ocher women whe walked with
her; whivh pieeca ther nibbled corically.  The sight
rouoded M. Heochand-Hewsen aml her daglier thae
ihey hog an appetite ; wnd theg inguired of 1be woman
for the oeareat bakee's.

1 Ve dwy dx well lock for mannafood as good beed
in Castzcbridge just now,” she aaid, after ditecting thero.
e They can blara thede trompoda and thump sheie deums,
and havs ieic fweanog dioners '—wavng her hand
towariis o pn'int forther -lnn_g the strert, where Lhee bz s
hard coold be secn etAnding in front of &0 dlominaced
Euilding ="' bun we tousn needs ba por-be for want of 2
wholesome crost.  “Theee's lmis good bread than good
be=c in Costerbridge now

*And T3 gooed boeer theay awipes” @ald & men #ith
Big bands in Jus pockets.

' How does it hpppen thepe's oo good boead 7 peked
Mre. Flenchard,

t0b, ‘it Use corn-fator—be"s the mon that our
il and lakers 2l dead wi', end he has wold em
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fgrowed wheat, which they Jidnt know was growsd, 20
they say, till the dowgh ran all over the orena liks guick.
gilver; an thar tha kaved be 5y Aar a8 toad:, pnd dike
auet pudden ansiske.  I've b==n a mfe, and I'vc befn g
mother, end | pever see aoch wnpaincipled brmd in
Craterbridpe a3 rlos beforewsBut vou must be o ozal
stramper bere not to knuw what™ ouocde alY Cee poor vobke
Flim Lke Hrwed hilethery this week ¢

1 am,' spid Elizabeth's mother shily,

Mot wishing w ba clueved fucther LlE che loes
mote of ltc Futuce in this place, she withdrew with ber
dasghter from the spoaker's side  Getting & eoupls of
btacgits a6 the shop indicaled a5 & temporary subsditals
for o mwal, they next bent therr etept dutcinetively to
wher the music was pl.:l.].-ing',



¥

4'54, FEW poore yards brooght them 10 1he spol wheea
the town band was now :lilu.ki:n.g the windpw-pares with
the sireina of © The Roasé Deaf of Old England.”

Tlee buwdlding belore whose doocs they bad pmoched
their music-stands was the chisl latel in Casterhodge
= namely, the King's Arms. A specious bow-windoo
prajected into the street owsr the man paslics, and
from the open sashes came the lalble of vices, the
pingle af glasses, and (he dmewing of corks.  The
blnds, momever, bang lee ooelosed, the wlwls interor
of thia peom could 1= surveyed frem the Lap of soms
steps opposite, far which reason a knot of tdlers had
grtbered Uees

LR T m'iE'hl:, |'h:'rh=.pu:, after nu, mzke g Few i:nqui.rid
about—our relation, M Henchard," whispercd M.
Fewwem, wha, tice ber enloy ole Caarerbodge, bad
e hnngd_',r weak ond n.g'il:at:d. 1 Andd t'h'i:l, I
think, would e p good plase 27 tnfing ft—just 4o pak,
vou kngw, how he slands io the wewwn—if be B herr,
ad § think B2 woust b= Yoo, Elimbeth-Jene, had
betiee b the coe to do it, I'm too wom out to de
anything—puoll dawn your falk Ao

She mat down upon the Jowest step, and Eluzbeth-
Jane obeyed ber direevony and stocd amoog the idlers.

*Whal's goisg oo to-might P! ssked (he gid, after
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wngling wut An odd man, end standling by kim long
enbugh to acquire & neighboucly right of conwerss,

" Well pé ouM b & stranger siie’ sald the old
nan, withogt taking his =yea from the window. ' Why,
i m great pakdic dinrer of the gentle-proples and auch
Like bading wole—wa' tbe Maypor in the chaie, Ao we
plainar fellows baint iowvit=d, they leave the wiocer
ghuttces open that =& maf got jist R sepee ot cul bere
IFf you muoonl Qe Meps you cap gec ‘s, That's M
Hmul:.:udr the Mu}wl at the= eod of the I:a.l‘.l[e, a I'.l.l‘:'ln.g
vye; el that's the Croncl men rght and Iefr. . .,
Ab, Jota of them when they begun il =0 np more
than I L= oowl®

+ Hzpchard ! maid Elizabeth-Jane, sumrised, bot b
no Deen Auspectiog the whale feroe, of the tevelabon,
Eli= asiended Lo the tap ol the Soor-deepa.

ITer mather, I‘Jlﬂ-'uﬁl'l her lead wax lm:d, had
ready canpht from the inn-windoe tones that strangely
rveled ber alteotioo, befors tha old man's wonds, ' Mr,
Hi:nrJ:l.n.'rl:], thee H;:irqlr,' reach=l bey #arxs She AT,
and stepped vp d0 her deughter's pide afF eron e he
caald de 20 witheun slevmbg excoptional sagerbheas,

The intzriar of the hotel dimingaoom e spresd
oot before her, with its tables, epd glss, end plade,
apd Lemates,  Faedong the window, in tha chair of
dignity, =t g man algyl by yaar of age; of bevyr
fmme, In.rgn: traturey, and tnmmnﬁhg' ‘I.'l:-'in:j hia
promral todd being ralher ooarse than compact.  Ho
Tt a nch eompletion, ®hich verged oo awsirthioeas,
s flashing black epe, and dack, ushy braws 2od hair
When he indulged in o cocasiopal loud laoph ot some
bemark arsing e guestd, his Arpe month pared B0 fur
hack az o show to the @y of the chand=ler = Al
Foote a7 mere of the fwgand-thirty sound white tecth
thae e akwdowaly sbill eowld boast at,

Trat langh was oor encourging 1w tangers; and
bemce it may have besn weil that @t was mrely hesrd
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Magy thearics might hare been batlt upon it It &l
inm well wilk egojeciaees of 4 temperanuent which sould
hare no Mty (e wWeakweet -bof would be meady 1o yaell
ungrudging rdmimtion to greatness and steength,  Its
procducer's pereanal posdress, ¥-be had any ™ would ta
of & wery fithul o1—an woooons] almost oppresuam
gernercsity cher than o mild and convent kindness

Susan Hemncherd's busband —in Liw, ab heaat—dat
befmre them, matursd io shape, soffened bo bne, ex-
aggernted in trwics ; diagiphined, thought-marked—in &
wotd, aider,  Elizabeth, encombered with oo meoellsc-
iions o ber mothes whs, mganlsd oo wlib oothing
more than the kegn curpsity and interest which the
disexvery of auch wnexpected mcrial stending e the
long-sanght relitve nalecally begor. He was de=sed
in &n ald-eshipred r.l.'En.'ing' amit, an STpans of Trilled
- ahirt showing oo hia broad breast) jewelled stwde, amd
a heary gold chaio,  Three platses sioad st Bla righr
hand.j ka1, 3 his wife's surpoise, the twa for wine weme
etupty, whila the third, s tumbles, was hlf full of wucen

Wheo last she had seen loow be was ailling o a
corduray jackee, fustian waisicont and hmeches, and
tanned lsather leggings, wich A taesin of hot furmity
hefrre him. Time, the rmg]-:i.tn, had 'lr.r'|‘.“lu.5l|.t muach
here, W.:l.l:ching him, amd thos l.'l'l.'inl:ing; of past raps,
she becanet 8o reeved thet she shnk back against the
jamb of the Jdeep doorsay to which e steps gave
Acczps, the shadaw from &t cnnrenienﬂr hi-.'l.'ing' ter
fegiured,  Sho forgot her deoghter, HI R touch Fom
Ebzabeth.Jao= arcated ler. ' Hava you ssen him,
mothec 2! whispered the g'i.rl.

%oy, w5, anawerod hier compenion hastily, '
have 2een himn, aond il 05 =ecugh Bt wet Now I ople
wzob to g —pass away—die”

‘Whyp——oh what? " She drew closer, ARd whiapered
o ber mocher'a car, ' Eaoes 1 seem to yol e Lkely
to befnend wap I lhuugh‘t te lock=d o FrnErooa mon
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What a gentletin be g, isa't ke # apd how hia diavond
almis shune]  How stmope lar you shoeld lave aaied
be might be in the stocks, or in the war o
dead]  Did ever snpthing o more bBF contmries |
Why do oo feel au afmush of oo P T am potb e all
Il @i upan him—be mn hut 3 Jrl:u: doo't vwo auch
memote im!’

1T doo"t koo at all— T can’ tall what ea asl sbaue
1 dexd zq doun,’

'Tiem't be that, mother, now we have pot heee snd
alll Feue ther= whem you be a Litgie wlijle—I wall lock
oo und find gt moee Ahaut him."

1T doo't thiok T cen crer mect M1, Henchard, e
13 nast Bow T thooghe Be would be-—-he OYETEHIWEES nul
I dem't wish 1o ame him anyp mare”

*Hut wait & [tle fime and consider.”

Elizabeth. Jame had never bean a0 mwch intecssied in
anything in bec bEe ax in their po=s=of peastion, pacly
from the paturs] clation she fedt at discovering hersolf
akin to a2 coarh; and ahe paiesd again eF the oo,
The ypookger guests wene lhiog atd sivhg wath anima-
Hoo ; thear =lders wers ssarching foc Ht-hits, and sniffing
and grumting ower their plates like sows ouszliog for
wocrt,  Thees denka ssswed o be saceed o the com-
Poy—rpaort, sherry, aod mum ; cutole which old-estab
Lished winity fow or oo pelates mngesd.

A mww of ancicbt mavomcrs with greund figooes on
their :i.d.-l"_'l_. and e=ach pri.mer] willi & ISP, WS T
Placsd down the whle, and these were prompdly flled
with grog at such high Lemnporalues a5 o0 Taise BCOHLA
conpabderatians Jur the actckes ezposed 1o ite wvapowo.
Pyt ]:'.]i.:l.l:ruth-]:n& naticed  that, thuug’h thin E|I]i.n5
went on with great promptocsa up amd dowo the
tabde, wobody filled the Mayor's ghacs, whoe atill drack
l:rp_'e qumr.i.tiu wof mater froah the muchler Betund
the dump of crystal vessely intended for wina aod
apirita.
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*Ther dopt Gl Mr. Henchanl's wine.glasses, she
wenbueed to #2F7 Lo ber elbow eequaintAnce, che ald
A,

1h no; don't pe know him tn be the oeiebrated
mbetaining worthy of that name ?  He scoms all templ-
g liguarsj never locches nodung.  Ob oy, Le'va
srong i.'ll.l.l].'il'.ir.s that way. I hove hemrd te=ll thot he
sware B gospel oath in by-pona times, and hae tede
b 1 e since.  So thew don't press lom, knawing
it wguld be ynbecoming io thy Bee of that; for yur
grspal eath 13 a sericoue thing”

Aranber eldedy man, beanng Uua discowrse, bow
joined in by ipguirng, 'Heow much longer hare he
got 1o auffer from it, Solomes Loogpwars @'

‘Anplher twa pear, they aay. I don't Inow e
why and the whersfore of his Gxing woch & time, Eic
'a never bax wwd aoybody,  Bub “tin ezactly twn
calendlar yeary bongee, they sy, A powerful anind o
hatd out 5o long 1"

*Tewe, . . « Hut ibeoe's gmeat awmcngth im hope
Knowing that in four-wnd-twealy months tine ye'll ba
out of vour bondege, and ehle to make up for 2tk youve
auffered, by pavtaking without stoe—why, it kesps &
man up, og dculbt.

! Ho doubt, Christopher Conery, uo doubt Apd 'a
mual need auch reflections-—a lonely widow man” said
Loogway.

' ®hen did be loae his wife? ' asked Elizabeth,

‘T nevar bnowed her  *Twas afore be came bo
Casterbtidys Solomon Longwuys replisd, with ter-
munative emphasis, af i the fact of his ignomprs wf
Mo, Henchard wers sufficient to deprive ber history
of all tbeeyest, 1 But I know tha '2'% & bosded bewe-
totabler, acd that if gny of hin men e erer so bode
avertook by A drop, he's do%0 upon "em a6 R a9
the Lord opom the jowial Tewa?

"Haa be tushy oumn, ¥an 7! pid Elimbeth-Taos
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*Manyt  YWhy, my good maid, he's the powerfullest
mwembear of lhe Town Counal, aod quie a2 pongpal
man in the coupiry Toand besides.  Mever 2 hig dewling
iy wheat, barley, oece, hay, rosts, and soch-like bot
Heochards gut 24 hond 1o e Ay, 2nd he'll go anwe
pther Illjnga tnn; andd that's whers he makes hic mis-
fake, Hr worked his way op {Tom nothing when 'a
cume lere; dand now le='s & pallor of e towo, Mot
hut what he's 1e=o shaken s Litthr to-w=ac about this
bad com he has supplicd In his contrAcds.  I'we soem
the sun Fse ovsf Duetewer Moor lese nioe-andausy
year, aod though Mr. Heandard has nperer cussed me
unfricly cver mines I've worked Jor'n, eecing I be Tut
Uede gmsall osan, I mowse say thee T Teve newer beldrs
tasted such rough Lmasd e has been made from
Elenchard's wheat Lately,  'Tis that growed out that
yir could &'meost cell il male, and chere'a a liat ab bareors
' the loaf as thick gy s sole of one's shoe !

The band now sirock op encther meledy, and by
the time it was endoed the dinner wea over, wed
apaaches bepan 10 be cads,  The &vening Beiog =lm,
and the windows still open, thess omtone could be
disrincely heard,  Henchacd's woice aposc abowe 1ha
redr; 1 wae telling & atory of hie lay-deduegy wepen.
ences, in which ke had owtwitted a4 sharpec who had
bexn tent ppan piatwitbing him,

‘Ha-ba-hal " responded his apdiesse at Che wpshior
of the stocy ; and hilarity wag generad tll 3 new voice
o with, *This i3 gll very well; bat how sbout 1he
bad becad #°

1t wme fruom the= lower =nd of the iabls, =hers
there st a greup of miper t@desmen whe, lthoogh
part of the company, appearad to be a Titls belaw the
ancul level of el oalodrs; dnd wier seemed W noensh
& cerain inlependence of npinion, snd camy on dis
oasHnns et Quite im bermeony with thoss &% ¢he head
jost we ths west end of B cliweeh i8 eometacet pet

o it
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gistantly Sound i :in;g oot of Pime and tuoe with 1ha
keadling spirits in the chanecl,

Thit ertuplion aboot He bad beead afforded
infinil= =tinlaction 1o the 1r_||.1ngm nuf_'l.:'ﬂ; peveral of
whom werc i1 the mood which finde ila plessore in
orhers' discoapbrors ; &od hence they echotd pretty
froele, 1 Hev | Hrow about the lad bhread, Me Bawor "
Marcover, fcling none of the seatemints of thoss who
abured s fsast, they oould adfoed o wdd, © You rather
ought La =l the story o that, sitL”

The intermuption =re pufficient to compsl the bMayor
Eer 1ities it

Well, [ admit thar the wheat tamed oo bwdly,
he said, *But I was taken in in boying it a3 much
it the takes who booght i o o’

1 And the poor falk wh had w sat it whetber of 6g

2" “maid the inbarmonioss man outside the window.

r

Heneloirl's Biee darkened.  Thep: was tamqer andey

* the thin bland surince—the tempar which, acuficially

inteosificd, had benished a wife nestly a soore of =y
belrre,

1Vry myust moke allpwano=s for the arcidmts af &
latge bupiness,' be ehid, *You wust bear in oind
that the wearker |ust st cha Twewest of et com was
worae thao we lave knocwn @t for ymoa. Howewer, T
have mendsd my epwngements on Aoooont o', Sioce
1 have found my busincas too lirgs to e well Logked
afrer by el alome, [ bhave advertived for & therough
good man as manager of the com departmant.  When
Tre got him pon will find these miatakes will ne Innges
corur—roatters will be hetrer looked sain!

“But wlal are you gring to do o repay ws fir tha
panii’ ingquirsd the man whe had efore pokan, end
who seemed to be & baker or willer, < WQE you re
place the grown Goue we've still g by soond goin '

Heodurd's Bure had become 16l more sierm ot thess
interroptions, and he drank from his tuoobder of wisy
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i* il 10 calm hiensell or gain toee, Ioatead of voucle
anfingr @ chirect reply, he stiMy chserved
' If anyboady will Mell s how W0 loth grown wheat
s whodesome wheat, I'll take if beck with pleasore,
Bt it =an't be dona
Hmﬁuﬂ]mnﬁ!mlﬂdﬂwu:pht Hl.'r.i.ngﬂ.'iid.
this, hee 3% dowm,



vI

an the Zroup cutede the windgw had witkdn the
Last few minutes besn reinforced by new arrivels, some
of them eespecable shopkespecs awd cher atacstases,
wlo tad come oot for 2 whiffl of air after pottog op
the shuatters for the pight: some of them of o Iower
claas, Dhstinet from cither chers appearsd 8 stranger
—a wiung man of reoakably pleasant aspert—whi
cacried 1n his hand p carped-beg of the smett foml
pattern prevalent o such articles at that time.

He wos fwr aod maddy, boght=yed, aod slight in
build, He might possibly have passed by withoot
slapping at alt, or gt maat for halfl & misats o ghascs
faar Lhe seenee, Lad ned ldy weveot oconoded with the
dizcussipn on gren and hrmd; in which evept this
higtory tad never been anacted,  But the aubject
gegnsd 10 atvest bith, Ancd b wlospered soowe Ingoides
o 1he nther bpoders, and mmained latdning.

When he heard Hernchard®s clocing words, "Ik can®t
be dome" ha touled impolawsly, doew ool bt pockes
Loxk, and waolz lown o few wooda by the aid of the
light in the wipdew, He tore cet the leaf, flded and
diroesed jt, abed Beefsed abewt 1o theow 3 b throegh
tha open sish upoo the diming-tabée ; but, or second
thoughte, sriged bimself throogh the lodwcers, £l he
reached the door of the hors], whee ope of (he waears
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who had been s=rmng ioxide was oow idly Jeiniog
azAnEL Vhe door-past,

EGive this to the Mayor st ohon,” B 32d, handing
in hiy hasty mote.

Elizpbeth-Jans had eeen hizs movements and hezed
tha words, which attracted bar hoth by chedr subject
wod by th=iy Accent—a strange oo e thase parts. T
was ruuint and parthecly.

The writer toak the note, whiles the Foung Mranger
OB LEE ] —

TAn! con e tedl me of & mpu:l:.'hl..: boted ¢hat's
& little more mederats chan thia ¢?

The maiker pluveed indificresdy up and dowo 1he
mbre=zt,

ETher say the Throe Marioers, juar below hers, i
a very poisd place,' L Languidly answensd ; ‘boe I have
n=ver stapsd thers myselE”

The Scotchman, ae-he seemed (o he, thanked him,
ardd aerelled on ib the dirsction of L Three Mannen
wuresaid, apparently moee cooremed about the ques
Han of an fon then ghagt the fute of his noke, pow that
tha momentary impulee of wiring it wea ovee. VWhila
he wad desappeiring slawly dowo thie sbee=t the waiter
left the door, ard Elizaketh-Jane gaw with pome interest
the pote brought inte the dipiog-meom and hendsd to
the Mayor.

&  Henchard looked at it carelesely, uofolded it with
g honedd, and glanced it shrowph,. Thercupon it was
CUriole Lo notd an onecpecied éffoct The nettled,
clonded aspoct which hod held passessinn of bis oo
sinne the suhject of his comn-dealiogs hed boen beoached,
changed itsell into ono of areavied ileoson.  He m=d
e note alowly, and full jote thought, not moady, but
Nitfully int=ose, ax that of a mao whe hes becn captoned
by an ides

Bj' thie Gece toastd and spal:rl‘l::l. ha-d E|1|'\-l_!'|'| P]-Iﬂ.'. [[]
sotigt; the wheat subject being quile Forgottcn.  Man

15



THE MAYOR OF CASTERBRIDGE

were putting their heads topether in twos and threes,
tetlivg good arobes, with paptomdmic laughtesr which
teacked coorulsive grimare  Some were beginning o
Took ma §F they did not know how they hed rome thene,
when they tad come for, of how chey were golng to get
heme again; and pmwsionalky wat on with o dazed
amile.  Bquare-bwill men showed 8 tendeney ta become
Lenchtacks | meae with & dignified presence lost & ina
Cucioies u!ﬂ.iqu:il!].' of F.|£1.|.r:, io wlich e fadpored
d'ia.nn-.m_g'ﬁd ard one-sided ; whilst the heads of a I=wr
vha had dincd with extreme (thoroughness were some-
low sinking iom thar shoulders, the tomens of beir
meith end eyes 'Ix:'i:ng' bt upw:pnh: h:r the su'bzidenc=
Ctnly Henchaed did ned confomm to these Semooun
dung=: le mmained surely dod  wenuocal,  wbetily
thinking-

The clock ctruck age.  Elizabath Tane burned te her
tompanion. | The mveniog ia drawog co, mothet,” she
sid. "What do Fou propoes (o Jod’

Hhe waa gurpriaed o furd how ireesodute her mother
had become. ' We musl etk [.l[:l.-l:-l‘.'- i 1 dowd ik’
she murmured. ©7 hase seen—Mr Henwhand ; and
that's all 1 wannsd de do'

"That's enoogh far tou-oight, o any mte,' Elizabeth-
Yane replicd soothingly., *We can think tomooow
whal is besl b do about Yk, The queation now i—
15 it not P—how shall we fnd & lodging **

Ag her mother did not reply, Flizabeth-Jane™ mind
reverted 1o the wormds of the waicer, thae the Thres
Marinérs waa oo ino of modembe chargps=. A rocom-
mendation gead for one person was protably good for
ancthet,  * Ler's go whets (e young man bes gone o,
shesaid. 'Heis :lupﬂ:'.:JJ]L Yl Aoy yau aay r

lar mother sasented, and dewn the street they
went,

In the oenlm= the Mapor's thoughbtfulnes, an-
gendersd by the note g8 snted, conlinued L hold o
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In abatraction ; til, whiaperiog to bhic neighboore to lake
has :|‘.'l:l:3|.|:l=I be found up[.nu.rtun.il]r to Jeove e elair.  Tlas
wa5 juat after the departure of tdn wife and 1izabeth,

Outside the doxr of 1he fszcmblr-room he saw the
waiter, and bedkooiog b Lim, ssked wlo brought U
pote which had besn bancl=l in 2 yuarter of ao hoor
T b

‘A young omb, dr—ea soH o travellar, He waa a
Seotchman seemingly.”

* Thd he say how he bad got it "

“He weots it hienaslf, air, as b ctood ouwiside e
window.

* Cih—wrobe it himeelf. . . . Ir the young man in
the botel 4

‘Mo, sirr. He went to e Three Manneos, [
Telicre.”

The Mayor walked op and dewn dhe yevbaade of the
hectsl with his hancds vocler his coat La.i.1.-:r ax il be ware
merely seeking & cooler almesphere than that ol the
oo he had quicted, But there oowld be po downds
that lxe was im rembicy sl poaumsed we e fell by the
pew jdea, whatever that might bee AL Tepgth he went
bwek 10 the door of the dining-room, paused, and foaned
thae e gongs, oasl, and coovemation mere proceoding
quits ratidfctonly withvut bis presence. The Curpor-
tion, private reaideoly, and mejor apd mincr tredosmen
kad, im fact, goon it for comforticg bowerages fo qucly
en extenl, that they had goite forgeti=o, oot ooly Lthe
Meyor, but all thows wmpt patifical, mligions, and sooinl
dtiffarenres which they felt neccssary to mamtain in the
daytime, and which sepamte] whem bks o grills
Sering this, the Mayor tgok his bot, and when rhe
waiter had hwlped him oo =ich & thin bollend overcal,
went oot and bl weder the patuco,

"irerr,r formr [ETIOTS WET N in the street; and hia
cyes, by & sort o attmachion, tumed and dwilt upon a
spat abcut & hundesd yards further down. [t waeg b,
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himpae to which the writer of the pote had gooe—the
Three Mariners—whow twe promioent gabled, bow.
windse, and padmagebphl eould e peen o whem
he stond.  Having kept bis eyes on it for w0 while, ba
stralbed in thet direction.

Thad atsrant hoose of Lecmnmedlation for man and
beust, now, wnbertunately, pulled down, ww built of
mellow sandstone, with mullioned windows of the sume
material, tarkedly out o pergpeodiczlat fimds the seetbe-
mrot al Eeunrdations.  The ey windaw projecting into
the sfrect; whose interior was g pepulir amang the
[reawetars of the int, was cloded wath slciers, 10 aah
of which appsaresl w heartahaped dpertom, somewhat
more attenuated in the righe end Peft ventricler than is
gintty in Marute,  Ihwids chess illuminsesd hwolea, st a
tlistanc= of abwout thres iwches, were ranged ae this hoor,
#1 evoTy passer Xiew, the Taddy pole of Billy Wills the
glagier, Smprt the shoemaker, Bozeford the gederal
dealer, sod etherm of & secondary a=t of wothios, of
8 grRds somewhat below thet of the diners st the
King's Armn, each with his vard of clay.

A furcentred Tudor arch wet over the shibinee,
aod over ¥he arch the signboerd, wew vwisibke in the
uyd of on oppesite lmp,  Horeen the Maciner:, who
had Le=sn repremeneed by che atfief &4 pareiod of 1wo
dimensione onlf—m cther wopdy, Ak a3 n shadow—
webs Manding in a cow in paralyzed attiodes, Being
om the sunby side of tha suesr, the thoe ol
bnd auReced largely frem warpeng, wplittiog, tadimg, and
ahripkage, mo that they were but s halinvisdible film
vpon tha reality of the gotin, and koot ind rnouls,
which compoweed the fgnbokcd. Ad & matter of fact,
this state of things way not s much owing to Stasoidge
the landlurd's n=glecl, a4 foes the ek of o peinter
in Castertridgs who would wndertakes to tepmoduce {he
fezafuren af men so {raditional.

A loog, nartoe, dimohelit peisage died sicely 1o W
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ion, within which passege the horses peing koo thedr
gralts ar (he ek, and the coming dod depamine hansan
guests, rubbel shookders inddscrimirately, the e o
ning e Blight tick of havipg their togs Tedden vpon
tw the aninalsi. The pood sskling snd the good
ale of e Mannears, though somewhat difbcalt 1o reach
on eeoount of thers teing bat this rarpw way o
boch, wemn wevetthelesa peeseveringly seughe ouc by
the mpacioos okl beads win koew whar was whae n
Casterhridge.

Hepchard stond withoot the inn for £ (ew insianta
10 lowenng = digraty of lus pres=nce a3 ouch sk
prsltle by battoning the hmen-bollond eoat over bus
shict-feont, and in acher ways toning himeelf down to
Mi onlinary evsryduy appearavcs, be estered (Ba ino
.



wIT

ELIIA‘EETH-]AH’E and lr mather had oreived soma
twenty minglex eaclier.  Chatside the house they had
sood and congidered whether even this homely plaoe,
theugh recommended as moderae, gl e be ton
aemioqn in ita prices foc their light pocksts,  Finalky,
haweyer, they hed found covegs o enter, el duly
med Sranpldpe, tha lendloed ; & slent man, who dres
Rr+d mrmied frothiof messur= 1o this rgom and 6o vhat,
gboulder 1o anoulder with his #Riting-maids —a oately
slowness, however, colering atlg bit mioivrasons by
conimat with theims, as beame one whose service way
pomiewhat optieral,  In would heve becn sltogeiher
optional boe for the ordera of 1he bndlady, & pesson
why mat jo th: her, cocpareally moticnless, bt with
R Dicsing epc &nd quick sxr, with which she observed
aivd J=ard thacwgh thee apen daor and halehway Ve foess.
ing ne=ds of custoemers whoam her ohand prerlooked
thoogh close at hend,  Elizabeth ®nd hor mocher were
raraavely accepaed 89 sojlourners, wd tlwwn o s somll
lxdroom voder un= ol Lhe Eu.lr!u, whare thl:jl' sk down.

The principls of the inn semed bo be le compen-
sate for 1o antigue pmkearduess, cosobedness, and
obacurity of the pudsapes, Boors, and windewy, lor
quaplities of dean linen spread ghont everywhers, aod
this had 8 dazzling cfect upan the Rvellers,
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E¥Taa bowor goosd Bor ua—we= o't st 0l osud e
edrr woman, koking mund the epartment with mda-
Eiving ac poon a3 {hey were left alone,

¢1 fear it is, Low," ehid Eloaberh,  tBub we must ba
r=apertable.

''We meat pry our way ovcn before we must be
respectable,” peplied her mothey,  * Me Hewchard io 10a
high for us to mak= ourselves known e him, [ much
fear ; po we've nnly ont 0w preiets by depend oot

tI know what ©'Il do,' ceid Elieabecth-Tane, aftcr am
Ineeres) of wadung, dunop whiclh ther peeds ceeed
qoite Enrgotizo undar the e of buxinesx bebnwr.
And lesving the moom, she degeendad the ataies andd
peiectated b e bar,

If rj‘LEI'E i OoeE El'.‘ﬂd. tHTLE’ meTe Ihﬂ.ﬂ J.I1'.'llﬂl.l2l.'
which chamcterized this sipgle-hearted gid, it wox &
mlingnecs to secrifics ber peesanal camfort and dignity
to the eam wen]

*As you sezm tigay here kp-night, angd mother's nog
well off, might I take out part of our sccommadation
by helping 7 ¥ whe asked of the landlady.

The lat=r, wbn temained as fixed io the arm-chair
an il ghe had beon melted into it when in s hgquid
sale, abd colbld ol pow b onsuck, looked the gl
1rp and down incpwinngly, wath her hands on the chalr-
armms, Huch wmngements ok the one Llizabeth pro-
posed wore mob uncHomoen in countre villegea; bot,
though Casterbbkdps was old-fashicsaled, the ¢nclon was
wellnigh ohsolet= hare.  The mistces of the hoose,
howeyer, waf AN CRSF woman to SiAOEeTE, and she
made bo objecrion.  Thercupon Elzskbeth, beng in-
stroct=d by nedds and moteins foe tbe eilom bnds
tord my to where she coold Bnd the different thiogs,
erocted up and down steir with maferiala {or ber own
and her parent's meal

While Ehe wug d.mn!; this, the wood pl:l:iﬁnn in
the centre of the house thrilled to ita cenle with the
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tuging W a Lelignl] orataira. A bell below finklad
e note that wpe fecbler in sound 1than the teenging of
wirce And cranks thee had produc=d it

“'Tit the Scotch geptleman =aid the odhdy
omnisczntly; and turning her oepes 10 Tlimbeth,
*Mow than, cam pou go Gnd cee iF hin supper it on
the wayd I it i, pou can take ot up to hime  Tha
front Teom over this,'

Hlizaberh-Javs, thowgh bungry, willusgly poatpanesd
marring herself aowhile, and applied to the cook o e
¥itchen, *heoce ebe breughs footh the tmy of supper
viands, and procseded with it wpHairs to ithe spart-
ment indbated, The wocommedation of the Thres
Mariners wr3 Iy from spacicus, despite the &ir anm
of geowed 3 eoversd,  The rogm decwouded by in-
trusir= beams pod ::.I!'I:-:nl, 'p.'l.rl.'iI'.ir.-'r::I pananges Aliir
caea, disuset owena, sefiles, and  Jonroaters, kbt
compktatively aall quarens B huoas bengs,  Blore
CYET, this I.u.-:ing' at 2 Hme before hmuu-hre-ing wad
abandoned by the emaller victuallers, and a house in
which Lhe vwelve bosbel siesgeh was asill peligicusly
mdbere] to ','Ijl' 1the Bodierd o fus Il-:, th= qu.l].il.}' of
the Liquer war the chief attmetion of the premise, o
thar everythuog had v meke way for wiopsids end
O0peTRIiony in copnection therewith.  Thus Ebzabeh
ferund chat che Soctchman wwe locaicd in & reom quite
tluse to the small ons thae hed been sllooesd o heesolf
and her maother.

When she eniersd, nobody w2 present buk vhe
ying man lumsslethe tams wlem e bad  sen
bngering without the wiodaws ol the King's Aoms
Hotel. Ha =aa pow idly resding 8 oopy of the locsl
paper, and wit haedly covscious of her #niry, a0 tlat
- nbm looked at him quile mally, and gw bow his fore
hewd shone where the Tight caught it, eod how nicely
hig hmir was cut, and the eoet af yalvetgobe ar dowmn
that was op the shin af the back of his oeck, and bow
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hir cheek ==y sn bouyly corved g3 s ba pase of 3 globe,
ind how elearly deawn were the Llids gnd lashes which
bl his bent ey,

She aet down thea ray, upmd i SITIpEL, e went
wsay without @ word, Om her arrivel below, the lond.
lady, wher waa oy Ri0d a5 ahem was far end lazy, saw vhat
Elizabeth-Jans wan mather tired, though in her samest.
et 1o b oacful ahe waE waiving her own nesede

alecgeler. RBirs, poidps 1hersupon 2aid, with a
conyibera bey e hat 3de= aod s ogher
had beiter £ e ¥n suppexs if they oumnt Lo
have any,

Elizaleah fetched theic simple provisions, as the
hogd fetched the Sectchman's, grd went gp (o the Little
chaenber where she had lefu her enacher, neisclessoy
puating open tie door with e edge of the oy, To
ber surprise her mother, inatead of being reclined no
the bl where shie Taad 1eft her, wap io an eract potiten,
with Lif= pattesl, A1 Elsabeih’s eberey ele bifted her

The meaning of this was soon epparcnt,  The reem
albodted to the e weomen had 21 one fime webwsd a3
a dreing-room o the Sontchoen's chamber, as wos
avidenced by sgna of & dowr of communicaiien betwesn
thtop—taw govensd up, aded paarst over with tha =all
ppa-  But, as ia frequently 1be case with hotels of far
higher pretenmions than fhe Thres Moripers, erery wonl
spoken it aithar of thes: roomms wan distinely audibla
ko the ¢dlwer.  Such stwody ot thusrugh oo,

Thos wikegtly conjored, Elzateth deposited the
tuy, and her mcther whispered we she drew oear
CThe ke

"Whe " wid the girk,

' The Mayor”

The iretacdt in Suwsed Heschand's Dons wsight hars
led any persan, bt one o perfectly wnagypidoos of
the tulth a1 the girl was, to surmiss some chuer
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Sohnection than the admiced simpla kanship, ao w
means of Reeeloling e them.

Two ten were indend tolking in the sdjoinieg
chamber, the young Scotchromn and Hebchard, whay,
baring gntered (e inn whil= Elizalweth-Tere w3 i
the kicchen woiting for the supper, had been defaren-
tally condocted wpatsirs by hoat Stannidgs himasif
The gitl fenselessly faid out their licde mesd, end
beckuned to her mother 1o join hier, which bMes
Henchued mechanscally did, her atteotion bsng fred
en tha ooversation thmegh the door.

11 mesely ptrolled in oo mF war home 10 ask you
= Quepticnt gbowt BomeUung that bus eecited wor cuni-
asity,” mid the Mayar, with carsleas geewalitg.  * Hue
see yeg hpve ot Anishod swpper)

EAp but T will be done in a beede!  ¥We neadn’t go,
dir. Take g peat.  Ive almost done, and it makes no
difrrones at gll."

Heénchard seemed o b= the 3=t offered, nd o s
moment o resumed ; cWell, Grat I should ask, did
you wrile elua ' A ruacling of paper follomed,

I ¥ax 1 did,' agicl the Scolvhman

1 Then,” maid Wlenchard, 11 am under the impres-
sion that we lawe ot by acddent while waiting foe
113 mnr.n.'ing ig I:eep an I]JPI:?.-II'I.lmH'II weth each cHleer 7
My rame is Henchard; he'ot pou replisd 10 an
pdverusement for & oern-lecdor's mansge: that T pui
Into the pn.pl:;'—ha'n'l'. FUu LDk here o p=e oA
abogt "

E Mia," aaicl el Sowrlchmsan, mith s00oe sufpose.

*Euml}r Fou arg the :|'|:|.a.11.|r went on Henwchard in-
dstingly, ‘whe amangsd tn come and see me?  Joshuwa,
Jashua, Jipp =]Jopp—mwhat wa3 his nacar*

*¥ou'rs wrong | ' axd the yooog mam 4 My name
ia Thanald Farfeae,  Ttis tue [ am in the comen trade
—Utut I have replicd to no advaircismeny, and avtanged
br 208 ov one I am o oy way to Briwgl—fmom
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1lsere to the orher side of the warrld, 1g try my oo
i ihe gren wlhese gprowing diaencos of e Wesol 1
have snme invenlions useful fo the irede=, and there
6 na acape for developing them hegre!

o Asenc e=well, well)' said Henelaid, 10 4 tons
of disapmantment, 3o strong, as to mokes tself fzlk like
g daemp prmorphers. " And gt T ooould have sworn
you wons che man 1!

The Stowbman murmmersd aoother emtive, ond
thare was a silence, till Henchard mspmed : * Then ]
rm truly and sipcerely obliped to yoo for the (ew worda
you wears on Uar paper

11t was nothing, sir"

1%l it her w great importance for me juat now,
Thia row abaut sy grown whear, wleel I declare s
Heaven I didn't know to be tad tll the peaple mms
romplaining, has put me to my wits' end,  I've some
Lurdreds of quamers of it o head ] and 0 your
cencvatity peodesd will omke b whol=ome, why, woue
eao see what a quog ‘twould get me aut of. [ sawin
r moment there might Lo trath in ik, Bul 1 should
like 1o hava v preved | wd of oourie you don'L e
wr ball Lhe anefe of the proce=st aofdently fBr me tao
iy that, withnat my paging ye well for't first.”

The poung men reflected R mement or twe, ¢ 1
don'e kieew that I have any objsciioen,' e mid < I'm
guing tu onpvlwe country, eod owring bad com s ook
the ling I wks wp there,  Ves, U'U ]l ye the whols
o it—youll make eore out of it ees than T satl o a
Iormgn tooniry. Just bk heer= 2 minute, si I @n
akaw yr by 2 sample in my carpet-hag.

The click al A leck followed, aind vhoee was 4 ades
ing and rosthng ; the a discoswon absut so mang
oures W the bushel, and drying, eod refrigemting,
and a3 gn.

*There Tow praing =il ba aufficient to deuow v wth,'
cam in Uw young felaw's worce ;) and ofler 2 prose,
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daring whirh svoie operation seemed 40 be nzntly
wached by them bath, he sxclaimed, ' There, now, do
o3 dasie ehat,

' It"s complete l—juite restorel, or—mwell—neasly*

Chite arough Testored (0 meke good peronds cut
of i)' saad the Scorchman, ¢ To feteh it back endzely
13 impeiskilde ; Molore wen'l stand sp moch as that,
Tt heete Yoo ge a great way tommeds it Well, sin
1har's tha peocess; 1 den't valee i, for bo can be bur
of Lrde wim in coootnexs where the we=ther is moce
sctiled than in owrs ; end M T2 only too gled i it's
of gervice 1 pod.”

fBot hLearken o |.'||.-E,r ]:-'|Ea.d.|:d Hemwhard "."rl}'
banineas, you know, 4 in oom opd in bRy but T was
becrugbn up &8 & hay-trusser pimpiy, and hay i what
I yoderstand |:r:s|!, I:|:||.1|.1|.;]'. I mow o bire 1o carn than
in the other,  If pow'll accapt the place, pou shall
tnakagre the cora branch ontirely, and reecive a oow-
myssign jm adsiition 14 =|la.r_|r.'

TYowre bWbeml—very hbeml; but ng, po—T on-
net!” e yoong nen & Hll Teplied, =ith sore disloess
in his accenty. .

190 be it |* gaid Hernchard mm,'.'lu:i:l."ﬂg,". [ [
to chumgpe the aubbocc—aene pood tarn deserves ansthot;
don't gar W finsh 0 miscrably supper. Come to
ey houss | 1 cen findd womething betler Ir pe than cold
tam andf ade

Ikmald Focfme was graccful-—eaid he fearad be ows
declioe—that e wished 16 leave early opxt day.

"Very well, said Henchaed quickly, ' please pours
self.  Hut I well you, young owb, o this kolds geod
for the bulk, a5 it hos dene for the mmple, yoy hove
maved my credit, sitanger though you be- What ahol
[ pay wiow for 1his knowledged!

| Nathung at al, bothing at all. It eay ngt prove
TCcHAsary W v do mse it often, and 1 dont yedoc it
it all T thougik I might just ea well bty kocow,
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& you wara o & dificuliy, and they wers hamd
Lpm e

Henchard payasd. *1 shan't sean furger this® 1
said, ' And feom & stranger| . . . 1 oouldn't believe
wiw were oot the joen T had epgaged | Save I o my-
2alF v Hee knows wha | am, and recoovmeiskd loaoself
by ¢his atreke” And web it tame out, ofter all, that
ol Aol b Lha e whe anseersd my ad-smiscment,
Lat a ymnger |

*Ay, ar; that's 8o said the young men.

Habchard agan sospendsd s wmands, and then his
woice w@mme thoughtfully = * Your forebead, Furdpe, is
wgmething Tike my pear brogher's—new dread ang gomne
and tha noae, tow, EEn'y volike his, Yoo must be, wha
= [vm Bt pame, I eeckon? I pmosix fool oo and &
Talf owl of my shess, Bt what of that 7 In my busi-
ooge, "Mid teoa thee stespgth and buetls build up a Gem.
But judgment and kragwledge are what beep i1 asiablisled
Unlockily, I am bad et ariencs, Fafms; tad et figunes
=4 tuls o’ thumb sore of man, You e just the re-
verme—] o we al I Jaes been Lepkeop Tor such
e Fou Lhess Iwg pear, and wet yuo are oot foc me
Well, befors I go, et me Ask this: Thoogh you arc nat
Ue pouny Bao I Uwught pou wore, what's the difer-
eore ¢ Can't ye ostay just the saomee P Have pou e=ally
made up your mind phout this Amepican pofiond I
wmon'l winca matters, I deel woo would be invaluable
t3 mr—that needn't b= sasd —and of vwou will bode and
be my manrgee, 1 will make jt worth gaur while.”

My plana are fixed,' said ehe young mar, io necaries
tapes. ' [ have foome=d a sclheme, and 30 we need ma
SAF aoy mors abeut if,  But will you not drink wish
iog, waed I Bod chic Casteebrdge ale warrcraing to the
stcmarch

tMa, na: I fain would, tut T can’,” mid Henchard
gravely, e scvaping of hia chair inforbeing 1he liaaness
that he= wan ﬁsirLﬂ'lnl-ﬂrl-_ '“"h-:nlml.}‘ﬂq.l.ng
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man | went in far that sort of thng ton stcong—éar
toe atrong—and wes wallnigh muined by it I dida
doed o accawnt af ir which T shall b= ashamed of to
my dpog dap. It oade soch mn imjmession on e
that { swore, there and then, thet I'd drink nothing
steonger than tes for 4% many years as T was old shat
d‘::.r. 1 har= EE]'.-'I: o na.l.h" and thnugh, F.l.:'.r':l:l*1 Iam
sometimes that drrin the dog deye that T could drink
B quarser-bacret to tha pitching 1 chisk o' oy cach, and
louch nao slrong, dook ar sl

TN oo’ press pn, S7—2I oo’ presa ye, I respact
Four vom,"

Wetl, 1 stall get & manager somexher=, no doube,’
said Henchard, with strong [eding in his tonea, 4 Blut
it wall b dong bedops T see one tlar would auic me 6o
=l |t

The young man appeaced much moeved by Hen-
chatd’s warth conwvictions of Fua valte, Ha wma silont
till ther reached the door. '] wsh I coold gtay—
aincevely I mould Lke {9, be eplicd " But mo—it
cunnet bed it canoel| I wasl to ses tha warrld.?
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Taus ey et ; and ElzabeibeTans and her
priotker Temained =ach in her !hnuEhL'l orer theitr meal,
the mother's faoe being strangesy bright since Henchard®s
arowal of chanee for 3 past #cncs Tha quiveong of
the partition 1o its cote pressntly denoted that nneld
Farfrre hed pgain rung his bell, no clovht to have his
Aupper removed ; lor bumoing 2 tunc, and walking up
and down, lee seemed to Bue ateractecd by the vedy bursts
o copversation pnd melody frim the groeml company
Lelow, Ho sawntcood owt wpon the lapding, sod des
peensled the slairmse,

When Elizebeth-Jane had oarmied dowm his supper
wray, and also thet wsed By her mother sesd herssll, sle
fourd the bustle of secing we be a2t it height below,
Ry it alwpyp wag st this hour. The young woman
phrank from hewng aaything to do with ihe grund.
Biwor serveoy, and oept silently aboot vbsendng the
soenm—s0 ogw to her, fresh from the eclision of @
scadde cottage,  1n dhe peneral ciding-room, which was
hge, che reseacked e (90 or cheee dozéo sloong-
karked chairy fhat atogd sound .:.F:i:rut the 'll'nJL_| rach
fitted with itf menial occopant ; the sanded floaor; the
bluk seede whach, projecting endwise fom che wall
withig the |:|.|:u:|r, p:rm.il!r.e-:l. Elszakbelh ta .:E.I..lpﬁl:f.ﬂ.lm’ of
sd] that went on, without hersetf being particularly seen.
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Tha young Soorchioen had fust [odbed 1he poesls
Tlime, in addidon 10 the respectable masler-bodesmen
cotupring the seata of privilege in the ow-window and
it3 neighbouehacd, Laeluded an infericr ace at the oo-
lighred &nid, whse acars were mere bendies against the
wall, gnd who drank frem cups ingiead ol from glagees,
Apnong e latley she swoticed some of (hoae persobages
whiz bad stedicl cutnide the windows of the King's Aoms.

Lrhind their backs was & small window, with 2 whee
ventilaror bn ows of tha pacocs, which woald auddenly
plart off :|p5|r|:r|.'ing with a ji:n.ﬂlir_g wonnd, g ﬁhﬂ.d.-&nly
sap, &l p4 suddenly AmTE agzgin.

While thus furtively making hee suerer, the apening
words af & song greetesl her s frum belind the aeide,
in & melody and accent of peonkier cherme There Lad
beery 2o ainping befors sl rame down ; and now the
Scotchman had mwde hims=lf w6 eoon at homs that, at
T reguest of pome of the magtertradeamen, he, too, mis
Wvouwting the eoaey with a ditky,

Elizaleth. Tane wos fondd of muege ; she could ot belp
pausing to listen ) and The bnger she listeosd the oum
aha was epeapteesd,  She hawd nerer hesed apy singing
like this; and it was ewdent thar the majorty of the
guddienca had ot heard such frequenthy, fue thay wene
allentiva 11 & much greater degrec than asgal,  They
neicher wliapered, hr dabk, et dipped Cheir pape-
atema in theit ple to moisten theoy, nec peded the oug
(o their peighbones,  The singer bimaslf grew smntignal,
ull she aold Loaglne & dsar in his oy an the worda
wenb on i—

£ I{'s hame, nod it"s hame, bame= BIn wonld T B,

b heme hame, hame o0 my el ccondees

Thie's ify eFa thal eree weeps, aned o fale Joce will bae udn,

A I purs thromgh Anady W' wnilb my Lioncke bkbde gl g
When b Sower 1n in tha bel, 2odd tha Ienf upon B bk,
The Iatk shall ..i.l.l#lnthiml [0 M} hin oouniees 1’
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There was & bumat of opplowse, ind 2 deep slescs
which »a3 o mare eloquent thap the applagse. Jo
wis of such 4 Livd thet the uapping of 3 pipa-stac too
bng for bim by ol Solomon Longmays, whe was oo
of thoas gathersd at the shady end of the ronm, peemel
2 harmh mnd irrevereot et Tlen the weosilater in the
'ri]}duw-pan: apﬂ.a.ml:rdi.-ml'lg’ started off K & new 5pln,
and the pathes of Tenald’s song was empamrilp effueed.

HTwas ot amosi e~ wod w0 @l emisa ' mutkered
Christopher Coney, who was also preseot.  And re.
Toving his pipo & Angee’s brexdth om hiy lips, ha @id
Alowd, © Dheaw o with the oext weree, Foung gentleman,
please?

"Yes, Lat's have it pgain, steanger,’ said they glasier,
& gtowt, bocket Jmded men, wicth 4 white rpron relled
up reupd his wwist. ' Folks daxn't Life up Ueerr hstrea
fike ¥hat in thia pert of the werlcl'  And torming asicle,
e aud o wndertones, * Who is The young man?—
Scoteh, dfye day #t

1¥rs, straight feam the moootain: of Scatfand, §
telicyn,' replied Coney.

VToung Facine repealsd the ot verae,  TL was plain
1hat nuthing B ]'.u.l:hl-.l.'i.-l: had Leeo lenrd ot the 'Thoma
Marioers for & considerable Vime,  The difference of
acrent, 1he sgcitabilicy of the wiiger, the thresss lacal
Ereeling, mnd the sedousoess with whicls le warked lum-
edlf up to & climax, surprizsd thin set of worthiss, who
wérs ooly koo prona to shut wp their cmotiona with
caustic woode

‘Danged i our country down hers I worth sipging
abent like thotl|* concinued the glazice, ag the Seobch-
man m@in meltdized wth & dmog @, ' My oain
countres!t ' When you take ewwny from eRmong va
iha fonols apd the ropues, and the mmigers, and the
wanben hm:.'l:s, erd the elatterns, ond sueh Iﬂ:q Lthars's
cust few boft to ormament & wong with in Caeterheidgy,
o7 the coubiry pond,"
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FTrue! saw) Burzfonl the deler, hmdkiog wt the
grain of the dble.  *Casterbridge is & old, hoary
phice o' wackedasss, by all scconotl,  "Ths eecorded in
hiatary thot we rebelled sgrinat the King coe or twa
hundred years Rgo, in the time of the Komansy, and that
hoas of b Wit banged ob Gallows Hil, abd quartened,
and our elifferent jinty gent aboyt the coontor hks
buicher'a meat ; and for my pare I can well beliswe it

FWhat did 4= come awdy from yer oo codalry for,
FoInE maister, if e b= g3 wowncled abouot 7' ine
quired Christapher Coney, from the backgrournd, with
e tobe of & man wli peeferred the ooganal subject,
' Fl.'ll:h, il wasn't wnelh yoRT while @n nor enrount, ok,
g2 Maiaizr Rilly Willa says, we b bruckle folk heee—
et best o' w3 handly hooest scmenines, whak with
hard winteow, and so many mootha o AL and Geod-
a'mighty sending hie little taties 30 lermble small to
G ‘er wite Wa dot't hink about Bewers and Dt
fRoes, not we—exeept dn the shape o7 capliflowers aod
pigy' chaps,'

‘Hut, ool" wiid Donitd Farfree, gazing maond ints
their foes with camest concemn | " the best af y= bardly
horeat—not that surely?  None of v has been atzal
ing what dido't belung 4o hlm ¢

*Locd | e, nol! seid Solomon Langwsys, soiling
gridy. “That's ooly hit random wap o spoaking.
A was alwars such a man of underabencghis.'  fARd
repravingly trwards Chostopher): *Dont pe be a0
gree-Bamiliar with & ponilomat Gt ye know mothing of
—and that's traralled a'tmost fmm e Nooh Pole'

Chuistopher Conep was sikenced, and aa he oould
gt mo pubdic aympathy, he mumbled b feelings Lo
himaclt: 'Be dezsd, i 1 loved myp couotryd half ps
well a3 o young feller dn, Id live by claociog my
beghboucs payaties afore ['d go amay | For oy mo
i've o mam love for moF oorftry thin I have far
Botany Barl'
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I Comte,' =aid Loagways; ©lel the young can daw
onwapd with big hallet, or we ahall be beee all nighs.!

‘ Thae's all of it,” eaid the singer apologertically,

15unl of iy tuely, then we'll bave aacdiec?!' said
the general demler,

‘Can you borm o Mtraio $o the badies, gief ' ingquired
n fat woman with & figursd porple dpon, the wais-
string of which woy overthung sg Br Ly her sidea /3
e b inwisible,

f Lor bawn besearhs Jet Lite bresede Mealer Comsom,
He hoin't gt his s=cucd waod pet,” soid the master
ghazicr,

0L pes, bl T bave 1Y excbaioed 1he young mang
grd h= at ooc= rendared ') Mannie' with Egltl=cs
modulations, and enother or vwe of the Fke sentiment,
modiyg up at cher earnect reqeect with "Auxld Tang
Srne!

Ey thia time be had completety 1aken poascesion of
the bearss of lhe Thees Maoners' iorosees, including
men Hd Corey.  Notwildoiaodiog an ac=sional wdd
grRvity which awcke Wheir sense of fhe ludicrowa for the
momene, they bogan te view him theowgh 2 golden haze
wizch 1be wone ol s mind seemed b0 m@ise around him,
Casterbridge bad sentiment—4astechridge had romanee;
but this amanger's sentiment wes of diffcring quabivy.
Ot rathet, pevhaps, s diffomeocs wad mainly supes-
fical; he= wns 1o them Tike the post of a naw gchool
who thkea hia coptempormries by pbonm wha i3 ooc
caally wew, but [3 the Arst o arvculies whar all his
Listeners luwves fale, thaogh but dumbily &1 than,

The ailent Lpdlord came and leant over the senle
whila the poung ab sang; and cven Mo Swanoidge
maraged to unatck heeself feom bt famewotk of her
cheir in the bar, end get py far an the door-post, which
morment abe accomplished by rolling heerself nound,
4= i _mck in brupdbedesn s dhaos LITI.E].I'I}"I:IIITI with-
ot kaing the perpendiciclar.
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TAud pre Fou going te bide in Casterbeidge, aie??
ahe gaked
1Ah—no!” mid the Soctchman, with melanchboly
ftality in bia voice, *T'm auly pessing dorrocgh | I
atl ot oy say o Bristd, and an fme thees w forign
]

‘W be Lewly sarey Lo beit il sald Scdeoon Long.
ways, ' We can il affned to leas tiznefal wmed-papes
like yvoura when they Bl among ve, And wertly, to
mak’ acyuaintaho= wath a 1oan 4 come ffom 3 far, fum
the kaod o' perpetorl snow, A3 = may sy, whers wolees
and wild aars end other dabgesaus anivoalenles ba as
cevodnen s black hirds hzrmhnui—-wfl}'l Lis & 1-hi-'"-H' e
mn't go eveey day; and thrrs's pood sound informa.
iy foe Pade-al-hemes like we when such &4 men opene
bix mouth.*

£ Mar, but ye mistake my country,' s4id 1he mung
mekn, lookiog wound wpon them wach amgic fichy, cll
his 2w lightad up and bis chesk kindled with & sudden
enthusiasm to right their cerora, ' Thers are ped par.
petual stow and walves &t all Ly ol l—caeept Bhow in
winter, and—well—a little In summer just semelmes,
ard & *fgabecrloneie " or o ctalking aboot hers gl
Uptes, if ye mary rall them dakgeroos.  Ek, bub pou
shoold take & symmer jareeoy to Edint«ce, end Addur's
Sept, mnd all roond chere, and 1then oo oo e the Inchas,
atd gll-tha Highlind soeccry—in May and June—
and ymy would oever say 'tia bk land of wolves aod
perpetur] enow 1’

VO coibas nib—it atakdds po reaac),' aald Buarrford,
£*T33 Wmen ignumnes that leadds tn such words.,  He's
a smple homespan mamp, thet never wan At for grod
companv—think noching of him, s’

cAnd do ye catry your Buck bel, and poor guile,
and your eoock, and yanr bit of chiney? or do ye ot
b bare bones, of [ may eay? " loguirsd Thriswpher
Coney,
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PI've jeot oo omy Jugguge—thewgh A et moch;
for the rorage Is bng”  [omald's cpes dmpped intg
B temobr gars A3 b Added: ' Eot Tosaid to myscll
o Wewat o oo of Lhe prices of Bl wal]l 1 coow by unless
I undertake it 1™ aml 1 Arcided Lo E;n.'

A geneml eonse of regret, Us which Elizebeth-Tane
tharsd el l=ast, made el apparent in ke comoparty.
As she leoked al Fadme from the bacx of the settle,
ehe decidsd dhat his stargments showed him to be na
leaa chonghtful shan bin fasemaiieg oelodees poeealed
him w be cucdial and ioipasaaened. She adioioedl the
RETIOUA 'Ii.ght in whizh he logked ab cefdgus t'hings. 1Me
had scen oo jest in embiguitics and roguocry, &3 the
Castesbndws {oms-pos had disee; and rightly hoe—
there wa3 nome, She disticel 1thase wosich=d hamnioes
al Cheistopher Cotey and Tia Lribe 0
rirale [Ledn. . HE scelddd 4o fuel gadvily as sha
felt sbaok ke ond its sumcundings—that they wees 2
sragical, mther thAn @ oemeeat, 1king ; that though one
conld be gay on oocamon, momches o gaeLy ek .
l:rlu-l!z:'., ord oo prut of the ectunl Jdama It wos
u_'trnn!::in' oW !:lr.mln' 1'I'.r|:r irWE R
ouzh it war £l ml]g.'.. fhe wousg Sr:-'= O &%
prasaed 1as wish o retiee, whereoppo the Lamsllocy
whi:_.p:rr:d tn Elizabeth t3 run I pstairs end turn dawn
hia bed,  She took 4 candlestick and precended an ber
tiasHod, wlacl was the wct of & few momenis only.
“']'l.-:h, rancile in ha.ml, zhe Yech=1 1he g of the aiajrn
an hee way down again, Mr, Faorae was af (bt foue
ermibg up, She could not wery well celreal ; fher
foet dnd pa.-:.-mﬂ in the turn of the sigirrase

Bhe must heve pppearsd interesHng in some ey
natkithatending her plaio dress—or ke, porasibly,
10 unsesuent= of i, for she was 2 gld chofaetized
by eatpectness and sobomess of mien, with which
glmwpla drapory acconled well. Her [ flosked, oo,
a2 tha slight awkwardness of the mesting, ond she
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pazecd hioe with hoer spes bend oo e @odle-fame
that she ccri=d just lelow her pae. Thuoait happened
thet when confronting her ha smiled ; and than, winsh
the manner of & lesopotarily Lghe-bearded man, who
T started hima=If on = ﬂ.is'hl: of ®ONE whase momentyrm
he mpnot readily check, be softly toned en old ditty
that ahe pocoed bo sagpedl—

A D enme ln by iy boower doue,
A by wwy wmzin" wearin,
Cih wio gama fApging rem the wair
Bot boorde Teg my dearne.'

Elizabath. Tama, mather dicoorserted, astensd on; aod
the Hrotchman's veic= disd away, hum'rning mare of
tha eacae wichin the closed deor of hia reom,

Here the aoeta and sectinment ended for the preent
When, spon efizr, 1h= F:":r] mjui.m:d. lu=r mnther, the
latcor waa gtill in thooght—an quite enpcther maner
thon & yuufiy BEB" =OE

*Wreve mads a mistake” she whispered [that the
Soorchman might not ceerbearp, Om nme account
nught ye 10 have Belped serve here Wwooiglt Wi
bocpige of qurselvex, but for 1the sabke= od 4jm, IF h=
should betreend ws, and take us up, and then find oot
what you did when saying hoes, ‘twould goeve aud
woupd his netoml pode & Mayer of the toen?

Elizabedh, wha wouold perhepa have been mors
alamoed at thay than her mother had eli= knowo di=
real ul.:.l:i.q'.m:.]ﬁp.. was nul moch disturbed about it as
things siood  Tler *he” won gnoihee man than hee
poot mother's,  * For mysell,’ she mid, ‘T dida't s
all find waiting & Ltk opun him.  He's so respect-
rble, nnd eduzated—oy pbowve the rosc of 'om in the inm,
They teought him very simple Bob b kacew ther gaen
broad way of talking slout themselves bere. Euoc of
courss ba dido't koow-—he was 1og refined in hin miod
i ko aoch thingst*  Thun sha carneely phoadsd,
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Meanwhile, the "t * of her macher wea ot 5o {nr
a3 ot they thiooglht. Adter laving the Thees
Mariness be had guot=red wp 2od dewn the smpty
Iligh Street, prssing and reprssing the inn in iy
promeenade,  Whes the Soolchimo tamg, hds wodes had
redi-hed Henehard's sars thraugh the hert-alaped Tales
in the windowshuliers, aed hed Il hioe 1o pause
cutride them & long while,

'"To be sure, to bk soze, bow thal fellcw din dmw
m= " hez bod said to himeelt, 1 soppose “ta bemuowe
I'm so Tonelp. I hawe given bim o third sbare in
Lo b isanossd e lave stap=d |1



IX

I:ETH'E'I"T Elizabrzh-Jane oproed the hnged arment
next morndng, the mellow rir brogpht in the feel of
imounenil aulomo ameat av dacinesty w iF she bad
been in the remntest hamlet.  Casterhcidgs was the
complement ©f the mieal life pround ;) not it wrban
oppraate Beew and boseerfic b cthe corobelds st
the top of the torm, who desired 1w get 10 the mrads
at the baottons, tock noo ciocuitows cowmrses, bet fiow
staight clewn Higlh Strest withoud amy apparsnt cun.
£oo0s0e55 That I:hr:}' WHT= tm\lzrsing strang= Latir s
Aod 1 swiumn piry spheres of thistledosn Qloried inta
the same avtreet, ladged wpan 1he clwop freals, Bilow
ints dmins; gnd innomemble 1zwov and yellow Jeares
skimnmed along cthe pavermsnt, aTd siol;: shroegh people's
cdoorways inbe their passaced, with & hesicating serach
on the Aner, [tk the skites of timacd visatoos.

Hearipg voices, one oF which was closzs sl hand,
ol witlideme ber lead, and planced oo Lebind b
windewcurtains. Mr. Henchard — nnw habited no
longer a3 & goeak porsenape, but A5 A Thriving man of
Yucizss —wlls plbsiog oo g way op the ooddle of
tlue siree=t, and 1he Eotclimun was lq:rnki.ng from the
window pdjoining ber ewn,  Henchard, it appeared,
bhad gome a littls way pase fhs don belsre be had
mrdaced hia il’.‘qunin".a.m;t ol the ]'.-n.-rinu: l:'l.!ﬂﬁng', Ha
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ame back o few creps, Dowald Fardras opening the
window furher.

EAnd you arc off seon, [ suppese? " maid 3Tenchard
apwonrls,

tYes almpst thin ewwment, sin” said the otber
* Maybe I'll walk oo Hll the coach meakey up on ms'

“'Which way '

£ The weyp o ATE gong’

Then aha’l we wlk together to the top o town *!

I el wait & minate, 3ad the Sootcboan,

in & f== minoi=s the lattec Emlﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂdl I:H.H; in hagd,
Henchard 1ookod at the tag as At sn snemy. I chowed
Urtre was nd obEtalie about the powne man's depasicre,
'Ah, my '|.|:.-:h|:|r he sl.idl Fyun thernld have besn o wase
man, krd hawe staped with me!

Tat, ves—0t mfghi have been wirer,' sand Donald,
Inqiing rn'imsq:n.'rp'i:u.'ll}' ot the hous=s tho® wer= furthest
aff. Tt i enly telling ye the touth when I oesy my
Plund are wague,

They bad by this Ume passed oo-feem the predncty
of the inn, apd Tlizabeth-Tine heard o more. She
gaw that thay contiowed in conversation, Henchard
woning tu the other uociionally, and emphasid@ng
aoms emark with & gestore. Thuay they pazecd the
King's Ams Hotel, the Markst Houss, the eliachyard
wall, ascending to the upper end of the Jung sreet G0
ﬂ-.ey-ttem.'lln Y Eﬂins of oo when l.]my'lx:nt.
agddenly to the fght into the Bostol Eoad, and wers
et of wies,

THe wiis 2 Ennd man—and hefs Enm::,’ she sgid o
hereetf, "I wma nothing to him, aod theee was wn
rea3on why ha shoeld heve miched ma good-tye!

The slmpte theughe, with its Jutent szose of glight,
had moulded itsslf out of the following Little Hecy:
when the Scochman came oub at cha doar ba had by
#iviclent glaoo=d op at ber; and then be had locked
weky again withéinit podding, or goiliog, or aeFing & word,

by
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"“Yaug are still ﬂﬁn}jng, mul.l::r,' she Hu'-:III when she
Luttied dnweamda.

res! I am thiokiog of My Heochards aodden
kiking for thet foong mon.  He was always sa. Mo,
puraly, if be wkes 50 warmly to people who are not
related 1o him ab all, may he oo baks a0 wamsly o Jos
wwn kin?’

Yhile they debwled this question 2 procession of
Ave larpe waypeond wenl pase, Bden witdy hay up e the
bedrgnm windowy.  Ther mme in fom 1he coantry,
and she steaming horaca had peobably besn frarelling
& precil part of the plgke.  To oche shafe of sch Buag
R Lttle board, on whech wos minter) o whute Jetrers,
*Flenchard, corn-lcior s kar-merchant,”  The ape-
Uacle penewed luia wabe's comviceion bl for Ber dawghter's
anke, she should strain a peint to ejoin bim.

The discussion wa3 continwed dudng boskiast, and
et wend of it wag that Mes, Henchard dosided, for goed
o7 for 'lU, b 2=l Eli.zal‘.u.'ﬂi-lme with 4 Husange [0
Henchaged, to the efect thet his relotive Susn, a saiker's
widaw, was in U town ) Jeaving it 4o him fo par whecher
o nol be woold eoogoize ber. e hud Boghe leer
to this determination were chiefly Lwo things.  He had
been described as a lonely widower ) and he had zx-
presed chame for a paal raosacvion of his Life.  Thero
w3 promise i bath.

£} be aays oo’ ebe cojoined, &2 Elzabeth-Jann
stowl, bonnst on, ready bo depart; ‘af he hiks i
does not become the good position he has rched w0
in cha towns, to own—ito let us eall on him es—his
dastant kindulk, sy, " Theo, air, we would mther not
intrude ; wg will L=z 'I:n.:l;ErI:.ri.dge [ r.|1.|.1=l]_'|r as we
have come, and go back & our o=n countep.”, - .
I almese fee! dat I woold miber lee did sey 20, a5 1
have not seen him for 30 many years, aod we wre 50

—little allied to him1? o
+ And b say peri ' inquired tha nnmm
e mk_‘_‘ .
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"I that s’ answersd M5, 1Tenchard caoticusiy,
‘pak him to e me B pors, Eaying when and how
hie will sée wlemint mmet

Elizabeth-Tanz went o forw stepa tnowasde the landing,
‘And tell bim,' continueed Ber eeaher, O thet T fully
koow I lure oo clam wpen him—Uur I am glad 12
find hz in thriving; that 1 hepe his life moy be long
Aand bappp=—therc, po' Thoe with a2 halFbearted
willingneit, & ddnolhersd cdoctonee, did the pooy for-
jpring wumon sart her oneomsdoos deughtar on this
errand,

It war alwwt tesn o'eleck, ond madketday, whens
Elizbeth pared up the High Street, in no great bony;
for o hersell ber popition wRs only (hat of a poor
relation deputed to hoot up & och one.  Tha frone
docrs of Ue povate hooses wece mastly left open at
thig w=um sutema time, on thought of ombrella sieAlees
dictuching the minds of tha placid bumgeasca, Heave,
thawugl s boog, stcaygll, enlcipce pasmges thos un
closed could be reen, a3 through tunnels, the mossy
gardene At tha back, plnwing with nasiursiams, fechaias,
pedrlen geracuind, ¢ bloody warteors" anapdrgong, and
dahhas, this Boral blare bedng harked by crusted geey
stone-work temaining foom A pel romoter Cascerbridges
than the vencrabla one visible s the stomet,  The old
Gehioned founit of st hovses, which had oldes than
old-Eashioned backs, mes shese irom the peeoment,
inte which the bow-wipdows protroded lika Tastions,
necessitating & plading cdares-décbarer Dwreamant o
the time-pressed pedastrian at every few yards,  Ne
was boubd also to evalve other Terpsichoran fgures
in r=pect of doocateps, serapers, cellas latehes, ehurch
hottresess, and the overhanging angles of wally xhich,
ariginslly unobimogive, had beoome Low-begged and
koock-kneed

In wddition to these fixed obatagles which apoke so
cheerdully of individusl worestraiol 82 t0 boundarnies,
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morables eccupied the path And coadwzy o a perple
ing exlent,  First the vana of the carices in and ot
of Casteclridze, who holed from Mellsiock, Vet
bury, The Hlintocks, Sheron-Ablas, Eingsberr, Chreec-
ek, abd by other towms and willagea roond.
Their owoers were numemos eoough 00 ba repandsd
RE & L7ite, gnd bag almpet distncliveness enaugh to
ba rogarded ac & rce Their wane had just armived,
and wer: dmwn up on ach swde af the st o closse
hilr, sooas to Moo at plces 3wl hetween the pave-
ment And ehe roadway,  Aloreowver every shop picched
aue kalf ars evwtleoth opon Lbdsles Bael Bosdes on whe
E=th, extencling the disphay =ach week a liule forther
and farther inty the moadsay, despice the capastula-
tiohie &f the rwo bechlo old coraeables, uotd cheee re-
matned but a toriooos defde Bor wcuriages dewg the
centre of the sireet, which aforded Bne oprartunities
fne skill =ith the meins. COear tha pawement on the
dnooy icl= uf the = hung thuphUnd.:. & ednatrocted
a1 1 give the posaenger's hat o emart byfet of his
e, &3 from the unseen haods of Cranstoun's oo
Yage cel=brated 1o roomneie Lose,

EFlogees for male wera tisd in rows, theic I'nrtl:p: an
tha pavement, theic hind lege in the strecs; in which
pouition Uy occasiually wipped licle boys by the
shoulder whe were passing to school  And pny inviiiog
TecoGa Lo fremk of a howse thet had besn modedly kepe
back Lrom e peoerl line was oriled by pig-deslers
a7 a pen ot their stock.

The peomen, farmers, duirpmen, and townsiolk, =
cathix to beasexct bogicest b tlea secspt cbbees,
sprke in wiler wwy than by articulaton,  Mag to
hear the wnrde of your ingetlocater im metreplisag
ceniren 8 49 know oothuyr of his tesoing Heee the
face, tha arens, the dul, the stick, the body througlact
spoke mpually with the tongue  Ta expeess satisfaction
the (.'-u:tl:rbg'di-: markeg-oaly added e bis wtieranoe s
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breadening of the checks, & erevicing of the =yes, =
Wrowing bk of the aboolders, whach was intclligble
from th= otter =nd of the stem=t.  1F he wondercd,
t.'h.n:mgh all Heachanl's cpets and WA[EONS were m11.|in[|;
pact bum, vou kbew it from percsving the inside of kis
vrimsuo wooth, wed a taget-bke omling of ks eyes.
Deliteralinn  cansed s.1-.m:'|.r_5r atfacks oo th=2 mma of
pdjoining =alla wich the end of bic shick, & change of
las bal feoer che heneontal e e less a0; & sesse of
tezliousoms aonaunced itsell in 3 lowering of the pecsan
by apreading the knoss (o a lopengo-shapsd apsciure
end conorting 1he arma.  Chacowery, dukdcsfuge, had
hardly & plzce io the streets of this bonest bomough
w0 gl appearance ; and it was said that the lawper in
the Court Houae hard by ecracionally shrew in eteca g
arguzoetis foc the otbver side sub of pame ponercaly
(thaugh apparently by mischance) when advancing
their awn,

Thut Casterbrdps way in most cespeects Lor chee
|:.r|:|'|.|-1 Feccus, ur mecve-knnt of the sunnund:ing rauntry
life ; differipg from the manr mAnufcooning bowms
which are as fercigin bodves 621 dowb, ke Boulders on
a plaig, io & green woddd with which they hare notung
in gommon.  Caserhodee lived by rzmicultess 8t one
remoye fwrsher frem the welain-lead thao (he adjein-
Ing willages. - no tore,. The wensfalk ondestaod svery
Burtozdan io the rustic's condition, for s afecied cheir
eeczipts 98 much a5 the Iabourer™ ) chey coteved ibco
Lhie eroubles wnd Joys wioch owwed the anstocatn
families ten oub=s mond—Tor the sa=we rexeon, And
even gt the dinner-pamice of the profcasioaal familes
the sabjeera of ditcpstion were corn, cbtleddiseass
suming and nmping, kencing aned plendng ;) while palizies
wers viewesd Tor them Iose from their ows standpolse
of burpreoes with rights aod provileges thun oo 1he
atend peact of wir cionty ne=ighbouo.

All the veneable contrivances and comfusions which

» i3
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delighled the eye by theme quaintoes, and in & measum
reasnonhleness, in thia tare gld markel-towT, W re T T
politan noveliica ta the unpeactised eper of Elbzabedh-
Jauwa, [r=sde roce nettlng flab-seines in @ seasicde cottage.
Yery Little inuity was necessary 4o gnide har eotsteps
Hrenchard's house w3 one of the boct, faced wich doll
rod-and-grey old ek, Tha frenl door wot open,
and, as in other heuses, she emdld ze= throggh the
pastage bo the end of the greden—ncarly a guarter of
B ke aff,

hr. Henchard wos not in the hooss, byt in the
atare-yard,  She wea conducted inte the moesy garden,
and theaugh & daar Lh et wall, whuels was siodlled wi
rusty mails sprakiog of genemtiooy aof fruit-toess that had
bz trained theee,  The door opened wpen the Fard,
atd here ahs maa lefe bo Bnd hien 83 alie sould. Tr was.
o plar= Banked by hay-hamns, into which tnos of Eodidec,
&l ip trusses, wete being packed from the wsRgpens she
hiad wedr paas the itn thet morbing, Oo cober gidea of
the yard were wreele=n mrananes on stooe ataddle, b
rhich aocees was given by Flemish ldders, and R siome-
house severl Boors bugh,  YWhererer the doors of these
pln.;;::l. WEED DpEn, 4 i:]nnul].' [ru.-:ked I'J.'1.ru-:r|g of hur:ljng
whear-eacks could e seen stRnding inside, wicth the aic
ed ewdiling a Luoine thes would pos ooewe,

She wandecsd alout this place, weiomiodably cons
acious of the impending interview, U she wos quite
wiary of eswching ;) ahe vollocsd o ingairs of A Boy
in whar fuarter Mr. Hendhard coodd be fouod  He
direrted hey 19 pn affire which she had nt seen befors,
gnd koockivg & the door ahe was answened by & ery of
‘Catee o’

Elizale=th 1mimed the handlz ; aad 1hees strned befurs
her, bending over some sample-tags on & teblc, mot the
coam-eerchalt, but the young Scotchmao Mr, Facirae—
in Lthe ae1 of |1-u|.1:rir|.g' QM g‘m‘jns od wheat froom oo
hawd to the other. His Bot huog an & pog bekind him,
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aikd the eoaed of hia carpet-tag glowed fiom the cornee
of the room

Hlaving toped hec feddings and armanged words on
ber kipa for M1, Henchard, apd for him alene, she was
bor Uwe sooment confoonded.

r Yy, whot in it 7' said the Sceichman, ke a i
who permanently ruled thee,

Sle said ahe wanied ro ace Meo Hewchard,

rAh yes; will you wair o minote? He's engaged
Just wow,” said the young man, Apparently nos recagniz-
wog bhier as the giel gt theinn, He bended her a chair,
Lkicke Jeer ant dewn, aod tocced e lus sample-bags again.
While 1" Ygabeth-Jane sitn wiling in great amaze pt the
YOUTE WAN'A precence: wa maey beieAy explain how he
eame thers,

When the twa new acquaintances hacl passed oat of
goghit that moming towerds the Bath and Deisto] mad
ey went on dilendly, excep for 4 few copubohphaces,
Bl they had gore duwn 2o aveooe oo Ue wown walls
calted the Chalk Walk, l=ading to an engle where the
Worth and West eccarpmenis met. Feom this high
caroer OF Lha equars sartbhwockd & sast mzeent al caualry
condd 1% seen. A foorpalh mo at==paly down the green
algpe, condictipg frpm the shpdy promeppde op the
walls to B poed at the bewtom of che acarp.  Id wae by
Uus patl the Seotchiman bad o descmnd.

' Well, here's supcesa to ye,' seid Henchard, holding
out bhin rght tand and leaning with hic kit opan the
wicket which protecled the desceal 1o the ace thers
wug the inzlegance of one whose fezlings are nipped and
wighes defeatsd, "I shell often think of this time, And
of hiow Yo cams at che very moteent b theow a Lglae
upon my diticuley.t

Still haolding the young eman® hand he paussd, and
then added deliberately: *Now I aco not cha oo o
et & cauee b last fot want of & wonl  And before ye
are gone for ever [l spemk. Once more, will peostay?

15
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These it 13, Hat and plein, Yoo can sar (hat 1t Len't
old selfshness that k= o presa 'ee; For oo business
W not quite 20 Eciendibic 85 to requine xo Enbelleck
enlirely aul of tha commen,  Crhers would do Fer (he
p!.l.l:e withogt dowlt. Swme selfzhnoess FH}HF! therm
in, but cthee: 38 more: it isn™t for me b0 epeRt what,
Come bide wath me—and reowe your owo terms, 11
ugres b '=m 'n'i'.l:i:1§:[1_,r erd 'Lthout 2 worel ufp.:i.nﬂ.}"inﬁ;
fur, bang it, Farfew, T Jike ches well1°

The youog tan'd hand eecained sieady in Hens
chard's for 2 moment or e He Sceoked G the
fertile couptey that sitebched Temeach them, then back-
ward aloeeg the sbaded walk resching to o wp of e
wwn. His face Hushed.

‘T newer expeerced chis—T did not !’ he said, IS
Proonderce’ Sbecld sy one go ageise e Hojp I
ngt go tg America; 1'U atoy ondd Le your oan |

His hand, which had lin ldeleas In [{enchard’s
returoed the lalets grasp,

i [Jome,” xaii] Heochard.

* Thane," gaid Deomald Fatfme,

The e of Me, Heoihard beamad foreh a satisfaction
that w=s admeat Berce in its streogth. ' Now you am
my Triend * * be ceclaimed,  * Come back 1g my hovse
ler's elineds il we onee by cear teemha, s s 00 be com
forahls in aur minds!  Fadfme cught op biz hag and
retrsoed the Monh-YWest Avenae in Tleochard®s company
ag ha had come,. Hetielard was wll conBdence now

+1 am rh= mopat distant f=lUow in the =l whe=n I
don't opre Jor a2 men” te pid. "Hot shen 2 men
takea my Rbey be eakes it areng. MNow I wo soc
you cin eat wnother breakfuai? Yoo cowddn't have
gaten murch g0 early, gven if they bad aprhing at that
place to gi'e thea, which 1they ludn't; =0 cobee w0 o
bisese And wa wall har= & splid, steanch tock-in, sod
seitly terma in bleck-pndghice §f pou Like; showsh
my word's my bond, I can always erabee a pocd meal

g6
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in the moenatg, we got A speendid cold pigeon-pie
guing just oow. Voo o lavs eome lesoebhnowed of
yuy w2nt by, you koo

"1 is too aitly o the meoroing for that," said Fartre=
»ith 2 amile

TWell, of courss, I didn®t new. 1 don™t drick it
becauze of my cackh; bot I am sbliged oo brew oy my
work-people.”

Thus ta'king they retumed, and entered, Tlenchard®s
promises by the back way or teafic enteaoce.  Heea
U= matter wacr =satled aver the beeaaklosl, st wloch
Henchard Teaped the yeung Scotchman's pliie to a
prodiga] fulueds. He would not rear antisfcd g6
Farfrm= harl written for lax lu.sgage Ceoew B.‘.iSIZLIL anmd
despatched the letter to the pastaifwe.  Wheno it was
decws thus man of acrong impaises declared that his new
ool should ke Lk Luy zlwde 10 Tus bovse ot beast
till sume suitahle lodgings cogld be found,

Ha then teok Farfras round and chowsd hdm ele
place, and U aroeey of gron, and etler stock; and
ﬁnn'll_'!.' entarel the pfiess h=r= the FAUTREET nf them
lad elwesdy beon diacowceed by Elisabeth,



x

VW HILE she arill sar uoder the Soarchman's #yea B
man caoe up La the 4o, rtn.-.-hing' it am Jdencham
nprnead 1he door of the inner offiee o admic Eliaabeth,
Th neew-comer stepped forvard bxa the quicker cojple
aL Fethexla ond entersd o ber stead Bhe could
hear his worda to Henchard: * Joshua Jopp, sir—hy
AppointEent —the ew masapee

1The oew manager!==hea o biy office sid
HMenchard bluntly.

* Tia Bz office 1! sa3d 1be man, with & stoliified aic

‘1 mentioned Thurplay,' s2id epchard ¢ “and an
yru did pnot kecp pour appoiniment, 1 hava engaaed
ahiothier tameger. Al boat T dwughe be must b
you. Do you think 1 can wait when btusiness is o
question 7

“¥Youw said Thorday ar Satundiy, or' =250 tha
rewwomar, puiling ot a letier,

1%, you arc too late” wid the coro-factor - 'l
CAMN 54) Ted idre!

‘¥iu na good g4 engaged me,!’ mormared the man.

‘Bubject to an incewview,! s0d Henchard, 'L am
BorTy fof You==very sory Indeed. Hut Gt cn't b
helped.”

Thare wap A MGre o be sadd, amd e as cRme
aut, fnmuun:fim.g Ehuh:lh-]anq: in his PRAsREE- Lhe

Lk
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could sea that his moush twilched wich anger, Aml
that hatter disappointment was wotten in hiv fooe
crerFwhers,

Elmberh. Jana pow cotercd, and arood belore e
master of the jwemis.  Hir dack popil—=hich
alwary gremied t3 have 3 r=d spark of Kght io them,
though this eould terdiy be s physical fact—iumed
hﬂifﬁuwntl‘y ruond woder his dark brows onul 'I:hr:F
restect on ber figure. ! Bnor then, whaot in 3t my young
woman ' e said blandly.

1 an I apisk ko pou—o0n & buaihesd, sicf © aadd she

1T !IJIIPDE:.' He loaked a2 ber more thuught-
(ully,

‘] am seot io v=ll o, e she lenccently went
on, 'that g distapt relative of pours by martiages, Sgsan
Noweon, 4 sailor'a widew, 33 in the town; and to ask
wheth=r you woukd wish 40 s0e her?”

Thea rich rougeedmorr of hiz countenance wndervent
A Blicht change ' Ob—3ysan is—stilk elivep' h
asked wath diffculty.

4 ey, sir!

* Are you her daughter ¢!

* Wea, Eir=her only daughtee”

"Whar —chy o Il poukssI e et Clinistian
Tame

* Elvabutb-Jame, sir”

‘MNewson 2!

* Elirabedh-Tane Nrewson?

Thag &t onca puggeancd to Henchard that the brana-
action of has eardy waroed Be at Werlon Fair was
uppeoorded in the family histary, Tt wes more than
b cowld have expected.  Elia wife hed behered Eadly
le him in retorn For bis wobinduess, aod had bever
proclzimesl her weang to ber child or to the world

‘3 am—a geed deal imteeecsted in vowr news,' he
gl cAnpd et thig aa mob & moatet of bosikess, buf
pleasure, suppase we ko indoars.!
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It wra with a pentle delicacy af manner, SuTpHsing
i Elimberh, shal be phowcd ber oue of e ofice, and
|I1.rn|.15'h ihe ooter IoiTa, where DMopaldl Farfrae way
orernauling hins and semples with the inguiring in.
speelion &f 8 Beginher o charga Heboehard preceded
her thomaph the daor 1o the wall 1o the sudde=nly changed
grena off the parden and Bowess, And cnward inco tha
bouse, Tla diowng-eeore b which he inored weed her
stil =xhihit=d the emonants of the lavish hreakfast laid
far Tartae, It wea Murnished to profusion with hessy
tiabopalyy (wreaeuse of the decpeat ped-Spanash houes
Fembisuxe tables, ~with lemves lanmpag o low that they
woll-pigh 17ucked the Brog, stoad aiinst the walla on
laga and foct ahaped Like iheae of &0 elephand, and ao
ore lap three huge Boliv volomes ~a Family Eahble, &
“Josephuas, and R * Whole [Duty of Man® In che
chifuney cobeer wae @ fircgrate with @ Buied perma-cir.
ciler hack, ha.'l.'ing pros anrd festions Ml in ealis
thetcon ) and the choim were of the kind which, since
chat day, hos caae lustre wpen the named of Chippeadals
Aand Shermtan, thowgh, 50 peant of facs, e patlems
Gkay have been such g3 thes= illostdous orpentery gever
saw or hesurd of

15it down—Ehzaluah Jans—sit dirwo,' hey sid| w6tk
& ahakse in his voice ae be uttrered bec came; and sittiog
down himsell be allowsd hi1 hapde t0 hanp betwenn hic
kness, while he beaked upon the cwper 4 Yoot mortker,
then, i quile well?!

1 5he iy mathi waknm oo, i, with mwavelling”

A ajlors widlaw—when did e die e

* Fatlsce wra foct 1eet spring.”

Hemwchard manoed at the woerd *fathes,” thaa applisd.
D you and she come from abrosd— A medok or Aus-
waliz ' he agked.

‘Mo, Weabhiv= been in Exgland soma years, [ =29
rw=lve whe=n we oame ber= from Canacda ¢

“Ah; sxctly " By such conversation be discgeered

Za
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the crenmatances which had =preloped oz wife and
her chibd in such toe] ebscurity that he Tad long sge
belimyed 1thetn 1o ba i dheir gravea, These things
being cl=ar, be retored 10 e poeseot,. ' And whess
in your medher staying 2

‘e b Thores Marinses’

tAnd yoo are bher duughier Elimbeth-Jaoe? ' repeated
Henchard, 1le arcae, camg glose tn her, and glanoed
io her face.  'T chink,' he said, suddesly rumibg away
with m wet epe, | yuul shall take 2 oode fom me to youe
mother, I should Jike to pee her. . . . Sha i3 nog Tet
wvery well off by her late husband?’  His epe fell on
Elizale=tb's clothes, whaeh, thoogh & mespectalle e of
Black, and bee very best, wore decidedly oldfashioned,
even to Cacterbrides eyea,

" Hat vary well' ahe xaid, glad that be had divined
this withaut her beirg obliged to express it

He gat dewn at the rable and wrobe o few lioes;
rert mking from hia pocker-beok a fve-prond nnte,
which he put in the envelnpe with the letter, Rdding to i,
&y by an alee-thought, five shillings. Seabng the whol=
up carednlly, he dizeceed & o f M. Wesson, Thes
Mariners Inn," and handed the packet to Elizabeth,

* Dretiver it to hier personally, pleass,' 2a3id Bacchard.
Wl I am glad 15 xee you lere, Elizabeth- JTane —wvery
gind. W most hawve & bong wIk togethar—but oot
Juse oow!’

He tock ber hand at :F:l.rl:i:n.g, and held it =0 m,]j'
that she, whe twd knewn 1o Lidle endshap, was moch
atfected, and bears rose oo b sl ey s The
irstank that sh= wax Fone Henchardl's gtte showesd
iteell mere distinctly; hesing shud the door, e aae in
hit dirdng-toown stiffly arcod, pazing at 1the opposoe wall
an if be = has history there

'Begrd |7 he suddenly excloimed, jumping up, 1
didn"t thimk of that, FPerhaps these ane Jmpotioes—
and Susn and the child dead after gAY

g1 r
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However, & eomaething in Elfzabeth-Tane 30on atbred
hivn ehut, ox repheced ber, ae lease, these conld be Litle
doott, And a few hoore would settle the question of
her mothoers identity; for he had arranged n hig nows
Lo s Bier Ut svening.

' It pever mming but it pours | * seid Henchard, His
kewnly cxcited interssl in bis now friemd he Soctohean
was new ethps=d by oy eveot; and Donald Farfae
eaw 50 Jittls of him doring the est of the dey $hat he
mondeesd at the suddenmess of his ceaployer's rooods.,

In et mismintim= Elzabweh barl rched the ino. Her
muther, inatead of taking the wote with the cyriogity of
4 P WOMAR expocting #apiadance, way much movsd
at mglt of 1. She dod et read L@ cmee, ashing
Flizakbeth tg descabe her 1'|-:;|:'|;|I:ii:||1:| and the Tery words
Mr. Henchard uzed.  Elizabeth's back was tuened when
her miother opensd the ke, Tt mo et . —

EMmet mm gt eght o'tlock this cyesing, B0 yon ean,
nt the Ring on the Hodmooth mad. The placs is zany
to find, I own 3aF o0 mete ngw.  ‘The news opseis
e Blmeal.  The giel seomo bo be in igonorapes,  Kaocp
ber 30 bl T hawe séen youo. M. H'

He anid merihing abowt the sneloanos of Gea pulness.
The smoun] was lip'riﬁmnl'.; it may tacily re =aud
to her that he bought her tack serin. She waited rest-
bessly for the close of che day, telling Eliesbesh-JTans
l]u.l: ghe aE :i:rl.\"i.l:-l:d thn see= Mc. Hl:-m;]:ﬂ.rdi. thir sha
would go alone, EBot ahe eid nothing o show that
the placs of meeting mas folb & hie house, noe <id she
band the hote to Elimbeth
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THE Bang at Cagterbrvdpe wea meeely the local name
of gne of the fimest Bomen Awpkaihsires, I s ths
very fineet, n:ma;in'i:n.g in Hritain,

Caserbrdgs anooonced old Foma In ewery steeed,
pliey, and preooct It Tooked Fomao, beapoke the ar
o Rome, conceale] drad men of Kome [0 way po-
poaible 1o dig more tban & foob or Do deep about the
tonT felds and gardens without fooong upon Soma 1all
poldior o7 ofher of the Empize, who harl lain there in
hin silent unohtrwsire rect for & spaee of Aftcen hundred
years, le was tioarly Found laog on bis side, ln an
oval aooop in fhes chalk, Like 2 chicksn io jta shell; bis
kn=ex dramn up b0 his chest; sometinees with the remains
of hia Sprear u.E:'uinsl'.h.is-:r.l.r.'l = ! bbuale ar becaed of boonze
v Tt breast or forehead ; an wm at his koss=s, o jar ¢
has thrtat, & bottle &1 his moash ;) and mystifed conjes-
tute poucing down Bpok him Low the eyes of Casres.
bridgs strest boys and men, who hod wmed 2 moment
by gara s the familiar spectacle a5 they praaed by,

Imeginatirs inbatitants, whe would bave fetl an on-
easantoesa gt e discovery of 2 compamatively modemn
akederan in their gardens, =ere quite unmoesd by these
hoary shap=s  They bad lived so long ago, theit lime
wap 5o unlike the pres=ot, the=ir hnpu aocl toeives were
o widely removed from oures, Thet betwern them and

iy
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the Lvang thets geeroed to riretch & gull 1o wide for

L2 ol | 5|r'|ril'. to pass.

The Amphitheaize =ax & hoge circolar enclosares,
wilk 2 noech sl opposte extremives of 31 dearcecer sorth
and sputh, From ita sloping intemal form it pmght
have bern called the apitsoon of the Jolune,  IE =an to
Casleclnidga wlar thm mined Colbzeon 13 to fuedern
Rome, and was nr:n.'rlT,r nf the ppme ln.l."l’]i.‘l‘ud& The
dusk of evening was the proper houzr st which & e
impression of s suggestive plioe oobd b eceysd,
Standing in {he middle pf the srena at that dme thers
by degeede became apparcnt ite rcal vastnesy, which s
corsary View from the somimit at neoo-day e apL b
cherurs,  Melancholy, impressive, Jonedy, yot wooesnible
fromy vvary pars of vhe dowm, {he hisweric circls was the
frequent apsl for appiointte=nts of & {furtoes kind  Ino-
irigara wete wranged theee | ientasve mestings wem
thare experimented atice divisions amd feuds,  But cna
¥ind of appsinimetit==io taelf the mast common of any
eeGeldom hed place in the Amphithgatoe: that of happr
lowecs,

Why, seeing that it was preeminently an aicy, acos.
sibbe, and prquestersd apat for indemdcws, the cheedul
Jeat furm of those oecurpeness naver look kindly to the
a0il GE the nan, would be g orioas i.uqui',rlr. Ferbuapr
it was hocauas ity gagoriations hed seogt them somesthiog
aindagar,  Its hesbery prowved 1har Apart from the mac-
guinacy matyrn of the games priginaliy plapsd Eheredm,
Auch indidents attached 00 ita peat aF these: that for
pered of s the towo-gellows led slood ab ope
oymer; that in 1728 & woman »ko hed merdered her
hustand was helb-eteangled and then burnt therm o
e preseice of o thoosand speclatons.  Teaditieon
TERArLY Phut af e certain stage of tha humﬁ*hﬂ'hﬂl‘l
burst and Jeapt oot of her body, te the temor of then
&ll, mnd that ot caee af those o dwuwsaed peeple svef
carsd particilacly for hot tost after that,  In addition
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to thets old Lracedies, pugilistic cnoownters almont b
ithe death had come= od duwn 19 teent davet in thar
serluded mrena, enfirely indsible to the oymide wq‘rl-l;l.,
gavo by climbing io the top of the enclosure, which
few towouprmaple tn the daly round of their bves aver
tnok the touble 1o doo 50 1dat, though close 1o the
tumpike-road, coimes might be perpetmted thees onacen
VT L ETS

Some boys hol Lutecly toed Ly imopart gaisty to the
ruin by gring the cemtral arenz o a crirket-pround. Buc
tha pamc wsually Janpoished, far the aforssaid reson—
et divwial povacy whieh the sched aocbe eoforo=d,
shutting oot everp eppeeciative passer's wisipn, every
coeoendatery remark from cuteiders—evervthing, ox-
cmpt Bhg skv; and o plyy ab games Inosuch cimome
stumwey was bke adfing to an emply hoose.  Dossibly,
o, the bove were Simid, tor some gld people 3a3d thae
&t cortatn moments inothe sammer fime, 0 breood day
Lghet, pezuna sitling wib & book, oo dozing in the
prene, had, on ]i:l'::nl: Fheic eyes, belimld the =|npq‘_5 litred
with a gasing legion of Tladrans soldiery 3 3 walching
e gladizionsl couber ; and bed hewrd the moar of
ther excited voices ; that the 3oros woald remain bor
& mament, lik= a lightning, Aaxh, onrl then dia.p.p'p-l:ar.

It wan eelared chet thers sl mained wedey the
aoelth entmnce anded eslls for cha zeceplion of the
wild animals and athletes whe'took part a0 the gamcs,
The arsna waF atil] smeoth aod cdroular, a5 30 wsed foc
ila oognal purpase ot e very lone ago. The sboping
paihwags by which spectatues hod asceoded o their
poats were pathways yex  Fut the whole waa grown
cver wath prags, which now, at the end of auvomer, was
bemrded with wthered bens Ual formed wares onoler
the brush of the wind, retuming to the sttentives rar
LEolian mirdulasions, and deisining for momeots 1he
fyang glakea af thiciledzmmn,

Hezochard had chosen (his spot sy being the st
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fom ohs=ovation which he could think of for meeting
hit long-ect wife, and i the same time g4 one casile
oy b fzwsd by & mceanger afeer mightf@ll,  As Magwer
¢f 1k vawn, mth & seputation w k==p op, be coodd
Tot iovite e to come (o bin bouss 1l some definie
couras had been decided on,

Just before eight be appresched the des=ried earth-
work, and gnteced by the south path which dewendsd
aver the didei of the former dens. 1o d few moments
be &ald disvern & femals ﬁﬁ'l.l.TE tn:eiring . b}r {13
great notth gep, or poblic getewsy, They met in the
riddle of the apene.  Meither spoks |ust s st tbers
Wiz oo n&t&::h}' Eur:lpm_ind the o0 Woma le=ant
against lenchard, wha supporied her in hi amos,

*I don't drink," he said n & low, halnpg, apelogetc
vaire " Voo 'I:u.f, Cysan P—1 clan't drink now—I
baven™ since thal pight  Thase wers his first words,

Ha [lt her bow here head i eckmowledgssenr that
she understood.  After & minuts gt twe be again

nt

110 T had known o were Living, Sutan!  But therm
WRp £RerF Tesagn to supposs yom anwd the child wers
deand amd gone. I wook svery poasibla adep 1o find
you—travilled-—advertized My opinisd at last was
that you had started for some colony with that man,
and had oo drowmed on pour Torzge ook Y'hy did
you keep sileot Like thaa b*

*[} Michaell begmuse of him—what other resson
could there be? T dhought T omed him Guithlulosss o
the tnd af one of our lives —Ralishly T leliewed thers
wog something gelemn and hinding o the harggin; 1
thooght that £ven io hopour T dared mob desert him
wheety he bad paid a0 much foc ma i good futh 1
et FoU TIOW nn]g’ oy hiz wiloor—] consicler m;psel.l'
that, and that I have noe claim upon 3o, Hed he nat
ditd, T showld never have comite—pevar ] O that jou
may ba suw'
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"Tut-iut | How could you b 50 simphe ¢

T doa't ko, Yot it wonld laee bees wery wicked
—if Y hasi not doughe bke thet1' a2id Sozan, almasg
Crng.

Yare purown f would Ioap ownly thal whach
'm:l:u me feel ¥YE an innocent woman. Hut—En l-:n.d.
me inle this1'

1 What, Miches] ' sle asked, alarbied,

1 Why, thi Jdifbrulty about cur living  together
agein, and Elizabah-JTane. She canpet be told nll
~—the would g2 despise ua both chal==I oould nen
= TR

"That wap why ghe w23 brought np in gnommwee of
you, I could e bear it schert

ekl —we must tulk of 4 plan for ke=ping ber in
ber preaent beldiel, angd grdting motters straight i spige
al it Yeu have hoped T oo in 4 laege way of bucinecy
h=re—that I am Mayic of 2 vawn, apd churwabdeo,
aod T don’t know what sll 2

Yoo ' e momured.

Ihese thinga, #s w=l as the dread of the girl dis-
COVCOINE Qur disgrace, makss it necessary tooack wich
eztrebn caution, - S0 that I don's so0 how you dwg can
retomm wpehly 1 oy Jowse a9 the wale and daughesr T
onoe trealzd baclly, ond banished from me; awd thee's
ihe rub ot

W'l go away at ooes. I obly e Lo sme !

"MNn, nn, So5an ; Fou ore net be gn—ypeu mistake
mel' he said, with kirdly severitye [ have thought
al than plan: tut you apd Eleabeh rake a corragein
th= tawn a3 1he wmidow Mrs Mewsoo and her |.'|.;.|.1.|.E|.'|:er;
thar § mcet you, coart yon, 2nd marry poq, Elizadeth-
Jamt voming b wey lkase as ony slop-daugloey,  Tha
I'J'.ii:I'I.E' js =0 matoml and Ly that 1= 13 hali doos in
thinking o’t, This would [=ave my chady, headstrong,
dispracsdul life a%- 8 young man abeclutely whopeoed ;
e sesrel would be yoor and wine oaly; end T chowld
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bare e plaasurs of aceig my oo only chzld ondec
ey o, a5 well us iy wile”

[ am quite in yeur hands, Michael,! sho eaid
tusekly. T cama hete Gy the cake ol Ehzaberh ; for
myealf, if you 1=l me to lmes agoin toocomrow Mo
ing, and opever come near you omete, [ RO combens
1o go!

'Bow, now; we don't want to hear thar! said
Henchard gently,  *OH courss pou wen't leave praii,
Tlonk over e plap I have proposed for & few laours;
and il Fo, =o't hit updm & Lesilél oom we'll IlJ.ant .
I hava ro b pwar for & day or twp on husineps, onfoe
tonately ; bot donng thae fme pou cam gos Jodginggs —
the l:ml}' goes it th= town Br far yoOu ar P oyer the
ching-thop it High Street—and voo can else look for
o ot

‘I che ladgings arm in High Street they are dear,
I suppaane

{ Mever mind—youn mwnd aark pedessl @ aud plan
g to be carmied pat. look to me for money. Have
you emiough rilk T come back 7 °

*oite,” said she

* And are yoo romEnrtable 2t the ino 2?

4 oyt

' And the gid @ Guile sal from laming Y shame
ef her case and onts A—that's what males me mps
wnmony of all’

%oy wold T surprissd o0 Dod how wolikely sl
ia 1o deeamn of the fryth,  IIgw oould she ewer suppose
#uch o theng #"

"Tene "

‘1 liks the idea of repesting our mRrTiage,” said
Mrz, Heneland, efier a pawss, It seems the only
riglt ¢owvrse, after all this. Mow | thick I most go
back ko Flizabeth-Jone, and el her that ooy Hos
man, Mz, Henchard, kpdly wishes us 10 slay in he
tomn.
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‘Very well—areanps thar youcselll I go saoe
way with you.'

"Mo, no, Don't rum ary rek|® said his wike
abziowsly. ‘1 cay Bad my war lmcke—il 12 nod late,
Lleas= Let me go alone.”

'Eight," said Henchard, * Butb juct one werd, The
yrul Jorgavn Boe, Skluan P

She murmorsd something; bat sesmed to find i@
difficult to frame her ancwor,

1 Hevt mind-=all in good vome' swd he, ! Jodga
me by my fotyre works—good-bye | *

He retreated, and stood wt tha appot side of the
Amphliheoy wiale his wife passed ool theoogl e
bwer way, and descanded under the trees 1o the wn,
Then Heochard himself weoe homemard, peiog o fast,
that Ly whe Hme Jie teached s deor he way alosse
up the heeds of the oncenesious woman from wbom
ha hid juar paried, He walched ber up the street,
and turoed iorg s hoose,
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':FH' etnatipg his own doot, after watching his wife eut
of gight, the Mayor walhed on (urosgh die tuomel
abaped pessege into the yanden, and thence by the
back door dowarda the aioees end grpacs, A lighl
shone frum the affce- wiodow, aod thers Belng oo bhod
10 screen the inteorr, Henchacd could see Tkonald
Farfrme sbill ecared where T had Ielt him, inidabing
himz=ll' inbe 0= mamagedzl work of the Bousa by
m'\u"lu.uljng the bonks. Henchard cntEn:d, m:n:l}'
akaeeving, ¢ Don®t let me intermapt you, if 7= =il Glay
oo lme'

17e atond behind Fanfme's chaie, watching his dex-
tesey i n:llmring up the numerical Engs which had been
alluwr=d to grow 20 thick in Hencherd's books as alpaest
1 bafle even the Scatchman' :W'h: CUET
factor's mien wAa bRl admiciog, and pet 4 wma oot
withéut & dash of pety for the bwetea of aby dan who
ooidd are to g'in.'u h=z ouod 1w such Bromikin details.
Henchard himeel wws meotally and physically wnbt
for grubbing euksteries fom aciled faper; he had in
1 Bewlem sense recsived 1w &ducition of A-ﬂﬁUEB.
and frund penmanship 3 1antalizing art,

* Yo phall de no more te-night,' ha =aid s Ienpth,
spreading bis goml hand ower the paper. 4 Thens
tion & -Ennqh temitrrow.  Come indoors with me aod
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have =mome supper. Bow pon shalll 1 em delen
wmined o't He shut the account-books with foeodlr
forie

Ironald had wished to get to his lodgings; bt ha .
aloz=tdy saw that his fGend and cmployer wh1 & man
who knew noe moderation Lo bis reqoests o impulees,
grd he  yielded Eﬂ-.‘.!ﬁ.l.l]‘!.'. Jle Likad Hynchards
waremh, cvon W it imconrTenicreed bhim; the grear
diference in Uwar chavacters adding ta the Liking.

They locked op the office, and the young men
fellowed hie companion through the prvete ke donr
which, adwnitting direcely inse Henchaed's gacden, per-
mittel a Pasange framm the wuliturao to the beaoeiful
&t one Btepn The garden was silent, dewy, and full
of perdonw, It cocnded & long way back (fom the
hnmu, first ay lawn and .Illbh'er-l.ruda, Uwn ay frwts
gu.'rljm, where the ]-l:-:ng-l:i.nr] uanic'r:, o nld os k=
cld house issctf, hed grewn 5w eout, and crampcd, and
guatbed Pl they had puolled thew siabkes cul of e
greund ond stoad distorted zod writhing in veg=iabls
agany, lixe Ieafy laogoons, The Aowers which smelt
e ewerlly wers nob fiacermible; and thep pasaed
through them anto e hoose.

The hns.];riu]iﬁrs aft the Tnnr.ning R :{pr.i.t-:-d, aod
when they were over Henchard esid, * Pall your chawe
roundl 19 e Bo=place, my deac fellaw, and let's muk=
g hlars—ghere's nothing I hate Bke o black gate, even
in Sepnember,”  He applied a Fight to the Jlaid-in fael,
aod a esediub sdiaoee spread around.

"It in odd,' sail Herchard, 'that iwe men shouwld
meet as we bawe done om a2 parely husinessy grgund,
aud chat ar the end of the first day I ahould wish 1
speak o 'ee wo a fumily meiler. Buor, dumon e oll, §
am z !Irml-h' man, Fartram: | hare mnh‘u’]jr elae o E[:H:a‘lk
19; amd 'r.'h:.r 51'.-ml-:1r|-t T el it to ten ??

TN b zlad v Temee L af T can be of any sennce
anl I.hmlr.l, n]hﬁnﬁ hix myes (o Imavel gwer the iniri-
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ate word-carvings ol the chimney-piecs, ceprescnting
parluded Iyees, ghiclds, and quiwers, oo cither <5de of
a draped vx-skulk, anmd Bunked by beads of Apollo aod
Thara in low relie.

cI'we bot bees alwaps what I am new' oontinwed
Henchord, tas Ao despr wooce being =ver 3o Lieghe
shaken, He wis plinly wnder thetl strange infuenca
which somcrimes promply men o conbfde o the mowe
found fdend whar they will oae tell to the old I
began life ps a working bwyinasser, and =hen | was
eighisers I marded on the stecnglth of my cablieg
Weaold yoa thiok e 3 mamed man '

T heard in the tnwn that you weme § wirdgwer,'

tAh, yes—pou would natumlly have heard that,
Well, I kst my wile =iglileen yeurs age— by wor dwa
faglt, - , - Thig i haw it eme dhayl (e symmer
evcnibg [ was travelling for conployment, and she waa
walking it my wde, sy the haby, sur only child,
Weoame bx a booth in a conntep fair. T way o drnkang
mab at vhat tima"

Henchard pmued a mnoent, Muew Biomel! Tk o
that his clbew mesi=d gn the tohl=, his forehed baog
shaded by lua hand, which, howewer, did oo hide vhe
macky of intospective inflesibibey oo los fedures as
he nermied in fullet detad] the inddents of the
teansacrkon wih the mailore  The dnge of indiference
which had s first been visible i the Seowhean now
disapprared

Elencherd want on o deseribe Dis atfempes to Aod
Bin wifw; the oath he awoes) the solicary life ha Jod
duricg the years which fullowed ¢ hawe E=pt my
oath bor dghteen vearm' he wept on;, 1 hees gy o
what poil see me Bow,"

cAyt

Well —ne witn conld T hear of in all ghaf Hoe;
ang being by nature sommbing of a womans-hater, [
have found Ut no hardship 1o keep at n dismoos from
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the sex. Mo wife could I hear of, T a3y, till this very
day. Aed oow—ihe hay come Lack."

'Comae back, haw shel”

' This meHming—this very moming  And what's fo
bies e # '

iCan y2 nn' wke her 2od live with ber, and oake
some emends

"That's whar I've planoed and propessd  Eoo

Yadrae" raid Yeachard gl.u-nmﬂ.].", 'hf d.nl.n; ng;hl:.
with Euss.n T #rong mncther innecent woman-

* W doa't say the @'

'Tn the omlure of I:|.'1."||:|p_',.'|:. Fn:t'me_, it iz almost 1m-
possible that a man of my sort shogid hare che gond
fartuoa ta 1ida through teenly yoara & bfe withodlk
making more blundecs than oae. It has lee=n oy
Cuptotn fie many weara 19 man oore bt Jersew in the
way of buginces, paniculerly in the potaro and poot
smton. I do a4 Bope tade wi' thean o dat boe
Well, gne wetumm when stapping theee I fell qui.bl: ill,
and in mrillnets I sank inio one of these gloomy fita
I somelimey suflfer fooon, 02 dccocot of Uee Tooelimess
i:l:rrn:.r domestic '|i.‘|'i-1 wh=n the warld seems o hare the
blackness of hell, gnd, like Job, 1 coald curse the day
that g o= birk!

1A, nmw, T neseer fesd Bl iy aaid Fadme.

*Theo pray to God thoat yon neeer mey, WARE man.
Whale o chis oeaes T waa taken puer ob by 2 SOGLE He—
z young lady I shoold tall ber, foe she wat of good
family, well brod, and well educated—the fooghter of
aon armm.ccarum fnilitary officer who had gt into
difscoltien, and lud lis pay sequesltesed, He was
Jead gaw, and her mnther o, nd she nax oy 1|;||1¢'|?
az I, Thia young creature wma GHAFINE &t the braeds
og-hedse whers 1 luppensd 1o have my ladgiog; and
wlea § w23 pulled down she tonk opan becself to nurse
ms  From that she gok to hava & foclich Lking for me,
Hearven koows why, far T waar’t wodh it But being
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together in the saame heuae, and hee feclinges warm, =a
gl baturadly infimate. I won't go inle particulars of
what our relogiona wete, It i6 enouph to sy that we
horestly mealt 10 marey. Thees zeoee 4 seandal, which
idid e oo Jarm, but wae of cuorse rain wrher, Though,
Forfrae, hetwezn you and me, a3 men and man, 1
aplemnly declars that phalasdering with =omaniind hes
peather been my +vio= nar of wirtus  She was terribly
arzless of appearannes, end I was pechaps mare, ke
camae o my deeary Glace ) And it mAs through this that
the arandal ances  Ar lase T wag well, aod cate awey,
When [ wun genes she suffered moch on my acooooy,
and didn't Forget to Wl me 3¢ in letters one piter
apother ;) oll, latiedy, I e I awed her gomething, #nd
thought thar, as I bad nat heaed of Susan fer a0 bong,
I would moake this siher ome the nnlg’ reiurn 1 coold
make, and &tk her if she would ron the rick of Sozon
being alive gvery shight as T Teliewsd] and mary e,
sich gy T wua,  Bhe jumped tor joy, andd we shouldl mo
deatt soon hewve beet marrisd—bom, beheld, Swugan
dgm=aca [

Ionald showed his desp eoneren et o complicatisa
8o far beyand the degres of hia simple cxperisnces.

* Mow z=e wlal injury & wan may causs gxsund him
Even after (hat wrong-dning et the fair when I wus
voung, I I bkad never boen 6o eclfish ap to Iet this giddy
forl de=vote heersell 1o e over a1 Jersey, b the inpury of
her neme, el might mow e well. Yet, as 3 siands, I
must bivkerly disappoind ene of these women; and it
iz the secomad. My B3t Jduey Br to Susen—rherc no
deubt gbeut thot !

‘They are both in & very melanchely positinn, and
that's trus ! ' pouttced Dueald,

"Therare | Feor mpself L doo'y aee—"1%0l all cid
one may, Buf thees twd' Henchapd paosed in pesene.
] foel I fuld The po tesat (he pocond, oo bosa than
the first, 23 kindlp g1 2 man @n in b R s
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i Ah, well, it cannen be helped !* said the other, with
philcaophic woefuloess, ¢ You mun write to the young
lady, aod in year Letter wou must pae it plain and komest
Vst at lurny Gut she @nnet L= yoar wale, the Dot hanng
come back ; thet pr mnmet se= her more; and that—
& wish her weel'

{That won'l do. "0d eenze it T miwsd do & Liecke
mote than thet! 1 mast—though she did alwapy brag
rbont hee fch uncle o1 rich aont, and her expestanicna
fcam “epl==I miuar 2endd a uecful sum of movey 1o hat,
I suppose—just as a Linde ceevaopenss, poor g, © .
Mg, wilk U ]mlp ma in Lhix, and draw up an mrplp.na-
tioo ig hor of &l I've t0ld ye, breaking it ga geoiy as
yuuw can?  I'm ose bad ar lemerst

'Angd I will”

iMow, I havan’t told you quite all pet. My wils
Gupan has my daughier with her -the baly tha was
in ber arme at the fuc; and this girl knows oothing of
me berondd that 1 am some pott of relotion by mArGeEE,
Sk han prowa op in dhe Belicf thet che miler o whom
I made= over lest wother, apd whe 1y boee de=ad, was he=r
fniher, and her mother's hoshand.  What her mother
ha: alwzya {elr, 6he amed 1 togecher fiol mow—that wa
tan't pesclaie our disgeace o che giol Ly leking Yec
:i::n.-mr 1.'|1|-|: troh.  Mow what wowsld you FL U - | »a0k
your advice’

T thunk I'd run the eek, and Cell her the truih
Ehe='ll jorgives ye tonh '

' Newerl® said Henchard /[ am nat gaing .2 fok
ber knaw the wruth,  Her mosher amd T b poing oo
tndery again ; dod 0wl not ooly help us e keep gur
child's respect, bt iL ml be more propec. Susan beoks
opat hersslf pe the sailor’s widnw, and »ont think o
Lving with me gy Fermeely withopt aneahse relipoos
ceremémy—and sle's Bt

Fariro= lhﬂ':upnn paid no 'ﬁ1|:|r-_ The latter to (he
young Jorsey moman wag carefully framed by him, and
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the interview endad, Elenchard soving, ms the Scotch-
mat Left, * I focl it & gosat zelied, Farfee, to 1ell some
friend o' this] Yoo see oow that 1the Mager of Caster.
bridgs i oot kg thriving in hie mipd g1 it seems be
might be frem the saws of bie purket."

‘ITde. And §am sory for ye!’ said Fadfae

When he wa3 gone, Henchard copied the Letter, and,
encloging & chegoe, book it to the pest-ofice, rom which
b= walked back thooghtfully

*{an it be thnt it will go o 60 ey 1" be st
‘Poor thing—God knowal  How then, v maka amenda
1o Susaml?



X

Tue catinge which Michasl Heochard hired for bis
wife Suzan, under ber nmame of HMemson—in purswsoom
of thear plin—mas io the uppse of metern par of
Lth= town, mear the nJJ, aod U= mrveoo= which over-
shadowed it The evening sun peemed (o shiBa more
pellemdy there thao anywhers £9e this surums —suretch-
ing its map, an the hour grew laler, onder the Inwest
syermanra boughs, And stesping the ground-Aoor of the
duellinng, =ith 13 gesen phutiers, in A aubarrarown of
ridinoce which U= fobiage sereened froce the opper
[arts, NRen=ath these RyLMOCEs on the tgwp walls
coald ke seen from the eicing-reom the tumoli and
sarth fucts of 1he cistanl oplasids | naekisng it altegeiber
L pleazant spet, with the osoal tooch of melancholy
that & paet-marked prospece Jeqety,

An sk ad the meher and deugheer wers ot
sty tnstalled, with a whik-uponsd serant and gl
complate, Henchard paid them a visie, and remneined o
ter.  Droanbg che eowerainnent Elizabeth waa cavsfully
booalwink =4 '|:|_'," the ey genm'l butd of the cunveran-
tion that presailmd—a procesding which sesmed (o
aford some humoor o Henchard, though hie #ifo was
not pa:u-:uln:l].- happy in iL The vitit wed repeat=d
l‘E’“‘“ and u.g:.l:n with bypsne=sslike determionton h}r
the Mayor, who asemed to hayve sehenlsd himsaf into
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& courss o strwct mechanicel mghtpegs towasds thds
woownn of prot claie, aL &y eapease o ibe laber one
gnd ta hix awn zenfime=nts.

One aflemoon the daughter was nod indaors wheh
Heochard came, and he wid doly, “Thia is o wery
g'n-nr] nﬁ:‘nrtuni.r_',f for me= to ask FOU to mame e h“'PPT
day, Suzan.'

The poor woman smoled fandy ; she did boe eojoy
pleasancries on a silwatien into which she had entesed
salcdy for the gake of her gitl's Teputation, She Lked
thets a0 liltle, indecd, chal Lheee wad pooth fur woorler
why ali= had ocounlenanced deception at 2ll, end had
not brayely let the g'i:rl Inow her histery,  Hut the
feab iq tand the tnee sxplanacion cate in dus
Tours=,

'O Michesl " she sg3d, '1 em eimid all this i
tabatg wp podr time and givieg trosble—_sben T did
nat expect any such thang!'  And she lboked at him
and at his dress a5 o men of sfleencs, Rrd &1 1he
futnicure he fad provided for the oom—omate ad
lavish tu Jeer mves,

‘Mot ot @l =aid Henchard, in mugh benignity.
®Thic is onlp a oottags—it costs me next bo woebieng,
And Ay v Labing vp dny time" —bere bis red ond back
vizoge kindled with satisfaction— I've 2 splendid febicor
t3 auperinbend my businese now-—3 meEn whida like
L'va tower besn able to lay hands oo Tefurs. [ alall
socn Le able o Jeave sverything to him, and have mace
el 1 owll my own than 1've had for vhese last frency
H.:

Hendlanls wisits lere grew 3o frequent and 3o
regulor shat it spom became whispersd, and then openby
digcusaed, in Casteybridee, thed the naasieciul, oococive
h'lu.yl‘:ll: of the town was u[.ll!u:null and enenated 'I:-].' Lhe
grateel widow, Mrs. Newson.  Els well-kpown haughey
indifferencs (o the eecicly &f womankind g silemt
pvdidanis of oomverse with the aex, tuninbatsd A
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piquency to whet would oshereice have been an un-
romantic matler =mpeugh. Thil such o poor iyl
woman shauld be his choice was inexplwabls, except
gn the geonnd thet the engagemenl wan a il afoir
it mlich senrimenial passiza had wo place ; foc it was
Inowo thar they wer= related in zome waF.  Mm.
He=nchard was 1a pu.'l: ihat the I:rl}}'s called hee ' The
Cnost,”  Samccimes Henchard coecheaed thiz cpitlhee
when ther jmsed together aloog ihe Walks—as Lhe
awvenues om the walls were oomed—at whicn his fare
wroyld derben with an eaprossion of destructiveness
towsrde the speakebs amningdut 0 des) buer be sand
bl bing:

He pressed oo the prepamciens o his anion, o
ranher reupion, with this pala ceramer in & doeged,
wnBinchung spint woch did crecie w: bis conscientious-
ness. Mabody would have comcefvedd from his eutward
demeanour thas there waa v amatory fire or pulac of
TOmuinoe a.-:L'i.nH us yuoulant tu the busile Euing an in
hus gaunt, great hause ; nathing hot thess Lacze rrsplves
—iye, b0 nake Amends to hia peglected Sucan . pnother,
e ]Jrl'.r'.'iﬂu & cugbmrtabde hotne foy Elcaletl: _TH:IIIE wawer
his paternal ey ; and g therd, Yo castigate b ]'u:'r*_'r.el:f with
the vhoms which these Testilutory acta boought in thele
irain; ameny thee the bowerng of hits Jdivnisy in
p1|h]|.r vpinion by marthng w0 compraratively humbike 2
WOETLAL.

Susio Heaclatrd enbered 2 carmape Cor the Brag Liloo
in her life when she st=pped inis the plan locugham
which deew up at the degr on the w2dding-dey fo take
her snd Elzabeth-Tanc 1o charch, L owas & windless
meming of warm Noverober oo, which Brated dewo
like meal, and la.:." in a pnwd.n:ry fnrm oo ihe= nap arl
hats and ooats, Few poophe ted gathercd rowsnd the
church door, though they mece well packed  witeo
“The Scotchman, wha egsisted 83 groomsman, was af
oourer bhe only one pescnt, Beyond the chicl ackars,

1
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who knew Lhe e situativn of 1= contracting partt=y
e, bowewer, was to0 inexperenced, o0 thogghiiy,
tod |wdicdal, bown #leoogly oonscioua of 1tha seioun sida
of the biosineas, to enter into the sceok in it doenane
wspert. Thet cequined the special genius of {hristopher
Concy, Golopken Longmays, Huzztord, and their fallns,
But they knew nothiog of Ui secree; thongh, o He
tme for coming oyt of church drew on, they guthersd
on the pavernent adjoining, and cxpoonded the subjecs
arrmsding 10 theic lighta.

1 *Tin ﬁv-c-:.n.:l.-!'nrtr Fears ginc= 1 had my seiilemsent
in thie here town,” said Coneyr; “but dase me if cwrer
&g 3 man Yaib 30 Jong before 1o talee so dile]  Thens
m chence gven far thee after this, Bance Mockeidge'
The cemerk wea sddreseed to a woman who stood
hebrnd 1oia aboobder— b same who had cohubiled Hens
chords had bread in public wheo Ebzabeth aod her
meather entered Casterbadpe,

'Be cudl if ['d barty any duch aa ha, oF ches siber,”
eplied that Luly, 4 A for thee, Chostopber, 'we koow
whet ye be, and the Teas maid the Tetier,  And as for
he —wall, there—tflomentp hee voioe] "e 3600 s was a
puear parish ‘prenbice—L wouldn't eay it for all the wodd
—kaut 's w3y 2 poor pacish 'prentice; st began lifc w3
o moes belenging o 'en than & cammon coow!

' And now be's worth ever st tnilch a minute' mar.
mured langways. "When o man iy 3033 & be worth
%2 znd e0 & minute, Be's & men to be coneideesd |

Turbing, be paw & oecwlar dse retcolated woth
eres=s, ol recognized the su:nil.'ing' contenanre of the
2t woman wha hed eskod for eocther song &t the Threa
Maripees, = Well, Mothier Cowsom' e =idd, (how's
tlox #  Here's Mrs. New:-:ml L Ouere Lk-:l.'ﬁntan, s [-d]3
angthar hustand to kesp hee, while 2 woman of your
tonnags tave e,

1T bave ol Mar another w et me L, Al RS
Cursymo's gone, ond 5o shall Teather breechea 1!

Lag
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'Yep; with the Dlessing of (rod lemther Loeechas
shall g

1"Tun't worlls tay eld wlale to think ef anotber
husband;' continued M, Coxsam. 4 And et 17 lay
Eiy bk I'md a8 reepectable hom e abe

1 Toe ; four mether was a vecy good weman— I @an
mind her,  She wers pewmrded by the Agricubuml
Somiely Lor hovine begot the preagest oumber of hoalthy
children withunt paosh wssistance, and ather vitdgeos
marven.!

*'"Twaa 1thas fhat kept va ao low upon gronnd—ihat
grmt Bouiby

1 Av. Where the pigs b= maoy the wash ruos thin'

‘And dostot mind hew mether =oo0ld sing. Chrir
tophect ' woolinoed Mes, Cussor, kiadliog et the recno.
speotion ) Yand hew we weot with ber o Lthe party a2
Melistack, do e mind 7—at alf Teme Ledlox’s, ormer
Shirar's sislet, da 9 mind ?—~-she we used to call Toad-
akin, bemuss her facy wert so yallar aod {reckbed, do ya
mind 7'

‘T doy bee-haoe, T dol * 42id Cheriagopher Coney.

1 And well do 1—far T was getting up hoshand. high
At that time—onehall girl, snd t'nther half woman,
a8 onc may sAY,  And canst mind—ebe proddced
Soloanpi's shoulder witlh hec hngecLp, whils ber eyes
pwinkled bwtwes=r the rrevices of theic Bds—1 cnst
mind the phegrr-wine, and che ilver-snufern, and how
Yoan Dumeett waa ook tad wien &¢ were coming
hom= and Jack Grgps way foreed o sy ber I'Jun'u.gh
the mod; pnd how '3 let ber Gl gn Dairyman Swest-
apples cow-barton, ard ma had to <lane her pown wi'

2 yeewer el & poest 59 "2 wens in Pt

! rimthet I drmembesbee, smch doggacy as thers
wap in them encicot degs, fo be surel  Ah, the mikea
I waed to walk then ; and vow I can hardly step owsr
a furmr | *

Thar reminiscences wers fut shert by the appoarancy

FoL
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ol the reuniked 'p:i'r—l'ienﬂurd. hmﬁ:i.nﬁ' rownd upea
the idlers with thar smbiguows gaee of his, whirh ot
ane muowoent seemed o fdn aeeidfacyon, and b
onother ﬁr_-'r:r elizglmin.

*Well—Lthere's & differencs berwesn 'em, though be
dir all himsell & teetorallet’ <ad Fanco Mackridge,
15he'l wish her ke dl;l:g]'l. afare slw's dooe of him
There's & Huocheardy ook about 'an; g il oot in
tmc.”

15wA—he's well encugh!  Some Bl want theic
Juck hgteered.  IT Ihad & choice pA wicde a3 the oomn
aes I wouldn's wiskh for 2 bewey o, A poor teznk.
fag winan bke er—'tis a godsend Gr ber, wed besdly
a pair nf jumpa or night-wil 1o hee name.'

The plain lilﬂipg}nm drove ofFf n the mist, and
the idlery disperssl *Well, we hardly know hew o
lovk wn things i these bime=s |7 sod Seloown. ' Them
was g men dropped down dead yesderday, nak o very
meny miles from bee: and what wi' that, Rnd this
miowl weatl=r, is siarce wocth coee's while 1o begin
Oy wntik n' CONKE WETCR 1.n:|-|:1=]r. I'm io such a baw
key wich drinking wothing but smell 1abls ninepenoy
thia Jast week @r two Uat I slall call end marm up at
{he BMar'ners a1 1 pasa 2lang.”

11 don't ke iyt qhat J may as well go with ‘ee,
Solomon,” said Chrswapher; 'I'm gs chmmy z5 &
wokle-eral !



xry

A MARTINMAS summer of Mrs. Henchard's Life aet
in with ower encey inbo her nusbands large house and
respectable sovial orbit; aod o was as Lrght as sach
rammers well can bee  Lest she' shoold pine for desper
Affection that L could give, he made & poink e Shaw-
tog wome semblance of v in extttoal action. Amang
other fhings he had the ion ibngs, that had smilsd
sudly i dull mast for the Last gighy yesrs, paiated
a boglt green, and the heavy-bacred, snall-pans)
G:urgian sa=h wancdeoes =nbiveoed with tho== crats ol
white, e waa as kind to ber as a man, mayor, and
churchwarden could possibly B The howas was Lgge,
the reoms lufty, and the bndiogs wsade; and the twn
UARSSUMiTE TOMEN sarcely mad=a 'pem-.-pl:l'l:-'llt addition
€0 its conecnte,

Ta EleabethaTane the linne wis 4 masr loomphant
poe, ‘The fr=edom =he uper'lunmil th= i.nr;hl'lgv:nn;.-::
wilh which the wao iteated, = rond her evpecia-
tiond,  The reposeful, eazyAffucnt Al to miocn her
mother's macriage had e Tl leer was, in troth,
the heginning of & great changs @ Elizaleth, She
found ahe could have nice patsoral posscazions and
ormanents for U ooking, and, 83 the wediaval apog
puts 'it‘ 'Take, have, and EHE]J, ane plvu.unl =words.”
With psace of mind came development,.and with

1ag
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develspment heaoty.  Knowledge—the resolt of grea
malural imsight—she Qid pot lack; leamiog, #ocoo-
plishroenis .chose, alss, she had new; buer as phe
winter aod spricg passad by, her thin Bee and figom
fillel put in 1punder end sotter curres; 1Rt Jines and
cuntractiond  pponl ber young brow wewt awar; the
'lT:IlI.‘d.'iI.'IEH -ud' HHH 'l'IIEII.'I:L l]'.I-E ]'.ﬂd ].I'Jﬂk.l!'d. ajxin an her
Tat tar mnhere departsd with g change to abondance
of goud things, avd a blooo e wpon ber cheek.
Fuchapa, b, ber grey, twugheful =yes cevealed an
Arch gaiety sometimes; hob this wos iofesgueend ;) the
gort of wisdom »hich Teoked (rom cher pupils did nes
reaclily kenp ooaspany with thess bghter pocds Like
all Feaple who hawe= knawn nmgh times, l'ig;hl:-hﬂ.rbad-
ne6s Beomed o her o imstional and inconssquent i
be indulged i excepl a: & eckl=ta deamn pow aod
th:'n_; bur she had hesn too Eu.rl:.' halrtvated to onxcos
Tedsoning to deap the habit suddenly.  She felt none
ef those upa &nd doans of et which beel go Bany
prepls mithoot ciuse | never—e pamaphmse o recem
poct—never s glrom in Flizabeth-Jane's gon] but she
welil hosw how 3t canen there; and ber prescnt choer-
fulness was faicly proportionate e bBer solid guacaokes
for vhe same.

I1 might heve boeon suppoasd that, given & gEirl
mapidly becoming  good. beoking, coodarably S
ptaneed, gl for the Arat Hme in hee Hie commanding
roady money, she woukd go and make 3 Fool of herseld
by doms. Hot v The rexténableoess of almock
ﬂv:r:,rl.'lting thar Riizebeth did was mowhers mars cons
Fpicuous than i thie gueatian of clothes, To keepin
the rear of oppoctunity 1o caatters of indolgees 19 &3
valualde 2 hahit as to keep ahreast nf epportonity i
matters of enterprise, Thie ubsephisticated gith «fid
‘1t by an iomate percepiivesest Thar was almost genios.
Thut ahe fefouoed from borstng oot Yke 2 waker-
Bower thet sprong, end clothing boesell in puffiogs asd

Lig
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knirk-kracks, an most of the Castectridne giels weeld
hwwe done io her circomstances  Foer oicmph mam
tempered by Goonspection; she had aull ehal Helds
mouas fmar af the onulter of destioy ddespit= Eir pra-
mias, which is common samang the dhoughohal wha
buve sulleved murly from poverty and oppresazon,

'L woot be ton gay om any accuuntt she would
pay to heeself, ¢ Ie would be tempting I'rovidence to
burl mocher and ma dowe, and &flict w3 again as Ha
us=d o do

e now see her jn g bBlack silk bannat, welvet
rsaonle of Bilk epemccr, oderk deess, and careving a
sunshode.  In Uudy Laeeer asticle sbee dosw the Line al
fr'.mgl:, and hzd it phin r.rIEm:L wilh a Jitll= 'i'l.'\'l,'.iT:ll' :ri.ng -
For Lecping it cloced, [k wac odd abeowt the nececsicy
bor lhat sobsbwds, Sl diseoverod thae woith thie
charitication af her roopledoo amd the l€ch of pink
chetks ber pkin hed grown more sensitive o the pun’s
i’ys.  She proocecied those cheeke feribwith, deeioing
spotlessress part of momanlioess.

Heochard had became wery fond of her, and eho
werit oot mith him more feequently than with ler
mwlber oow.  Her appmmnce ooe= dday was a0 attrasc-
e that he laoked, at ter critically.

‘T bappened 1o have tbe obbon by oe, 30 T owads
et wp," ahe falesred, thioking bim perhaps olissatisBed
with zame mther hu'.ighl: I'.r.imm.'ing' e hed donned for
the fiTet time,

‘Ayemi] mOprseE—to be sure' Be repled io his
legoioe b 11k na vag like—ar tRther A3 Tougr
mother advizes ye 'O zepd—=I'we polhieg o chy
wil’

Iodoory che appeared with her hair diaded by &
prting thot scched Lke o while minbow fom et 1o
esr, AlL o Jront of chis lie was covered with a thack
etcipieml of curls p all behind wos dragsed smoothly,
and drown 1 2 knob

n 10§
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The thees meml=rs of (he family wees gilting o
breakiast one day, and Henchaed was Jooking siberaly,
&t he wfen did, ac dus head af hain, which in coluwr e
Lrowo—rather light thap dark. ' [ thonght Fhizaheth
Jane's bRir—oidin't you tofl me that  Elizabaoch-Tane's
hair proroised 1o be black when she was & baby ' be
panl to hix wile

Bhe leoked starled, jecked his Moot warmingly, amd
muarmured, *Thd I8

Ans poono uEh:ﬂ]tﬂimgﬂn:tﬂh[mrﬂnm
Tlenchard tesumed.  'RBepad, T nearly forges myscll
Juer mow | What I necant was thar dee gid's haor
n&rlnin'h" Jocked ax if it wnold be |;l:|.1'|:ErI wh=n she
| E Y tﬂ.h}'.'

Xt did ; bue chey aliec so,' repled Sosan

¢ Tleeir hair gets datker, | koow—tap § wasnt awae
it ]igiﬂﬂn:d mward’

c0h pes  ARd che e uneasy szfmesson cAfod
out vn her Ee, to which the Future he=kl the key. 11
prssed a5 [enchard went on !

EWell, 80 fouch e berest.  New, Soaan, T owaut
o have leer mlied Biss Heachard—not Miss Messon.
Let's o' poople do ic &leeady in carelesanass—ik is her
Tepal meebe—an 0 vy By well be mede her wiwal
naime—=] don't like t'other name at all for my own
flesh and bleod. 17 adwerdiee it in the Casierbridge
papor—that’s the way (hey do it She won'd ohjes '

‘No. Ohne But—' :

I“,.,-q,_.ul"
A Well, then, I sheil do it® ssid hl:.Gn_:n:T_nE:nrilr-}
" Burely, if shes willing, you muder wish ic as

as I

*Ob pe=—if she aprees it us &0 it bp all means,’
she peplisd,

Then Moy, Henchard acted somewhat inﬁml‘iﬁ!ﬂlﬂ:ﬂ'j
it might have Bern calicd Fleely, but that her manner
wra emedione] erd ol of the saenesiiess of ane who
miehes tor do Apht a2 great hagard  She went o Elize-

and
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'bﬂh-].;ni:. wham she found !F.'l'.-"'IE in h=r own ri:'ling'-
rxob epstairg, and 1e0ld ber what had besn propoacd
aboot e swmams. S yoo agmee —as L bol a slight
upen Wewsen—now hey dead and gone #°

Elizabath refected. T’ chink of ir, mether)! abe
amswered

When, leter in the dov, she saw Henchard, she
advereed to the matter at oncs, In 8wy whick showed
that 1ae lime ed feeling stadl=d by deer woother had Locn
p:r:mh:r:;d in, 'Ng Fao wish thia uh:.n;gz =L TACE mch,
£r?"' aha eaked.

ek ! Why, my blessed fatlers, whal ap ado
wrog women ke glook g irifle | 1 progeascl it—that's
all.  Mow, "Lizabech-Jane, just please youesedf,  Coese
i 3 T fares wlmt poal du. Neww, pod onderaand, don't
e gO ogreming 13 ik to please moe”

Here the sulject dropped, mnd noshing mere waa
paid, end bothioy was dooe, end Elizabe]s sl paszed
ms Misa Mewson, and not Ly her begal nome.

Meanwhile the great corn and bay traffic condusted
by Henelar] thoowve woder the masepersense of Tlonald
Fardmae on it had oever thowen before It haad feomedly
moved in jolte ; now it went on oiled castom. The old
erods vrid e sy sice of Henchaod, o whicls eswerything
depended upuo his memaory, and largaine wers made Ly
the tongue Alnne, was awept away,  Letters and Jedgers
ook the place of ' 10 defr' and < yon wlwll hae't ; fapd,
iy in Al soch dases of n.dru.nl.'l.-, the mp;hﬂud |.|-5||.'I'J::re=q|.1=-
nexs of the old method disappeared with ity incon-
WL,

Tha position of Elimbeth-Jone's room —rather high
in 1he honze, B0 that it commanded a visw of the hay-
atores and graabed achoas the pacden—aforded her
opportubiby for accomte obseratipn of what went on
i She gow thor Doprolf and Mr Hapehaed were
inscpanables.  When satking weetber Henchard would
lay hin artu Gmiliady on iy manager's swulcder, as i

1ay )
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Feriruo werg o yaonger brother, brosing 30 hearily that
hiz alight Arure benc wpder the weight,  Occaaionall
uhe wintld b=t o pecfect cinnenals of Buglhter from
Hrochard, I:I.Ti.‘:il'lg from l-nm::ﬂring unein] hod peid, the
teeer looking quite innocont And bor oghing at alt,
To Henelaod's sotswhar lﬂmﬂ}' Life b e'r.irllmﬂ.r found
Lthe young man as deshrably for comrudeship 83 he was
uwsefal for conauliaione,  Donabd's brighanedss of Inlelbect
martined o Ue comofacttr the kdocotion 1t had woo
at the fipat bour of their meeting. The poor apinion,
and but ill concexled, that be entertained of sha slim
Faclrae's pliyseal girth, siosngrh, and dash, wis foore
1kzn count=rhalanoed h:_r.' the immense respect h= hard
for hia brains,

Her quimt =y dipeerned] that Henehund's tigerish
oAersinn frr the FONTEET Man, hiz oonsmak ]i'h:ing' L
have Farfrao nexr him, now wod then naulied in 2
reodency 1o domineer, which, hawever, wid checked o
p mement when Nonald exhitited marke of real ofenos,
One dey, dooking down on thedr Gguees from oo high,
phe herd U Later remack, oy they stood 1o the doorway
betoreen gurden ond yard, that their habic of wiking
and drving about logether mather newtralieed Farlrae's
value as & 3=eod i of eyel, which shoold be oeed in
plases where the principal wae not, 0k damm '
ereed Henehaed, * swhecs all ohe world1 T o & ellow
wr tatk o, How coow along and hae scme supper, end
don't take 00 moch thogght abogt thingy, o el drive
me craan”

Whet she walkad with her mother, oo the othas
hand, she ofien beheld the Sotchman kaking ar them
wilh & curious Sotersat.  Thae fact that hie had mef har
at s Thiee Muriners wd insofici=nt 1 aceount for
11, sinre on the orroapene on which sbe hed entered
his room he had never raiwed hle cves,  Besides, it wan
a1 her meotder waee jweocobcly than at bereell thae
he Todked, to Elimbeth-Jrra's halfuncenecious, drphe

rad .
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minded, perhaps pordrnahble, disappointment, Thos
ghe conld poc eooount for this Dnlessar by her oww
gitrwcrivenms, And abe decded thae it milghe be
apparcat only—a woy of turping hin gyes that Mg,
Forfrae had.

Sha did oot divine the ample explacateo af his
tmanner, withgu, personal vapity, that way efforded by
the Mgt of Doneld boing the deposivary of Honchard'a
cotfidenca i peapesct af bis payl trespoent of the pale
chastened mether who walkad by her siwie  Her con-
jectanss on that past newver wend Jurther thao Caimt
cnca based on Uungs cauonelly bewrd and veen——lwene
Fall=E =] thint Henchard and ber modher mi!;hl'. |.'|..'.|.1.'¢
been lowers in their younger days, =he had guarrclled
moil pearbed,

Camterbiripes, a1 Ima been hinted, wos a place de-
poaiteed in the block upon a com-fedd,  Thers waa oo
suburb in the modern asbee, o ool iover
wisture of towo end down 3t sweod, wath reEed tn
the wide fertile land gdjoining, clexn-cut rpd distines,
like 8 cheap-board on & preen ealde-clach  The Grtoers
bay could ot woder his ladey-mow and pich a stan=
ioto the offce-window of the towmn-clerk; reapors At
work ameoog the abeavea wodded 1o soquainlaeess
ptanding oo the pavement-commer ; 1w cel-roled fudge,
when be comidemned 2 shespstealer, prononnoed sen-
teoce to the tuos of Baa, thel focated in ac 1he wiodaw
froe the pamaitder of Uee Do browan@ hael by ; and
#f exscubicns Che waiting crowd stood in 4 meadow
immediskely befara the drop, cut of which the s
hod besy becupoesrily doves o gies the spectatort
TOOme

The corn grawn on the oplknd eside of the borough
wad gartiedmsd by Ghoecs who bved 1o 2o sasterw parlien
mll=d Thiqower.  Here wheat-ocks nw'hung the nid
Boman straet, wisd thruao their eaves against the charch
Lrwa? ¢ prevo-tbaiched Feros, with docreays a8 bhigh s
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the gaies of Sclomcn's 1emple, opensd directdy wpen
the main thorsughfare, HBaxrna indeed were 50 nwmer-
ouE 4y Lo allemuie with syery halldazen baaet along
the way. Here bvard lorgsses who daily walked the
fallow | shepherds in mn intra-murm] BQuesss, A sTect
of fereners’ hameareads -~ a arreet uled Ly a mawer and
corpaation, yet echatng with the thump of the Aail,
the Autter of the winro=ing-fam, ard the parr of the
mulk iseo Lthe peila—a seeeet which had awthiog
uthan in il whetever—thix was the Domcover eod of
Casteebridge

Henchard, as wan naturad, dealt Largely wich thas
nucaery or bed of small farmwrs cloke at hand—and hes
woigennp weee ofiep down that wey, Oree dey, when
Brtalgemenls Wers 1 poogresd fr gelting home com
from ouee of the aforearl facms, Ebzaleth-Tane reo=ye=d 4
ngl= h:,r hand, esking her 13 ohlige the wTitee |.'|:r eoming
4t ooce 1o o grenary oo Doreover Hill,  Ac this waa
the granuy whoese content Heochard was remeing,
she !]1|:IIJE1'||: th= request had :nrrlr.l:hi.ng tp dn with hia
bugitcee, and proceeded thither g8 soon a5 she had pat
v ber bonmet. The gprunary wad just wathio Ue Goo-
yard, pnd stord on stone staddles, high enmugh for
persons to walk under. The gules were open, bat
fwbeady was wilthin, Huowersr, she =otemed abd wailed,
Presenthy she saw 2 Bgure apmeaching the gate—that
of Dovakd Farlrae,  He locked op at the chureh cloeck,
atd mme i By aome onacouotable gbpasss, eimesd
wish not (0 mest him there alone, she qowckly asceml=d
$hes Grepladder beading to (he granary door, and enfered
il before be had coen Lier. Fafras advaneed, Iwaglniog
limself in situde; and o few drops of min beginming
ta fol, be moved and steod under the shelier whers
ahe twd just been pranding.  Here he kol apiet one
of U El.u.ddle:, andd gave Tamzelf up Lo 'p:ti:enm HF_'.
173, wag ploinly expacting some ons; oould it L her
clf? £ Fp, why? In & few nnouws be looked ab Lie

Ito
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waich, and then pulie*oat m note, 2 duplicats of 1ha
tioe alie bod Besell peoeived

Th= =ituatiom heg:m to = very awkward, prod 1ha
Tonger she writcd the more a=kward it becamc, T
emerye from & door just above hag head and descend the
ledder, end shrw she had be=n in hi.-l!i:n.g' Lthere, wogld
look mo wery {oolish, that she still =3ited om, A win-
oowihg taclune Stised close Besude her, ahd w relbeve
hu' SUIpEOsE 1.]1.-= _Eenl:[y mored the harile H w‘l'bgn-nl.pnn
& cloud of wheat hucks Aew oot into hee Bace, Anad
covered her clodhess apd tongeet, and atuck o Use
fur of her wcterine He moost have herd the sl'i;‘hl;.
movement, for e lopked up, mnd vhen asconded 1he
Lleps.

" abh—i¢'s Misy Newsen,” he said os apon ax he rould
pee insc the gracary. 'T didn’t konow yoa were thers,
I hawve kept e appmaiment, and s al your seooce.”

1} Mr. Fadme,' she Gltaresl; Y50 hawe I Box I
didnt knew it was you who wished to pee mr, oihor-
wizz I !

'] wishad to see pou? {3h oo—al lest, chat is,
I om aftaid there may e a misiake,

'Driddi'n you Atk e e come beted Thdb® yon
wnle thin 7' Elizalath hald cut ber note

'Wa,  Indeed, 8t no hand woald I heve thought of
it] And for you—didn™ you eak med  Thic iz ooe
your writingF* Aod be Jeld op los

1 Ty ng means”

"And i that rcally so | Thenica semwbody wanting
to see wa Lol P‘ﬂ:ha.].'a we would o well 10 wail &
Littir bynger,”

Auting oo 1hla considseation they lingeoed, Elizabcsh-
Tawe's Gre being armunged 1o an expo=slon af preter
mulum] sempasure, and the young Soot, st eveny fontstep
im the street witbout, looking from wnder the granATy
to ace if the powmer were Aboot o enter &nd declaro
himaelf phair sqmoaeer- Ther watched  inedividual
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drmps of min crecping down (e Chatch of e oppesioy
rick—straw &ficy siaw—ull they eached the latiom;
bt nubody cume, and tha granary moof began to drip.

"[re person 33 net Bcly to ba coming,’ said Fadvws,
ETe’s & trick peichiapa, and of sa) 122 & great pity o waste
aok tma Like this, end 3¢ meach o b done!

'*Tia & great [berty,' 2aid Elieabcth.

Ity bowe, Moss Mewson,  We'll beir newt oF thiy
some day, depend oo, onl who it wor that did it I
wouldn't stand for it hinderng mpscil; but oo, Mo
MNewaon "

1] don™t nﬁm!—mu:h_,' she= n:'|'.||iﬂ:],

‘ Meither do 17

They lepsed again ints silence. VYoo are anzopns
ke g=t hack to Scotland; [ syppose, M FarFme? " she
inguired '

‘[Dh ba, Miza Newton,  Why woold 1 Be 2!

‘T only suppnssd you might be fmom the sang you
gang at 1he Three Mariners—abowt Sootlawd and hoos,
I tnesn—which you seemed 10 fim] o dewp down io
Iﬂﬂrhﬂl“t" o Lthat we ﬂlﬁ:lt‘ﬂpr}u}u_'

cAv—amd I did ming thero—] did——~  Bat,
Misa MNewso '—and Donebd's o mosically wodo-
Iated between e :mi.hpnrs, ag it nlllr:l.:ﬂ: &id when
he became eamest—'at'a well you foo] & mong, for &
fow minudss, and pour eps they pet qoile terefud o Tt
¥ao finish it, and for all you f2It poq doo™ mind it or
thick of it agrin for & long while. O e, [ don®t want
togo back )l Vel I7 sing ehe sbog loo pool wi' plimdons
whanewst you bke 1 oeneld siog it naw, ond et mind
&t allle

'Thank you, indesd  But 1 fer T fugdl goe—rin
or T,

Ayl  Then, Mim Newson, yo haed better may
bothing abaut this oax, and take oo beed of 30 Asd
il the persom should say anythiog to yoo, be cvil e
him or her a1 if yiou did oot mind it—a0 you'll ke
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et cley=t parson's laogh away” I speaking luy eves
became fived gpon her dress, Gtill sown with wheat
huosks, =Theres ks and dwst on you, Tvrhaps pou
don't kocrw P ' Lo =id) an voaes of sxerere deluacy.
1 And it’s wery had o =t @in came opan clothes when
there'a chaff oo chem,  Ie washea in Rmd spoila them.
Let oot Delp yun—Dluwing is the best.”

Ax Elirabeth neither pssented nnc dir:.-:mt-:d, Ixonald
TFarfrae began blowing ker lack hair, apd hee side heie,
atd leer reclk, and che cmwn of beer boonet, and 1be
fur of hber valgrine, KEhzah=th p}inE, 'ﬂh. thank Fnu,’
at evper puff. At leat aha wse fairly olean, thouwgh
Farrse, having pot aver bus Bot cooeem ol Hie stk
tion, sermed o oo manner of by to be oo

*Ah—oneor I go and ged yo an umbradls,” ke 2aid-

Sha Aenlinsd the offsc, stepged ond and wed o,
Forfrns wolked slowly after, Jooking thooghtfully at her
diminishing fipurs, snd whistling i endsriones, * A2 ]
caies dewa though Canoohet



xv

AT Erat Mise Wewasn's hoddiog beanty way pot
gArded with moch inteces by enybody in Castorbridge.
Donald Farfrae™s pess, i la dfwe, wio ndw attacted Ty
{he Mayar's soucalled stepraoghter, Lot he wax onlp
onG,  The trath 33 thet she 7Ry but a poor iluatcative
hvsearce afl the prophor Baruch's gy defistion: 4 The
virgin that Joveth to go gay.'

When she welked aSyzad she eecmed to be oocupied
with &0 infer chataber of idess, and Lo Taws slight ne=d
for wisihle ahjecta She formexl codicus mesnlvea on
checking ghy fRncics in ke matier of cothes, becinse
it wad incobaotent meh hee pagt lite 16 blossamn paodily
the oment she bad become p-u:nssed of monesy, But
nedhing ia more incidicow than the svolution of mishes
froed meeee fancles, and of wanes fooml mewe wishie,
Henchard Ve E.Iinbel:h-]n.mt a kax of :leli-:ll'.dg'—l'int.:d.
gElowsa one spring dey  She waoted to werr them fo
abiow Fier apprecaiied oF lia Eandaess, bul she had ne
banet Ut would lummaomize. Ax an ortistic :inrlulg:nm
she thought ste would have such a bonnet,  When she
hed & bonnet that woold po with 1he glowss ale had
niy dress that would go with the brmoet 1t was now
absgolutely naceseacy 10 finish; ehe ordersd the requi-
mite ecticle, and found that she had no suoshada to po
with the dress. In R a penny in Rr a pound ;) she
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bought the cunabnde, and the whole siruciure was al
bal compleis

Evra’:.'bn-dr was attmaried, end pome sAid that her
byrone simplicity wac the Art that coenecals ael, 1he
Slebiare impsaitian ' of Bochelomaold ; she bad pore
tnced an effect, a comimast, and it kad Ye=n dgne on
purperse.  Aa A matter of Bce this was nob tewe, bt
it had ils mewlde; Bar 23 eocan B Caslechridge theoglht
ber acifol i thrught her worth notice. ¢ Ik is the first
tie in my lifc that I have been fo much admired,'
rh waid ro Werell, ©thowph peshaps e 4 by those
whose odmiration i3 not worth having.'

But Twonald Fadw=e fdmired her, top; and alto-
pelber tha Gaw was an exciung ot bex had aewst
hedrre assertad iBelf in her so :tmnp:l}'l far in farmear
days ghe had pechape been 1o @ persoredly haaman
i be distinecively feminine,  Afwer an onprecedented
aocc=sa one day she cume Indenrms, went upsiadrs ond
leant upon her bed face dowmwards, quice forgetting
tle possible coeacing and damage, ¢ Good Heaven,'
ah= whospeeed, "eat I be P Here am I seffing bp os
the tnwn beanty 17

When she had thooght il aver, ber usual fesr of
éxagpumating appeacinces engendersd 3 deep sadoms.
' There s something ®Tong in ol thiv,' she mosed.
tIf thoy only kmew what an onfinished giel T am—
that I can't eale Daban, or vie globes, or shoaw anp nf
the pnmmﬁi:!unnnu they learm ot 'I:-n-u.rd'rng-schmls,
b they would deapice e | Feder sel &l thia ficer
and buy myself graceac-books apd dicuonanes aod &
hiat-l;\r}' of 21 the phlﬂsnphiﬂ 1N

Ehw looked from the window, and sew Henchard and
Fadue v the hay-paed dalking, wmich ke smpetuous
copdizbity oo the Mopoo's par, anid genial medesur
on the yoenger maen's, that was ngw 30 generzlly oh
servalile in thear jnleecowrse,  Frictdabap betesen nian
and man; whot a ruggesd strength there was im if k3
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r melneed by these two, (And yot the sesd that was to
2 Yifi the foundatson of this foendshop was st thet mrimenl
Laking root in A chipk of ita structurc,

It wag about six o'clock ) the m.Ln mare dropping
pff homeward toe ly ane  The Llest bo lemwve wis &
und-shoulderad, Hinking young man of ninsterq or
vwetiny, whics moutih bell ajar oo the alighoeas [roToE-
tion, sezmingly Lecatues thems was fu chin w suppott
it. Henchard olled sloud to him gf he went out of
Ut gt  * Heore— Ake] Whicds |7

Whictle tumed, ol mn lack & few sieps.  FYM,
air,)' he &id, in bresthless deprecation, sy if T kngw
whit w4 Coming naxt,

1 {nre more—LULa o Gme Wo-mormow moming. Yoo
sof whar's b0 be dome, and pou hear what [osay, and
you kv I'm not going to be tided with aoy bonger.”

1 ¥ea, sir" Theo Abel Whirtde lefe, sud Hencbarnd
and Frrfree ; apd Fhzbeth spw 0o mnee of them,

Mow thern a3 poad reason for this commeand on
Menchurd's yae. Poar Abel, is be wes allod, had am
invelorats hahit of cverslerping himseld and cnoing
lat# Lo hiz work.  Hir xnxdows sill was bo Do among
the macliest; Dub i loe coowade omited m podl e
etriog that he olwaps tied mund bic great toe and ket
omby out of the window for that purpose, his will
wan as witd  He did bor arsive bo 10

As be way often sconnd haod at the hay-weighing,
ar ab the crane which lifwed the sroka, or waa one of
those who had 1 acompany the wuggens inte the
country to fetch amey slacky thar bad been pomchased,
tioa afliction of Abel's was praductive of mach ihcon-
weoidnee Far 1wa fwouhgt in the peesent week be
had l;q;pl;. the nthars 'l.'.:i:l.'in; nﬂ:’]jr y hour; henos
Henchards threat, Tt now rensieed to be aecn what
would heppen Lg-moroow,

Biz o'ddock wtruck, and thers wra oo Whittle, At
hulf-paat 6ix Jieochard entered {ha yerd ; the wagpon
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wy hored (hat ALl wan to pocompany ) and he other
man had bt walling twenty minacea. Thes Henehaed
wwrre, and Whittle coming up bir=athlegs ag that insaar,
the cnm-factnr turmed an bim, gnd declared with an oath
that this wee 1ho Leet tient ; thet if be wees bohiod ooca
mobe, by Gud, be woull come and dag hom oat o bed

" There 15 eommit wroog in my make, wogr woT-
shipful |* gaid Abed, “especially in the iBside, whepss
my pot dumb bowio pets ok desd as & clor afone Ty
siid my few scraga of preyers. Ves—jt cang on ge
n stripling, just afere T'd got mans wages, whereas 1
mover anjoy ety bt w all, B oo ssioer do I be down
Uuo I be waleep, anad afore | be owzkea T b up, 1w
festted ™y gizzard gresn abowt i, maister, but whac
can I dof How bast vaght, afore I went v Led, T oaly
hasl & Fantling o che=yy and ——

1 den's wRnt to hear it " roared Henchard, ' To-
momew tho wag@ond msukt atavt &1 Fout, aod iF pou'os
ot bere, smnd clear.  I') ooy thy fegh for thee!!

! Hukleb mm glear yp my paints, your wopshipfy] ——

Henchard iurmed away,

Hea auked pe aod be quastiooed me, sl thes at
woubdot hear my pointe 17 awmid Abdd, to the qnd in
genemml,.  * How, [ shall twiich like & moment-hand sll
night da-tight lor few o' Jom 1 ¢

The journey 13 be taken by the wogpems next day
wig B long one, inte Rlackmoor Vale, and st four
a'derk lunterne waes montg about e yard, Bor
Abk=l wax misaing. Hefgra =ither of ths gther men
ceald Tan to Abel's pod warn him, Henchaed appoared
in the garden doorway, Where's Abel Wluttled e
Oirit biar w1l I'vi mad ¥ Mow Ul oy ogt oy ward,
by my bleased fathers—naothing slae wil] do him any
good | I'm going up that way '

Henehard wehe off, eotered Atels bouose, a binde
edtags in Back Streat, the door of which wee neeer
cked, tocause the jomates had pochisg to loss,
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Eeaching Whittle's bedsicle, the coro-factor shoygted »
Lass nate so vigoroosly that Abe] stzned wp instently,
pod tehlding Henchaed ctanding over bin, was gal
vanized Lo spasdie mévemeots which bad nol mech
relaticn to gedting on hin clothes,

‘Ut of bed, 6T, 6rd o o the groavy, o you
lave moy employ rowdar! "lis to wmeh ymoa bexwn
March on; never mdind Faar reerhex !

Tha onhappr Yhittle threw cn bis alsevs wagaeesae,
atd mabaged 19 gel aon Jds bowols at the lotom off the
.-:I:a.i.r:, whils Henchard thrast his hat gwer his head.
Whittle then trocled on dosm Back Scoeect, Henchard
walking atcenly behasd.

Just at this time Forfroe, who had heen 0 1ien-
chard'ys hause 1o ok for him, came ooe of the back
rate, and saw sapething whote fullenng o the moming
gloom, wluch lee sioon perceawed to T the part of Abed'y
shirt that shawef below hie wRiEle0At,

t I'or iecv's 3ake, whar obpece™ (bl ¢ ' aid Farfrae,
fullowing Abel inte e yurd, Henchaed being same
wRy in the rear by this finw,

'Ve pee, Mr Farltae,' pibbeced Abel wigl & ressgued
goule of Leroor, “ T wand lw'd owrtify my Aesh iF s le
] didn"t ot up srmer, and nrw he's & i,‘_'.n-'ing an'tt  Ye
Be it can't be helped, Mro Farras; chings do bappen
gueet spowtiones | Yes—IN go 1w Blackmorr Vale
hadf ake=t ax I 1:-:‘ =ioc= he da cnmmand | tut T shall
kill myself afterwards § I can't outlive the diggraes ; for
the wotch-falk wil be keoliog oul of Ueeir sindees ol
ray mortifization all 1the way along, and laoghing me tn
scarn an o man Cjfihout bresches | Yoo know how ]
fe2l aueh thinga, Maizicr Fadime, and how furlom
thaughea get buold upen me. &e=—1T chall do mysed -
hacareas] fasml 1 -r.nmi.ng anl?!

"ot tark heme, &nd clip oo weile boesebes, Bhd
cormd to watk Lke & ool M ye go et poo’l ba'e
yiour death Aaodnyg there | "
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"I aleurd T aowuen't! Moo Henchard saad

"I dom't cre what W Bi=nchard said, nor anvhedy
glse!  '"Tia simple foclichnoess fa do this, Go apd
dreay parself igantly, Wloeede !

1 Hulla, bullr?' =asd Elenchard, coming up behind.
*Who's sending him baek M

All the mien booked owards Farfae

‘T am," =il Danzld  *1 zay Lhis joke hes hean
cxrmicd f&r enoagh.'

“Apd T eay it bese™| Ger up oo de waggun,
Urgedle!

*Het il T am mamager,’ said Farfrae. “He either
poea homee, oF I oinaeeh oot o Uus jeed Bor gl

Henchaerd looked at him math a Ges gteen prd red.
At he paused fer a moement, and their cvea met,
Dopald went op lo bhim, G lae exw in Heochard
Lok that h= began 1o rmgret this.

‘Come," £3id Donzld quietly, 'a man o pour posifion
ehould ken beeter, sirl L 39 byrdooocal and Do wagtly
of yon.’

"'Tis mot pyranmical | * mgrmared Henchard, like
# cullen boyp.  cIb is to make lum meteober ' He
preienty added, 10 w0 lne of one Littecy hud: * Why
did weu sprak 13 me before them Tiee that, Farfrac?
You might have stopped il me wees alcae, Al-1
krcw wiy | I've Lold ye the secet o' my bie—donl
thme | waa to dat—and yao take adrantege of mei1”

*1 had forgot 35,' apid Farmse simply,

Heorhamd Tooked o ke R.r{'luhli. caid mﬂﬁng ™o,
aod wwmel away.  Doring the day Farfrae Teame from
tbe man that Menchard had kept Abel’s old mcrher
in ceals pnd stuf all the poevioua waswer, whiclhh madie
him less antagooistic by thes com-Ector.  Hut Elenchard
continoed  meady and  silent, and when one of 1he
men inguired of him if some oats showld be Loisled
by as opper Boor of nod, be zad chodly, r A=k Mg
Fardrae. Hes master hec= | *
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Moilp 1w was; theet could 2 no deult of o
Hznchard, who bed hitherto besn the moat admired
maats i his citclo, was the most ndoiesd oo benger,  Che
dap the cavghiers of & deceosed farmer lo Tharntees
wpnted &0 upi.ni.-l;m on the walys of 1beir I'W.}'F.L'bl,'j:, and
it & mwasenget t9 oack M Fartae w0 oblige {em
wilh voe  The meoenpen, whi was o cold, et o
tha yard not Forffae, ol Henchard.

ety well)' he gaid, ' ' oome!

T Bul please wilt Me Fadcow come? ' awd eha child

'T am pgoing that way, . . . Why Mr. Farfrae=?”
mid Hemchard, with the fied 1ok of thought,.  * Why
do peaople alwayd wane M, Farfroed!

11 supprsz becanse they bke hum so—that's w
they By’ -

O] ame—rhal's wlat they save-bey They
lik= hurmn berauze he's cleversr thon Me. Heochard, and
because e knowa moere; and, in sbort, Mr Jenchard
ean bold a cuoudls to s =cbey

“Yeax  rhat's just il, 2ir— same of i

t{h, thers'a mare?  OF cooras thers's meme!  What
bemides P oo, heve'n pikpeues for & Einng"

v And be's bettey Lempered, wnd Henchaord 's w Bl
to him," they say-  And when some of the womeo
ware & walkitg heme they seid, “ He's a dimen—
be's n chap o wix—he's the best—=ha's the hirse for
MY mener,” sayy they.  And they eaid, + He's the ewst
underatending man o' them o by long chnlks. T wish
b was the master snatsnd of Heonchan]," they wd !

' They'll talk any nonsense,’ Henchard repliad with
covered gloom, Well, you £an po s, And Sam
comibg 1o walwe the lay, d'ye hearfe=I” Thw bor
depa:l:l‘.'ﬂ, aod, Henchard murmnmd, 1 Wech e werd
maater here, do heyr !

Hpo went towands Dureover,  Ob hie way he over-
tak Fadrae,  They walkeil on tugether, Henchard
keoking mostly on the ground |
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"You're oo yourael' 1he dey 7' Donald inguicsd,

1 Wey T g wecp weell' said Henchard,

"Bt v oare g bit dowo —sunedy ye aee Juwo? Why,
iheec's nothing 4o be angry aboat b "Tis splendid staf
thar we'vee ot froan Blackmoor Vale,  Dy-the-by, tRe
perple in Thimover want their bay sausd.t

*Y¥es, I rm going there,”

TL e wih pet

As Henchurd did oot ceply, 1danald practissd a
Ficce of MUFC softs vore Gill, getling near 1he bereared
pooplets docr, e swpped hioscll wath—

*..".J:, as U=ir Gther 34 dmd. I wun't Ko L wiLh
such aa ¢hat, How eoald I forged!

o you care o very muwch Bbout husting ks’
feekings ¢ ' oluernsd Henchard with a lall so=er.  *Vow
da, I kngw—especially ming |1

Elam £arry il I hawe hoet yours, aie,' repbicd Thanald,
standing sull, with & semwnd expression of the same
sentjere=nt BN Lhe :mg'rr:l."l'ulnﬁ; ol hin fare *“'11?
should yow say it—think o2

Tl Jand bfied feoow Heachacd's loow, and as
Dinnalil fnish=l the cwm-merchant tumed 49 him,
regrrding his beeact rathey than his Goe

£T have been hearing (hings that vezad b’ e sand
"rTwas ihat made me sho 10 my manner—mode me
overlonk what you peally are.  Hew, T don’t want o
g2 tb hepe abouat this hay—Fardbae, ypou can do i
Loteir thaw T Ty zesid fior pe, tiadr. 1 = to gttend
o meeting off the Tawn Counril at eleven; and ‘tis
drawing on for't’

They pared thus an webewed foendahip, Toneld
En-'r'hua.ring to ank Ma=pnchord inr meanings thar were
oot very plein 10 him- On Henchaed's part hees
wAt Dow ageitt Tepobs ) and per, whensver Le thooghe
l;ufFu:ﬁ:.r__,:ilmﬁ&l.dlm d:mrlj:md,huuﬁ:n
tegretted dhat he had todd the mowng raam hia whols
heeart, atd coafided to him the ascres of has bfe
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{1 this wemunt Menchard’s manner tovards Farime
meepaibly bocame more reserved,  He war ooucssos
—lixy vourleonse——and Fadme ==t gquite swprised al
the good hreeching which now for the Gesk time showed
itecll among the qualisics of R man he had hitheso
thuraglat wisdvacapdinesd, if warth aod Sowoect The com-
fartor seldom or nersc agein pot his am upon the
young men'F shoulder 6o a8 to nestly weigh him down
wilh the pregsoee of meclanized (oaddup. He befi
off comiog ta Dooald's kedpings dod sluating inkg the
passage. *IMoy, ladme, boy, oo pnd have aome
dinter wilh wal Don™ sic here in polilary conbee-
betnt [ Hul in the daily rowine of their hosiness
thers way liotle change.

Thus ehieie 1ives rolled on Ll & day of patdic repmHe
Ing wahs suphested o 1l counloy &8 lage i celebaation
«f 2 natinnal erent that had 'r:n:nﬂr tal=r ]'.-'I.:n:.

Tor some time Casterbrides, by nedure albw, made .
o pepanas. Theo oue day Doandld Fadme breached
the sulject to Hencharl Ty asking if he would have
rRny ehjection te lend some rigk-cleths to himself aod
g few orhers, who contemplased getling wp am cnter
winment of some sort on e day pamed, and neguined
s, shelt=r Tnr fhe xame, tp which I:hz]r misht -l;hl.rgl'
pdmiseion at the rate of 80 moch a head,
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FHave an many cloths as you bke, Henchard
Teplind,

When hie mareger had gona abowt Uee businsss
Henclard was fved with smolation. It cesainly hag
beso vETY remaus of h:i:m, as H.i:iﬂ:ll': he 1h-e;:-ughi, i catl
ne mesting ere this, 0 discuss whan abould be dows
au iy bolicay. Hul Fadoe bad leen so cursed
quick in his mwovements as to Fve pld-fashjomed
people in putherity no chance of che iniiesive,  How-
v, Iowad nik too late; and on socnd thooghts ba
setermioed to ke upon bis own shoulders vhe reapan-
sibility of orgupizing eewme pmascmensa, I che ocher
Couocalfeeae would Teave che matter in by hands. Ta
this they quite meadaly agesed LBy maprity wdog Bos
2ld rrurled rhoracters whn haa A devided tRste for
living without worTy.

Lo Henclurd acl about s prejamtiooy for a c=lly
briliant thing—auch as alwwld te warthy of the
venoeable town- A5 far PFadeae's litcle afaie, Hen-
chard pearly Cergor it; #xcepl ouwce oow and en
when, oo it coming oto bes mind, be =il to himself,

cChargs Admisdnn gt sn mush a head—jusl Tike a
Seotchodang '—aha kv going 12 par aoyihing o head e
The diverswns whicl: the Mapes tniended o provade
werg to be entesly fres

He had prown ao dependent gpon Donald thaei be
oiuld momcely oo lliog bwoo e o osoesodl. Buoe
by sheer gelfcoeccinn be refronml.  No, ke thowoghl,
Farirac mould b sugpeshng such improvements in hia
dariged lowminduy way, har in spiw ol bimself he,
lienchard, wanld sink 1o the position of sscood Lddle,
and only acrape harmopies to his manages's talemis.

Everybwdy applavded the Mayor's proposed enter
tainment, =spedally wheo b bechine kbiowb that he
meant 10 pay for it al himseld

Cloae w0 the down wea An cheyveted gresm spet mer
roundsd by an abciet sgnare sartbwork —earthworks
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s(oars, and AGL AQURTe, Werr & commen At blackberta
heteaboul—a spot whereon the Casteclnidge gesopde
wiilly l=ld ony kind of merremaking, meghng, o7
sheep-Tair thal Tequirsd more cpace tham the arrocoe
would efard On une xade 0 doped 1 the o
:E'J.'l'.'lul‘.'l|:|'|7 zod from any p'_.in.l: & view wan ohimined of
the countey roond for maey miles. Thim pleasant
upland was eo be thie sotoe of Henclaml's exploin

He ndvertined abect the tewn, in lnng posteen of &
© pink oddour, thet games of all sorte would take placs
here ) and cer po ek A Lol ecadon of mes wbader
his cwo eye.  They erected greasy-preles kor climbing,
with smoked hama and local checaes at (e wop.
They pced hirdles w mirws for juinping over ; Subosa
the nver they laid a slippecy pole, with 3 Lbive pig o
the ngighbouthood teed at the other end, to become
the property of the man whe ooald walk orer ddd ger
it Tlwrs were aba provided sheslbarmees for moing,
donkeys fop the same, & tage Tor boxing, wremking,
and drawing blocd genecally; sack: for [utopaoyg i
Muteover, nof fnopstting his principles, Wenchard fon-
wided a memmeth ted of which everybody vl ived
in the borpugh was invited (o pacake withoob payment.
The whiem ware laidl |:l.1'.l}.|='l with tha inner slope af
the rmmpartt, and awninga were airckched overbead,

Pasaing eo ated oo shes Playor bebebd Che unarersetve
erl=for of Fardfmes =redisn in the Wk Wl-]l;. k-
choths of different mizes and ocloura being huog ap oo
tho arching tees wilhouwt oy Degand o appeatihes.
He was gamy in his mind ogw, bor his own preparations
Br transoended these,

The morping came The =ky, wiuch had Teesn
remarkebdy cl=ar cdown to within & day or ten, =as
overast, and the weather thremicning, che wiod baving
an unmittakable hinl of warer 1k ie.  Heshard wlibhed
b had ot been quite 30 sure sboyt the conbinyane= of
a foor ceamon,  Buoy it wny too Jare to modify o pest
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pane, And tha procecdinge ment on- AL twelve o'cock
the mio bean bo Gl small ead sleady, commencdng
n.11-e;[ 'inl;n:n,:ing' H} :inl:nril'ﬂr thar it was dithoalt b alate
czactly when dry wegther ended ar wet established jtaelt,
In an lecur U slight moisioes maolved itsell into &
mondgnown amiting of earth by beaven, io Larrents §o
which oo end coald be prognortcstbed-

A nuenber of peopde had heroically gatharsd o 1he
Beld, Trut by three o'clovk Henchard discerned tlint his
prapect was Jogmed toand in BGilnme,  The hama at de
top of the poles dipped watered amcle in the foom of
& Lmrwo 1i:q|.'||3.|:, the plg shiversd an thes wind, the gn.i.n
of (he deal mble showed through the ytickiog thle-
clacha, tor 1wt awning sllomsd the o to drit wnder at
it wall, acd 1o encloes dee saden ar this lor teemed &
ymel=gs un:Lerla.Hng. The hn-:hmpl: grer the mAwer Cis-
appearsd | the wind played om the bentcords in AEolian
imprvlsaliond ; and ag Tengudh eoee 10 auch a pibch thae
the whrle sr=ctisn slanted to the Emund._, 1thome who had
tacen ahelter within i¢ heving to crawl cut on their bande
and ke,

But towandt six the storm abat=d, and & doer breeae
Fheals the medpturs fiom the gass bents. T geemed
pocsible b0 carey out the programme after all, The
Awming was e up agaao ; Ehe band was called out (oo
its shelter, mvd ordered to begin, aod whess (he tahles
hud stood & place was cleared for dancing.

FEut where dre the Bk ?' sud Heondwod, after 1he
ln'pﬂ-: of halfen-tnour, during which Lme noly twe men
and & womaAn bad atoed gp to dance. " The ghops ans
all shut,  ¥Why doa't dhey ooane ¢

*Thq.' pre of Farfae™ offair in the Wesgt W:Jl,'
roswered & conncilman who stood in the feld with the
Mayar, -

FA few, I soppase. But whem we the fody &
!cm a 1
AL ot of doors aee thers?
1ag
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£ Then the e fools theyl!

Henchard walked swpy moedily,  Cne or dwe yrgng
fellows gallantly catwe fo clhioh the poles, (o save (e
hama from heing wasted ; bul as ther= were no apecta-
wars, and the whole seene presented the most melanchaly
appearatics, Henchard gave anders that dhe proceedings
ware tn b :u:p:ndﬂ-rll and the eotertainment clozed, tha
food 10 be distributed among the poor people of the
tewn.  Dnoa short tima poching waa ledt io the feld bt
n few 1'.n.1|.'|r|.|=, the [entx, ang the pnh

Henchard returned 10 his bouses, had tea with his
wife and deoghter, and chen welked ous.  Ic wea now
dusk. He zoon saw that the tembency of all proshe
naders wan towatds B particular ot in the Walks, and
ereatually procesded Lhilher lamsell, The noler of £
stringed tand came from the enclosucs thar Farfrae had
erovied—ihe pal.riulinrq, ax be called it—and when he=
resickued it he perceived that a pigasae tent had been
ingemously coostructed without poles o mopea. The
denacat point of the svenoe of syowmorm had been
selecied, whers the boughs made a cleasly intgrlace)
vaolt twschend ) fo thets bhougha the cdieas Tad been
hung, end a kamel oot was the esult The eod rowaeds
the wind wra enclosed, the other enpd w=a open. Hene
chird weot pogidd and saw Fhe dnlerkor.

In form it was hike the nave of 4 cathedol with one
gable remored, bat the seene within was anything Luy
devpolicnal A reel or Hing of some 3ot wA2 in po-
greas ; and the wsuzlly sediee Facfroe was o the eidet
of the other dancers in the costome of a wild High-
lander, Hinging himesl! aboat and epinning to the ton=
For a moement Henchard eowld nea help lasghing,
Then he percerved the immoenss edmimtion for the
¥ratchman that revealsd itecld in the women's foes;
and when this edhibicob sas owet, and & pew dance
propeacd, and Dwnald had disappeared for a Gme o
tetuth i his natnral grrments, ha Twd an unkmicsd
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thoics of partosrs, ererr gicl Bong [0 4 sioongaon dis.
pasiten Wiwnrda an= wha a0 thernughly wocderstred the
poetry of metion az he,

Al whe nawin ceermded b e Walk, such & deligheful
irfk=a of & Wali.reum never having onocucred to the inhakb.
tants befoes, Ameng the mest of the onloekers wene
Elisabeeh and her mworberewthe foomer thaughefol et
much iob=rested, hec ey=s beaming with o beagiog bnges-
it Tight, sy if Natare hed been wdviesd by Comeggio
in theie creglion,  The dancing progreased with onabased
epitit, dndd Heochard walked and waieed LIl has wife
should be dispased to go home. 11k did nat owee to
kcep im the Tight, and when ke wene inte the dack it =29
wicsi, Bor 1o be bhard rernatka of & kind which weps
becoming teo frequent ¢

* Me. Henchard®s rejoicings coaldn™t asy good morn.
Lig b chis,” sa0d ouee, ' A Tomn moas booa beadsuong
stunpall te think folk weuld go op to thar blak place
m-.:ln.:.-.’

The other answevsd that people ssid it wa= oo enly
in swch Wiyt as those that the Mayor was wanting.
‘Where would his business be if it were not for this
young fellowd  “Twas gerily Forlune aent um b0 Hen-
chart. His acotuory were Lke & batwblewsod when
Mr. Fardme rame  He us=d fg reckon his sacka h}'
chalk acrokes &ll in & 109 like garden-palings, meszone
hit fcks by stonuching watd but arena, wegh bus wrosses
Ly a ki, judg= his hay by 2 *chaw,’ ang settls the jaice
with & caorse,  PBut pow thiz Accomplished yeupg man
does it all by opbespg sad mensusnos, Thebh vhe
wheat—that spmetimas uzed to taste w strongly of mice
when made inte bread that people eogld &irly 1eil the
breed—Fartac hag a plan for pwridving, so that nobody
woruld dlream the smzlbest fvuclegyped bease lad walk=d
over it onez, Oh yes, everybody i full of bim, and the
cxre by, Heonchaod bas bo keep hios, 10 be sure |' cons
cludesl chus geptleman.
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1Bt be won’t do it for long, pood-oow,' sud the
ather.

tMoa1' said 1lenchard to himeell behind the oo
10 E Jwe do, he'll ba honepcombed cloanw mae of all
the charmeter and standing thar be's bole op o thess
cighicen vear |’

Hea went back o cha daweing pavelson.  Fadie wag
footing & quaint littke dasce with Elizheth-Jane—an
ald coupdry thing, the ooly one she knew, ed though
h= consbderarely voned dowrrs his maverenlt b sait bee
demumer Fit, the patt=m of th= :h:'n:ing' little pails im
tha aolee of hin bootr becama Eamiliar b0 the evea of
every bymwander,  The tope had esudiesd ber jows b
being & tung of 4 by, vaoliing, L= ping sort—ggme low
tioted v fhe silver airing of ach fiddle, then & skipping
oo the ammll, ke mnslng up and dowa Ieddess—
' Iiss B Legd of Avr® wuy ila nhme, a0 Mr. Forfae had
<ajd, amd thec it wee very popoler in bis con country.

I1 was scan Gver, wel the sl looked ab Beocherd
far appravel; hut be did oot give 1= He seemed net
to aee her, *Look hepe, Farfrae” Le said, like cow
wheas mind wak alsawhers, * 'l go o Podt-Hredy Gomt
Market to-mormew mysell. Voo o sty end put things
right in your clathes-bow, and Tecover atrength o pour
ks ofier yoor vagans' He plaowsd oo Ponsld an
Antagonistic giare that had begun as a smiks,

Soma ather townemen ceme up, and Donald deser
aside  FWhat's thie, Hanchard,” sabd Alletenas Tulber,
applying his 1humb ta the eom-factge liks o chasus tayer,
*An appaition randy fo vours, ¢h? Jack's a8 poad
it bl masder, eh?  Col yoout quies, Beea's ba? b

1 ¥ou ese, M1 1Tenchancl aaid the Tawyer, anaatber
gesrd-natared feicnd, * where Fox meda (he miswake wes
in poang &g far abeld. Yoo sheuld have takes o lewf
aut of his bask, and have hed your spors in w shelteed
place liks this- But you didn’t think of 3t Fou ses;
And e 33, and vhal's wlvre le's bekt o
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‘He'll be vop-covwysr sisom of poos Lwa, dnsd caroy all
efore bim,' abded jocular Mr. Tublear

* Na.! zpid TTenwhard gloomily, < TTe won™ be that.
terapse he's shorly guing (o leawe o' He looked
tawards lhmnald, who had again rome near. ‘Mo
Farfrac’s time a8 my manager ic dmwing to s close—
'l at, Farlram?*

The yoong man, wha coold new rezd e linea and
folda of Henchard's strongly-treced foce as if they were
clear warbal Dosetpeoys, quisly agaented; and when
people deplared the fact, aod asked why it mwus, he
simply replicd that Mr. Henchard no lenger requined
hia help.

Henchurd wenk Luone, appareotly mtisfi=d.  But in
the maming, when his jzalony temper had passed oway,
bis bieare rank within him at =hat he had said and done,
He was tlee more distudwd when e Bund dab chis
Hme Farfrog was determioed to ladke him al his wosd,



vl

ELIE:\BETH-_T.FLNI"- hed perczived from Henchand's
roanter thae i assenting v dence e had made a
mistake of some Dol In leer asoipleiy she did o
know what it was, till o hint frgm = m;l-:lding .\.l;qnn.int-
mrce enlighlencd her, As the Mayor's etep-daughter,
she lmmi, she had swal Been quits Lo e plaos o Uresd
i.ng A me=asinee omid such 2 mizesd L'Immg ax Bled the
dancang pavilven,

Thereopan her ears, chesks, and cun ghowed Lke
live ooaly at the da'lmuing of ihe ides that her bastes
wer: mob goodd ennph o1 her pasition, and woald Bring
L= iower drsgrace.

Thix mad= her very eniserable, and ahe= looked absut
for her modher ) but M, Flenchord, wh had lese jdea
of conven uonality than Elizabech herscld had ponc away,
beaving her daughter 10 return at e ewn plesore. The
Vablar rwoved om intn the dzek de=nse old avgnues, ar
racher waults of living mocdworlk, which ran glong 1the
L booodacy, snd skeed pelleciing.

A man follawed in a Erw minotes, and her fane betng
Igwarda 1he shine {rom the fent, he recognized heee It
w3 Farltas—juar come foom Ll dialogue sl Henchard
wlich had signifed Lis dizmiasal,

And i4's you, -Miss WNewson 3—and ['ve besn Ik~
ing for ve everpehere |7 he paid, owereoming 1 apdoese
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ifpated by the estrangemons =ich cha corn-orchant,
' May 1 walk om weth v as far as yoos stoset-oomer 7

She thought there oight b :nmﬂlhing wTTng 10
thig, bl d3d mod witee any objecrion. 5o fogether
they went oo, fot down e Wesl Walk, and then ol
the Rowling Walk, till Farfme amd, ' It's Like that I'm
goatie 0o leave wou soon,'

Sl Gallecsd < Why

"{’h—om a meare mati=r af tunn=ms—nwothing mee
But w»¢']1 net cencern surselves about it—it i5 for the
bese. I hoped bo have asolher denee wich pow”

bhe xaid she could oot dance—o Any propes way.

©Oh, hat wou Aol W's the feeling fac it mther than
b leaening of steps that mekes pleasant dancers, - . .
1 f=ar I odfend=d your Alber by peliong tp daal And
now, peshaps, 'l havwe to go to anotbher part o the
wareld alwagerher |7

Thizs seemed snch o melaneholy proapecl thal Elira-
beth-Tone breathed a sigh—Ieting ot off in fragments
thae he might oot hear fer,  Flut darknsss mokss people
lrutldu), aod Lhe Seotchaean went on impulsively-—por-
haps be had he=ard ber after ol :

11 wish I was richer, Misa Nesmon ; omil Foar step-
fatbwer had 1ol been offcnded j I wounld psk vou eome-
thing in a short Lme—yes T would ask you wenighe,
Hat that's nat for me|*

What he would have acked her he did not gay; sl
instead of mpooumEiog ot ST remdined Jnoempedenly
tilent Thaoa afmid one of anodeer, dey cointdnued
theit promenade plong the walls till they got near the
bottom of 1he Bowling Wtk ; tweoty stope farther and
thi trmes would eod, and 1 sio=et-oCroet and laogs
Lppear. In conscewpness of this I:|.'|=].' :tnppbd..

* [ never feund aut who it wre that 4ent os to Dam-
oves genary on d fool’s errand thar day,' said Dooald,
in him unﬂul:.l:inE pome=s. 41Md TE £TFEC kogw :,rnqudl'l
Misa Meweon '
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d Merer,' aain] ghe.

'} wonder why rhey did is 1!

* For fun, pethaps.'

*VPerhaps it was not for fane It might have Been
that they tbought Ehey would likc us to sbay wkiung
thers, wling Lo one wnother? Ay, well! 1 hope pm
‘:ﬂ.‘itEIIJEIII!HE Folk will mo Er.-rg-.-.l: meif I g'cl,’

"That I'm sure we won'i D' ahe puid sartyenndy. <1
—wigh you weulda't gooat ell!

ThE‘)' had Fal inta the ll.mpTighL t How, IT] think
et that” aeid Noneld Farrae, *And I 3ot oobes
up te yoar dosr; but part oo pou bere ; le=st it make
your father more angry sollt

They paried, Farfree retomming tnto fhe dauok Bowl
ing Walk, and Eliabeth Japs geang wup the street
Without aoy constrousness of what she wap doiog she
ptarted, running with all her might il she Teached ber
Gacher's doot. 0h dear mes what s Toabd? als
thought, 23 sh= pull=d up beeathless.

Indpean she fell to copjecturing the meaning of Far-
Trae's snigenatic words abowe ot daring te aak ber wha
e fiin would EJ.i.ta.'bleL'h, that 3il=nt u'l.'s:rwng 'l.mrn.;n,
hd lang nnted Tow he wen 1isipg in Svour amomg the
towhapeaple ) and kEncwing Henchard's navutsa now,
she had fmpst thar Farfras's dmys a6 manoger wecs
numherad ; sa qhat the anpouneement gaee her Lifle
surprise,  ¥ould Mr, Farfrae stay in Casterbodgs de-
spite bus words and her Gather's dismizsal ¥ His oceult
hrﬂ,l;hing:. 3 hap miEhr. L= pobmhle 1:-}' hin course in
that reapect,

The teexl day was mndy——a0 windy that wallomgs in
the garden she pickad op e pottien of the defi of o
letter an business in Tonald Farracs writing, which
had down over the watl from the ofice. The gseless
pcep she tonk indoors, and beyen to comy the cb-
graphy, which she much admired, Tha letter began
‘Demr 5i," and presently writing on & louss clip * Eliza.
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lmd'p-'_l'nni:l' she Lid the latter over ' Hin" making the
phrasa © Dear Elizabeth-Tanc,”  When ehe eaw the efeck
pquick réd mo ep bee face and wartied hee thboogh,
theugh niobedy was theps (o sre what ahe had done,
Sha quickly toes op the clip, and theew it away, Afler
thiy she grew conl, and laoghed ar herelf, walksd abaoe
the rgom, end Lughed sgein; not jodfuly, bot -
breaalully mcher.

II'. R L] |:|1.|5ri|.'_l,' Lnown io Cui-bl:hu:irlg;l!- that Farfras
and Henchard had deciged to dispense with rach gther,
Elizabcth-Tane's sanxdely to know il Fardrae woee going
away froon Lhe lown reacied & phich thal disturberd ber,
‘IJI IhE EIJI,TIIE‘I I ]DI.'IEEI UJI.'II:EJ.I. r:l'l.'ﬂﬂl. |.'II!'!I'!|!‘;'"I 1.11:!! CALEE,
At kength the news reachied ber that he w3 not going
wr leavn the place, A mab fellawiog tha same trade o3
Henchard, tut on a very small wals, lad sold s bos-
ness b0 Farfree, who sus fortheith aboul to start ga cem
ard haypeerchane o bis oen aonoenk,

Her hezct Sutters) wleo sle heard of dos atep of
Thonpld’s, proving that be meont to reoaing ond et
wiould @ man who carsd one licle bit for Ter hawve en-
danger=d Jus aut by setling wp & husiscss v appasiton
to Mr. Heochards? Sorzly not; wnd it twost heve
been o pastng impolsc only which Twd ked him do
aelilross bust o galily.

Tu xolve the pmhlem whathetr hir appmrance oo
the evening of the dance =ere such aF (o inepire 3 Aoet-
ing o at Grad sight, she dressed bersell up esaclly a2
ghe had dresed bes——rhe moabo, the spereer, the
sandals, the perasol—end Incked in the mimae, The
pu-tore ghssed back was, In ber opinion, procily of
such & kind as to aspire (hed Aceving regacd and no
mm—f:;—'ju:ll: ¢m;||.15'h 10 ma¥e him !:'l]!'_l,", A Tent ﬂh‘lllEl‘l
to kesp him b 3he paid luminously ; wod Elizgeketh
thought, i & much lower key, that by thia 13me ha had
digcovered hoe plain and lomely wis the infirming
spuit of that preirp outside,
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Hetes, wheo sbie felt her heart goong oot v lae,
abhe would xay tn hers=lf with a mrck plr.:.nnt.l]' that
carrird An gche with it © Mo, no, Elizabeth-Jane—uch
drams are ol Bor you |’ Sl tnad 0 pevent Bersell
fom se=ing him, and thinking of him; swocesdhog
Euirly well in the former actempt, in the lter Dot so
ernpleLely.

Henchard, who had besn hyrt at finding that Far
fre did nod mean te pun wp with hia lemper any longer,
wid jncensed beyind mevore mlen lee bearnt what the
young man had dnng as on olt=mative. [t was in the
town-hall, slter & coubcil mecting, thad he Orst bscame
aware of Fadcae's pup for estallishing Jomsell Dwde
pendently ia the town; and bis woice might hawe been
heard A5 Gae a5 bthe tnwm-pump expressing his eelings
ko kiv Dcllam mancilien.  Thass {ones showed b,
though unider a long reign of ssllcantne] he bad beenme
Maeyor amd churchwmardzn and what ool, there was sl
tho eatoc woraly volcasic stufl beneath the rind of
Michasl Hencharml wa when he bad sold hus wide st
Weyden Fuir,

Vel he's 2 ftiend of mine, and I'ro @ Triend of his
mpr if we am T, what aré we? "k 2epd, o I'va
piot be=n his {Tiend, wbg has, I should ke to knaw?
Dhidn't ha comao here withous a sound shot bo hie ool ¥
Dudn't I kemp bumn Leerw help bum 16 & Diving # - Dnida’t
t 'h:lp him to money, or whaterer he manted ? 1 stinck
ouae for no lemms—I said "= Name your own prce” 14
have anared oy Last st wilh tet yowsg elbew 81 one
l.'im-e, I lik=d Mm 30 well. And now he='s d=f=] m=t
Kot domn hien, Tl bave & fussle wich him now—at
Twir buyang and selbpog, tobd —an Gir buying and selling |
Apd i I =an't wrverlsad anch & sicpling as 1, then 1o
ot wo'th avarden . Wal ghow that we ko anr bosi-
nees 11 w=11 33 one heen and there L

His fricnda of the Corpomtion did oor specaally
I‘le‘:lnﬂ_ Henchard wos |=za Pﬂpu'l.n; o thon be ol
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becn when, nesrly two yoars befors, they had wvoted
lao ko the chiel negiabeacy o acoowss o Thid aneing
enregy-  While they had collectively pouolfited Dy this
quality of the comdactar's, they hed Been made
witiee lodividially ob owwe Uit obe obcsion, 5o he
went ont pf the hall ond dewn the streer alone

Reaching beme he soemed to mecollect something
with & afur sericfaction. Ha called  Elizabeth-Tane.,
Yrmng how he oked wheo sbe entered she appeaned
alarmead,

‘Mothing to find faulk with,' I caid, otaering her
comecern. 4 8)ndly I want to caotnn pou, my d=c. Tlat
man, Farfrae—it 35 about him.  I've seen him talking
1 yerd e o7 throw tigies—he danced with “co ab {he
:I'E'_i’lh:il:il.‘lﬁ!‘ ond mme hdme with 'me Huw, nuow, no
blame to pou. Bk juat hearken: Flave yom made him
avy foabish promise #  Gooe the least bit bevond spil
and anai"atb Al Pt

*Mg, | have premissd bim nothing "

‘Gond,  All'a well that end's well. I parteculacly
wish peu nat to see= bum u.Enin."

i "|.’|_-:r:.r well, wic."

"You promiser'

Ehe hesitated fur a moement, and then sdd—

1 Yes, If you mueh wieh §it.’

‘T do. He's ao escmy to ooy bovee '

Wleo she hud gune be sat dewn, and wmee 10 a
heary hond ko Fadmae thes i —

1518, —1 omke request ihat henceforth pou and oy
stepduaghter be o5 atrengess to each other.  She on
hir part has peomised to weloome 1o miore addresaes
from you ; and L trost, therdore, oo will ot agtecpt
1o kprce them wpon her- M, Hewcusnp!'

Ume would elmoomt heve supposed Hehndhard 0 beee
had policy 10 soc that oo Tetter seder eroend? cogld
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be arrved atb with Farfree than by enccuraging him
to brrome hls somidnelaw.  Hut soch & schenwe for
buying over % rive] hed pothing W meommend o o
tha Mavae'n headsirong Gcultics.  YWith adl domestic
fmerse pf that kind be wae bopelessly & wacases
Loving & man or hefing Rim, Wia diplomacy way ax
wionghessaded sa 3 boflalo's; asd Fus wilfe had not
venturnyd to suggest the course which she, for many
reraond, would bave welcomed gladly,

Meanwhile, Dionald Farfrae had opéened tha pates of
nvmmoerce oo has vwn arcoont at & spat on Damever
Hill—as far a3 poseicde from Henchard'a stores, and
wmth tvery inlention of keoping olear of bis former
Iriend ard ﬂm]’.ﬂl‘_l!ﬂ"l rustomers. ‘There was, ib sa==merd
to iho yourger mAn, oom for bodh of them and to
syare The rawn was aucull, bot she cern and bey-
tAde =na 'Flml'mrl:inn.a.l.df h.q.';u, orw! with hix maties
sagactty T aaw pppoartanicy for / share of it

o determinsd waa be wr do wcdong whnh sbowld
pem like m.dmtaﬁ'nnim ta the Tfl.ln_,-ur that he r=fosed
hiz Bear cuvtomer—a large Gemer of good mepuote—
hemuse Henchard and (hls man had deale wegether
within 1he precading thres manths,

‘He wat onen my fTiend,” said Farfrse, “and iffa
not fpr me to take bunbessy fmom bude 1 oaol soeryo
dirappoint wou, et | canent burt the tmade of & man
wha's been s kind to me."

In Sili.l.'E uf s pnisl‘:llﬂl'l']:_l,r edalrse e Bentchmen’s
bHade increpsed.  Whether it =eee thal his porthemn
EHENEY wAF b owel-mastering fores among the sasy-
p;t!.inp:' We=zex wnrﬂlie:, tr whether it wan sheer lpck,
the fort reowinesd that whatever he tpuched he pros
pered G Like Jaooh in Pedan-Aram, he would no
svemer hutably limit himesld te the npgaabed aod-
spotted sxceptions af trade, than the :'iTLg'ntnknﬂand-
apotred would meloply and prevail.

Bul mwar peobally lock had ietle to da with it
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Chatscrer is Fate, said Wovalia, and Farfrac’s eharaster
was just the everse of Heochard's, wha might oo
inaptly be deseeibed 26 Fouat has bern described ~an a
. wehstient plocoty being, who bad qoitted tha seys of
. wolger men, withoot light o goide bin on a beler way,

Fatfrre Jduly rensirsd the request to chiscoatinos
arcentiond Lo Elisaberk-Jane.  His acts of thet kind
had be=n 30 slight thar U= cequest was abmost Bwpes-
fluoma. Wt he Bad Fedt 8 considemtde interest in hier,
and afier aome cogitation be decided that it woold ke
as well to enact no Eoowss part gual then—lar Lhe
Foung girl's gake no lesa than his owo.  Thos he
incipient atrachonent was slifed dowm,

A time cime wlet ayoid colliswdn with his Beemicr
friend a3 be might, Fadme was compedl=t, jo aheer
adbtdefency, be close with Hepcherd in mepnal com-
merinl coenlat, He eoold ne Josest paeey the fieres
wttarky of the latter by smple arwilance,  An soom as
their wa7 of prices began sveryBody #»es interestrl, and
gobe Jew puecsed ehe erd,  Ir was, o soms degrec,
Northemn insight matchel agninst Southion doggedoess
—the dirk against the cudgel—and Elenciord's weapon
wat one which, if it did vor deal rain et the fizst or
second stroke ledi i witerwards well-nigh  at lua
mnlagonist™ mency.

Almoost every Saiueday they encountersd each eihor
amal the emwd o Gowiem wladh Uvabged ot the
markst-plooe in the we=klp conrgs of their bosiness.
Tronald was alwaye ceady, and oo anmicus, 100 53y A
fow foendly words; bor cthe Maver bonably parzed
stormbully nagt himm, Like oo= wlw bl encdured ond
Yot on fup &coount, and could i one acnse forgive the
whorg ; nor did Fadme's soobbed maoner of perpledity
at alt appens= him, "The I.:rgu armers, oren-marchants,
millers, suctioneees, and othera hed cach an* official
alatl in e oo -imackel ot with et oamed paioged
t.h:.retmi and when W 1he familiar senes of ! H-E'nl:'h.i.tﬂ.,'
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' Fvenbene,' + Bhinar,' = Twtton,” and ~ om, wpa added
ome inperibed ' Farfrae, 1o Slarng new leeesrs, Henehard
Wi s[ung inle Blkemens ; ke Bellerophan, he wandered
away irom ibe croeed, rankered im sl

From that day Donald Farfrae's name wes geddom
mentionsd 30 Heneharel's house  IF at bewibelasr or
dinnec Elizabeth-Jane's mother inadvertendy alluded to
her Bvourite's movemnents, 1he pid wooald implove her
by a look o be ailent; and ber Busband would sap,
LR T ] -, you, tog, my enern:[i"'



vinn

THERE came » shovk which had becn furescen for
B tiowd by Ehiabedh, as the boa peascnger lonesees
the approaching jeri: frum wime channed ormoxz 1he
high=ay.

Heay mwiber wag dlemioo unwel]l o Jeave her roowen
Henchard, wha tomled her kindly, exo=pt io moow=nts
of Jrritation, #ent 1 once Gor the cichest, bysiest doctor,
whoo he auppesed o be the best,  Bediime came, and
they lucnt & bight Bl sopght. [0 4 day ac fwe she
rpdlieg.

Elizabcth, who had besn slaying op, did not sppear
a breakfout oo the serond wmoneing, sand Henchard sal
down alone. He was stariledl tn zoe a loder for om
from Jerscy in A wTiking he knew ton »ell, and had £x-
pecied least o behold sgain, He ook iv up in s
hands and heoleed at 3t 49 3t 4 piclune, A viuoo, & vida
of past eraciments ; gnd thep he ead it a3 An wnim-
Forlant fusate o conjoctane,

The wHLer sl b she a1 length pecceived how im-
groasible it would be for any furher communicaginns o
proeerd bebresn them now thet big re-mamiags had seken
place.  Thae sueh ve-winion had been the onby aeraaghe-
formnd toure= 9p=n to bim she wad boond B aimit
'O ealmo reBertion, themdore,’ she went op, ' L quits
forgive you for binding me e such & dilcryma, remen-
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bering that pou concealed nothing before gur dladvised
anjuauniacc? ; dud e pou really disk s befooe me i
yuur Erim »ay the et of there I',u-i.ng B cetiran ek i
iptimncy with you, slighd &3 it secmsd o be afler
gaglileen peard of sllece oo pour wile's part. I thys
look opon the whole as a misfoetyne of mine, wod ook
a fauls of voure,

'S0 thae, Michael, I bodst sk oo 1w sveclook thogs
L=tters with which I pestecss) yoo gay ofcer day in the
hiept & my feglings,  They wers wricien whidet T thowsh
wouy conduct 1o o cruel; bot bow [ R aoore jrar-
lwalary of e |.u'.|5il1|:||:| yao wens it I = how 'tm:nq-
picl=rate myr Inpmﬂ.c_:'l:.r_‘a WETE.

'low vou will, T am swre, parceive thal the obs oome
divion which will make oy futune happiness pomible
a1 me, i3 that the past copnection becxeen out Kvea be
kops seceet cutaide thia sbe,  Spesk of it I koow o
wlll ooe; and T can wose pod ool bo wrnle el L Coe
nFr.gun.rﬂ meore cemoinn to ke mentiope] — thet
writirga of ming, or trifling aricles helongiog o me,
alc]d b deft L youar pesdesan theroph oeghed oo
forgetfulness.  To this end may 1 recuest you ta eofum
0 me Bny yach rou mary have, parhicukary e betters
wriilen lu the bGeat abendeneae ef feeling.

1Far th handaome sum you Forwanled to memy a
pluster to the woand, | beartily (hank you.

‘T am pow o oy way to Bostol, to s my onky
melative.  She ia rivh, and I bope will 4o something for
me I shall retgmn theoogh Coagerbridge and Bod-
mouth, where § oshall tekie the packet-boan Can pow
foeel v mith the lettery and otliar tfes? T aball be
in the ooach which changss homes pt the Antelope Heoted
gt TRt five Wednesday cvening ) I shall ke wearing
g Pazabey shaw] woth & p=d cenioe, and thos may seulby
he foond. T shoold |1-:|'-EE=|: thiy phn of T':i:ﬂ"ling them
k0 having them sent.—T remain otill, yours eves,

' LureTTa}
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Henchard boeathed headily,  Poor thing—better
you had oot known mal Upon my beart snd soud, 31
ever 1 should be left in a poobwn o ey oor Utk
marriags with thee, I aephis 1o do i¢—J cupht to do e
indecd |

Tlha eonrehgebey that be had in bix mind was, aof
coarrse, the deach of Mrs. Henchand.

A3 pequestod, be pealed op Lucetts'a ledtera, and put
the paree] aside nll che day she lod appoiared ; e
plen of retuening them by hand heicg apparently o lattls
tuir of the young Lady for exchanging p word ot twa
witly been et pagy tmed,  He would have peelereed oot
to see her; hot de==ouog that there could b= Do grear
harm in acguiesting thus tar, he went gt dysk and siong
oppodite the sonch-offics,

The eve=ning was chilly, and the crach was lale,
Hemchard crnssed gwer to it whils the hotees were heing
chamged ; but sbere wan no Luoctts inside or cut, Con-
cluding 1t somelhing lud happened oo madify hee
LITONZEMERLE T B the matter up o] weETt htn:ng
ook =ichout 8 wenes ol relick,

Meanwhibe M. Honchard was weakeoiop wisibly.
She ctuld net go oot of doors any more. Ce duy,
miter much thinking =hich seemed te distress her, che
gar] abe wanled ro wtite somettong, A desk wa3 puos
upan ber bed with peo ood papec, and at bher regoese
she man l=ft algne. 2w remained wril:ing for o gheott
tiree, Moldexd bor paper carcbully, called Elizabech-Tane
L lorimg & apes and wax, and then, stll refusnng aasis-
anee, graled np the shest, ditecied 3, and Torked it in
ber desk.  She bed dirceed it an thees words

' M Mickae! Bimchord.  Jvef fa 8 apewed 687 Effaa-
Jari-fome't wedtdrmpcoy.

The later sab up with her mother 10 the uumast of
her stegnglh r.ighl! efter oight, To lam to ke tha
univerae serigusly thaee ia o guicker =2y than to ®Rich
— b0 ke a waker,* a4 the counsiy people call it,  Belween
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the houss gt whach the last toss-pot went by and the
Gkt JpPRrTuor shovk |.'1.'t|:|1=|:||', e silmwee in rﬂlltr'.'u'idﬁt
—baming the mre sgund of the wichman—mma hroken
in Ehsabeih's sar only by the time-piece in the hedrmom
ticking franusally sgains e ok oo the sair ;) ocking
horder and harder 6l it seemed to clang like 2 gong ;
and &1l thiz while the aatle-eouled girl asking herself
wly sl wae barm, wly siting in 4 room, and blinking
ut the mnﬂle; 'lr1'.rg,' Ihi:np;: amound her had wken the
shape they more in prefersnce: to every other pomailie
shape,  YWhy they auared at her ao helplessly, 48 00 wait-
g for the 1wuch of some waod Lhar should oalicima them
irem 1zmrestrial constmint ; what that chaos mlled con-
acioueneas, =hich apun in her at this momoent ke 8 o,
weoded 1o, and began 0. Her epes {all bogetheer ; sl
was awaks, et she wos agleep.

A word from her mother roused her,  Withowt
podface, wal By cthe conunuacion of & wene aleady
pogreasiog in her mind, M. Henchard aaid: ' Yoo
rememiver the noke sent iy snd Mr. Fafme—asking
ol i deel sodte ane in Duraoyer Baroo—and that
you thought it was 2 tnck W make fouls of oo ?'

'Vea®

"I was mob so meke foola of wou-—it was doro to
bring vou tugether,  "Twas T did it

‘Why 2" mid Elizabeih, with = start.

‘T —wanisd you to mamy Me, Farfras'

‘(t mather 1 Elzaberth-Jane b=nt down her head
ar mch that she Inoksd cuite intn her own Lap.
Bur z£ her mother did mot go on, she said, ©What
by 1 *

tWall, 1 had & cemsgn. "Twill out gne day |
wish it coutd Bave beon in my time'  But there—
moching is &2 yoo wiskh i0] Heoturd lates 3cm!

'Perhapa they'll ke foends sgaing” mormunsd the
girl.
tI den't Enow—I den't kbow” ¥ Adesr {lis her

143



THE MAYDR OF CASTERERINGE

wmoather wgn :i.lrmt, and dozed ; ond she 5|;u:|h;|: on 1
subject no more,

Soom Lvtle o t:e—r oo, Farme was passing Hen-
chard's house on & Sbnday moming, when T ahoared
that the blinds were 8]l dowo, He mng she bell so
#ltly thar it oply soupded 2 slgle foll bote and a
amall omee ; zocl then he was infomed that s, 1en-
chard wea dead—juat dead—that very hour,

At the town-pump there were galhersd when he
paxe=d o f=w old sohalatants, whe mme there Gor oater
whepover ther had, r4 jL peesent, pars fime to foch
i, hocansn it was purer feom thee original fount than
frin their gwn wells. Mo Cuxsem, who bal besn
gtanding thers for an indsBnits time with her pitcher,
was deacribiog the incidente of Mra, Heschoard's deach,
o3 shee had lemme theo o the s

'And she wan as white o5 morhlestone,' spid s
Cuipome  "And Llkewisa such a thoughdul woman,
wo—ah, poor soul—rhan A" wkdnded every liethe thong
thot want=gd I:Erl.rl.'ing. U T sar she, “when I'm
Erowe, _0d my kast breath's blowsd, look in the wop
drawes o' the chesr i the back rocan by che window,
and you'll find all roy coffin cli=s ; a priece of Haonel
—that's to pat under ™e, mnd the liftle piece i5 to
pav urder my head; and my new scocking: for ooy
Euut—l]ue_lr are  fuldet ﬂbnpﬂu, and all mny allier
things. And thers's Fout nunce pennies, the heavics
T cowdd find, &tlied up in bils of Linen, for wgights--
iwo for my right epe and teo for mey e sle =aid
“ And when you've osed 'em, and my epm den't open
no mars, buey the ponnecs, goed Fouls, wnd don' ye
g speocing “eoy, Cor I slwwddn't Like 3e. And open
the windpws 25 soom ax | om carmed wut, and make
it A3 cheerful as you can for Elaabeth-Jans™ "

'Ab, poinr e |t

*Well, apd Marthy dif :il, and hursd the oonce
pennics in the garden,  But i vl believe wonls, 1hat
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man, Chrictopher Covey, waut and dug 'erd up, and
gpent 'mm oat Lhe Three Marines. v FPath™ be said,
Uwhy shopld death rob lik: ¢ foorpencz?  Desdh's
not of such pood reporc that we shouwld roapest 'sa o
Ehuil #nleon, wys he'

Frimas a canmbal deed | * depremmted her listenets,

tGad, then, I wom't quile be'e il sekd Solomon
Tongwayt, “I may it taday, and 'Bix a Sounday mom-
ing, mncl © woupldny sprak wmongfully for o zlver gix-
penee £t fach & vime, I don’t s poo barm im it,. To
rApecl e dead 13 soond dexogy ; and 1 wouldn't
w=li sk=lhntong—Lleactwine n,,-_ﬂl.pﬂ;tnhl: skellintoms—tg
e varnished for ‘neacdmics, execpt I wers out o' work
But oshey js ecarce, and thioals gey dry,  Whe thewdd
death reb Jde of fGurpence? I =y thers was
trezean in it

"Well, poeor ol sle's Bedplets 40 himder Chat or
onything ouw,' anawered Meother Custom. And sl
her shining keys will be touk from ber, end ber cup-
boards opened; and bella chinp: a' dido't wish eeen,
anylady wll cee; did b wiuher aied wapn will sl ba
rs oothing |-



XX

I'IENI'.:H.&R'D apd Ebizabeil aat eoorerning by the
Bre 1t wax thres weeks after Wire Henchard's fuwresal ;
the camdlca were not lighted, and a eesilean, sceabatio
flame, puised on & ooal, called Fom e sbady wgils
the pmit=s of ol shapes that comdd respond—ihie obd
picr-glacs, =ith gilk columns and hage entablafoes, e
. pcture-Frmtes, aondty baoba and haedlsy, ancd ve
hrars maekte aF the ittom of b mbanct bul.'l-p.ll.'l on
cither mide ol the chimner-priece,

¢ Elizabeth, do vou think moch of ofd tune ' mid
Hendhard

"Yeu, sir; often,” sud she,

‘Wha do wou puk in Four pleaess of fam et

i Mother ond father—nobocly slee bardly "

HMenchard atwuys Tooked Kz one bent on cesiating
pain when Elizabeth-Jane speke of Hichowd Newson -
as diather! *‘Ah! I am oot of afl that, om I gat?*
he mid. . . . Waa Kewgon e kind father 7

Yea, alr; wery

Henchard's foce settled intn an expression of stolid
lomeliness which pradeally modulated into saomechang
pofier, *Suppose [ had been yoor real Gther?' he
gaid, Waould Fan ha e cared for moe e moch g FaL
cated for Kichard Newson "

'T can®t think I, she 323d quickly. 1] <o dunk
af oo olber a9 ny faeler, exeepl iy foder.

(4 [



THE MAYOR OF CARTERBRIDGE

Henchard’s wife waa digaewered from s by desth ;
bin friend aod leeles Fadrae 1y =strangement ; Flizg-
beth-lan= by ignomancs, It seemed 60 him that oy
cne of them could possitdy be recalled, and that way
tha ,g;ir].. Hix mind beg.m ri.!.ml'.i.ng belween the wich
to revnezl himsel to hear, and tha palicy of legving wall
alane, till be could mo bonger sic el He walked op
aod down, 2ol dixo be cmowe and stowcl bebind her
chair, Incking down upon the top of hey head, He
could po bonper Teatrain hie impulse, Whae did oo
mother ecll pou abdout e =y luscay P b asked

CThat pou were related by mamriage”

*She sheeuld heve told more—bedors you Ebew me |
Ther mty task would noa bawe 1=en swch & hard one
v - - - Elizabeth, it is I who em yoor fother, and no
Richard Hewaon,  Shame flons prevented pour wreeelend
paretied fnem owning this te yod while biah of 'em were
alre’

The back of Elizabeth's head remained atill, aod
best showlders did oot dedobe cven the movemenis of
bren.t.'l'u'nﬂ. Henwrhanl went oo: fl'd maher hove XL
moorn, wour fear, anyshing thean wour Ignormnes § "t
that T ke |  Yowd mather and 1 ware man asnd ke
when we were young. What you saw was cor secend
marriage, Your mather wes doo hooest,  We had thought
seh orher desid — gnd W ewson becama bar huaband.” .

This was the pearest approsich Hepchard coold
maks b dhe full truth,  Af far a4 he persopally was
concertied ba would have serconed ooching; bol be
sbowed o respect for the yuoag guls sex and yeam
worthy af g better Toam,

When b had gova on 1o give details which & whola
zenied of slipht wne! unregarded inodents o her pace
Ir= strangely coorobarated | when, in short, she bedicved
hia stomy b e droe, she bobcar gready agivated, snd,
torning reund to e tabde, Bung Deer Esce wyaos i
weepog.
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1Mt cey—don't orp!' said Henchard, with vehs
ment pathos, T can't beae i, T mon't bear il. L am
yuur father; why should you or?  Am | so de=ardful,
g hotefid to ‘ee?  Diom't tgke pgainst me, Eligabeth-
Jane ! he erbed, graaping her wor hand,  f Thia't fakse
againal me-- thoogh I =as a drnlaong mzn once=, and
userd peur modher roughly—T17 b kioder to you than
Ae maal Tl do anyihing, f pou will ealy bk spon
it da pour father '

#he tried 10 sand op and confront him trusially
but che could noe; she wea eroubled at hia proscace,
ke st Loethren at e avwesml of Toseph.

'T don't want Fom to come to me all of & sudden,’
eaid Henehard in jerks, and moving like a grear droe
imeawind. Mg, Eleabeth, I don't. 'l go away and
Aok §ee o (L to-mornew, or whem you like ;) and then
Il show 'ee papees to peove my words,  Thepe, I am
uTes, and won't distork yob any mebre. . - . . "Twus
1 that chose yonr peme, my daoghter; yont mogher
wanted il Swaan,  There, don't fereet “twas T gave you
TouT oamel' He weni wot at the dowr and slet hec
:p:ll:'l;l:p in, And she heard him [0 away into the g:.'rrlen.
Bur he hed ot dowe, Before she hwd mowed, or in
any way cecivered From cha effect of his discdesure, ba
reapprared.

tone werd more, Elizabeth,” Bt aaid, ¢ You'll take
toy romame nuw=berd  Vobr edlesr was sganse g
byt it will b= much more Pleasant tn me “Tis ]rpl'ljr
vours, you know, But pobody need koo that, You
shall take it as U by choice, T ealk o oy Lawysr—
I dnr't kpoer the law af it -I'.:I.I:I.Ctl.].':. bt w=ll Fau ey
thiz—tct me put & few lines inte the newspaper that
sucl iy to ke your Baoce P

LR (T my name 1 muost have 'it‘ mustat I?' she
maked,

"Well, well ; wsage 1 everything tn Ueese peccer"

1] ey 'lrh:r mpthear didn't wish L7

47



THE MAV(HR OF CASTERERIDOE

Eh, sgme whim «of the Toar aggl's. How et R bt
of paper and dram op & peragreph wx T phafll el oo
But let's have & bght."

1 can wee by the Grzlight’ she poseeed  * Ve
I'd rather.'

! Very wall )

Sho got & pioce of paper, and bending one the
fander, wiole ar hls dicualon mwopd: which he had
-:vid::ntly got hjr heart o #dme sdwerficement gr
clher—words to the effect fhat sbe, the wTiter, hitherta
Loown ad Elizabeslh-Totn Hewson, waa going to call ber-
pelf Eliuh-r.t'l':-].:.nq Henchard fecthmth. I was d-uu'u:._,
ard Gatened op, wod directed to dw office of the
Carferfridey Chromic

1 Wow,' sard Heoechard, with the llaze of satigucton
that he alwrys emitted wheo he had cacried his point
—tlangh tondernes softersd @b this Geee -0 gm
vpataies and ot for same documents that will prove
it all 4o pon,  Eat T weon't troubls you with dhem tll
to-mobew,  Good nighs, my Elizabeth Jaee 1

He way gone hefore the bewildered ginl could malize
whan it all meant, or gdjust ber Alinl scnac to the pew
centns of gravity, Sbe wat thertfal that he harl L=t
er to herself for the svening, snd =t down oeer Che
fire,  Here the remainsd o silence, and wept—nod
far ber moter now, hot far che genal aolor, Richaod
Hewson, to whom she szemad doing  wrong.

Henchard, in tha meantime, hoad pone uwpstae,
Fapers of a doaoestic oatwrs he Lept lno domwer in
his bedroom, snd this be unlocked,  Before toming
them ower he leant back end indolged in reoseful
thaught. Elimbeth was his ac last, and sl wos a gisl
of such good sense and kindgd heart thet ahe would be
glve 10 like ki, Ha waa the kind of soan be whom
rome boioan oddect for poworing oot his beat upnn—
were it emotive or were it choloric—was almost &
neceseity,  The craviog of i head for the pe-mtablich.
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ment of this tendateal Taman tie had been great during
hit wile's lifesimee, med bow ha had submitted 4o o
mastery withoot meluctanse and wthioun f=ar. He bent
gver The drwer pgrin, and prooseded in Lis s=acch,

Amecng the otbher papers hed been plaosd the cons-
tencs of lus mwie's Lietle desk, the kevs of which had
been bapded tp him af her Freunst. Here Wi tha
lelter addreased to him with the restrctionm, * A be de
oened A Ellnafcth-fons's tedding-day.

M Hapchard, thowgh moce patient than ler bos
Twncd, hag he=n oo ]:||-..|.-.-.|.'i|=.'| hand st m}thi:ng. Tn
pcaling op the abect, which was folded apd twcked i
without ot spwelope, in the wld-Ashiooed way, abim had
overlud 1he junction with a larg= mass of wax without
toe pequoiside underaouch of the pame.  The sosl had
cracked, and the Lerer wae opot,. Heotlard lad no
reasnn to suppase fhe reirttioo ome of %EERA weight,
and hia fecling for his Jole wife had mor boen of the
satore of dewp pespect. “Some tofing Boey o oaher of

r Susan's, I suppose,' lee sand ; and withent conigmity
he sllomed his eyes o s dhe Better ' —

i My oean Mcaaer—Faor the good of sl thees of
ut, T burs kept one thing a secret from yog 6l now.
I Bope you will wnderstand why) I thick pou wall;
thawgh perhaps pou mAy bob foegive o= Hut, deag
Michaed, I have dooe it for the best. T shell e in my
grave when vou mead this, and Elizaberh-Tane #ill hawe
a bome.  Don't cured me, Mike ihink of haw I wuc
situmted. T ooun bardly wte it, bt hese it i3, Eliza-
beth-Tans i not your Elizabeth-Tene—ihe child =l
wea in my arma whet Yoo sold me.  Mo; she dieg
phuoies  prbobcha after 'I'J:ﬂl!, gpnd thes 1.i.1."i.n5 e I my
ather hovtand's. I christensd her by the sams Tsse
wo bed given to the bGrd, and abes flled up the whe
I Tall = the ather's boas. HirJu-:L_,] am djringl apd I
mught have W€ my tongus; but I coutd oo Tel
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her husland of this or hob, a4 oo oy judge; aod
forgive, iFyay mn, & woman e nnne desply wTOnged,
&t chi fOrgives pa, Susaw HENcHARD,"

Her husband rtegarded the paper as if it weem a
window-pabe theough which he gaw for miles,  Hi
lip twitchad, aod he serioed 1o omopoess bis e, as
il 1o begr befter. Elis wuspol haldl was nod to oosider
wleethier destiny wers hard opon him or not—the shape
of bas ideas in ey af sflicuoo bnog eimply 3 oessdy
‘1 pm to sufer, 1 pescrive.’  *So moch scoorping as
this, Lhen, 18 it for me?’ Do now  throogh  his
pasgionate bed there stoooed (s teught-—1hat che
blasiing disclosare wog what he had deserved.

His wafc'a cxtreme eeluclance to hawve the gitlhy
name altersd et Mewson o Henchard was  noew
gecounted for fully, it fumished andleer slustretion
of thal honeary 0 cishonesty which had chasctesized
heier in other duags.

e remainsd unnerve:d and porpaseless far nerc &
couple of heera . Ll he soddenly sakd, ' Ah—T wondsr
UNTETRLT TN

e jumped op in an impulse, kicked of his slippers,
snd went with & condle to che deor of Elizabech- Jane’s
toem, where he pal bus ear 16 the kevhiole and Listened,
Sbe was Tireathing profoondly.  Henclard aully torned
the handle, encered, and ghading the light, agareached
ibe bedaide,  Crdeally bonging the Gght lrom behind
a acre=ning cocain he bedd o in osedi @ meeeer bl
1t F=ll slintwise gn hear face without sh.ini.nE on her E}EE
Fle ereadlastly eegarded her foatutes,

Tleey were fuic: by were dack.  Bul Uiis wax an
woimpattant prefiminary.  Io sleep there come o 1he
surluce buried genenlogicn] @ols, anceseral curees, dead
neetr's Lkued, which the reobilivy of dayeicos anioaiion
sreens and overslelms. Lo the poesehr seatuesqua
reposs gf (e youny irl's coantengnce Richard Nowoen's
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was unmistakahly reflacted. He oouldl not emdore the
sighn of her, and haclened away,

Misery taupht buoe notlung ok s debant o
durmnoe of it Min wife was del, and Lhe first impulsa
for eavenge died with the thoapht thet che was be-
yond o, He looked cul noshe nighe as au s fend,
Henchard, bke oll his kind, was sopestiticous, and be
coubd not help chinking thas 1he concplenation of
evenyt thia evonang had produced =as the achieme of
svoez sinister intellgeme benton punishiog him. Y
they had devedoped patumlly,  JF hehsd aot revealed
his paal bistary to Elizatech Te would not have cearched
the degwer o papecs, and s an.” The mockery was,
that h= should have oo soonsr taught n'gir] tm riaim
the <heléer of his pateenity than te discovercd her da
hav i ki.r:!.]:u'p watl Lim,

This irnnical sequencs of thingy ongeted hum hike
ep impish irick from & fllowcreaturs,  Like Preser
Johre'a, hiz table bad been spread, and infernal harpies
hud snatehed up the focel. He want aol of Lhe hause,
pnl moved sallenly cowatd down the parement till he
came to the bdge at the boltom of che High Sireet,
Hern he turmed in upon a bypath on the nver bank,
ui:i.rti:n; the north-zastarn limils of the town.

These precincia embodicd the mourniul pheses of
Casverbridge life, aa the aoub aveaves entboadiod as
cheerful moods.  'The whole wap 2long hers was sun.
Iess, woen in summer time; in spring, white frosts
hingeeed hBere whean olher placee were stearming witl
warmeh ; wlale in winter it mas tle sesd field of i1 the
arhex, thenmatisms, ang t-n1't|.1:ri11.g CLTN e ol the TEAT-
The Caslerbridge dortors must hare pined away for
wabtt of 3uMiaent ooonsheseat, bl for the cunligumation
of ibe Bndsmape on the north-eastern yide,

The river—alow, nodseless, and deck—thes Schwars
waaser of Cagtarhiidge .o ran beneath a kywr cLff, the 1o
togather I'I:II.'I:IJ.iJ'lF n defence which hpd rendered walls
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and artilial sarlwockys on tos ade vnneceamne  1Tom
were mains of o Emanciscan priney, and & mill attzched
ta the same, cha =aet of which rosred down a back.
batch Lke the woace of desolalion Alawve the cbff,
And behind the over, me= a p1h-. nf 'I'.l,|.i]|'1ing«:.J and in
tha (topt of the pile B sQuere meass cub oo e sk
owus leke o pedeseal lacking o atatoe,  Tlus mbsing
trainre, withouot whizh the duxign r=mained inmqnpl.n:tu,
wat, i truth, the corpse of 8 man ; for the EQuar: n:s
formed Lhe base of the gallows, Ow sxbenysive boddogs
gt the kack !aﬂng 1he ounty an In the mendow
where [enchard now walked the mob were wont 10
patluzr wlhenever &b ssatuuobl bk place, and these 1w
th= tun= nf the manog wer they atool eod watrhed
the apectacte,

Thw eaazpoesticn which Jdarkness impanesd to tha
plroms of this megion tnjmessed Henchard owore thao
he had epected. The Bugubricaa harmony o e
apat wmith his domicstic eilwarion wae too poefost for
him, impati=nt of @fecs, soeoms, and adombobons
1t redooesd his 'I':l:.u:thurnin_g' tn melanchaly, e he ex-
Ve, ' ¥Why the deuce did T eomie here!' He went
pn past Hx oattage o =luch U old lmal basogman
had lived mnd died, in times: beicre that @lling way
monopolized over all England by r vingle gentlermang
ol chimbed up by & a1eep tack bine ioro the rowse

For the EI'.ITEI'i:I'I.E! of thar :rlrip;h!, :nEcan.ﬂ'u'! hf Ty
tacler diseppoinement, b might well have been pitied,
He waa bike opbe who bad halfl Ginted, and ookl el
remuver nwr aompiete the awono.  In wocds be ooold
hlnme hiz wile, bl not in his heart; apd had e abeped
thi: mite diseciiona owsida ber Jeoer 1his pain woold
have besn sparel him fur Iong—posubley fur ever,
Llizabeth-Jane seeming to show mo ambition k2 goit
her aafe gnd eecluded meiden courses 100 the apecols
e patls of maloowny.

The moming ame efter thin night of uneeat, aod
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witli il the necesity for & plan. He wat Ge 1os acdi-
willed tn escnde ffom R posicipn, especially an it would
involrs humilierion,  Hiz dauphter he had asserted hee
te be, and bia doughiear she shoold always chiok hoeeaell,
np matter what h@mri.g}' it Invplv=d.

But he wac ill-peepaeed for the fitst stepin dhia now
siluativo.  The moownt e muoe aote the breakiasd-
wam Elimbsth advaneed with open confidence 12 him
and tovk him by tha aro,

T lawve thooglie and thought afl pight of ' ale caad
funkly. ' And [ aez thet evendhing most L= =3 yoo
sy, Amd Iaw going o 1ok upon ypou a5 the Gather
thar you are, and oot e @ll you Mr Henelacd any
more- Pt s 62 plain to e now.  Indeed, Gchar, it b,
For, of oouras, you would net bave done half 1he things
you Buve dome far me, aod Jer ma bhav: my gwnomay ao
entirehy, and brght me pescants, il 1 had only hean
raur stepdawghter] He—Mr Mewtan— whom my
paioc mather memed by 3uwc & vlanys mistaks ' (Heo-
chord wax E"Im.‘l thot he had -r[isg;ui.iall mattecs :-:nl,-.:l,
"*wag very kind—ob, 80 kind!' [abe epoke with (eare
ity hear eyes) ; ot Dt 35 pet the saoe dung as bang
ooe's real Gther aftey gll. Np‘w, :[a.ﬂ'u:r, hicmabdaxt in
ready |7 arid she checrfislly,

Hemhard Lent aod kissed Jwer cheek, The soment
and the act h= had mm:mnplalacl. frr we=eks wth a thrill
of pleasure web it was mo lesa tham A migerable in-
pipidary to buow ouw thay 1t had cowoee,  Hid meonkialioo
of her mother had be=n chiefly Mne 1he E":r]': aa'e, and
the fmiition of the whole schema was such dusk and
Rahect 29 thia,
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{IF all the enigmas which ever confronted a gl thees
can have boen seldom ooe Tike that which fopllowed
Henehaed'a anbowscement of himself to Eliaabech ga
Lt father. He bal door 1 in an ardoor aod an agia,
tion. which had half @rried the point of afection with
hery yet, bahold, from the oext momiog crwerde his
toAncer was cunstaioedt ks she had pever asen it befne,

The coldnesy ecan hoke out inle open chiding.
Cne grievons Biling of Fhlizabedh's wan her occasional
praly and pictocesque wse of dialect words—thess
teorible marks of L benst to sl eeuly pontmal

Tt w3 dinner-time—ther nrwec et =xeept al meale—
and she tuppened to sar when he waa rising foom 1abde,
wishing tu sleow lone somethung, ' IC you'll bbde whees
you be a minate, other, I'0 gt it

v Bide where 7ou e, he echoed starply. " Gond
Cod, are you anly e b0 carry mwaab to a3 pig-teough,
{laar b -RTLT such worcls ax thaze P*

She reddened with shame end <adnes,

*T mant " Say wheee youo arc,” Gather,' she gakd, in a
low, humbbe vedce= T cught eo have been more @ndul "

He made e ceply, ond weat cut af the Fogen,

The sharp reprimand wns not lest apon her, and in
{ime 3t camae B0 pasy Thee fur Sfay ' she sald ©awenesd
thel slos i ||:lr.|u:v=r :Pl}h: o ' dumbledores® but of
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‘hgmble bees ;' no.fonger said of young men and
woquaty Lhae they ' walled Logether ' bt Ut eles weoa
*eopayged ;' that she prew to talk of T gregples' oa 1 wild
hyarintbs; * that when she had npot clept sha did net
quaintly tell the dervents nest monoog that e bad Leen
*hagnid,” bat thar sl had ¢ 3uferad from indagesbon.

These imprevemeents, however, are  somcwhet in
advance of the ctory,  Heochard, teing vocelovaled -
himseld, wuy the bitteresl crtic the Ger ol oowld pos
sitdy have heed of her own lapses—really slight now,
Tor she read cmnirorcusly. A gratuibous ordcal waa
in zrorm for lwc in the malter of e h.a.m]wr.ilin“.
She wax passing the dining-room door ane eesning,
ernd had ocasion to go in for eomecthing I =a3 nmow
1itl she had ul.lénl:'d. e daor el sl bnew e Ha.}w
wis there in ihe COMmpany ol a mon with whom ha
tananched bueinss.

“Here, Ebcateds Tane' he said, lowking cound ot
bi=r, *just weite cown what 1 t=ll vou—a Faw words
af an sgresment Eor me and this gentleman to sign,
Iam & pear ool with & pen.'

*Be jowned, and sa == I sasd the geotleman.

Bhe beoqght fprward Tintting-book, paper, and ink,
and cak down,

‘Mow then—'"° 4n gpre=oient entered into this nix-
tz=oth doy nf Criober "—write that firgt.”

Spe staried the pen in an ckephazilionn march aoroay
P glew. DL was & splenlii.d roend, buld bond of hee
FaXr] mnnzp‘.:inn, 1 stple that woold have mmpcd A
woman A5 Mincrda's own in more Tecent days, Buco
other idews regned deen : Heochard's ¢piad woy that
JrapeEr young E'i.rL-. wrute hdm:'hnd-m;.‘, ha helimved
thet bristling chacactess were RS inmate w3d LNEEpdribbe
a pare of pzfined womanhood &3 sex asell Henee
when, invt=l of scrbbliog, lik= the Princess Ido—

"In mach 2 haoed we wieen & Ge=ld of corm
Hows a3l slx eaws before e roamoy Fad,
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Elieabeth-Jans pmduner.i & boe of chain-shot gnd sand-
bagr, he reddencsd im oangry sheme for her, snd,
peremptonly saying, ' Never mind —I°)l Boish i dis
missrd her there And then.

Her cobsiderate diaposition bocame @ pitfll 1o ber
pow. She was, it muost L= s#douti=d, soowv=times pro-
vokingly and unnecessarily willing to sadcle harsell
with wodoua]l labowrs,  She would pe te the kivches
inxtrad of r.ing'i.nﬂ:. 1 Mot o taks Phebe come wp
paios'  She =ent down on hier kness, sheved in hand,
wien the cat oventwroed the ooal-seuobe ; oo,
she wanld persistenily thank the packouwr- maid for
everything, 61 one dwy, ra seon pa the gl w=f gone
frowh el reoiin, Helwhaed broke aut with, * Good Gead,
why dostot Jeave of thanking thot girl as of she were
A goddess-bom  Lwen't T opay ber o dozen pourd a
yadr to da things for 'ced'  Elizabeth sheank so vaibly
at the exclamation that he becabee sy 3 few muioul=s
adter, and exid that he did not mean to be se rough.

Theae docwettic exbobilions s=ee the small prolead.
ing needle-rocks which auggrmated mther than reveled
what wra underneath, Tuat hie pnasien hed bees Legror
For har dian ket eoldasss, The ifstoting frequency
of the Later mood trld ber the =11 news thet be dis-
hiked hor with a prowing dislike The more inbercet-
g Chat lear appesramcs kil maspets becorss ondat
the scfi=ning influ=ocm which she coald now comman:l,
&rd in ber wisdom Jdid command, the more she seemed
lg esiranpa him  Somerimcea sbe coght e looking
at her with & lownng imadicuaness that she ookl hardiy
bezr. Not knowing hix secref, it was 8 ornel mockety
that she shoold for the Gesl lime cacis hin andneesity
wleo al bud taken his sunadme

Rt the most territde ordeat wea bo come.  Elicabeth
had Latterly bocn accustomed of an aftermoms to present
A vup of ¢ider ar al= aod Lreod-and-cheese 1y Nanoe
Mreckridgs, who =ptked in the Fard, wimblog hey
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bonds,  Mamce accepted 1his ofering throkfully of first ;
aftersards ak A marear of edorse, On & day whew
Flenchard wae on the premises he saw bis atepslaoghoer
entce the bay-Barn on thias ercand ; and;, 85 there waa
oo clemr spot oo whiels o deposit the provicions, sha
At QRE: s2t tn wnrk zmaoging two fruwsses of luay 2% &
tabls, Mockrdge meanwhile standing wich ber hamds
on her Lapa, eseftlly Jooking at vhe preparationa on her
fazhalf

¢ Elizaboth, corme herel' said Henchard; ond she
obeyed,

' Why tlo Fou lower :.l'|:||.1r51=|lI %0 mnﬁ:unr]&d]}'?" bm
said =ith suppresssd passion.  'Haven't 1 tsld yoo
o't By Lavear Hey? Making poorself & dnadge for
i Omman workmuman of eoch a charsdter Bs hers |
Whe, 'l disgrree mee to the dust |7

How these words wees ueered lond spough o reach
Monre inmade the baen door, whe Gred up ibosediaeely
at 1he el upon her personal charactec CoHmimg o
tha doork, sbe cried, regardlesa of copscquenoes, ' Come
to that, Mr Micluel Henchard, I zan let 'ec know
shefve waited on wocse | °

*Thon she muat hava hed moes chaniy than sonss,”
sid Henchard.

'Ok n, she hadn't. ‘Tweoe oot fix rhm'i!.].' bt far
hin: ; aod at a public-houae in this town *'

Ivizs ot oo ' oed Henchord indigoan(ly,

']ust ask her* agirl Hu.'n.-l;ﬁ, :I'n|.-|'.'i:r|.g' her naked ecmm
in such & mamncr that she -could comfortably ccrateh
ber ellxmws.

ITenchapd g'_inr.n.-::l. at ElLr.il'u:l'J.‘l-]:.nr._, whra= aom-
plexign, now pink and white from conbnement, last
neacky all of the foooer eojour " Whaa doss rhas
meAn 7 ? he said to her, 4 ﬁn}-thing ar nnth‘inﬂ'? !

' s beee,” Buid Elizabeth-Jape,  ‘Hut it waa
Oflye—— "

' T you da it or gidn't you P Where was it#!

37



THE MAYDE OF CAITERERIDDGE

"Ar ke Thee Manneot; oae svesing for & Lils
while, wtwn we were slaying there'

Henee glanecd  trumphandly at Heonchaed, and
pailed jhio Use b ) for, aSiouidg thar alw wad po L
discharged oo the imstant, she hod csaoleed 10 make
the mort of her victery,  ¥lepchard, however, sid
nedhing wbaun disebaggnep ber.  Ubdaly ssnsieive an
sach paints by reason of his own past, he hed the Jock
of one completslp ground down to the bt indignity,
Elizabeilh followed him o the bowss like o culpriy;
Lut wie=n she gut osid= ske could oor see ham.  MWor
did she see him again that day.

Convineed of the ceathing damags wo bir Jocal
reput= and position Ut tusl have bemn caused by
sach a fact, thoggh it hed newer before reached his
owin cars, Hencherd shiowed & poticive diseasee for the
presencd of s E'i.rl nol his I, whenrrar he cOaan-—
teted hec.  He mostly dioed with the rmers st the
puicket-roomm of one of the two chicd hotcls, laavmbg ber
in witer solitgde.  Could Be Juve de=n bow she made
use e thase silent hours be might hawe (ound ressan
ta perveree his judgment om her queling, She mead and
took niodes Inossaandy, masechg (s wath  parnful
Taborionaness, bat never Rinching from her self.imposed
tagi, She began the siudy of Latin, inciced by the
Eoman dharscenwic of the wren dlse Lved in. I 1
am ot wellinfocmed it shall be by po Bok of my gwn,’
ghc wonld mey to hierssll throogh vhe dcare that weuld
occmiondlly plide down her peachy cheeks when she
was Girdy kafed by the portentous obscority of many
of these ediecucional »orks,

Thue she lived on, & dumk, despiesling, gretee=d
trﬂtumrtun:tmﬁ] h:r ol & !i:l'ls‘]l:' n:|:|11.'ig'|.m1.|.| bu.i.ns';
ruenehing with pabtiapt forfbtade her ingpient intercst in
Farfras, bexawse it assmcd to ba ooe-sided, somasdeoly,
nnd. WD, Tmn. that fur TEI%AOY bﬁl‘. l:nq‘lm: [ )
bereell, abe had, since Farfae’s dismisssl, shifted ber
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fuarters from the back reom eferding o view of cha
vard {which she had ocoupicd with wrch 20:1) 10 & fount
chamber ovotlooking (e stremt; but as for the yoaung
mon, whenever he pussed the boose he seblom o1 mevee
tarned hiz head,

Whnlcre kad almont oo, Aod ansetted weaitber made
hec attl mare dependent upon indoor rescurces,  But
there were certain carky wimier days in Casterbridge —
daya of Armemeodal exhaoscion whickh fellowed angry
gautlweiady fempe=ts—when, i th= seo shone, the
gir wan kike veleet. She seized on thess deys for her
pericdical wiaits to tho spot where e snocher lay turied
—=the aulluzed budal-grouod of the old Eoman-lnsh
gy, whose morioos fmtues wos this, its continyicy B2 &
place of sepualture,  Mrs. Henchard'a dust mingled with
ehie duan of woves whe lay artdorentsd with glass hair
pins and amber necklars, and men wha held in their
mouthe cring of Iledrian, Peethumus, smd the Con-
AIET LT

Hulf-past ten in 1he mouming was about her hoor for
#orking thia spot—sa time when the town Reonncs mere
deserted as the evenaes of Earmae,  Bosincss had lang
MO |.|u_'|=|=d. duwn beo Lnto it= da.i.]r |.'|:'L|_-1, and Luisore
had o armieed therse Sa HI.'i:l::l'Hh-j.me walkad prd
cend, or Jopked over the cdpe of (he book to think, and
s reached el chumebyand.

Therr, :p;ﬂmrhing he=r mathar's grawe, she cAw a
satilary dark figure in the middle of the gravelwalk
That Bgues, boo, was mevdibg; b oot from a4 book s
the wards which engrased it I:rui.ng the insception on
Mrs. Henchard's tombstons,  The poraonAge was i
moutning like hecdl, was aboul her age and size, and
mig'hl'. have b=en her wraith or -e'luqu hut for the fart
that it was & Tndy much moce beawcilully dreased fhan
e Iodeed, comoparstively indiffersar 43 Ebzabeth-
Jang was tn dress, unless for some temporary whio oc
puTposs; ber eyes were amested by the rrtistic pereciiog
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of the lady'y appramnere  Eler gwit, top, had o feruous
mean abeout it, iich feemed (o avaid agulerly of meee
ment lest from clwace than from predopositon, [T
wan g revelation tn Ldizabeth that hoaman Ledinge coold
reach chie Gtage of external developnscin——-che bad never
suspacted 14 Slee Felt all b Ereahovess ansl grace o e
atalen {rom bersclf on the instant by the neighboarbood
o mach a giranper And this was in Goe of the G
Uat Ebzabeth eriold oow have be=n wor bandaome,
while Lha young larl;l.' way simply pratty.

Hed ahe been onvicuws she mipht hava hated che
wodnan ; bob 2l Did ot oo that—she allowed beczelf
the pleasore of ferling fasminated. She wonderad shers
the lady had come frome.  The stumpy and pesctical
wikk of honest Tenoelinesa which mostly preraibed thers,
the toa ll'.].'1E| of drexa thereabaout, the :li.r.np'l: and the
mictaben, equally agyouched chat this fipurse was oo
Cagterhoidpe womac's, even if & book in ber baod
resemblbog a guide-lonk had oot alsn suggested it

The stranger presenily moved {rem the 1ombetone
of Ma. Henchand, abd vanished belond the oomer of
ibe woll  Elizal=th went to the tomb berss=ll ; besids
it wore two feriprinte dictinet in the soi, sigrafving that
thee lady had azpcd there a loag cime.  She retoomed
homewnrd, mugng on what she had sm=n, ax che might
hava maack en & rzictew ot the Hertherm Lights, &
rare butterfly or & camen.

]n!uuti.nﬂ: F L I!:h.mp;: had hesn pul uf-:l-unr:, -1 hn:m:r:r
it turmed out to e one of her dad daye. Heochard,
whosa bea pears” mavoraloy was apdisg, had beeo ads
owars that be wax not 1o be chosen pa Bl & w2acincy in
the lisk of aldermen ; and that Farfree wae Likely to be-
comaonc ¢ tho Counedl,  Thia saused tha Badortiinets
ciscovery ithat sbe had played the wubing-maid o the
tgwn of which br w25 Mayor to tenkle in his mind
pat more poigoponsly, He lwd learnt by personal ine
guizy it i nme that it was W Digoald Farfrose—tha
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trenchernis  opstart — e the lad thos bomiliated
hersedf, AT though M. Stannidge seemed ta attech
o great imponlancs to the incideot—ihe checriul aouls
at the Three Mamoers laving echwosesd ity auperis
]nng .ag{:-—sur.h wag Henchorda h.a.ng;hl:}' :!.'pi:rit that the
simple theifty derd wac regaeded pa litfle Tesa tham B
simaal catastrophe by bim

Forer since the evening of bis wife’s amval with her
daughter there had been something in 1ke sir which
Bud elangpsd s lock,  Thal dioeer at e King's
firma with his friends had been Henchaod's Aosterlies ¢
ke had had his sococcces since, bt bis eourse hed
not beety ppward,  He wls moet to be pombeted Sfming
the nldermeo—that Fevruge af luoghbers— s e had
capected to e, g the consciogsnesy of thie soured
him bo-daw,

I Well, wlers lave you Deso P’ ke said to her, with
effhand laconism-

‘Twe been stpotlsg in the Walks and chorcayard,
father, el T fee] guoite Jewry! She clapped her hand
to ber masuth, but 1o ke

Thie ™84 just emough to dnceser Heochard afiec the
olser crosses of de= oy, T oow's bave pew talk bke
thatl' h= thundersed ' l.n-.r:f," mifeel  Ome woild
think pou worked uponm & Barml One day I lears
thar you lend a hand o pullc-howars.  Then T hear
Fuu tnlk Jike o 4;_'I-n-d.'h-r.-'|:|'per. I'm hum-nd, if it 93 O,
this hoaer can't hold us twe!

Toa only way of gertivg & single Ppleasant thooghe
to o 1o okpr upen after this was by eecalling the lady
she had seen thot dey, pnd hoping she might soo her
Agait,

Meanwhie Henchard woa sitting up, thinking over
ks jealowe folly in fockidding Forfas 10 pay his
wddreaacs to thia gzl who did mer beloog we bum,
when f b had alkwwed them tw go on he might pat
Bbive been encombered with her, At st he said to
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himself with satisfaction s he jumped up end w=ol
to the writing-table : " ARl ®e'll 1hvink i foedns e
and & mwrrages pottion—nor that T den't want my
hrusz 12 be trwobled with ber, aod no pondon at alll?
He wrole a3 (ollews :—

'SR, =N consideration, T dont wiah o intedes
with your Courlahip of Eligabeth-Tane, if you care for
her, 1 therefore wishdeaw my objecton; sooepting
in this—that the business b= not arisd on s oy
houee, —Yours, . M. HEXrHARLD.

1My Fadrae"

Tha motraw, teing Qi fine, found Elizabeth-Tans
agn in the cwndgacd ; Tut while heoking for the
ady ahe was ctartled by the apparition of Farfae, who
pasard outdide the gate.  He glancsd op for s momest
from & pocket-book in which Ie appeared v be maling
ﬁgurq:s. a3 he went ; whether o not he zaw hac b 1oak
ng notioe, and disappeared,

U:1-:|.|.|:|.]r rJ.el.'m:lsn:ll h}' & senss of Ber cwn ELTRE
Awity, ahe thought he prababdy scarned bes ; angd Quile
kb b0 Epiril, &7 down on & berch, She fell into
panful thooght an let positen, whiclh ended wath ber
Baying quits koud, 10k, } wish 1 was dead with dear
eAher 1

Behind the bench was a Lictle promenade wnader ol
wall xhere people sometioes wolked insizmdd af on the
prawvel.  The bench ssceed b0 be teuched by come-
thing ; she looked mond, and a face was beoding over
ber, weiled, but sHll distiper, the Gree of 1he PriLng
woouat e had seen yoaterday,

Elizabeth-Jane Jocked coobouoded for & moment,
knowing sbe had besn cvesheanl, thoogh there was
pleasure o her confugion, " ¥es, 1 heard you,” =aid
the ladf, in & wwicicod weace, dosweond her Look
+What can have happemed ? °
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P deo'n—1T wap't tell pouw," said Eliabeth, pusning
hcrhm}dhh:rﬁ::tuhicle:qtﬁ:'hﬂuﬂlrhﬂ}nd
23418

There was oo murement ar word for a few ascondsy )
theo the E‘irl frlt thet the young hdf was uil:l:h:g dirwo
Teside hee.

‘T pu=ss bow it 38 wath you,' sadd the Lateer,  * Thal
was your medher! 5he waved her band wwards the
tombstone,  Elzabeth kooked up a¢ heor e iF inguining
of herself whather there ghould be confidence,  The
Lidy's manmwer wan so desipos, 3o anaicus, Lhal tha
girl derided there ahou!d be eopfidence, 4 1t wax my
mekher,” aha said, * ewy ooly Hend-'

*But vour father, Mr, Henolast,  He i3 Livaog 2"

'res, T is Living,' soid Flizabeth-Tane,

tTe be mob kind ko pou 2

ET'we no wish tv mooeplain of Lam.*

' There hay besn o disagreement 7

" A linle?

* Peglaps you were 1o blame, suggested the stanger.

1] wasr—in many ways,” sighed the meek Edigateth.
=] swepk up the conls when the permnt oughe o haye
done it #hd T said T was loery —and Be wat anphy
with me="'

The Tndy stcmed to warm lowarde her for thak
eaply. ‘Do you koow the impeession vour words
pre me P ' she anid ingenuously. 0 That be is w bot-
tempercd man—a libtle prond — perheps amkdtions ;
bar ot & tad man' Her anumy bon o oondesin
Heandhard, whal= sisling with Elizabieth, »was coroos.

i ¢th oo; cestainly ned fodt' agreed e hiobeae gl
‘ And hie hag ot eeen been yokind toome 1l 1:|.1.|:|:|r—
sincas pelher disd,  Hut it has been vory much to bepr
while it has lnag=d. Al s owing 1o oy delecrs, T dars
way ; mnd my defects are gwing tn my history,

tWhat is pour history #'

Elizabeth Jans lnoked wastfully a1 lsec quashiouer  Sha

i
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found that ber guestioner was looking at ber; tuemed
her LT dnwn_; and then seemed :umpeﬂl:rl tu look
tack again. ' My history is pob gry or aboactve,”
she said  <And yed T can bell ik, if vou eeally wank
L kneow!

The lady pasgesd ber that she did want to knoer;
shercupon Elizsketh-Tane told the tele of her lifc &8
aha maslecawood o, whicls was in geosal the e ooe,
except that the sal= at the fair hasl oa st therein.

Conteary to the gul's expectation her new feiend wma
net slwcksdh  Tlas cheered her; and i1 wae ook ol
she tught of retumning to that home in which she
had Texn treated a0 roughly of late chag her spinte Tefl-

‘T dac’t kisow bow o return,” che murmoeed. 1
think of gawoy away. Bot what can [ da?  Where cn
Ignt’

‘Perhaps it will be better sgon,' said har fhesd
gently. 150 1 would not z8 farr Now what do you
think of this: 1 shall scan want somebody (o five in
may howst, partly &8 bogselecper, partly Ba ©o0 s
weuuld you :|:|.1.i.r.||:1. comiog b0 ooer B ]bi:rha.].'u—

1Ckh VS, " ooed ]:..ILahul:h with s in her EVES.
I would, indecd—I would dn anrthing ¢ be inde-
pendent ; Lor theh perbapa my {aber might get oo love
me  Ebut, aht!

{Whatr "

'T sy oo acoooplished peesmn,  Avd & eompunion
i pow mouat be that!

1T, oot pecesaaTily!

‘Mot? Hur I can't help ucihg Hitad woolt some.
time=, when I don't m=n ot

* Nexer ming, § ehell liks 10 knowr them,”

‘And—oh, I know I ghen’t do |"—ale erded with
o diatmelol legh  f1 amodenally leamed g owwts
round hand inated of ladies~haned, And, of coans,
you ®want same one who can wTibe that "

Wrell, oo
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1What aed peccasary to weite ledica™kand ¢4 cricd
'ﬂ:u‘:jn?uus Elizal=le

£ Mot ae 317

“Hut where do wau levad *

*In Casterheidgs, or rather | atall be Yiving here
aftee feolye ofclock te-dny.

Elzabeth, veprsvasd her astooishinent.

T haves Twen staping ot Budmouth for g feor dam
whilz my brose wes gewing ready,  The houst § am
going ot is thor oxe they call High Placa Hal(he
wod stobe one wearlaoking e Mackel,  ''wo oe the=
n=ims ar= At for orcaipaticn, thaogh nog pi: I 3]@:1"..
there to-night for che first e, Now will jou think
over oy proposal, and mect woe here due frat boe day
n=1t mwaek, and ay if AL are xt:ll cn the xame mend 27

Lligabeih, hiez evea shinimg st this proapect of &
Changa ror an unleamble posson, joylslly ass=ored
and the two parcted st the gaie of the churchynrd,



XY

Az s masim Elitly repeated from childhood cenaing
pnl:l'il:ﬂl}' unmarked 1l sdioe matune u]:-eri.-:nn: ETL-
Tnooems it, 33 clicl 4hin HiEh Flace 1ol mre for the first
vme really shew iteold to Elizateth-Jrmee, though her
eard had heard ity oame w8 hooded oomsions.

Her mind dwele LR nu!fh.'ing mlsie et The stranger,
amd 1he howse, red her cwn chanoe of Tiving there, all
doa mest of the dey. Ly vhe afterisean ehe had occasmon
to pay a few bills in the wen and do o hittle shopping,
aben phe le=rmt that what wos 2 new d.i:m\rﬂg' to henr-
getl had Becomre A common topic aboor the stesocts,
High rlace Hall wut undetpoing oopair; & lady was
comipg there to live shocly; ail the shap-people knew
it, and hed already dipccunted the chapc: of her being
& Cusliooner.

Elizzhech-Jane could, however, edd 2 capping touch
to informatizn B miew to her in the bulk,  The Lady,
ehir said, had arceed daak day

When the ampa were light=d, and it was yet oot s
dathk @3 to femder COAMDoFL AU, and ool invisikle,
Elizaketh, slmost =ith 8 lower'as feeling, thowght she
woald ke B0 Jook at the oorside of Hagle Place= Hall,
She went up the strest in that direction.

The ITpll, with itp proy fescde and pacapet, was the
ooly reaidenca of it ool e oer the cehoe of tha
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town, 1t had, in 1he frst placa, the charcteeistics of
& ooty Bk nsitn—birde® testa o 13 chimaeys, daep
musks where fungi grew, and icegulakoes of sodace
dirert from Hatwte's trowel, At night the forma of
passEnmery werd patternaed by the lempa in blasck shadows
upen U= pale walls.

This evening motes of siraw lay eround, and other
agis of the poeouises lawog been in chat lawless con-
dition whiclh accompanies the entry of & ne=x fenant
Tha bouse waa entiredy of s1ome, and formed an sxample
ol dignity withoun great size  In owas nob aloopother
anstcrude, 3ull Jess conamguental, ver the el Gelavoesd
stmnger instipctively said, *Fbead built i, eod Wealth
cnjoye i, however vague his opirions of shoss pooes-
Bories tuglil e .

Yot an regrrda the enjoping i1, the stranger wrubd
Tave been wrong, for antil chic very evening, when 1he
bew lady had acnved, the Lowse= had been empy Ge
a year or iwg, while befrore dhat intrral ita ocowpancy
hed been itesgular:  The resaon of it unpepulanby »as
cocn tade manifest, Ina mems owtrleoked Lho marke:
place ; mod such & praspect from such & bouse wis bot
comyidered destratde or seernly by its woobd-be occupiers.

Elizabath'a eves eaughe the upper rooma, &n4d saw
Lglhis e, The lady kad cbvicwsly argwed. Tl
impeaasicn that this waman of comparatively practises)
manocr ted made upon the erodiows giel's mind was
g deep tar she egjoved slaoching vnder ap oppoalLe
sechway mes=ly to think that the charming lady wan
insxlc the confrenting walls, and tn wonder what she
wag deing. Her adouovarion for the archisoetees of
that froof was entirely oo woovunt of e eoale it
sorermend. 'I'hnug}l. Inr thot matiier the wrohicectuee
deserved sdmication, ot &f Least etudy, on s owmn
aceoupt  I1 wad Pallaclon, and Like inost acchitecions
erected cncg the Ciathic age, was 2 compalation @ther
than p detign,  Bub ite messonablences made it im-
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preasive, Lt =as not cich, B cich enowgh, A timely
coomreusest of the ulamale vaniey of human amchilec.
tor, no bess thon of other human things, badl prevented
artiacke superiaity.

Men lad ol quie receatly bean paing 1o and adl
with parcels and packingomses, endering the doar and
hall within like - public thoroughfare.  Elizabeth trotbed
through tha opetn door in e dusk, bub bocoming
alacmed at her gwn temenity, she weol quickly oot agan
|:|:ir annther which stood oD in Lhe |.|:|-I'|:5r wall of the
bk caure Tae her surprite she found hersell in ane
of e bedde-osed Ghowt alleys al' tha lowo. Looking
round 2t the donr which had pm hrr egrras, by tha
Tight of the salitary lamp Gxed in the allev, she saw that
it was arclied aid obd .—older ever than s houss itself
The= dicar was sswilded, and 1be k=zstone of 1= wch wan
oAk, Origirally the mark hed erhibited m comic leer,
ad could eeill e discorsed ; box genorarions of Cuobes-
hodpe oy bad threwn slones al the mask, aoving ot
ita apen month; end fhe blows therenf had chipped
off the lips andd Jama &0 il they had beco canan amay by
dizeas=,  ‘Ihe appearancs win 340 plocly by the webly
lamp gimme=r that rhe can’d nat hear to loagk 2t 30— +the
firal wnploasant Jeatuee of her visit,

The posneeen of e guesc old deor and = odd
PreacTece afl The= |.-|ﬂ:ring mask sugpsit=] on= Hﬁng nhare
al]l others g4 appertrining 19 the mansion’s past history
==ltiripue. By the alley it bad bece posaible bo soma
upseen from all mwots of goarters in the towo—the obd
play-honges, the ofd blk-atake, 1he ald cock-pit, the pool
wherein namelass lnf@ntd had been used o disappesr.
High Flace Hall puld boast o itd miovenisvoes e
dnuhtedhy.

She tarmed to come away in the oeareal direction
howewatd, whiclh wis up b wlley, Lot beariog foaots
siepy approaching in that goarter, and having g great
wish to be found in such & place &t such o Gme, sba
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mquickly retrented.  Fhere Leing oo ether way ool, sle
stocd bobind a Lrick pier 60 the intrder shouold have
pone oy ways.

Hod she wniched she would have been sucpris=d.
She would bhawe aeen that the pedestrian on coming
up mude sibnghl oz the arched doorwsy s shat as le
paused with his hand wpen the lach ke aoiplight Bl
upon the Mo of Flenchord,

Bt Elizabech-Javm clune s cleacly 1o her nook that
ab= discerned nothing of 1this. Henchard passcd 1=,
=5 ignemnt of kor peewenre o3 she way ignorant of his
idenrity, and dishppeared o the darkness  Elzabelh
e oot a ascond Lo ot the aley, aod made the
beat of her way home

‘Henchard's chidizg, by begeiling io her & nervons
Fmc of doag anvthing defimable as wnlocdy-lbke, had
l}pﬂm‘l.ﬁl thux l.-.urii:mshr in h:ra:'ping them wnknomn to
cach ocher st 2 eritical moment, Muoch emight ave
peyufeed fremn recogiotidme—at tle= leami a guary on
eithy=r 3ide= iy goe apdd the selixame form: Wha* oould
he or she poasibly be doiog thers ¢

Hewchard, whatever bis Lusiness at the Lady’s bouse,
reached bis own brme anly 2 few mingtes Later than
Elizabeth-Jawe, 1ler plan waa to broach tha queston
of v hia roed this eveoibg; e =venls of the day
had trged ber to the cooese Bt s execution de-
perded npon hie meosd, and ghe anmowsly awaited Lia
manner towards her,  She found that it had change:d.
Heshawsd no fucther tendency tn be mogry; be showed
something worse,  Absalote indgifierenoe had takes e
Place of irmiability | erod his oolduwess was =och that it
encouraged her o depacture, eveo more than hot temper
eould have done

* Father, have you a0y ghjection to my going away ?'
ahe asbed

"Coing gwpy 1 No—none whalever,  Where ane
yor gringd'
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She thought i1 wodescible aod onnevesacy to sy
1]1_!.'[|:'|j;ng Al present abrut her destinaen th ppe wha
tuok w3 latele dpmercst in her,  He woold kmow that
spon enooghe 11 have besrd of an opeiriooicy of
Ectting Tiore cultivater] and Boished, anad being less
idle, she ensweesd, with hesitation, ' A charce of &
plare in & louselobl where B oean have advanages of
‘udy, and s=eing refined Jife '

"Thern make the best of it, in Hearen®s name—if
yiou can'l get cultivalod sheos you aes'

' ¥ou doo't obj=ct 7

tQbpect—I Y Ho—no! Motetall' Afber a pausa
he aaid, ® But youw wou't Baves enocwgh mooey For ttas
Bvely scherme without hbelp, yoo knowd If you like
1 fhould be willing to make vog op ablpwapcs, s that

ke nea beund wo live upos (e sbacvackon wges
refoed fulk are Tikaly w my ee’

She thapked him fpr thin offer.

‘It had tereer be done properly,” he added afier a
racz. A amall snooily Ds wkae 1 slew]d Lee yow o
have—ag aa 1 1= ind=pend=nt of m=—and sp that |
ey b independent of Fou-  Yould toe plesse yed "

¢ Ceranle !

1"Than 1'l zer ol:aok 3k this 3y dl.f.r He sermed
relieved 1o get ber off his handa by 1hia semangement, And
43 far a9 chey were concemed the malber wan scoded,
Lhe now simply waitesl to see the Lady sgain

Tbe doy and the hayr oxme; but & drigding min
fell.  Elizabech-Jane, having pow chanped her orbne
o onm of ey saelepeadencs te Bboncus se=00lp,
I;hn:lug'hl; th= weather gcm-d ennu;'h for anch dEeclined
glory 34 hera, i hee friend wouald enly Be ii—a macter
of doulr,  She wepe o the bootboom  wlers ber
pati=ns had hong ever since her apotheosis ; teek them
down, had their mildewed leathers blacked, and put
them on A3 ahe had done in old 1k, Thus owboted,
aud with cloak and wmbells, she went of to the plcx
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of 4:.;|_'.|;|:.\||;|ai:1l.'|':||,-.|1l:—ir||I!|,-.|1|:|.'i|1Er il the la.d'_r,' were Tt thers,
to eall at the house,

One wide of the churdpard—the tide towards 1the
weather—wug phehters] by an gnrient thached mud
wall mhoae eaves overhung &9 much an ooe of (wa Do,
At the back of the wall was & oo pard =itk it granary
and lomy—the place whendio she had met Farfrae mgay
months earlier,  Under the projection of che thench she
saw & feure.  The youiyg Lidy had come

Her preasnce ao exceptionally substaniiated the gcl's
wimant hopea thet s almest feaced her gpood fortune,
Fancica find room in the arongest anpds,.  Here, in a
l‘.'hm:ll.}ird ald s dﬁﬁuﬁ:ﬂr in the woarmt of uﬂﬂ:ur:,
wus m plrangs woman af coringy Bsonations neser sesm
clecwhiers: thers might ba some devilry abwooe bor
prezencs,  However, Elizabeth went cn to the chorch
Lwwer, om whoee sommit 1the cape ™ R ﬂ.n.g-suﬂ' ratllecl
in the wind ; and thuee ehe came o the wall,

The Lidy had such & cheedul aspect o the dozzle
that Ebzabeth forgat her fancy. 9 Well,! said the lady,
@ litche of the whitenese of her testh appesting with the
wokd theough the black feecs thae peolected hee faot,
‘hare you decided 2

L Ve, quine,” 3aid the ovher camerly,

t¥our Geher is willing *°

F Wt

""Then cne BlOOR."

"When #

FHuw—as scon an you bke T had 5 good mind
e send o Fpou to come b my house, thinking yow
might not wanure ap here Lo ot wind,  Bor ay I
ke E'ELI'J.I'IE ot of dﬂnr:l, I ﬂumghl: I wruld come pned
sz st

* §t waa my own ihouoght”

"That ahows wa shall agree. Then @n you come
todoy 7 My bouse i3 sn hollow gnd Jismad that 1
i sume livieg thing thers,'

(FT ]
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*1 thiok I might be abls to,' said the girl, reBectiog.

Voiver were boowe over b0 Bhem 2t thae jpstant oo
the wind wod mindrapa from the other aide of the
wall, Theee came puch wopds g5 ' acks,” ©quariers)
Etheeafing,” ¢ tailiop,' cmest Ssrordey’s muacket,” each
s=otenee Twing disonoized by the gusts lbee a4 fode io
4 cmcker] mitror,  Bedh the wnmen listened.

''¥Who ars thoze 7' caid cha lady,

1(kne is oy fath=r. He r=nes Viat ool and bam!

The ledy pecmed to forget the immediate Taginesy
In listening 1 the dechoicalites of the com trade,
At last He mid swddeoly, ' Did you vall him whes
yau wees gpoipg ko F "

-0 R

| DIh—lwwrr wan that P

'T thought it safer o got awoyp fint—as be ix so
uticatat i hit fempey, .

' Pechaps pan an= right . . . Besldes, T have never
told you oy peme, It iy Migs Templeman. . ., Are
thoy pibteon the olber cide®?

1Mo, ‘Ther have only gune up Lofo che gransry.'

‘Wl it is getting damp here I shall expect you
touday—1ahla evening, ey, At £

{Which way #lall T coow, ma'am '

"The fromt way—thoogh the dgor, There i3 oo
il

Elimlwth Tans had tees thlokiwg of the deor Lo
the aller,

tPorhaps, B2 you have ot meptioned ypour deadins-
tion, you mar &3 well heep silent vpown i ol you ane
clear off,. Wha knows bgt ﬂ:.n'thn:nu]ﬂ]l':tlﬁ.l
mind 3!

Elizabeth-Tane sbock Ber limd O considamton
T doo’™t fear it she =id sadly. ' He has grown gubs
ol e mst

ey well.  Siz ofclock then '

¥hen they had emerged upon the apen mad and
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parted, they found encugh to do in holding their lowad
wmbrellas 1o e wind. MNeverthelses the bBdy Jooked
in nt the corn-pzrd gates an ghe passed them; and
paused on ope (oot for & moemeut.  Bot noching was
wixibde there aave the ekt aod Lbe humpbacked Barn,
cusbianed with mess, mnd the granary, risiog against
the church-tower behind, where the smasking of the
mope zgainat the fogesball sl went on,

Mow ITenchard hard not the slightest soapicon that
Elisaberh-Jans's movement was to be 5o prompt-  Henes
when, just belire sz, be rmcleed home ood saw o fly at
the deoar from the King's Arms, and bis st=palaoghter,
with all ber lietle bags and boxes, getking inta it, he was
tabeen 1ip sorproses,

"Dt you said I might gn, Gihac?! she explained
thraugh the carriage window,

1 Said l==yer, Boe I theught wou peant bext mootly,
o LTt yrar. I, amize i—pou take time by the fore-
leck | This, then, ie how yoie e gning to I7cat me for
all my troubde about ye *?

1) fotherl how cn you speak lk= thar? T 3n
ueyuat o you | ehe £3id with spitit,

1 Well, well, have your own way” be repliel. He
ertersd the hm.l_'nel Iul.'lrJ7 :l:i:inp: that all her l.'l'ri:n.gn had
ook peb bson Bronght desm, went op to her 1o0m o
bk ob.  Ha had nevar boen chere slwe sha lad
nr::q[ﬁnd it. Ewideoces of her ire, of her emlenvooe
for Improvoment, wers visinle gl around, in 1he fam
of baaks, aketchea, meps, and little ammsogetneots oo
Lu.ﬂl;.rd'n] mferts. Henthord had Enown nn!hlng of thege
cfiorts,  He grasd gt them, tarqed aoddeoly pbout, and
e dowt Lo tha doer,

*Tonk hErE,' bhe :ald, in Ao alter=l voice—he pewep
called Ter by rame pow—' don't ‘e go Away rom o,
It moay be I've spoke roughly to wou—kbot I'we been
grieverd berond ewerpihing by you—there’s something
that caueed I8
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‘By ower? e said, with decp conocen, * What
hav= I done??!

11 can’t tell rou now,  Dwt il vou'll step, end go on
livinp g3 miF dawgheer, I'IL el yow all in b,

Bun the prepesal had come t=n monutes doee Luee
She wRa in the iy—was elpsady, in imegination, at the
hiowes ef the lady whese nwnnce bad aach chanoe for
ber. * Fatler,' she sand, as mmasdermtely as she could,
' [ think it best for ua that |1 R RO now. I reed muot
etay long! 1 chall ot be far away j and if you want me
badly I can scob catma back agan.'

He ovdded =ver 2o sbehtly, as a receipe of ber de
risinn, snd o marg, ¢ Yoy are naot peing B, vou say.
What will b pour addscce, io cake T wish to wrike to
yoa?d Oram I et to know !

'{b pes—cartainly. It is amly in the towo—High
Place Hall!

“Whers ' shd Heoslakd, bes Goe sulbog

Ehe repeat=b the words. He noither owved om
spoke, andd waving ker hand to him in wimost fcod-
liness, sbe significd fo e fysias oo drvive ap the
14,
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We o bk for a moment 0 the peeceding oighe, b
gooonok for Heodhord's attitode

At the hiour when FElzabeth-Tane woy contemplaling
her stealthy reconecEceing cxcursien to ihe abode of
tha Lidy of bhec fanay, e Jud been oot s Liode emosesd
mt teceiving e letter by hand in Tacette’s well-known
chaacaer,  The selfreprescion, the eapwanca of her
previces comontmeation had vahished fioa ber oiood ;
b wrote with some of the natural Jightness which had
marked her in their esdy segueirdanee,

"lhee Isacx Haie

"My nrar b HEMxCHARD — Dor'e e su.r[.lr.iul.’l- 1t
12 for your goord snd mine, os I hppe, thet T have come
ko Uve at Cearerbrdge—ier bow long [ ocanpol el
That depends opon aoothér; and be 15 4 1nan, ol g
merchant, and a Meyor, and one who has the Brst tigh
1o ey alfections.

i Sempeusly, mon awn, I am oot 20 Light leari=d a5 ]
ey e b be from dus. [ have come bees in conse-
quench of bearing of the death of youar wilc—whom yuu
o=ed to thiok of a0 dead to wany yeard before | Foor
wrmaon, ghe se=ma to have a0 o suffarer, I]'|.|:|-'||gl.'|
uncHaplainiog, and though weak in iolclicer not an im-
bevile 1 am glad pow acted Gocdy b leer.  Af 000 a3 1

175



TIIE MaVik OF CASTERBRIDGE

kncw ahe was no mare, it was brogght home 1o ma vy
forably by oy conscicnce thet T ought to erdeavour 12
disperse the shade which iy Sewrcorde Burp over mop
naces, by asking you fo carcp out Four promise to o
1 hiope you are of the same mind, end that you will ke
gteps b thia end, A, however, T did not kngw bow
yoq ware gituated, or what had happensd since cue
prpamaticn, I deided to come and establish myeld b
befiorn communickiing with o

1 ¥ou probably feei 83 I de alwat this. I shall ba
ablg 10 3= pao in o day gr two,. Tl then, Grewell—
Temlre, LueceTra,

L PS5 ==] was onable to ke=p my appointment to oheet
you for @ moment or twg in passing through Coater
bridpe the other day. My plans weee altered by a family
ekl whicls Lt will aurprize pou b0 bheat of !

Hetwchatd had atrsady heard that High Plsee Hall
wis ledng prepaned for a tenant.  He said with a puzzled
fir to the fret person he enonuntered, ' ¥Who is coming
tor Live at the Hall?*

A ady of the oame af Teoiplesoas, ! belisve, siv]
raid] his inferenank.

Henchard shought it owsr, ' Lieorla i3 rolated to
Ber, I aoppoas, foe sand ta Jamsell. 4 Wes, I mose por
ber in her proper positinn, wnoubtadly .-

It waa by no mesne wich the oppresaef thak would
vtied Lowve accooipanied the thowght (lae he pagended
the moml necrssity now; it was, indb=ed, with intemest, if
nak warmth, Fia bitcer disappointment et finding Eliza-
Eerila Tawrm 1 by noma of his, pnd haosell & childleas men,
bl L=lt an emgiinnal wid in Henchared that b womn-
primsly crawved ko Rl [n this fmme of mind, thangh
withowas gteeng feslice, he had etrolled uwp the bBlind
oll=r ahd inte Highe Place Hall 1y the posbers ot whicl
Elizabeth had o nzeely encountered hime Ha had
gane on thenca intp the court, med inquirsd of & man
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whom he saw unpacking chine feom o crate, if Misa La
Sucur wra living there,  Mise Le Sueur had been 1ba
nans uader Whicl: Jos bad koown Lueerea—or ¢ Lucette!
s she bl v:allel berself a that 1ime.

The man eeplied in the negative ; that Bliss Teenple
man only bad cotwe Heodwrd weat away, concloching
thot Lucetéa barl not oa yed rettled in,

He waa in this intercared acage of tha inguary wlen
be witostsed Elimleth-Jaoe’s departors the nest oy,
[ heacog er anoounce the oodesss, thers suddenly
bapk posessien of hina the steange thought shat Locena
and Mixs Temp]:-mlh wene oné bl the sume J=r=on,
far he coyld memil that in ber seasom of intimacy with
him the pame of the feh eelicive whom e had desmed
anmewhat 4 mylloes] perooage bad been geen as
Tmplzmm- 'I'Iﬂmg'h ot a fnm.mu-hunlﬂ', the 'FI-|:|5.'55-
taliey that Tacette had been peblioved tobo g lady of
means by fume munifurnt testament on the part of
ikis redative lent p charm 1o her imoge which it might
nit ctberwiee hawa acquircd.  He waa getling on
tawards Me= dead Jevel of ooddle age, when matenal
things increasingly posseas the mind.

Bur Hepchard wea npot It long in auspence,
Lucetta was rather addictsl w0 smbblbing, 29 had Tween
ahown by the toqrent of letters after the fepce in their
Mariags arranpements, abnd haedly bhad Elizsbeth pone
oway, when iWudlier nots @me o the Mayar's boose
from, ﬂ1g;h Floce Elal],

+T am in fesideors! she aaid, ‘and’ comforialils,
thaugh getting here has he=o o wearisome andertaking,
You protably know what I a going o 111 pou, or do
ol nenk b My good Aunl Tempdemans, the baoker's
wuiow, whose very sxistance you ws=d to dowht, moch
e her pfgenee, hes Rktely died, and begquenched
poma of her propesly we e, [ owall aon enter il
dsails exeept to =y that | hawe token ber name—as &
merany af eseRpe from mine, and its sToogs.
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'I av now oy own miskress, apd have chesen s
reside o Casierbeidge—Llo be teaot of High Plas
Hall, shat at kast wou may be pet ta ng weubls iC pou
wish fo aee me.  Bly first intention was to keep yoo
n agtoribes of (e clanges in oy e vil you shogld
mest me in the steset; bt I have thooght beote
oH Ehia,

"You probubly act awire of wy arangement with
your dacghter, and have donbtiess leughed at che
wTat ahnli I calk iel—practical jebe (in all adfection)
of owy E-E[!ing: har en Live with m=  Hog my furat
mesting with ber was parely pnosccident,  Tho youw ses,
‘Michael, parily why I have dont iLi--~wly, tw give you
an excute [of coroing ber= as 3 e vist fer, and s oo
Tarm m':.r:.-r.qu.a.inl.a.nnt nn.1.1.||.-.|.'ll_1_.'. She i3 a dea_-rl E'-"‘"-"‘d
gitl, and she thinks pou bave treated her with ondes
severily, Yoo Hay Beve dooe so an yoor haste, bt
not cleliberatedy, Tam sure  Ax 1he result has been 1o
bring ber o me I am ot diapoesd 10 upbimid yoo.—
i buare, pours always, N LICKETTA"

The egciterwent which thesa annouoo=mes  poo
dyoxl in Hendanl's gloomy soul wos to him most
pleasumble, He gat cwer his diniog-rable long and
dembaly, apd by an almost mslmowal iransher the
scntiments which had mun to waste since his estrmpge-
ment frpm PFdizabeth-Tane and Donald Fanrae gachesod
wvnnd Liscedla before whey had goows doy. She was
plainly jn a wury coming-on chsposition far manrisge,
Hut what elsc oodd & poor woman be wha hed given
her vime and heare o bim 8o thowshllesly, ar thee
farmer tioe, on 1o loss hec oredit by it? Probably
voosciencs 00 fes than afsction had brought her bere
Do the wlwle e d3d not bBlame ke

b artiol little woman | he xaid, :mi]ing {v.'il:h
meformnce to Lwestta’s edroit and plegsant marwewyre
with Cliaabeh Janed,
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To iecl that he would lke to ass Luceiiz was with
Hamwibard o sare for her bouce, He poe on his. e
ancl want. It was between eighl and oene a'clock wheo
he reached her doeor. The anawer Lroopht him owas
that Mgy Templemian was sngazed for Lhae evening;
but that she would ke happy to see him U= naxe alay.

' That'n mcher Timg giving berself airs!” he thaoght.
And eonsadering what wee——'  Bub #fter all, ahe
plainly hoy! not espected bim, and Iy look the refusal
gQuietly, Mewverthelesa he recolyed not to go next day.
'Thtsa cursed wome = there"s not & inch ol sitaight
graan in "mmn ' lee maicd

Lat ws Mmllow the track of Mr. Tienchard™ thooeght
ma it wers 3 eloe line, and vicw (be intedor of High
iface= Hall on thia partaoalar evening.

(i Elizabeth-Tana's arrival she hed tesn phlegmati-
calty asked by an clderly womab 1o go upctaics and ks
aff her thinga. Sl lod replied with great saemestoess
that she =old oot think of Ei'l.'iTLE’ 1hat Imub]q and nn
tha instant divested herself of her bonnet and cloak in
1he farsige  She was ten cooducted we the first dooe
om Che= l.'||:1|.'|.1:1gr and |t to Bad ber wy Furthe=r alon=

The room  diselosed wra prc:ttﬂ:.r furnished 25 R
Bowdoir o swall deawing coobn, and «n B aofs with
twn oplinddm] pillowa rechned & dack-haieed, large-
cwed, preqty woman, of unmistakokly French extraction
ot cuee made of tha other.  She was prokably somoe yeary
cliler than Ebzaleth, and had a sparkling Lbght in her
epe.  In front of the soio wes o smal] table, with & pack
of carda acattered upos i faocs wpwamd,

The artstiacl= fadd Le==n 32 full of shaodanment thag
#he bounded vp Liks 3 spring on beating the door open,

Porceivinr that it wac Elizabeth ale lapamd into
eane, And fame Acnms to her woth & reckless skip that
innrte gracs only pravented from being boistorons,

EWhy, wou are late,” she said, iabing bold of
Elizatweh Jaoe's Laorls.
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1 There were 30 many Litle thangs o put apt

tAand FO BRI deadalive ol Lesd Let moe -y
t anliven pou By some wonderful tricks 1 have leaemt,
kn kill time Soe tbece and doo’t msove”  She gachersd
op the peck of cards, pulled the fable ko froor of her,
and bogen to deal them le’lﬂj‘, tlling Elizabeth to
chooar wme

' Well, havz you chosen B! :Iu: pskecl, Banging down
the laat card

Mot sasmeed Elipabells, stowsing herssll om
B revariae 1] q'uit: I'nrgnt, 1 was thinking of—youo, o
ma— and how strange it 39 that 1 am bers’

Mip Templexan looked v Elizabelh-Tanes with in
terest, ang lnid down the =y “Ahl nerc :tl:l.i:nﬂ,'
ahe srid. T Lie Tepe while yog sit by me; and we'll
Gk

Elimbeth drew up gilenty 19 the beel of the s,
but with obricus plessupe, Tt could be pesn thet in
pizirs the was powiost then ber sosteriainer, while io
manner wod geoemal wision ale semioed tuoee of {be
page  Misa Templeman depesited hersell oo the sola
in ber former Bexpows pagition, sand throwiog ber arm
abérve her lrow—somewhst o the pose of & ‘well
known conseption of Titian's—mlked up at Ebzabeth.
Jare ibveriedly across hae forchead and arm.

11 must tell yod somethung,” the sad, 1T wonder
il 7oy heve yuapeoted it, 1 beve only been mistoesa
of 2 laege howte and fonune a Lidfle =hile,”

TCHY ooly a Lecds wlole Y ouetauesd Elzabeth Tane,
her copanb=ranc= n|.ig'ht|.g Ea].'lin;.

‘Ap g pirl T Jived ebout in garriaon tomne and &las
wleer wilh niy fcker, Gl I wae guoite Qiglty sl oo-
aettl=f. He was an oficer in the ormy. T shoabd ot
have mentigneq this hed I oot thooght it bast yow
should kene the bruth,’

i Y :H.' She bockel _thnugh'l:ﬁ:l]ly rognd the
ream-—at tha littke Fquare pinoo with bouas inkyings,
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at the window-curtaing, s# Lhe lamp, at che dair and
dark Eings end gue=hs oo the ciedzalle, aod finally
at the imwerted faoe af Taucettn Templeman, whase large
Taatrgus gyed had such an cdd cdect wpaide dawm,

EHzabah's eind rin dn aoquirements 1o &o alecit
mockdd degrs Yoo sprak Feanch and  Jialan
fluzotly, mo doubt,” she paid, *I have net been able
to gt beyond & weathed kit of Latin pet!

"Well, B that matter, in my native isle speaking
French deca noe go fer muweh,  Io ie TRther the oiher
way."

* Wheea i3 your netive islef

1t wae with mchet wnoee reluclapo: that Mlisa Temple-
ot ad, ? ferey.  Thers they speak Foowh obn oona
md= af the atreet pmed ]"'.ng'li.;h oo the nth:r, and &
mixed tonpua in the middle of the road, Euat it i
& bohg Hme sibe I was there.  Bath 14 whems myp
pegple really halong te, though my ancestds in Jersey
were A3 pood a5 anybody in England.  They were tha
La Susury, 20 ald family wli Lare dobe gl thines
io their time. I went back angd lived there after my
fmcher'a desth,  But I don™ value such peat magkers,
an] aty quite e Fogllsh peraos in oy feclioges and
LT

Lueeil’s tongue bed for & oement ostrun ber dix
exeelon,  She had amved ab Casterlmidge st 8 Hah
llﬂ;r, ond there wece oldious reasons why J=rer ehoulil
drop out of ber lis, But Elizaboh had tempted tex
to wake fow, wed & delibemlely fcrti=d maolve hed
teen boken.

1t coald not, bowever, have besn beoken in aaber
company. Loceita's words wenl po fucther, and afler
this -1:1.:1.}' sbe wos pp mgch npen ber pn.n:l thar thens
appearerd ne chanece of her ifencficaeinn with the young
Jereey womasl who had be=n Hepthard's desr somrade
At & critical] time Mot the least amuing of her aafs
Euardy wra hor reaclute avoidsmes of & Freneh wored,
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if nne by arcigent came to her tongee mote Teadile
than iz Enghsh equivalens.  Sle slorked il with e
suddenness of the weak Apratle ot the accosation,
Thy meerh b:wm}'cth theel?

Expeetucy sat vigibly upon Lucckta the neet meorts
fgg.  Ghe deessed becelf for Mr, Hendacd, sod rest-
Imsl}r ewaited hin call hefore rn:lri-ﬂ.n.'l.' % e did ot
coma se weited on theoogh I:h-:I.I':ern-:u:-n. But sha
did cwn el Ebzateth diar the pecon 2xpecied wis the
gir]'s :In]'.-‘l'nd}l.:r.'

They sat in edjoining windows of 1he same ropm in
Lucelta™s yrear son= munsion, netting, and lookiag ot
upon the market, which formed an amimate] soEne
Elizsbeth could aee the crgwn of her steplrthers b
sueturg Lhe rest baneeiy, amd was ned dwcare that Doeres
watchad th= kame= obijsce mith yet inleoser integest. He
moved _Rbout amid e throng, Ak this peint lively g5 en
aat-hill; elamehere more repocelul, and broken wp by
stalls aof fruit 2ol vuﬂetthu. The faroers 44 & ke
preferred the open arc@iue for their [mnsacinns,
deapiee ils ibconveniens jostlibgs and the dangee Trem
crossing vebleles, wothe gloomy shusltersd marker buwom
prm-'id.q:d far them- Ilec= I:'hl!'r EI_I.I'E-I:H on this on=ikr
of the weck, farming & little world of kgEings, awitches,
and sample.lags ; men of =stezaive sopade, slopiag
Hie mpwonain 5i-.‘|.-¢5; men whos= heads in w:]'k‘ing
enaped &3 the feees im Movember galea; who in con-
varsing woried therr avurudas such, lecang themaclvea
by apreading their knees, and thrusting their bands
inro the pockesa of remete ioner Jackets  Their foces
rdiated tragmal warouth ) for thosgh when ar bome
thieir cogntenances vared with the semaans, Uwir market-
Luwea all the wear pound were gloming ittle fires.

Al over-clothes bhere mets worn 28 i they were &0
ineaneenisnie, 8 ham penog necesuty. SO Reth Wl
wel-dressed . but (he majoricy were crebess o thac
ropecl, i.ppun'ng in suits which were historionl re
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eordy of their weirer's deerds, sun-acarchings, gnd daily
straErles for pony yoars gast. Yoo ihaey escricd qafled
thu:qu-:ul'.rmks in Lheir ]J-'.l-l:'ki:l: whick qu]:.!a’l ab L
bank lacl by a talance of nover less thon fowe Apires.
In Gct, what fhese gibkoue buman shapes apocinlly
reproscnied was ready money—money insistently ready
a—mnut :|'£arJ.:|.I next p=ac like 3 mobleman's—aften nnt
merely ready pt the bank like n professione] man's, but
perey in theik large pluiog laods.

(1 ]:n.i[.l;.uﬂwd thal te-clay thers rose gn the miclst rl
them ail twp ar three tnll apple-teses standing ag if they
grew on the spoe il it was perceweed bt they wers=
held by or=n from the cidecddistocts who came beee to
st them, bringing the cag of their county on cheir
beata,  Elicaboch-Jane, who lad ofen obserced then,
#id, ¢ I weueder if e same irees come every week £

1%What treeg?' 3273 Lucetia, sksorbed in watching
Tor Flenchard,

Elizaleibh t=pleed] wapguely, for oan incident cherkol
her. Behind one of dhe teess stood Farfras, brickly
diseussing & sample-tag with & Germer. Henclard had
e up, Artdenlally @neoontenng e vowng man,
whase fac= seemed Lo i.r||1|.1i|r|.-1 "It we speak 1o each
ather P’

Slee saw ler :ll:pl.'a.ﬂ:-er Qaruw o Alaoe oo o B
which answererd * Nn!*  LhzabethTane sighed

EArs you raricalatly inteecsled i oapvbedy  oug
there o' said Lucerta,

*(h no,’ sakd ber companion, & quick cxl shroting
avar har face,

Luckily Ferfraca houre was imed-diately covered by
i agrple-Lose.

[ueetta Ineked hard a1 her. ' gite sgee?? clis
snid,

“Ob yes" mid Ebzabe . Tane=,

Again Luyoette lpcked cut. ' They zre ol Brmer,
[ suppoee #° ghe aaid.
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*Ho. Theee's Mr. Rulps—he's = wing marchant ;
there's Bemjamin Brewhlet —= 4 horse dealsr ; and
Kiwan, the pig beeeder ; aod Yopper, the suctinnesr;
besides maltaters, and millers—and 5o on”  Farfraa
sbocd out gQuite  distinctly pow, but abe did o
e Doy

The Gaturday afternoon dipped on thys desullorily,
The markst chingsd from the sample-ahowing hour to
Lthe idle bowc bBelore :I.a.l.'l.ing hl'.'ll'll&*:l.rd'_'h wlwo Lalex
wrre =i He=orhard hod st mil=d oo Iuce=tia,
thowgh he had #locd 50 near,. Ho must heve besn
tod buey, ahas wughl,. He woold comes on Senday
or Mancay.

The deys cames, tat nok the visiter, though Lucctin
ropeated her dessulop worh aeropubous e, She was
dish=rtered. 1t may af anc= be declared] thet Loceits
o lenger bors towards Heochard all thet »wm slie-
panee which hed charmcieried her tb their Aot ac-
qun.mln.nl.'zj Lt then vnfurdunafe issoe of t]l.'i:ng: harl
chilked pum bove ronsiceeahly.  Jegt there Temsined
cohstianieus wish to being abomt ler wikion woh bim,
now Ut there was |:||:|I:|!1i|r.||.|; to hinder it l'i:ﬁ]'Ll: her
pl:ur,i:Lnn—'lrhil:h in itself mas o 'h.lp-pinmu 4] A.ig'h Ior.
With merouig aocial rssons on her eide why cher
marmiaye shoold wke place, thees lad =] w be any
wordly rrason oo his why it thanld he pratponed,
since ghs had suosecded to fartune,

Twesday way 1l goat Caodlenes Bic At brea ki
ghe goid ta I".Jiu'h-'el:h-']'m quite ronlly: 1] imagine
vour @ther may @l 19 eee you to-dap, I auppese
he sugdy close By in e iorkel place, with the rest of
the corpdenlers ¢!

Sha pleok her head.  © He won't come.”

Wyt

*He bas taken against me che gid n & hesky
WO,

FiWouw have guarbelled ke deeply than I know oll'
t1:11
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Elizabedh, wiching W shizld the mard she belimmd
t3 b bar fecner rom any chacge of oroatueal dialike,
227 4 Went

*Then whete you aee 15, of oll plaoes, the one he
will avaid ¢

Elizabeth nodded sadiy.

Luceita looked Blank, twitched up her lovely epe-
Lrcows and bp, aod burst ineo byawmdcal soba,  Herc
w4 % fisaster—hber ingeniows scheme complee=ly stol-
1ifid |

1 0b, wy dear Blisa Tenplesidn— wlae's Lbe aanler @'
erizd her comparnion.

£1 like your company much| ' £aid Lucstte, 8a soon
iz she oiodd 4=k

'Yk, per—and an dn T gours 1! Elizabeth ehimed
in wrochingly,

T Hutomliit et She ool oot Anish the s=ntencs,
which w=#c, nedutally, that i Heachgrd had sach e
Iooiead dislike e ohn giel 23 how aesmed bo be che
sz, ESzaleth.Jane would Lave to be got od of —a
dizapresahle necegsity,

A provisisnal pesauree sugpested gelf, * Misg Hen
d'ﬂ.ﬂ.'l—'i." you Fo Ln an H'B.ﬂlil. !I'|:||.' mEe A% ®EITE
s beexkfast i5 ower P—Ah, thet's very geed of yoo
Wil you go and opdar——' Heee aha chumerared
t=veral commissiona &t soodry shops, which wowld
oocepy Elizabeth™® time for the nemt hont or twn, et
leam

1 And have yru ever seen the Muoseoin '

Elizabeth-Tane had not.

‘Then you sleuld de 3o at sno: You can Bocsly
the mesning by gring thers, It ix 2o ©ld hooss o o
back strest—I forget where—bat you'll find oul—end
thers Bre crowds of intemesting thinge- tkeletand, Lesth,
Gld poty and pans, ancent boas and, shees, Hicds' meEs
=—all charmingly instuctive,  Youll ba sure o stay Lill
¥ou get quite boogrye”

o T8g
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Elizal=th hasely pot un le=c tlongs and Jdeparted
*1 wnnder xhy she wanis to get rid nf me toeday 7 she
faid porrowlally, as she ment,  That her abseooe, acher
than ler services wr ostewction, was io ey et lad
been readily apparent W Elizabeth-Jane, simpls as she
sernmead, and dificuls a6 ic wap to atiribwe & coovive for
the desine.

Bhe had oot heen gone Lzn minotes when gne af
Luccita’s aervantd was 3enf 0 Honchard’s with 1 nouwe.
Tl ant=nts were Loefy :—

'DEAR MLHAEL—T 0w Rill b= standing close to my
Loese to-day for gwnr ur Ltheee oo n the course of
Page husin=a, sn dn plr.tnr. rall and 2m= me= | am
sadly dicappointed fthat vou have not come before, fot
wan I help ansicry about my wwn squoesal relton e
gonL F—asperially naw my aunts fortune has bmoght
me meope peeanipendly bedore peciesy 7 Your daughter's
presmnce |ee: moar be the sawse al poor mwegled; and
L heve therefore sent her away For the morming.  Say
you come on basinese—]1 chall be quite alone.

"Lucerra’

Wheo the messenger meturmed her mostrmas gare
dirertions that if o gentleman @lled be wog tp be
adejeesd ax once, and sat down to awsit resulis,

Eentmentally she ddid not much e o se= him—
hie delays had wearied her; but it wos necsisary; and
with a sigh che Armnged hessell picturesquely in the
chair; bt this may, o that ; nest s Cthat the ligh
fell oves her headd. Hest ahe Hong hersel on the conch
i the eyme-rocad curee which &0 bocaews hoae, and, wath
her amm wret leer brow, Tooked wwarls 1he Seor.  Thas,
she derided, was the best pasition efer al; and thos
abue remained till & men’s step was heard on the ctaite
Wherrupon Ll forgetung her curee {fur Natumw
"R Lo steol g foe A as yet], jumped up, Aod ma end

13
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hil berxelf behind ope of the window-outuns o i
frepk of timedity, In apare af the waning of possion
Ehe sitwiliio way an agidaling one=——she lad oot secn
Henchary yince his (suppssed) tempomry parting from
berin Jorey,

Sha vould Jkar (he seevant showiog Che Vatitog,inbo
the roam, shotting the door upen him, and lavmg as
{1 go mnd ook for het misteesa,  Lueetts fluny back
the curtain with 2 necveus greetiog. Too men bedora
hét wax ool Hepchard,



XAINX

A I::{::IHIEIE'.'TURE that hee wisitor might b= aoma
other person bed, indesd, Geabed througl Loceta's
miod whett she was ob {le past of buoting out; hut
it way just oo late to renede

He wap years younger than the Maver of Casper
b= ; faar, feealy and slendeely handsome He wore
gented clotk: l=ggings with white buttons, pelished boots
with infinite lace holes, hight cerd beeechos under & black
velveleen coat atd waistevat | and i had a salver-topped
amjiich in lis homd. Lugeta blushed, and gaid with
a curious micure of poat gend laugh on hee Bee—e Ohby,
I've made & mestake !

The wisitar, oo the contmey, did not EBaugh heIE »
wrinkle,

+But I'm vefy lﬂl.'.l‘jt' he sid, in depru:nﬁng' Ionex.
I mme god 1 inquirer] for Mise Henchard, and they
abowed ma up beers, &nd 0 no case would T have
coght y& 30 uncnabnasly £ T had knuwnf

*I wws the wnmaonerly ope,' said she

EBut ip it that I have come to the wrong Binoe
podom ' seid Mr. Fadree, blinkiog & Lede in hiy
bewikderment end nerransly tapping Bie legging with
hia wwitch,

i 0k on, !ir,—ui.t dowo. Yoo moost come apd ot
dowe now pou are Beee” replisd Lacetts kindly, iz
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piliere his embartadament, O AMis Hepshard will b
ber= ﬂil‘bﬁﬂr.'

Hew this =z nob stoicely frue; but that someching
about the young fewn—thes hypeorboran crisposas,
lLr'm|.|:v=n|:_r, and l:'l'nn.:.'.|::|r ds of 3 well . brac=d mosical
instrument, which had awakened the interest of Hen-
chard, and of Elisbeth- Jans, mod of the
Manpers' pwial ceew, at zight, oeds by woespected
presence here zttmctive b Loceita He  hesitoied,
laoked mt the cheir, thogght there s nio danger in it
[though thers was), and sat down,

Fardmme'a twlden =ntcy =as simpdy the r=sule nf
Henchard's permissios o him to see Elizabeth, il he
wreee minded fo woo her. A first e bed taken e
potice of Henchard's brsgue leier; bun an exceplion-
ally fortutute tusiness tanmctwn pot bim oo goad
terma with grerphordy, and revealrd tp him that he eeuld
undeniably mamy if he those, Then who a0 plsung,
thofly, and matotficony o svery way a4 Elizal=tl. Jan=?
Apart fom ker perscmal recommendatians, a meoon-
Gilintion with his formes friend Henchard wogld, in the
natural cowee of things, 80w from such 2 uoken. He
thersnre fowgave the Mayor his curtnemas and this
morning on hiz wAy to the feir b= had cil=d at her
house, where be kant that she was stoyipg st Mias
Templetung's. A ligtle stimlated at oot Ooding her
ready and waitipg—ao GRnciful are owen l—he masiensd
on to Hiph Plues Hall, o etmonier no Ebzabesh, byt
ite miateess hersel .

"Tlea fuir bouclay seems a large one,' she zaid, when,
by a nztural deviation, their eves panght the busy poone
withzut, 4 Vowr numerows Dirs and oarketa Leep me
inteecsted,  How wany things [ duak of wlabe T wanch
ltab beee= 1"

He seemed io dowbt how to snamer, and the
batdle without roached them s (they s =wodced &9
of mavelets on a lopping sea, ¢me grer and anco

akg
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bsing sbovn the st Do yog look out ofien?' be
asked.

¥ exn—very oft=n.”

1 Tao you Took for pev one you koo ¢

Why #lwuld che have apswered a4 she dul?d

¢ lock ax at a gactore merely. Bou' she went on,
tarning plepsantly ta him, *1 may do 5o now—] may
look for woie Wou are always thepe, afe yod bot? Ah
— 1 doo't memao ot seriausly | But it is amusing e lonk
for pomaerdy one knows in A crewd, even il one doea
ot want him, Tt talcs ol che wernble opprestanenras
nf heang surmiond=d by a throng, and having no paind
of junctinn with jt through a single individual.

tay| Mayvhe you'll be very looely, ma'am *"

* MNolody knirws how bonely.'

® Byt you are Tich, they say

“IF %2, I don® know how to enjor my neless. 1 ume
to {asterbrdg= Lhioking © sbooll Lke ta live heree Bt
1 wonder if 1 shall?

¢ Where did e come from, ra'am #?

+The neiplsbenttbioed of Batht

©And I from mear Edinbnes”,' e mormured. =Lt
Letier to stay at home, and thac®s true ) bt & ban oose
live wheet his ey is made  IE (s a great pity, Butit's
glwars a? Vet 've done very well this year,  Oh yes,
ha went on =ich ingenuous enthusiasm, ' Yoo see thar
man mlh the drab ketseynoere ot [ hooght Jargely
of him in 1he autumn when wheat was do=n, Al then
aferwards mhen it rese a liffle T sold off all I had | L
brooglht only & small profe 1 me; while the fmers
T=pt theirs, =specling high=r !I"iEurm—:llca, though the
rala were grawing the ricks hollow,  Just when 1 scdd
the waarkeis gene lower, and I Loughe op the corn of
thowe who had Been |:||J||:|.1|1p; bark at Jesa Pl'iﬂt {han Yy
firat purchases And then' cried Fardito impetoooaly,
hia face alight, 'I 4abd it & fewm weeks after, when it
happened to g5 wp ogain!  And o, by contenting

 1=13
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mysel” with amall prodits feaquenily repeated, I oanom
taade five Jaundred pownds— wos V' —benging down iz
baocl upan the mble, and quite frgetling whers be was)
—=while the mtheea Ly keeping theirs in band made
oothing: b ol !*

Loc=tta refarded bim with & critic] inter=at.  He
A3 QuUikte & new IFpe of pereom to Bee AL lnsk hia sye
Eell upon the lady's and cheir plasces met.

LAY, now, I'm wearpiog, you!' be exclainged,

She gaid, * Mo, indeed,” coburing & shade -

Fiihat chen i ’

ACiLr otherwise,. Yoo are meat interesting.”

It wan pow Farfrae who ghowed 1he modest pank.

'] mean abl pou Sootchown,' she added in hasey
eorection, 'S0 fres frgm Southern extremes. Wa
common pecpls ave all one wRy or the cihec—mwarm or
toll, pasviooae o frighl. Yoo have bach beopec bubes
EHMOE 06 in Fou at the samoe timet

tBut bow do you mesn that? Ve weea bect o
explun ¢l=tdy, ma'swm.”

' Yoy arg animated—then yno are thinking of griting
o, You are emd the noxt mn‘[l]t::l‘l‘t—lhlin Yo arp
I.'h.in.'l:ing af Seetlomd apd freesds" .

*¥es, ] thiok of kome sometimen! ! he gaid sioply,

"So0 do I—as far 2a I can. Bt it wee an old
hoose wlets T was barn, and chey pulled ot down Ber
:ilIIFII_'ﬂ"I'n.‘:TnE.‘I'H:E. a0 ] sz=m hardly Lo have any hame b
think of now"

Loceta did nor wbd, as she might have done, that
the hogse was in 56, ¥lelier, and nat in Haih,

*Hut tha meuntsing, and o micte and e pocks,
ibey are therel  Aod on't they seson Lbe bome #'

She shook her head,

"Thiy do o me—chey do0 te ! hea Eilcoswesd
And his mind cunld be seen Byng awzy northwards.
Whether its origin were nasiorel o1 personal, it wes
quite true what Luceta Jad ssid, thon che cubous

:Igt
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double stoands in Fadme's tlaead of bife the come
merin] and EOe rarmanbic—were vary disbnct st {imes,
Like the eodlcum in 4 warcgated comd thoese contrases
cruld T seen invenvwasied, per bok onglog.

Vom ars wislaog pou mwers bock appin” mid she

*Ah, g, matam,’ sxid Fadms, suddenly recalling
LuenselE,

The Gair wibhout the windows ms bow mgng thick
pnd Inud. It was the chiel |.'|i.ri.r.||:; fair of the year, and
differed quite from the matket of a few days catlicr,
1n subscanee it was & whitew-brown cromwd Hecked wish
white—(kia  being the body of bBbourers waiting far
places.  The long boppety of the women, like weggen-
nilts, their cotton gowna and checked shawla, mied =itk
U= cartera’ smockiooch s foe they, v, ettered inle Lthe
hicing. Amnng the rest, af th= carme=r of the parement,
" mood an old shepherd, who altmcted the opes o
Lol and Favlracby hoa cullneess,  He was evideetly
R {lln:'.en:d man. The luill= of life lad bermn a !JI.:LITI'
one with him, for, to 1'|-=Ei|n with, be wax 2 man nf small
frane.  He wha now g bowed by hard work and woses
that, appracliog foomne bebind, 2 peraon could hardly
gee his befil He had plaoted 1w siem of his ook
in Lthe gurlar, and was eeung bpon the bomw, wlack wis
polished to glver brightness by the long fdcton of his
handa, 17e had r{ui.l.e Inrgnit-:n where he w2f, &0d
what he hed come for, hisg epca being beot oo che
gru;m;nd_. A Tittle way noff rb:gnti.;tinnn wers pracerding
which hed reference t9 him; kot he did nat heag them,
wof there seesbed to Be podsing thooogls Bis veind

pPleasant visipns of the hiring suncesses of Lis prime,
when his s%ill kid opea te him any form far the asking.

The nepediscions were beewern a farmoer fom 2
tlistant counly and the ol mun's 3an.  In Lbese theps
was a Qiffcolty.  The Barmer would nogt take che crust
withous the coumb of the barpzin, in other words, cthe
old mah withadr 12 youbtper! aod che samn lad a
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ewecaeart oo his present BRem, e sbood by, walilog
the 1aane with pale Lipa.

'I'mosarry b Teave ve, Nelly' said the young man
with emlion,  * Dat, yeu e, I ean't stacve fatber, sl
be's oul o wark a0 Lady-day.  'Tia caly sevenly mile

The g'i:r]': lijaz quiunﬂcl. 'ﬁ-e-ntr'.t? mile|l' Ehe
murmured. *"Ah | tia enongh b 1 shell never smn Teg
agaah ' T was, indeed, 8 hopeless lenedh of vachon
fur Dan Caupd™ magoet; for paung men wers yaang
wren &k Castethridpe 85 elsewhere,

"Oh ot no—e] never shall!' abie doscsled, wheo 12
preszer] her hand ; and she tumed her face ta 1.oreta's
walt 10 hide her wepping.  The farmar spid he woucld
give the ypoung maw balCanhour for lud asswer, aecd
went anzy, l=amog the proop sooewing.

Lugetia’s oypes, full of dezrs, met Fapfrac’s. Hie,
eowy, 1o Ber aurpeise, wore moise at the aceno.

It i3 very hacd!' she saad welb amng Eeer.l'ings.
"Lovers ought mot 1o be parted e that| Oh, 5 I
hed my wish, I'd ket peopke lLive and dowve at tbew
pl=secs |

'Ir!.::."h-: I canm mannge that I:hl-.-:|."l'l o e pan-:-d.'
#21d Fardrac, 'T wam a young carter; and pichaps
Tl ke the old man loo—yes; he'l not be wecy
ﬂ.'p:m.'ir:, and dnohtess b= will apswer ma puirTFu:.s.u
gomehow,”

SO, ven aoy a0 good | sbe coed, delightecl  fip
ind tell the=rm, and let me= krnw il wag hpve BLc-
ceapded |

Fardfram went aut, and e v him apmk o the
gruage.  The eves of ali boghtzoed; che hargain was
soon Btruck,  Fardrae refuened to her iamediaesly i
wat cotcdiiied

<Lt is kiod-hearted of yow, indesd,' weid Luosiia,
For my part, [ have resolved chat all my webants
ghall have hwers if they want them[ Dhe rple the
ma e resslre |
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Farfrac looked mors serious, »2ving hie head a holf
turn,  “T muosl be 4 Lede atricler thin thal,' e aakd.

a ]Ir"h:f-? r

*You ere a—a thriving woman; and I am R strag-
El:ing 1“]"45!’143!3!.11. neerchant.

*I am & very amhitigus woman.”

*Ab, welt, 1 cannet explain, T don™t Inewr how to
wlk to ladie, deotatiows Go ol ) aed that's troe)' said
Tonald with grave regret '] top o be awvil w
Folk—no mare ™!

] sps pou are s pow eay,' replicd ahe, eensibly
getting the wpper hand o these exehonges of ebn.
ment,  Under thie revelation of insight Farfme= ogain
haokad oo of The mindow 0o e thick of 1he fur.

T'wo larmers et andd shook hands, and beng quats
ncar the window their remerks opuld be heard os
otbiers' had s,

*Have vou s==o ypeung Mr. Farfre dus moring 2°
wked one. *He prdmised to meet me here ab the
gteake of fwelve; bet I've gons athwart ard phous
the fair halfla-dozeo Lowes, and o=ver & ai.gn of tane
though he's moctly g mon (o his woed.”

s T quase Borgea the cogagsment,” memmuare] Ferdme

' Mow ypou oiadl e sund slee ;' ddast podl nog P!

£Yes,' he replied.  Iut he still cemained.

“You had betoer pey' she grged.  You will Tose &
castocme=c.'

£ Now, Miss Tempdeman, you will make 108 anger,
exclainied Farlrac,

+*Tleo supposé you don't go; but siay a4 liede
longer?!

He leoked anxiously at the Barmer wha was se=king
him, asnd who |wsl then ominoecly =alked Acrcss 1o
where Henchord wax sta:l.rl'ing, aml Be louked i the
eoom And gt her, ' T bike siayipg; tut Fiear | mose
gol! e said, " Busipess ought ot 0 be meglecisd,
nughl: '||; !

1T}
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‘ Net for 2 single munote !

‘Ies e, . PR come ametber time—il I mar,
maam '

‘Ccrl'.a.inl:r,' she zaid 1 'What hax hnpmd ton 11
te-day Ja wory cumeus”

‘ Semectung 00 thank over when we ack alone, it's
likee 10 be '

‘O, 1 don't kmow that, 1t i commonplace adeer
all’

Mo, 1L nrt aoy thet, Ok ng!'!

 Well, whatewer it baa been, it ia now ower; snd
the marker calls yr ta be poaet

“l"u, e, Morket—husin=xa1 1 wxh (hece wees
o Buasiness in 1he wrrehd,’

Luceits almost laughed — she would quite law
laoghed «— but that thers was a Jittle emotion going
in her @t the tme * Hew wow changel' she seid
1 ¥ouw should mot change Like 1hia!

11 hare oever wished such things before, said the
Scotchman, with a fimple, shamed, ppelogatic ook for
lia weaknesa, ‘T8 ia omly einee comtng hers, aod
sesing Fru |

"IN that's the cose, rou had better nob ook 81 me
aiy lonper,  Dhear eae, I Focl T hawe quite dormeralbized

| k

"Fgt loeot or look not, 1 wl see yog in my
thaughea, Well, I'l go—thank you for the pleaciea
al this waxiL'

* Thank youa for staying.

E Maybe T'I pel tnee my iacket-mind when I™ve hean
oot a few minoi=s,' b muooored, Y But I den't knew
—i don™ kngw |7

Ag Yo wepe she oeid sagerly, * Voo may hear Bhem
apeak of me in Castechrisdge 2% Ume foes on. I they
tell vou I'm @& coquette, which some qay, becagse al
the iscideots of may Lile, don't believe 3, for I ae oot”

11 swear T will pak 1" be sad farvidly,

t3=14
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Thos eha ewo, She had enkandled 1be prung man®s
enthosizzm 6l be w2 ¢uite hrimming with sentiment ;
while he, from merely afording her 2 new forw of
idlbress, bad gone cn Lo wake her senoos soliotmde
Why wan Lhix ¢  They cnoldl nar hawe told

Luzettn as a paung girl would haedly Tavs Jooked
A1 2 wddeswnan.  Bor ber ops and Jowos, appel by
her ndiscostiona wath Henchaed, had mpde her un-
critical A4 do sation-  In hee powerey sho had mct
wilh heprlee from tha awmety Lo whieh she bad bee
lorpecd, and she had mo great zest for renewing an
aimrept wpon it now. TIer Reart longed for some ark
into wloch it could By and ke ae rest. Beugh or smoath
tbhe dicl oot czc=, =o heng as st was warm.

Farfras weos shawn cut, it having entircly escaped
hien 11wt ha had called o qes Elizateth.  Locella =t
the window walched tum I!h:ran.l:ImE the maze al farm=m
andd arme=s” men. She cownld eee by hia pait thac he
w15 conscizus of her owes, and ber bedre went oor
to Baow for Jus cnodesiy—pdeuled witl her sense of hia
unbtness that 5= mighl: Y plloweadl to come .]E.I.iTI.,
He entezed the metkechowse, abd sha could s him
gk ICoLe.

Thres minetes later, when she had, left the wingow,
knocks, not ef mehivade but of erecnglh, aounded
throwgh Lhe hense, aod the wdibing neud lopped op-

T he Mlapor,” she xaard.

Luacesia had peclined  herscll, and  wma looking
dreanmily Lheouph her fagers, She did not answer aL
onca, 20d the mad repeats) the indnometion wich the
addition, * And he's pfraid be hasn®t mueh time to apare,
he mays

1R Ihen 1=l bim that gy | hare 2 headoche ]
won't delzin bim to-dap,

The message was lahen dows, and she heard the
oty e,

logostta bagd eeme to Castesboidge to quickens Hen-
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chard’ feelings with regaed to her,  She had guickened

'rh:m.| and mwwr she was endiferent to the achiewsment.

ITer moming view af Jizateth-Tape a5 g disiurking
elemont cheanged, aud she ne heoeee et stongly tha
neressity of getting nid of the yisl foc hec a=plafiec's
aake, When the younp woman came in, sweetly un-
vohsoadd of o luen jo tha tide, Lucetts menb wp to
ber, end said quite sincersly—

‘T'm 3o plad you've come.  Yoo'll live with me =
labg vbee, won's you '

Ebrnteth 2 o watch-ing to keep her father of—
what & new ides. Yt it waa not unpkmsing.  Flen-
clard bad nmeplected Ber all dese days, alter compro-
m.'l.!.ing' her :indul:r.il_u.h]:,r in the put The b= Le
could hawe done when be ound himself free, and her-
aall afflpend, woukd have beeo 1o cetpond beartily and
P'r'nm]:rrlr to her inviiobagn.

Her emotions roae, bell, wndulated, filled her with wild
aurenaase gt ther aoddennest; and 40 pawsed Lisoesla's
experigneey of that dey.
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FPoor Etizateth Tane, liets thioking what her mallg-
nant star bad doas 1o blast the budding arrentions sl
had won from Donald Fadoos, was gl 1o bear Locedta'y
words about remaining.

For at addilion o Luccdia’s house being o home,
that mkiog view of the oarkes place »luch it aBonded
had a» myech sitmcuno for her on o Taacnta, The
carrefowr WAR Like The cegulation Opocn Ploa in spec.
larulay dramay, where tho dhcodents that secor always
hagwen to bear on the lives of the adjoining resicdents,
Faroers, merchanis, coinmen, quacks, hawkera, Bp-
pesed theera (Fomn wock 10 wotk, wnd disappecared as the
afternocn woaied amay. I was the oode of all orhies,

From Saturdar o Batueday was o ffom day (o day
with tha two young momen new. In an smwobional
sense Py did oot Lw= at all dunog the intenmly,
Whersver they might o wandering on other deys; on
marked-day chey mepe gues bo be at home.  Boah slole
sly gluoces vur of the window at Fadfrue's sbould=rs and
poll.  His f@ce they seldom sow, Gor, either through
ghymesa, @7 not be dissurt his mercantile wecd, be
avoaded Looking lowards Lheie quact=r.

Thua rJ.'|i.r.||.;:| went on, ull = c=rtain mu'l-c-:t-mn:.ming
brogght & pew cenzmiion,  Elitabeth and Luceita wen:
Eling at breakfast when 8 panoel coniniog v Ao
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armived for the lalier from Loodoan,  She mled Elizas
eth From haer hrﬂkﬁ:.n, and =11|I:-=ri|:|g her Eirnd’s bed-
ooy Ebzateh cawr the gowns spresd oul on ohe bed,
one iof a de=p cherry enbowe, tha olbher Lghter—a glove
Tang at (he ond of sach sle=ve, & Lonnet gt the top
el #arh peck, and parssels sczasa the gloves, Lucctta
standing hemide the soggesced buman fzure io ao zen.
tiede o cpptemplation.

*T wounldn't think a0 hard about i4,' sa3d Elizabeth,
marking the jateosity wath whicly Liscesta wus aliecnating
the question whether this oc that would, suit besL

‘But settling upan new clothes iv e trydng,” said
Tooetba,  “Yoo are dal persoan’ [peenting W doe of
the mnngn:m:nu], ipr FouL are rhal I:|:|r.u.'||]r cafferent
person  (pointing €0 dhe other), 'for the whole of the
cooung spnng - atd Ghe of (he breo, you duo'l kaoow
whirh, mey 1um qut b be very nhjectionahbls !

It was firally decided e Miss Templeman that she
wunld be the chertyroltazed poraon 31 4l hizands. The
dresy was prenouncesl e be & fit, and Locetts walkesl
with it imio the feont reom, BHizobeth Fallosing har,

‘The morwing mas exnotptienally bright far tha tims of
year.  [he =son fell 30 a1 on e houss and paw=ment
opposite Locetta's residance that Lhey pagsed their bright-
ness ipde her roome. Buddenly, after & rumbdiog of
whesls, thers ware added 1o thix sleady laight a fantastic
gerien of I;in:'lins irrliatinns opan the criling, apd 1he
companionl furoed to the window,  Tmmedicoedy oppo-
pile & valuicle of aceange descripnion Jad conse 1w a saod
wtil], s if it hacd been pleced thers Bor exhibition.

It mps the mow-fashipned pgricaltara] imploment
called & luvese-Aell, til deen wnkisewn, o itz oodemn
shape, jn this jmrt of the country, wheee the venemble
setl-lip wan still used for powing 25 in the daya of the
Heptawhy, Ira groval crcared abowt 28 mih sensa-
lioo in the com-macket 39 & Bying machioe woeld
creale at Charing Cross.  The Barmers crowded round
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it, women drew near it, chubdren crapt undsr and into
it. The machibe wxe painted io bright bues of gh=en,
vellow, 2nd r=d; amd o Pesnibed as a whol= a com-
Prund gf hproet, ETE![‘IEFIFIH. and abrimp, megnificd
epormausly,  Or it mwight hawe bron bikened w an wp-
nghl bz tostowimenl with the fooet gone.  That was
how it gtruck Tawetta. + Why, it is o sort of agricoltoml
Fine,' ahe said,

It s eometling o Ao wath com,' 3wl Elizmbeth

* I wan:ler whn l.'Ilq:l-ughI'. of jntmducing it hergf '

Ternald Farfraz was in the minds of beth as the in-
cenator, for Lhocel oor & favwer he was elosely beagoed
with I'.l.rm:lng opemtions.  A=nd as if in response 1o
their thoughe he fame ap atb et momens, beoked ac
L tnamchunes, walkmd roond v abd haodied 4 as if e
ke 5n|:|1|:lhi:r|.5 alxwut My make. The two wafchecs
kad inwardly stared &t his coming, and Elizabeth Jedt
the window, weot to the back of tha eoom, and s2oud
na if ehsarbed 1n the panelbog of the walt.  Xhe harlly
knew that che hed dene this W Locatta, animeted by
bl conjuoction of her new atciec wich (e ziglt of
Farfme, spoke out: 4 Let us go aod look ar the iostru-
ment, ¥haktever it st

Elzalels-Tane's baneer and shawl were pitehborbed
o in 2 moment, apd ey went ool Ameng el the
Agriculsurists rathering egnnd, the ooly apprpriate
peissessnd of (he new machine ascmed to ke Locsdia,
bheause she alore nvaled i lo oour.

They cammined i cucnusly ; abserving the mws of
trumnper-slaped Lo one within the ocher, the Lietle
scoops, bike revelvang alispoons, wloch wssed the
esd into the npper enda of the tobes dhat conducted
it to who proond ; ull somebody gaid, ' Good moming,
Ehzaleth. Jane! She Jooked wp, and there way har
Etl:piil]'tn:.r.

Hia groeting had been somewhat dry and theoderows,
and E].i:alml‘]:-]'i.nu, embactacsed ut of her -E|.:||.1.|.|.r.:i.|::|.i.l.}'t
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stammered gt mpdom, *Thie i the lady 1 1ove with,
Biber—Miza Temphemap."

Henchapd put hux ban:l tg hisx hat, whuch be "_'-!I'l‘.'ll.l._gi'l.t
down with R great wave ikl i met his bedy at tia
kbes,  Miga Temploasn bowedl I am beppr to
become aviquainted with you, Mr. Heochard,” she caid,
""This if & CuFinIs machine'

‘W3, Hewchard replicd ; and he proceeded to e
plain it, aod sl oerre fooabdy w odieole 10,

1 % hg hrﬂught it here 7' said T.ereita.

'O, den't ask me, mR™am | * faid Henchatd, = The
thimg—why 'us isipaagible it shoold acr "Twad Drought
hers by one of cur machinists on the Treammendaton
of & jumped-up jackanapes of & feilow whi thinks !
His eye cabght Elizabeeh-Tane's oplarig face, and ho
stopped, probably thioking that the suit wmight be pros
EIe3Ring. ’

He tocoed to go away. Tieo somelung secosd
g occuc which bis liepda.u;:htu lanciecl must I'E.'lﬂ:r L
& hallucinagion of hers. A muermur apprycatly came
froen Henchard's lips in wheeh she derccied the woeds,
Yoy refused o osee o=l eprachiolly addessed 1o
Lucetta. Ehe coold not beliews that they had besn
utrered by ber aseplather, unleas, indeed, they might bave
been spoken to ooe of e pellow-gaileosd Baooers oeat
them, Yet luoreita seemed silsnt; end 1hen al th-:ughr.
of tha ircidene wac dicsipaced by fhe homming of a
iy, whuch suunded ay thawgl foean e Leterior of (he
machine  Henghard hadd Ty this tme vaoisbed ine the
market-hionae, snd Both the women glanesd tewards the
eogi-elnll, Tley eould ssoe bedund bc dhe beul ek of 2
bun who was poshing has head aota the int=mal wiorks 1w
tpasker thaiz Bimple seorers. The hummed songwent un—

! Tw—s an & 3—m—r altemm—n,
A wap ba—yw i #—n w—nt d—o,
Wien Kiby wi' 2 bruw o—w g—wm
C—pog 0w At 1be h—ILy b0 Cowrke!
a 2o
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Klisabeth-Fane had appeehended the sieger in w
muomeny, atal lTonked guilty of she did ooe know what.
Lucctks nest rocogoized bim, and more mistress of
lieesalf caid archly, © The Lass of Gowne " (oo de
inude ©f 2 se=d.dnll—what a ple=nomerwn | ?

Safished pt lase wich his investigation, the poung
bdn kol uprighs, asd oedt thesr eyes acooss Cee
5|.1rr'.r.|1'||:.

'We are looking At the mondeefu]l new dril,' Mise
Teeipleman shid,  * But practcally ic v awiepid thiog
—n it it PP she addbcL_, on the :.1.11:ngt|.1 of 1lenchard's
information.

cSupid? O bal' said Fadmee govely. 4 1t wall
rmvplutioneze =RIng he=ratbaur 1 o mpTE FoWEr
finging their eped sbowt beoadeast, s0 thet esme Gl
by (he wayside sad Sone among thaens, emd all that
Each zrin will go atmight o its intended place, and
nowhers £3se whateyver |’

EThen tha romsaece of the aower i gone for gowsl,’
phserved Ebzabetn-Jane, whe fzlt hersedE st gne with
Farfrac in Eible-reading at leass. ' Hr dhat okacevesh
thea wikd chall nos eow™ 4o the Preacher said; boe
his wortls will nek be o the print ooy mome Elow
things chang= 1"

cAv; ar. . It st Le 3ol Donahd admive=d,
hin gaze firing its=lf om a blank poant Gr eway.  © Bt
the mechiner are plecady werr comman o the East
end Marih of Ebplaid,” be added apobogetmsably

Lorela mseme) to be mther cutyide this tmip of
p=ntiment, bey acqueringance with the Seriptores being
pomewhat maeed, ¢ Ta che maelang pours @' sl asked
o Farfras.

Ok pe, madam,” sAid he beoomilng embarragacd
o dhebrrmniial &f 11w wued af her ymos, ﬂmgh mLh
Jikizateth-Tane he was quite at his pase ' Mo, mo—I
mercly pecommieneded that it shoald e gott

io the silepcs which followed Fadme appeared ooly
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conacingg of ler; to have passed from pecception of
Elizabeih inte & Lrighter pphres of exiclence than she
wppectained o, Luectts, dizecening thee he wee much
mized that day, partly in s owrcnlik mesd and
parily in Lia romentic one, sail gaily t him—

Well, don's forsake ihe machine for us” and went
ndoom with her mmfuni.ﬂ-u'l.

‘The latter feit that she had been in the way, thaugh
why waa wmmccountable o hier,  Lucctsa cxpleined tho
oatter somewhal by sapng, when ey were again ko
the sikti ng-ream—

'T had occasion to speak to M Farfee the other
day, uod 20 I knew lup Lhis moraiaeg.!

Lucetta was wery kind towardls Elimbeth that d.a:r
Together they eaw the market thicken, Ad in course
g tom U away wath the slow decline of the sun
towards the uwpper eod of the tuwn, it @y toking
the cteeet cndways pnd enfileding che long thorough-
fare fromw btop 1o bewtorm, The gige and vana cbss
oppeared one by goe bl there was not 2 wehicle in
the sireet,  The time of the riding world wse over
i pedetian waedd held ewsy, Facld labeacers and
ther wives and chidreo trouped in frem the villages
tor theie weckly shopping, and inslend of § mattbe of
whesls and & wvanp of homes roking the sowund as molier,
there woa nowhing buot the slufe of oo Geed. AN
the implemenis were pone; ol the farmers; all the
ol elogs.  The charseter of the towo's tacding
bud changed from bulk 0 oulbplicty, and pepes
rorc bandlesd oow s pounds had been hendled sarckiss
in the day.

Locatta pnd Flimbeth booked out ypon this, for
thouph it waa night, and the sircer lanspa were lighoed,
ther had kept ther sbwiery wicdosed  Io the faint
blink af the Ar= thr::_r.' sirnke more ﬁ'ﬂl}".

"Vour lather wan distant #ith pow,' 2aid Lacoetos

Yo' And hawng fomgotén  the momeolory
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mystery ol Heneherd's aocichg apeech bo Tocaiks, che
pronbooed, ' It ix lenaup=e be dame not think I gm
respectable, I have trisd to be 5o mone (han you o
imapine, but in vainl My mocher's separaton foom
my father w2y ondortorule B me.  You o't know
what it i3 to hare shadows Iike that apon your Gfe’

Locelia seemed to wibca, <1 da sot—afl dae kind
:pru:i.-n:l}'l" she 3add, “hut FMU EaY fm==l a—sprnye of dis-
gnm—:shn.ma—in other wn.].',s-'

* Hawe you cver bed any such [oebog 4 ° eeid s
youoger innoiesly.

103\ nn," saicl Lucs=tta rlu'ir.'i:]:,". Ll was I;hinki_ng of
—whal happens someimes #hen wemen ger thepeslwen
in sloange poailiond i the evea of the weold frode oo
faglt af th=ir own.' .

*Ir must make them vory uobappy afiermerds,’

‘Tt tuakes thew anions ¢ for mighe Gob other waren
te=spiae themo # *

‘Haot sliogether despise them, Yot ool guite kike
or cefpect Thitn,

locetta wioced :.H,u.i:rl.. Her past wus l:-;p no means
prCute rom investigation, even in Castetbridge. For
ota adng, Heswhard bad never uwoeed 1w lewer Lhe
dicued of lsecs sbhe had wotten and sent bim io her
Fret excitement,.  Possitly they wese destroyed ; but sha
would have wished that they hed never bestin wntleo.

The rencoubiter witls Fudfowe and hix bearing towara
Lucedtn hod made the mefiscbive Elizpbeth more obeer
want of ber brlliant and amisble coppanion. A few
days aftecwarls, wlen lwr syes met Laceta’y s the
latter was gwing oot, she somehow knew that Mies
Toopleman wua nowrishing a hops of seeing the e,
tive Scotchraan, The fer wad ponted lage all gres
Luretta"s cheeks ondd eyas to any one wha read her ac
Elizgbeth-Jane waa begioniog to da,  Lucotts pasasd
on aod cleand the stres door,

& yeer's spinit took poxsewsiog of Elizabedh, impelling
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her to Bit down by (he fee, and divine owence 50 Basely
from data aleemcdy her awn that they could be beld os
winnzspal.  She follewed Laugstta thus mentolly—saw
her encounter Dhonald somewhicrs as il by chanoc—agw
luon wear bis apecel ook wiemn oweeeling women, with
an pdded, 'inl.ensil.}' becavse thix one wos Loretty. She
depicted hia impaesioned manaer § beheld the Dadecision
o both between their Jolthowy o sepamle and ter
desize ngt tg be ahsered ; d.-npi.r.l:nd their shoking of
handa: how they probably paned with Efpidicy in chear
general cootour and mwovenems, ooly in e soaller
features ahawing 1he spack of passien, thos invisible 1o
all bor themselwes, This disecrning gilent wiich hed
nil dooe thinking of lbest tloogs when Locella sime
Teiselessly bebind her, and marde her siart.

It was all trus a3 she bad pretored—abe could heve
awarb at.  Lucéttn h.td.ﬂ.h-eigh!l:r..eﬂ luigirwuspess in ber
7% fues and Abawe the advanced colour of ber chesks,

*You've arew My, Farlrac,” said Elizabelh demurely,

1 Yoy w3 Locetts ¢ Houw did yau know !

She knelt down oo the bearth acd took ber friend's
tnda cacacedly o hee owm, Bug actee AL ek did not say
'H'I:H!l.'l or ]L!'.I'l' EI'}E II.-.I.IZI ELETh h.i.l'ﬂ i g 'l']l.:l.t hﬂ had I-.I.Id.

That night she barame eastiess; in the moming she
wRa feyerish; and et breakfaar-time she told hee com-
pandon thul she lad aooething oo lwe miod—sune.
H.1i.n_g which concern=1 a prREsan in whom gbe was
inteeested much,  Elizabeth was estocac tg listen and
B rw et bz,

Ulhis prran—as lal:]f—l;nr: wdmir=d & man muh
—aery much,” she eaid tentatively,

AL sail Flizalwih Janes.

! They were intimate—rather.  He did pot think so
decply of hee as che did of him,  But in #n ioopadsive
reomienl, pursly oot of repasatoo, be proposed b make
her hus wilz,  Sheagreed.  Butthers wos an onexpecisn
higch in the proseedinga; though she had besn wo Jar
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cHnpemised with him that she fedt she could never be-
keng 1o avocher map, ac 3 pure Toamer of oofesketon,
even i she shoold wish 1o, After that they wee much
fpart, heard pothing of each ather ot a long tims, ’Rnd
ghie el her Like quase closcd up for boer,'

* Ah—gpoar gurl !

*Sne safiered much omoaccount of Wim; though 1
should add what he could not allogechs: e blaoed Fo
what had happensd. At lasi the olstacle which sepa.
ratmdl them was proddentially memoved ; angd he came
e marry bien”

*Heaw delsghifulr!

* Buot in the intenmd she—rmy poor friend—had sezn
a man che liked beswr than bime  Meow coues e
point = Could sl in honoor dismass the Bea?

1A nee man sk liked Bedier—that™s hag !’

E%¥es,' 53id Laceita, looking pained at 8 oy whio was
ewinging Ust town pooip-handle.  *Ivis lndl  Thoogh
Yo et remember thot she w2 Epmed intn on l_-:'_|||'i'.rn-
cal padition with the fArst man by an sccident—Lbat he
waa not au weli educated of cefined a0 Lhe socond, and
that she had discorerd some r|u.n.'|i.|.'i=l in the first that
eetidered him leas desirable @3 @ husband then ehe had
ai best thowght bim Lo be?

I canngl answer,’ xaid ]ﬂim‘l‘-ﬂt'h-lnm: thnug'l'il:ﬁ.l."'gr.
€It 19 ao diffecult, 1t wants & Popo to scbble thet | ”

*VYou paeler oot b, perbaps ?' Luceira ehowed in
b appqnhng tooe hoow much she l=ant oo Ebzabeth's
Judgient,

"W, Miss Templemas,' adwited Elzabeth 1
would rather ogt ey,

Mewereheleas, Luceits aceoed eclieved by the sienple
Fert of hawviog opened out the sitsatios a biede, aod
whd lowly corvalescent of her heardache, ! Hong mea
Iooking-glags, How do I appear to people? ' she spid
languidly,

" Welled litthe worn,” answered Elimbeth, syrng het
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ms R ozt e R doubtiol painling ; feiching the glacs e
ernhbhed Liecesla to suevcy horachl in i, which Lucowugd
anxmusly did,

'I wopder il I wexr well, a2 fimes go | * she uﬁcr‘mﬂ
afler 2 while.

Ve [irly

" Where am I worst P

f Under your eyes—T meeice a linlls bownpess thiere.!

'Y That is my worst place, 1 know. How many
yers more 4o you think [ shall ket before 1 get hope-
lesaly plada ¢!

Thers wan something cudsus in the say in which
Elizabeth, though the younger, kad come to play 1he
part of epececed sage in these divcussipns. ¢ Ik aoay
be five years! she said judidaily. <k, wath a qQuiet
Tile, 35 many 43 ten. With no lowa pen might caloulme
oh ben.t

laoc=tta weemayd tn =Aert rmn thic ax on an gneleer
able, impartial verdict,  She teld Elizabeth-Jane oo more
o the pase artacligent sbe bad coughby sdombooned as
the qrpnri.ﬂnr.u of o 1hird Teren ; and Elizabeth, whe
in spine of her philosophy was very tender-heared, wept
that oight in bed at e dwogbe o ber prelty, nch
Lucetta clicl oat te=at her b3 the Tull combBdenc= aof name=s
and datea in her condessiona. For by dhe 'she” of
Luceim's swiry Elzakealy bod bor Teet begalod.
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TIR nam phiae of the supersession of Henchard In
Luccita's heay was an sxpeaiment in calling on her
pecformed Ly Farfrac with gote apparent trepidetion
Conventionally sp=aking, he conversed with both Misa
Templeman s#nd ke companion ;) bub dn Qe i was
rather Uil ELzakaih gad invitibla Lo s maom.  1Jooald
nppeaned ot to ame ber at Wil ond anawersd her wiso
Listle remarks with  cortly indificecnt manosyllablas,
bz locka sud faculica hanging on the woman who
caui] Doant of 3 moore Frotean v:.ﬁi:t:lr in her php.-m;.,
reads, opinigna, amd also principles, than oowslkd
Elzakenl.,  Lceola had peraisied Uy dmggng ber into
the ciccle; Lo she had remained Like an owkward
third peint which that cirde weuld not tooch,

Swaan Henchard's daughter Boh: up #gainst the
frosty acle= of the trsatmeol, as she had berna up
under werer things, nnd conttived a5 goon A5 possibla
1o gt out ol the inharmobisus ooz without being
miral. The Sootchman sseoesd ]'.:|.|'|:|.I:|l the mme
Farftaz #ho had danced =ith hor and walked with
het, iy 2 delicare poise berwcen leve and Eoendslup—
that pecesl in e hiswory of o Jove when alone it can
b 5aid 19 be unallaysd with pain.

Slve geoically Teohed from het bedroomn sondows, and
ountemplated her bate as if it wess watlen oo the top
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af the church-tower bacd ly. ' Yes' she =aid ot laax,
bringidfe dowm hier palm upan the sill wich & pat: * A
it the eecomd mew of that swoey the teld met!

Al this time Heochaol's smuuldenng sentiments
towrtda Luocsttr hed been fanped inlo bigher snd
higher flammwwcion by the cpcomsiances of tha case
He was -'.'li:l:n'rer':ng that U= yuung ‘wamdhb, kor whom
he oo falt 2 'pit:."ing warmth, which had b=en almest
chilled cut of haea by reflection, wea, when now quali-
M=l witly & slighr soaccssubility and & aonoes Datueed
hu.ul:g', the very 'I:-n'i:ng o errake Pom =atisdi=d with bide
Day gher day peoved to him, by her eilomcs, that it
wad ey o9 to thinlke of brnging ber nomd by helding
dood; so he gave in, and clkd vpoo ber aguin,
Elizabesh-Tane bring abee nf.

Ha creased the oo to her with a Beawy Leead of
pome awkwardness, bis atrong, warm geze opon har—
like the aon beside the meon i compansen with
Far{ras's modest look—and with something of & hail-
fellow Txring, ax, iod==d, wan nut onnatoral But she
preaned g0 trAnetbstantiated by ber change of poscen,
and beld aul ber hend dg him in such cool [ocodahip,
that be Yemme deferental, and st durn sith & per-
ceptitle loss of prwer, He undemstocd bt little of
Eachiot i dreess, yeb enough to Goed himsol inedegoacs
Loy AP beside ber wlom be lad bacherto been
ﬂl‘ﬂl:l'ljﬂg’ of o almpst his ety S5be moi] ppme-
thing very polite ataot his being good coough te call,
Thiv mused bim 1o recoesr bebsnee.  He looked hee
odrily in the facs, ]n:i:n.g hin ow=.

"YWhy, of course I have cabled, Loceits,” he aad
PWlae does that nongsas: mem? Yoo kogw o
rrildn't have hdpad. m].':.n:'lf i I had weshed—tlhaE id,
if I biad any kinducee at all.  Tve called b0 ey bhat
1an b=adly, 89 2000 &8 cutem will parmwit, & ghive pod
my nome, in retom fee pour devation, end what

lost by it in thinking doo btde of vouraclf and too
fg L]
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much &f ma; 10 aar that yoo can fx the dey or month,
with 1o¥ full conseny whewessr i yoor opikion AL
wruld ke seemlyr jup know mom of thess things
than 1.

“Te 34 full ecdy ver,' she sa1d evnaineedy.

“Wes, yes; Isoppase it is. Hot you know, Lucetta,
T icht direncly my poor illaused Susan died, end when
I eewidd sest basar ehe idea of marbaog agaon, at afoer
what bad happened betwesn us of was oy duty out o
let mny unnecesgary delay oot before puiting things
to righis.  Hill. T woualdn call i 8 boery, because—
well, Foi can gusts how Lbis ooy yuo™ve ome
inte made me Feel'  His voics alowly fedl; he wan
conprigns that in this reom his Accenss snd manner
wora B Toughueess ot chaervable n O sieet He
luaked aloot the roem, at the novel haogings and
ingenious Furmitare with which she had aurrcended
berarll

A Upon my bfe, [ didot krow such fumitur= as 1his
cnuld b boughe in Coolerbpeidgr’ he said,

'Mor cam it be' eaid she, *Hor wmill il till fduy
yeAty tame of Swbzauon bave passed ower the pow
I tiok 2 waggon and Bowr horsss to get ot e’

*H'm. The fact is, your sctting up tike thic makes
my beinpg bowards rou ke awkwand !

'Why k'

An snewer was pob really nosded, and be did nel
Furniskh, ome. * Well" he wene on, © lhers's  feibaosdy
io the warld [ weull have wish=) 0 E=¢ enter inlo
thia weslth before youn, Lucetts, spd nobody, T am
pure, who will beroma it more'  He turded o hee
with tongratulatory adoimton o ferad that she
shmnk somewhat, notwithstanding that she knew him
B well,

‘T am grenily ebligad w you B ool dal® @id she,
rather with an gir of spraking riwal. The stint of
xeciproca] fexling waa perceived, sand Henchard chowed
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chagrin At once—nobody wA3 more gQuick to phow that
than Le

LR L HLY Taes L'IIJILH'E:I ar nnt bl Thnug'h. 1he
things I safF may not hpve the polich of what you'ys
brcly leatob do0 expect for ihe frel tima im your Like,
I']:E:p are res], oy lady Lucetea '

" That's reiter & rude way aof s.p-r.:li:ing {1 pu:l-ut.ad_
Tuectea, with asormy opes,

Mot ae alll? pglied Henchard Jotly.  * 13u thees,
ﬂ'mn:, [ dan't want o r.||.1n.r|.'r.'| with '~ J rome with RO
honest proposal {or silencing your Jermey cnemied, and
you ooplat 1o be vha kil

‘How mn you speak sol” she z2nawesed, Rring
quickfy, ' Knogwing that mr only coime wea the in-
dulging kv & Folish gid's paesicn fur et wit oo
Bitle reaol Bor comectness, and that I was what £ call
innocent all the time they called me guilky, Fou cughe
oot bo ke 5o cuctitg | I sedered sough ab Udar worry
Ing venet, when you wrole o el o of pour wilet
migm, end my consequent dismissgl, and if 1 em
a bide independent now, suecly 1he povilege 9 due
ek iy ]!

¥ es L |'5,' he saldf. 4 Flutk it 14 pot 'I_'g,' what i1,
in whia life, but by what appears, that yoeu are judged |
and 1 cherelore Jank oo cught [0 kocept me—for yous
own goned name's 1ake.  What is koown in ypoyr native
Jersey may get known heee!

cHow you keep on about Jersey | T am Englisl ©'

1% ey, yer. Well what do youw say to my poopozal 7 °

For the frse timg in their peguainteno; Luceiia
had che mova) and yol she wae backwabd.  <For tha
preaent L=t things be' she id wilb sume embarmass
ment  *Treat me oe 2n argaadniance )] gnd 1'0 1reat
o ma one Time mll— " she atopped; and ba
auid botheng to RBI1 the gap foF awlale, thiere being o
pressure of hall wequaintance 16 drive tem into gpesch
if 1lyey weee pot minded for it

ars



THE MAYOR OF CASTERHEILAGE

‘That'a thor w=af the wind blowa, i3 g’ he eald
it last ynmly, wodding ao ahooative to hua cwno
thaughta, *

A vellow flowd of reflectsd aunlighn Aled tha oo
for a few insanes, It wid poodoced by the passing of
& load of mewly irussed bay from \he rogattr ino s
wageen marked with Farme's pame.  Beocide seoredn
Farfme hrucell oo horseback, Lucelta’s o= becime
w23 & woioAn's lare beinmes when the mon she ipees
rizes wpnn hear gaze like an gRpention,

A tourm of the eve by Honelaed, o glanes foon the
windaw, aod the secct of ber dnacoessibilioe would
hawe been Teveal=).  Hot lenchard §n estimating hee
Lo wha looking dowm 0 plumb-steaight that be did
heisT s the ki oeateiouaney wpem Licetia's tare

*I sboulln't hove thought it—71 shouldn™ have
thougnt 3% of momen?!' he said emphabically by-and-
be, mring apd shaking hineeel] awe activite;  while
lucetla whs &0 apooos fo cdivert fom frgen ATy SU%-
picion of the teuth, hat ghe aked him to be in o
huery,  Bringing him some apples, she ibsiied upon
pacing v for Lo,

Eie would ment take it "M, o) such is not Tor
me,' he guid drily, and moved o che door, At going
witt Ju= purbed BiE 23 upash hee

"You ame i live io Czetechridge entitely on my
poncunt;y’ he =aid. ' Vet now wou A hete pon won't
hava apything te say o my oferl”

He had haolly gooe dewo the stainass whan she
drupped wpnp the seda, snd jumped up Again in a G
ol deapemooen, 'Twill love him ! ahe cHed pasaion.
ately ; “ad for Afm—le's Dorlemperel and stern, and
it wogl be malness to hind mysalfl ko him knowing
that, T wor’t be A alave to the past—I1 lovs shoea
I chiooe | ?

Yel haning decdled tn he=k away From ITenchard,
one might hace wupposed her capable of wiming higher
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than Farfres, But loretta teasooet nodhing : she
feared hard words fTom the people with #hom she bad
betn earlier assodated | she had bo telatves 1ol ) and
wi1h native ]i.ghmr_-;.-,' of heack Lk }.i.nrﬂjri-l} what Ears
offceed,

Flimhgth-Janr, sureying the pasitino of Lucetta
betwezn bier twe lovers [rom che cryptalline sphere of o
slcaghilorward wind, did ooe fal o poeccive thar ber
fatber, as ah= callel bim, ant Thanald Farfrae Tecanee
more desperately enamownred of her friznd ewery dav.
Oo Farrae’s vide i1 wha the anforscd passion of pouls
(o Henchards the acibcally sfcnuwlaied coveling of
malurcr ape,

Tl i 31w eapemenced feom the plmost absolule
chlivisness tn ber eaistence thal was showo by Lhe
'ppi:' ol them bocame ot times hadf |!i.1:1i.|.l.at=-c|. |:rg,-' Tesr
Bepdd of ita faootoustiesd,  When Tacetea had pricked
ber finger they were as decply coneerned /s il she veie
dying ; when sher hersalf had been seopusdy sick oo oo
danger they geeered a conventiomal word of sympathy
at the oews, and lereor all about 3t immediricly, Bk,
pr rogarded Henchard, this pereepdion of lwecs also
cAusess her some Alial El.".mf_; she could ooe hnlp .a.-:h:ing
wlut she had done to be neglected o, efter the prafes-
sitms ol soliotade be had made, At ogparded Fadfze,
she thought, aiter honest refection, that it was <uile
ratveal.  What waz she beside Looetie P—aa one of the
! memoer beautiey of the night,” when the moon had nseo
in the skies.

Skt had learmt doc lescon of eenanciRdon, and wes
s Baowliar wath the woselk of each day's wishey as wilh
the digrmal getting of tbe sun.  TE ber earthly mmreesr
ted tawght hwr fow bopk philosophics i hag b lexst
wed  poectized bey in this.  Yet her expetience had
mngisie] Iess in o oserem of pore disippimnlocoe
Wan in & Geries of sybstitations,  Continoallp it had

aly
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happened that what she had desired had net been
granied her, ard chat what had been granted her she
had ot desired.  So sbe wmewed witls a0 approsch o
eguanimity ibe now camelled days when Dooshd had
te=en her yndeclared lover, 2nd wendered what wnwishesl.
for thing Heaven vught send ber in placa of him



o

IT chanced that oo a Gre aphing mromibng Herdhard
and Farfrae mret in the chestout-walk which @an elong
the souch well af the fown.  Each had just come out
frinm iz ektly broabfaat, snd Lhees waa ot anather aoul
near. Henwhard was reading a letter fao Lizeeria, sent
in ROawer 1 a wipte feom him, in whach ahe made some
excuge for not immediately granting him g seoend inwer-
wiew Lhat be lad desared.

INpoeld had nee wish to enter inta converration with
his forenct Meicnd on their present conserained terms;
neeitl=c wouid be pass hotw e soomling gilence=.  He
ridded, and Henchard cid the mme.  They had -
ceded from each acher gevergl paces when g voice crigd
‘Faslrae)' Tt wee Hemnchord's, whe sicod regardisp
ham. )

r T you remember,” said Nenchacl, as if ic wrees the
prezence of the thought and net of the man which mwds
hierm spemak, * div o rememisec imy atoey of Lhat seeond
wooen—mwxha sufered for ber thooghtl=s intimacy with
me e "

VI du” said Fadie,

' Do you remoember my telling == baw ot all began,
ardl how it ended 7

Vea'
i Well, I have offered o maery her bow Lkt { oo
1Y
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hut she woo't murry m= Now what woold yoo dunk
of hee—J gt it ka wou 7't

EWell, v owe hir 1wothing moes now," eaid Farkaa
lsactaly.

UTE im Tae,’ @3 1Tenechaed, and wrent on.

That ht bhed looked up from 8 bewer to ssk his
na=ruony canplelely shae gon froor Fadme's wwed all
¥isien of Toortta as the culprit.  Indesd, ber pres=ot
prosition was 50 difcrent feom thet of the young =oman
uf Henchaed’s elory as of raell 1o be auficient 1o Blind
lumm absolately to her identite. Ay for Herchord, b=
w5 Teassuted by Farme's words end manner zpainst
B cucpicion which bad coossed his mind, They =eea
oot Hwse of 2 oosoous oval.

Vet that there was ovaloy |.'|-}l somE one he wan 'FII.'IT.il:F
poesuaded,  Fe could fecd it in the air arownd Luectte,
set it an e duro of her pen.  There was o antagoe
nistic farce in EX=rOsT, 50 that when he hadl eresl to
bang near hier he sexmed atanding in A Tefluent ourrent.
Thar i1 waa 2ot Ipeee capoes b wat tooee apd mone
rertain.  Her windows ghemmad as af they did ned want
him; her curining seemed to hang $lily, as i they
pcvecied an ousing peeseied,  To discover whoee
presence that was—wlelwer really Farfrue®s alier all, or
anothers—he svecterd hims=l{ t¢ Lh= olmost 13 »== he=r
again ; snd et lenoih suecceded,

Al the ntecvimw, wleen alis ofered boow be, e Bade
it g point 1o launch a c@utiaus inquicy iF e knew Mr
Fatfrae,

h s, she Lkeew him, she dechapsd ; abe conld woe
belp knowing slmost sveryboldy in Casterbodge, bving
in such % pgarcho over the oontre and arena of ibo
Lawrn.

i Pleaxant young fellaw,' id Hencland

"Ter' 52id Lucatts.

“We bivth kEmew o, eaif kind Elizabeth-Tane, B
rediere ber compunion’s divined emlarasement.

710



THE MAYDE F CASTEHHEILCE

There was & knock at 1he door; Jitermlly, these full
Loocks and a linnle @ne at vhe erd,

' That kind of koock means halfand-half—snme-
body  betwesmiy  gentle ord  simple gaid the  corn-
merchait to fumsell T sheuldn't wonder thetedors
it is be' In a fow seounds sorely encugh Donald
walked in.

Lucerra wag il of Tle fidpels ard Sutlets, which
innrmsed Henchard's susjacions withoul afrdiog any
gpecial prl of their correciness.  1le wmg well-nigh
Bepricus Bt the acnsa of the queer sibwation in whickh
be etod ewards dus woman, The whe had o=
'pma.q.hnﬂ wim doc -d.-:mﬁjng her when ralpmniated, who
bed weged clrims upon his eencideracien on (hat sc-
mount, e bad lived wailing fer hoin, wilae ab the Jiste
degant mameant hocdl rome t 2k him to n:|:.1'if_:,', I:u:f
paking het his, 1he [kl position ince whicls she had
placed bemelf fr lds sake; scch she had beea. A
new he sat at her wa-hls eager o gain her gtion-
tion, awd, in his ametory rage, feeling the olber man
pres=nt to be 3 villon, just &5 &Go g ool o 2 lower
maght feel

They sat stiffly sede by side a8 the darkening table,
Like same Tustan ].:J.i:u.li:u.g of the twao ﬂi.*u.'i[.ll-!: sup]:ﬁnp;
At Tmmaws  Lucostta, E.'ln:n:ng; the thicd ornd cghief
Bguee, waa opposite them; Edizabeth-Jane, being ot
al the pioees and sl of the gooap, oauld clbeeoe foucs
fGr gl things: that thers were long spages of teci-
suroity, when AU exteder circumstenes wma subducd
to s ltwels of aporosd aod chioa, the ehek of 4 lesd
on the pavemant onder the windrw, the Jassing of a
rhetlbarow of okm the whisding of the carter, the
pusly of water o howseholders' beckesa at e Lewo-
jrump n]:-pu.-:i.l:u; the en:'h.unﬂe of J.p'l:e'l:ing: among thenir
neighbours, snd the 7attls of the pokes by which they
carmed o tar evcbing supply.

'Hnn: Emﬂ-:.nll-].luttl:r rr :|.1'ir.|. I_.I.Il:EtLl. 1z Hm:]u,n;l
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and Farftas cqually, Lalding cut betwesn deen a plat=ful
of loog slives. Henchaol took a slic= by an= end ondg
Themald h].' the nther) gach feelipp cortrin ho was 1he
man meant | neither lec go, and the slice sone o teo,

"O—1TI ue 30 sacryl ' oned Lucetta, il & nenmoos
tittgr. Farfras toed #a laogh ; bot he was toa much in
Tove to 3 the incident in any but & tragiz fighe

rHew tidiculous of all thyee of thio | said Eliealwih
to hersr.

Hencharr deft the house with r ton ol comjecturs,
thouph withown & geaien of proof, that the soonLet-stre
lion w3s Farlme ; and Lheredors 1 eoold nor mabke cp
his mind. Yei tn Flizaheth-Jane it was plain e the
tewn-pumyp chat Donald and Lucetta weee incipient lovers,
More than e, 1m0 bpats of her' sire, Tuostis b Lewn
unalde to revirain ler plance from Bitting arross into
Tarmar's eyes Like & bird tooits nest. Tat Hencherd
wag conarrncted epon oo largs 4 acale to disesrs auch
miinu# as these b an ew=oing bght, which to him wem
s the motes of an insect thet liz abvree the compass n
it human car,

Bur e was divtwhbed  And ehe sapze of sovolt
rivalry im suitarshop was se much superaddsd to the
pelpable givalry of their bosingsa lives.  To the soagsa
muneriality af that svalry it added an inAeming aoul,

Th= 1wz witadize=d antagoniam bok = form of
petion by Tlenchard sepnding for Jopp. the manager
originally diaplased by Ferfrac'a arfval,  Henchaed hed
fregquenlly n=ee o ok about the srveets, obaerved thae
hin :'Jnthing :p-ni:& ol meediness, heazrd 1hat be Lved o
Mizen Lane—a tark elum of the toumn, the puT ol of
Castecbndge donicibialion—issell alinost & proof that a
man hoed reached @ $age when by woold oot enck ae
trifles.

Jopp muae afer darck, by the gatca of the stare-vacd,
anl Felt hia way throogh the hay aod st b (e ot
where 1iencherd sat in solitude peaiting hio,
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‘T am again one of & foremar,’ saigd the care.factor,
{Are yooan 2 Place?!

‘ Mot 50 much as a begrar's, sirt

‘How much o yoo ask !

Jopp naoved bis poce, whoeh was wery soderate.

' When @n pou com=] "

<AL this hour xnd moment, s’ said Jagp, who,
aranding hands peckeled at the arreer sorner 51 tho
sun had faded the shouwld=rs of s coer 0 smzocpoe
[rrem, had :'ng;u.lnrl}' watchel Herchard in the markel-
jace; mecasueed him, and learnt him, by virbue of the
gromer wlach (e sl man Jas in bt slillimzes of Koowing
vite Losy ome betier than be knoms limseld.  Fupp, tuo,
bad hwd a convcnicns cepericnce | he w5 the enly nne
rn Casleebridge basides Heocliard aod the aloselijppaed
Ebzalz=th who kn=w Lhat Lucetta cme tmuly  rom
Jeesew, pnd btut progimatgly frgm Hath. 'L keaw
Tewswoy, oo, eis,” he said. < Waa lising there wher, oy
usedd to des Bosiness that wap. Ol ves —-ha.r-g__:ifi.il" sit0aL
¥ there”

fIadecd!  Very pand, Then the 1hing is seilled,
The tetioonials you slwwed me when oo first 1bed
far't are snlticient.'

That characiers detetorate in 1ime of need poseisdy
did pol oceeur o Herchard,  Jupp said, © Tiask jou)
and steod mace firmiy, in the cposdousness that at last
he officially telonged to thad spoa,

* Wow," taid Henchard, digging his stroog ey into
Jagyes Bace, Fone dhing is necesszoy b me, as the biggest
corn-and-hpv-desler in theae parts, The Scekrhman,
who's taking s rown de o bald ineo his hands,
migst be cut out. [Fye lemc?  We two wmnll bye side
|:|:|r sige—that's glrar ond gertain.’

TPy piacn it &Ll s5id Jopp.

‘Hy faic toompetiton I mmio, of cowse,” Henchond
ontinoegd. ' Bot as hand, keen, and onlinching as fir
—ruiber more 30, By such m despemate Bd ageinst

ary
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him Ffer the farmers' cusiom a5 will geind him ionto tha
ground—ascarve him cut,  I'we capieal, mond ye, aod
Icndu e

*I'm all thet wRF of thinking,' said the new reman.
Topp'a Gishike of Fadiatc ay (he man who had onos
auurped his place, wlule it made him & wilbng wol
made Zhi:rl'.\.I ak the yame time, rnmmra'rj.'tlilg' nx ypmabe
& colleague a8 Henchard cowuld bave cleasm,

‘T soanetines Lhaink,' 1w added, ©iber he oest bave
»OoE El:um Llhat n= s=esx n=st year in. He hpy sich 2
Eneck of making everyshing Lring him forbane,’”

tHeo's deep bepond all bobear men's discetmaog ; tut
wo et owke hum shallower. Well ondecsell bim,
and orer-buay kim, and s snuf i cut,’

They then enlersd into specific desails of e pos
Jem by whach this would by aeommpbabed, and jactsd
AL & lote hrig.

- Tlizebeth-Tane heard by aceident (hat Fopp had
been i by ber sleplachier.  She was ko fuly
canvinril thet he was nod the right man foc the place
chat, at the risk of making Henchard angry, she ex-
preated ler apprshansion to bim whes chey ewat,  Hue
it wan clone to oo purpose.  Henwhard shot up hec
argument =ith & aberp rebaff

Tz amayvar’s weher secmed to EBvoar ther schems,
The time waa 10 the y=in immadistely before fhmdgn
competition had reroduticnized the trade in grein, when
aull, s from e Larlicet apes, the wheat quotationa
Egm month n month depended enbmely wpon Hhe

“home harvest, A bed harrat, or the prospet of ong,
wonld davkla che price of com in oz few wesks ) end
the procoase of & gowd wi=ld would Jower 1 ae rapidly.

Yrices were like the mads of the period, steep in
gredient, reflecting in their pheees the loeal ponditions,
without ensioeennyg, levellingd, o avscapes,

The farmer's ineome was rulsd by the wheat-oop
within hlsy own horizon, and the wheat-crap by tha

(1]
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wei|Lar  Thug, i peraon, he becans a gote o Besh.
haramel=r, with f=alers always docscied e U skhy amd
wind atgund him. The loml etmospheee was every-
thuog 1o hits ; U atmeaphencs of ether coontrices a
matter ol indiference. The people, Loo, who ware oot
Grmers, the rural muititude, saw in the god of the
wea ther & eme shiporbant personage then they do now,
Indesd, the E:El.'ing of the peosantry o this maiter was
B0 Lntenmse 85 to be almost unrealizabbe io these oqumble
days.  Thar impulze was well-nigh to procleate fledr
sulves in lamentation before unl:i.md.}' rwna and lempests,
which came #3 the Albsier of these heuschelda whaze
£HIE I was Lo be poar,

Alfter miclaummer they watched the 'H'EEI‘JJ:I'-U:H;EI
g3 moo waiting in entochrotets wmich the leckey,
Sun ebwed e guiet wmin bobersd theo; wesks of
watery t=mpest atupelied them. That aspect of the
sky which they now regard s dizagresable they then
bebueld as Cirions.

It was June ond the weather was veoy unfavoorabile.
Casterbridpe, being, a3 &t were, ¢he Wellbagrd on which
Al tha adjacent hamdets and villages sounded 1heir
noke=, was decidedly doll.  Instead of new articles in
the shop-windaws, thase that hed been rejectsd in the
Foregoang surabnct woere heooght oub again ; superasded
r=apeleets, badly-shaped rufes, sbog wom Jegaings, and
Lme-stifensd waier-tights reappeared, furkished up aa
nsir to Oew L3 posdible,

Heochard, tacked 1w Jopp, rad o dissrmes g
nering, and resnlved 1o tase his simtegy Rgainst Farrae
upon thet esading. But befors scting be wislesd —whod
gr many bave wialed- that be ocwld know for cer-
tain what wes ot Prasent nnly ALTGTE Prgl;lqbi_'li,tf, He
wRE SupCrstitions—as such hesdamong maloess offen
#m—eand = nourialed in bes minsk an dcles bearing
on the matter), an Wee be sbrok fiom disclesing
eren k3 Jopp.

B
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In a lonely hemlat & few miles from the town—ag
bouscly, thae what ene called lonely villagea were geem-
lag by cvopanson—iher: lived 3 tman of cudoos
repute os & focecaster or weather-prophet,  The woy
ko bie house wag creoked and mirg—oeven difficult in
tha present ubpropatious semsom. e svgaong when
it was m.'in':ng; o ]'Lr.:.\-'ilr thot :ivg' snd Loral rexnpoded
like distent masketry, Brd pn owt-door men oould be
excused for ehrouding Jumsell (o Jus ey and epss,
such a shwouded figurs co Breat might have been per-
crjved trovelling io the dirsction of the haseloopes
which dripped over the prophets cot. The tuenpike-
mwad tecme a lane, the lne 2 @t-tack, e art-
track @ bridle-path, the bodle-path & Feotwey, the
loot-way cvergrown,  The solitary walker clipped hees
and Meace, and srombl=d over the balucl 3pricges
farmed hy the hmmbles, il &t kength be reached the
house, which, with la greden, war surssundsd with &
high, dense ladpe.  Tle colage compamtyely a
Larpe one, hadl been huilt of muwd by the compiacs
onTi hands, And thacched alse by himself, Here he
had always bived, and heea it wan sesoeoed ke would
clim

Hre existcd on oneccn supplicss; Eor it wae a0
apowalows thing Lhae wlale thess wag baedly o =ul
io the neipbboochaod Lut affeci=d te laugh at thds
man'c psseclinng, nttering the formule, © Thene’s eedhing
it om,' with full sscpeanco ow the surtsen of their
faces, w=ry fem of Uwm were onbeliey=rs in their
seotrd hearts,  Whemerer they comsulted him they did
it flor & ocy  When chey paid him they eaid, © Jest
A trifle for Cheastenas,' of * Clodiemds' a4 O chea
might b

He would have preferred mwore honesty in his
climpts, a8d J=y slam odizule ; Dotk fusdainesial Lelef
consala! him for supecficial imny.  An stalst, e was
crabled (o live ;| poople supperted him with their backa

Eaa
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mrmed. T wus sometimes astonisbed thot men
could profas o lieke and belicve pb much ar s
briass, when at diwnch Uwy prodessed] w0 ouch and
belieyved ao liftle,

Belind his back be was called ' Wiade-oh,” ob aecauwat
of hia eputatico ; to his o=+ Mz, " Fall

The hedge of hiF parden formd-d am Arch over the
entoance, and 4 door wan ipgevied as in a wall  Quocside
the <eor the tall traveller stopped, bandaged his face
wilh & handkerchie! a8 if e ware sufering from doath-
atvs, andd wenl up the path. The window ehwceers
wrre 10k q:|nmr1, and he vould s 1= ].ln.'l[.ll:ﬂ:l. 1lri1.'|u':r|._,,
PrCLETING hia fupper,

In apawer o the komk Fall came to Lhe door
gandls io hand.  The wisicar stepped back a lietle fegm
the Light, and said, "Can I spenk to 7" in significant
o=,  The other's inncaeion Lo comm D wilk eepawded
ta he the oontry Broule, 4 This wibll do, thaok ye,' 2fec
which the howvacholdzr har oo eliemacive bt (o come
pat. He placed the candle on tha coreer of the deesacr,
ok his hat from a nad), and joined the siong=r o the
porch, shukting the dowr behind him,

¢ T'we Jomg hocard rhat you can =do things of & aort? "
ls=gan the= other, epresang by indiadoadite a3 much as
he could,

‘ Maybe so, My, Henchsd,' said che weallier-castec

'.I’LI:I—'P.']'I.F cles you mll me that #' usled e sitor
with a start,

1 HBerapse it's your naoe. Feeling you'd oome, T'a
wai{ed for Fe | and th'in'i:ing' o might T le-eq Frnm
youwt walk, T laid two supper plales—Ionk ye hers”  Fle
threw open the doer and disclosed the supperaable, ar
which appeared p ascomd chaic, knife and fark, plare
ard eowg, &3 he had declated,

Henchacd fule like Saol gl hut pecplion by Safooel ;
hr rrmained In ail=nce fne o few moments, then irow.
g off 1he diagguiae of fEgidity which be had hithera

ard
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pedzioyed T aaid, *Thes T have ool oteke o vadn
a - - Now, for instanre, can p= charme awoyr warts 72

e Withour trooble,

*Coare the el '

'Thn.'l. Irve :l-:rne—w"tth consilemtion—il l]'u:r 'll"ﬂ
weal the cord-beg BF nigkt R well as by day!

| Fonerast the weather ? '

1+ ¥With Inhowr and bow=*

' Then teke ihis,” easid Hepchard, =*Tia & crown.
pimee. Mow, what i the havwet foctioghl 1o be P Whe=n
a0 I knoor it

‘Tve worked it oot aleesdy, and wou czn Emow at
cavce,"  {The Gl waa (hat bye Buonecy Tad alwady besn
there on the sume ermnd from chffierent parts of the
country.y " Br the sun, moon, aod ctars, BF the cloads,
the winda, the drees, aod grasa, the candleflates and
swallows, the somll of the hechs ;) Likewise Ly the b
eyrs, the mvens, the lesches, the spiders, and the dung-
mizen, the lpat forinight v August will be—min and
el

“YWou pre ot cettain, of aourse

‘Ao ope can be in 8 world mhere 8% onadne. "Twdll
he mee Uke living in Eevelalions this outomo than in
Englapd.  $hail ¥ sketeh it out for ye tn o schemep !

th ne, oot aid Henchaed, ‘I den't aliopethear
bellmyve In fomsials, come 1o second dwaghes oo such
Byt 1—~

E¥ou don’t—you don't—'tis quice wodersbond,
wlid Wide.ob, wthoor a esund of scom 4 You
hore Ei'r\en me a roown bemuse oove ooe oo TRnY.
But mwopo"t you join me AE BUpPSr, now 't wWRiting
and olt '

Tlenchard wonld gladly have jrined ; for the sequr
of the ctew had foated from the cottaga into the posch
wilh auch appetitivg disoociness, (st the meat the
anigns, the pepper, and the hedha coold he sevenlly
reocymized tw hie moes.  Dad ge sitting dowo s bobe

FFFS
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wnd-nab there woeld hays semoed to anark bien coa
implicitly pe the weatber-mmster'y opastls, he declined,
and went his way,

The neir Saturday Herchard bowelit gmin to auch
RN enormous exient that thers was quite & talk ghout
his purchesea among his rrighbowe, the leweer, the
wane= penchant, and the doetor! alis on the oeze, and
on all pyailable days. 'When his gpraoanss wer= full to
choking, all the weachercocks of Cnsgerbridpe cronked
and set btk e L analeer ditcenocn, as if veed of
the southwast.  The weatwr chaoged ;. the sonlighe,
which had been like tin for wesks, assumed the huss
of wypz,  The cemperatient of the wolkin paased from
the mhl ir o th= nn"'l.'.im:;. an eacelleni harot
=35 Almosk o mmim}';_i_l?ﬁ_n?n. CHOSCIUEncs Prices
rishied Jenim,

All these tznsfarmatinns, Jovely to the outsider, 1o
the wTone-beaded comm-depler were teerible  TTe wos
temalhded of what Be had well known befoes, that 2 man
might gamble upan the syuare green areas of Gelds os
readity as upon thse o & crrd-roam.

Henelxrd lad backed bad weather, and apparasdy
logt. He had mistaten the fum of dee Mool foc the
turn of ths ehh.  Flis dealingn hadd been =p extensive
that ellmioent cocld not long e postponed, and 1o
gettl=, b was ohliped v sell ol corn D e lad boughe
only @ few weeka bednre at Bgures higher 1:-:.' many
sthallings & guarcer,  Bluch of she oorn he bRd nevee
seen; 11 had oor sven boen moved fron Lhe ncks
in which & ky stacked mile away. Thuy he bt
beau'ly.

In the Hlaze af ao sarly Augoct day ba pst Farfras
in 1he market-place.  Farfram knew of his delings

“(though be did nor fuess 1heiz intended begring on
himsell) and copmgserated hiw; 0y since ther sz
change of v.'n'rd.ﬁm& Walk ther had been
ob Uy spoaking terme,  Ilenchacd for the moment,

are d
—



THE MAYOR OF CASTERBRIDOE

appeared to pecent the eyoepatby @ but ba goddenly toak
& rarelest furo.

' Hey, tuny 1wy [—qudthing arsiogs, en | ? he crigd witly
Bieecn gpaiete,  ©Theas thinga alwaye happen, don'd they
I koo It Ioe been sadd itk bgpures have tooched e
tight larety; bur in that anpthing rare? The cse s
mokb g0 bed aF ok make oot perheps. And damoy, w
toath Idst e & feed o mind the common hasands of
trade= | "

Eut ke had to enter the Caaterbridps Rank that dey
for pradond which twd rever bedore sont hion the e
and th w1 & ]IEI.I'J,H tme i Al l.'m.rl.r.u:r:lr miom with a
eeTeptraaned 'h.'ﬂ.'l'i.l'l_E. 1t wa3 numour=] sonn efier 1that
much real propemy, as well as vase stomd o produces,
in the wven and weighbonechuod, whock had etood in
lHenrcharl's nume, was potoally = pooperty of hos
tankers.

Cooudng down the stepa of the tank ha enocminlensd
_'|'|:||1-|n. The E'In-nmr transartioms jusl: 1:|:||:r|.1:|'|='|.-=-|! withim
had added fover to the aipinad sting of Farfrae's
swonpathy ar moceing, which Henchaed fancicd might
Le setire disguized, so Uat Jopp bet with anytoog
hiat = bsand ]'n_-u:,q:pﬁn:.n, e lotter was in the art of
taking off Ttos hat to wips hia [orebead, amd zaving,
1 4 Boe hot day* to oo oacquainiines,

"Vou can wipe and wips, and sy, # A fmebot day,”
can yol1' cricd Henchard in A svape gnderone, im-
poscning Jopp betwses Bimsell and the bank wall,
1§t hadn®t been Bor pour hlasted sdvics i mighe loyve
boeon @ fuwr day enowgh|  Why did ye lst moe go on,
Teww t—when & word of deoubt from you op apybody
woulil haws made me think twios | For rou can hever
e sure of w=ither tall "is ]'.v:uL'

*bMr edvico, eir, wea L do what peu thought
Lemad

1 A4 anefil Tellow]  And the spomec yoo help same-
body clse im that may the better ]* Tienchord contipued

FFL
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his pddrcta 0 Jopp in similar eermy 0l i onded in
Jupp's dismimal thess and then, Henchard aeiong
wpam hin besl znd lesying bim.

*Vou GhAll e sarry dor Llis, sie ) ecrey &B B MAN
an be |t mud Jopp, standing pale, and lvokg aler
U curn-merchant oy b disapp:ﬂ.wd o e crowd ol
markst-meq hard Ly



Xl

]".I" was the eve of lareet,  Prices being low Fadfras
wic boyng, A5 was osaal, afler reckonitg too aurnely
oo fiwine weasher, thi Ipcal Bamers had Bown w the
other extrecce, and (in Fatltac's opinioo} were selling
afl try recklessly—ealoulatiog wath just a wifle (oo much
2Ttaioty upon an abendant picld. 5o he went an boy-
ing ©ld worn e itd comparaiively Bdiceloons prics @ Epr
the prodwce of the previous year) theogh ont lrge, had
besn Af pxcellent qaolity.

When Henchard had sguaeed his affiom in s dises
ETCUE TUF, aod gut rid of b Turdenseme p1|1'|;.'|1.r|.5|:-5 at
R moanciroas Iess, e harvest 1:-&3111.. Thers were thmee
davs af cxecllent wether, and then—' Whae of dat cust
conjucar shocld ke nghn aftec 801 ' sid Henrhord,

The fact was, thot ne suoner had the sickles begun
ta pley than the atmosphers suddenly felr a3 of crema
wauld gram i b wachwout olher bounshmene Tt pubbed
pmp'lr.': chesks like d.a.mp Aanmel when :]11;_:,! malked
ahread,  There wes aopusty, high, warin wind ; isobated
rindrasa Haced 1he wandow-panss ab remnte Gistamoes
the sunlight wauld fap ouf like & ovickly opened fan,
Uoow the patlern of e window spon the Brew ab the
rem in 2 milky, colooedess ehins, snd wichdmw s
suddenly &3 it had appeared,

Foym that day aosd hour 5t wed cleac thar thero
I!E "
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wan Bob 12 be 50 wucomesfol gnoingsthenng sfter all.
If Hersehard bad cnly wailed boose cooogh he mighe
al Jeast have awvnades) loss, thoogh be lod nol mede a
peotie. Hut the momentum of his chamrter knew ng
patiencs,  Ar than tuen of tha acales ke rerdaised
gilent  The orvements of his mind seemad 10 tesd ro
tbe thowght that pomme power was working ogains; him,

T womder, e asked himesell with oeric misgiving ;
LE woncler if 30 can be tat swemebaody hay b oasling
& waxen ymags of me, or strming 2n unhely hew to
cotfound mel I doo't believs im such power; end
yetomwhat if Liemy shoold ha' been dowme 11" Exeo
b could not edmit that the perpetmater, i ang, might
ke Farirae.  Theae isolabed houes of auperstition cams
to Heodwrd o vbe of mwesdy depersalen, mlen adl
his practical rgenesa of view had poee=d oot of him.

Meanwhile Danald Terfrae peospered, e had par-
chased in uw depeessed a markee that ithe prewem
mrdemte stiffnesa of pores was sofhcient to pile for
him & large heap af geld where & liftle one had been,

s Why, bell ceon be Mavar!' said Heochard It
wu% inde=d hard that tle= spmker shauld, of abl odhars,
havoy o [ohlow the thamphal charict of this man to
the Capilil.

The ri'.l:ﬂr_l." gf the masters was Bken up 1:-}' tha m=n.

Scpem™er pDight-shades had  Gllen upsn Caster-
bridge ; U clnn:h had arrweck balf-past eighe, and tha
mopn hed msenn The simets of the fown wem
cunnusly silent for suwch & comparalively early bour.
A awud] of pogling horse-bolie and heavy wheels
pna.&nd upr the stosel. Tlese were followesd by angry
weiopd outeide Loreita™ hogse, which l=d her and
Eligbtwth-Jabe 1> an to the windows, and pull up
the Blinds,

Tha opporita Merket [Mocuse and Town, Fiall ghutted
againgt ils peat peighdour (e Church sxcept in (be
ower atorey, whon an oarched  Worgughfars gare
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admittance 1o B lange sqoaes called Boll Skke. A
_ Btooe pust rese in the migst, to whirh the ozen hml

fprmeely been tied for baibing with <degs 1o make them
tender befors ey were kalled in e adjodoing
shambdet, In o coower sinad the stocka.

Toe tharovghfare leading to (his ept =29 TOW
Eoched by twoe (ur-horse wacpons and horses, o
laden  wade  hayerosses, the leaders laviog almealy
|'|n.|.-|=c|. rawh other, and tennme ﬂnl‘.::rLgl-ﬂl;] head te tail.
The paceage of the wehicles mighe have been pracricable
U oempry; but baall up warth hay o e bedooom
winduws as one was, it was impoasikle.

V¥ou must kave done it ' poarpose ' sid Farfeace's
wagooer, Yol Ao bear oy bomcst Lells hall-us
mile 3uch & oighe as thint!

Il we™f teen minging vour basineas inctead of
awailing along i auch a pawk-Banitier way, pee woold
have zeed mal' e the wooth epresentative of
Henchard.

Homever, according to the awicl mule of the mad it
B.]:lpulih:ﬂ it Hendwnl's oun was mast in the wEOng ;
b= therefore ottempted 10 lack into the Nigh Strest,
In doing this the near hind-wheel rose apaoet e
clurehyard wall, and the whede inouotaoons load wemt
over, e ofF the fpuc wheels r.i::i:n.g in the gir, and the
Iegs of the thiil herec,

Inatead of conmderng bow 1o gather op the load,
the 1wg men closed in o fight with their Asts,  Defore
the frst round wR3 quite over Henchard came wpoo
the spia, aooebody laving ruo for him,

Hene-hard sent the toa men nm.gg:ﬁu_g' in oty
direcdions by collating ome with each heod, wmed 10
b horee that was dosn, edod sxttiated bio after same=
traalle. He dewo toyuicst inte the circomstances
pnd pesing the state of hiy waggon &nd its load, Leyun
botly ealing Farlrae's mzn,

Lurena and EligabsibJaoe bad Ly chis tma run

FE 1
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drmwn tn the door and opened i, whence eey wareloed
the bright heap of new hay Tying in the moon™ Tays,
and paseed and re-paesed by the rme of Henchard
and the waggooers.  Tha women bad wimnesssd what
nebody else hed seem—the onigin of the mishay ; and
Luacatra spoks,

1T =aw i1 all, Mr. Henthard ' sbe oged ) 1apd yaor
TR w35 mast it the wrong1°

Hencbwrd paused in bis harsngus and taepcd, * Ch,
I dido" Botiee you, Miss Teanpleman,” stid les  * My
man in the weang P Ah, 1o e sute; to te suem|  Hut
I kg pour pardon notwithetanding, The othees 33
the swpdy wapeon, Bned ba most have been most b
hlﬂ.mE Eu-r I:DCI'DiT!R’ ﬂTl.l‘

"Moo T sawit, a3, gaid Elizgbeth-Jane  'And [
b dasnrg pou be couldn' Belp ot

Wrou o' tousk M a=nses | F moormooresd Henehard's
TIEn,

*Why nae ' asked Henclard daeply.

1 ¥hy, yru aes, 2, ol the women ade’ with Fardoe
=—being A dron young dand—aof the et that he is—
ote Lhan sreepa inte & mud's heart like the giddying
worm inte @ sheep's Loub—makiop ciooked soco
StrRipht to their eves 1

‘But do you know what that Jrdy iz you bk atout
in such & faslooe? Dk yon koo thae I pay my
attentiony k3 her, and have for some Umer  Jour ba
carcful | *

‘Mol I 1 kbow vothosg, aig oulside cight shillings
n weak’

* And that Mr, Farfrae is well gwnre of thae?  ¥7ef
sl in 1rcle, Il e wounlde's do enything se omder-
hand as what yoao bint at.’

Whether becpase Lucetta heard this Inw didlogoe,
o nod, Ter whars BEees diseppearsd from her doorway
inwanl, and the door was shut before Heochaod oruld
reach 1t bt coorerss with her further, Tldy disappodnted

2
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hioy, for ha Bad boen auffrcicody dissurbed by what tha
man bad =aid t6 wish to speak 10 ber mome cloasly
Whi'e pusing the old conptably @me op.

‘ Just sma that webody drives against that hay and
waggoo lo.ndght, Stubberd,’ s cha corm-meska. I
must bide till the mmning, for all handa ore io tha
fields meill,  And of sany ceach or road-=REgon wants to
et dlong, el 'em ey must o rowsd by che Buck
sirepd, angd be henger to 'em. - o . Aoy ches Loeconw
up im Hall2"

*VYes, e Cine in bufober, 20"

i |:_:||.'I' what's thot? '

*An ¢ld Aagmnt female, sit, cwearing and committing
A Bhkabcm in & hocnble poefane bunonsr agaiost b
church wall, sir, as if "twere oo mere than a pat-bous=|
That’s all, Ft."

t0h. Tlee Mayac's sut o town, isk's e p?

' He ix, sir.!

1 Very well, then I ba there,  Dan't forget to keep
st eye oo Ut lay,  Goosd ol e'ye!

[uripg thase moments Henchard had determingd to
follow wp Luwestep, notwithstanding hee cdusivcneas, and
ba ewocked Tor adbossion

The answer be rereived wan an eapression of Mics
Templeman's potrow &t being unable to soc him again
that evenatig, beranse she lad an eaggugemett Lo po ok

Heznchard salke] away Emm the donr b the oppesite

_ida of the sred, and stood By his hay in & lancly
tevens, the crnstable having sepodled elsewbere, and (he
horses being removed. Though the moon was nat
bright as yet chers »eee 00 JRmps lighted, and e corered
the sladow of ana of the projecling jats whicl: fonoed
tha thnmughl'.:.r\e tu Enll Sake; here he wagched Lucetta’s
ey

Cla:uﬂaljghti were Bitting in and out of Ler hedmea,
end it wme ohwvious that ghe wma drﬂsi'ng fnr 1h= aps
peintment, whatever the oaiues of that might be &t snch
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n hour.  The Lights diaappeared, the cleck arewck nane,
el aimoet at the meoment Yordme ame rouncl the
opposite corner And knacked, That she hed been wait-
g just Latade four him wans cedan, G ehe Shaeaacly
openad tha donr herself They want togsther by the
maF of & GAck lanc wesemard, evoiding the feont ateect ;
glessang a1l lasn where they were going, be decerenased
to Badlow.

Tha barveas had bBeea e delaved by ohe capricion
woesther, than whenever a fine oy ccooed ol oorews
wern strainet 10 pave whot cogld be saved of the damogesd
cmpE,  On accound of the capid @hortening of the davs
the hervearers wocked by moosbght Hesce to nigln
the= wheat-fi=lda .=|E1I.11.1'i:|13' on the two 3ides af the sare
formed by Casterbridge down webs ghimaled by the
gathering hands,  Tleir shooes and eghier kol cmeched
Henchard at 1th= Rlarkst House, whils he stond there
wajting, and he bod Tobe douka from the turn shich
Farftis aud Lucerts bad eaken dat they wane lound foc
the

Mearly the whele tows Fad goos inte e fields, The
Cacletbncdge populace stilh ceained 1he primities halat
of helping one mpother in time of need ;) and fhus,
though vhe corms belonged to tha fwmug eectiobn of
Lienle ovmmmouniy—that inbabiling the Dumeeer quader
—the reowinder was no less interectod in the lwbour of
Eeting it home,

Emching the end of the lan= Hencharm coossed the
shaded avenue on the walls, 6lid down the green o-
part, and cboed avecagae the subble. The * etickies ' or
tlwwks mxe Like= tenis chout the :,'EI.ID"’ “I]Anse, rhu:&
in the distance becoming lost in the mosnlic hazee,

Ha had enleesd at & fdor veoioved [rooe the scene
&f 1ouoecdiate DEI-E!EI:ii.'I:I'L'I_; bt bwg oih=rs hai] entered st
that place, and be could seo them winding amang the
thocks, They wert papiog ne meghtsd bo the digection
o tbgiy wplk, whose wogue satpentining acon began to
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bear dow 1 towards Henchard, A meding promised 1o
b wwbmard, and he therefore sdepped into the el of
th= near=s shock, and =t down.

"You have my leawe” Lucstta wrs samng  gaily.
' Speak whae pouo Llike”

FWell then ! replisd Forfroe with the unmistakahle
infAlection of the lover puee, which Henchard hed neeer
heaed in full resasmnanes om hia Lips belorc, ©yom ares sum
tu be moch sought after for your posiuan, sealith, taleors,
ang beayty, Jok will ye eemist the tegptation o be
ote of Thoae ladies with lwa of sdmiirerb—ap——and be
cunteot th have énly & baoely vne ¢

TAnd he the spraker?' sabd she lughing. ¢ Verg
will, tir, what mewt2

‘AR' I'm afmid {ar what T feal wdll make me
forget My manness | "

"Then I hope peull never haves sy, if pou Jack
sz t!nl_'." fur thal cadse  Advs gooe= broken mdh.
which Henchard lgst, she iﬂdﬂ::.' " A ¥y agTe you
won't be jerlousd! *

Facfraw seecped o assure Ler chat be would wot, by
l:.kin; her hand

‘Yo sre convinoed, Thonald, that I love nodsody
elae, she peesenchy gd,  ‘PBor I sheadd wish b lave
mF oen way in soane things' .

'In everythime 1 What special 1hing did pou mesn !

EIE I wished noe to live almays in Castesbodge, for
inatznoe ; oo Boding that 1 shewld oo be happy bese 7!

Henchard did mnt bear the teply: he might hawe
diet 60 and much wmor, bt be did kot see v play
tht corvexlroppisr.  Tley ment un tuwards the scene of
petivity, whers the shearves gpre 'hr.-'i:ng harded, 8 daxen
& funule, upkin the cans and =aggona which cmed
them amay

Loretta insgsted om parting from Farfrae when they
drew mear the wotkpeople.  He had pome buosiness
with thee, oud, tlevugh e entrmiled bes o vt & fow
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minuted, sbe wad inererabbe, and opped off homcwarcd
Rlane.

Honchard thercupon left the ficld, and Eollewed ber,
His state «f mind was soch that un reackung Luceiisy
dooe e did pat Enn-e;L but nprm-d. it, amd walked
aepzight wp o ker eilling-room, expecting to find her
thoe.  But the rmoom was eanpry, aod s porecived
that jn his haste he had semehow rasaed huer wn the
way hicher, Ha lad net to =aie meny minabes, bos-
ever, for he soom bieard hec dress cosduosg dn che hall,
Inlipwad h:,r n soht -l:ln:lﬁing gf the door.  In & moment
shi appeated

Tlae light was =3 low that sbe did not rolice Hens
chord at fitst, A% 5000 a5 she saw him she otered 2
little ery, almost of rereor

¢ How can you frighten me so P ' sl exclaimed, =ik
2 Bushed Jace, 'Tt is past den o'clock, end yru have
ni right to Jurpose 1oc heve st ewch a vima,’

*1 don't knew that T've oor the nghe. At any mis,
I hawe the excose.  Is it eo necessary that T should stop
b0 think of mactert and cuacoms o'

+1t 3z teo Inte Eor ]:-u'upri.-ut:.r, anl migh! 'i:n.ju:re me.'

"I cadled an hour pgn, and you would net ses me,
and I thought you were in when T @lled mow,  Is da
oo, :|..|.1|.'|:I.1.:|.I who arg dnﬁng WTUDE. It is oot proper io
‘e 1o throw me o llee this, 1 hare plittle matter 1o
reoibnd pou e, whaeh pow geers we fege.

Slu= sank inta o chair, and turned pale

t1 dom't wane 1o hear it—I doo't want (o hesr it l?
ghe said thaugh her hands, 89 1e, Mandiog elose w e
E\'J.EE ol limr gnwo, bqg.an to albude to the ]i:r:r:]' |:1.|1:,'|:,

' Bt peu ought e heat " said he

eI caboe 0o oothing ; and throogh you, Then =l
ngt bear= me 1= freedoemy that 1 gn.".nﬁ:l. with zuch
surpaw?!  Had 1 found ihse you propesed be cnarey
mee i pure lowe 1 mught have felt boond bow. Hut
1 soon kamt thpt you had planned it ook ef mer
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charity =almest 41 an vnpleasant duty—hecause I had
nursed yo, angd rompromizsd myscell, and pou deughe
you must cepay me, Adter chat T did not care foc jon
20 deeply ay befure.’

*Why did Fon come here to fod o, then #?

"I chewght I oought wr aoaroy you for cobsciennst
l.lkn_, peOCE UL were Frm=, =ven ﬂmugh 1—did nat like
Fou A welif

‘And why-thes dan’t you tupk S0 ouw?!

Ehe was ml=nt. It wus only e nhanus that con-
soienor had miled well epough B new love had inee
vened, and wsurped thet rale, I Declog dos she
berself [argot for the sumeol bec pmedaily jestifying
n:g;umﬂnt—thnl h.a.ﬁng Avvcavered Henohaed's im Roomd-
fiecs of temper, she had some cacusa for el disking
ber happisess i bis hands afier once esopdog them
The anly thing she croeld ay wzs, '1 was & poor girl
then; sand now my cecumamneess have alleesd, ao 1
abn bardly the same peroos,'

1Thal's 1= Ard) it makes the canve awkword fog
me, PBot T don®t want to tooch your money, I am
gGuite willing thes cvery penpy of your propecy shall
Emin b yowt persunal ose. Hesales, thae orgnment
T3 mothing im it “The man fou ars (hioking of is no
betizr than I°

11 pou ware ga guod as b= you woold l=ws mel?
she oned p.::sinn.m-.l}'.

This uwnluckily arogscd Heochaed, Yoo eAmoot
in oot mefusa iee)” be sid © Ao unless Y EI'I.":
mMe FUT promise this wary night &> be ™ wite, befone
a wirnces, I'll rovesl our intmecy—in oo Bitoeas
L olber nxenl’

A lonk of nesignation setfied gpon ber,  Henthard
sy 153 hittermexs; and had Luperea™ hoart baen given
tn any other man o the world than Fadme= he woobid
protably have lad pity opon her gt that moment. Tt
the supplaoter was the upatart (as Henehard caflad him)
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wlwr had pcunted tnta praoipence opan las e wlders,
nordl he could briog bimszIE <o show oo mency-

Wichout anather word che mng the bell, and dipscied
1luae EE:&]JEIJJ-]:::L-E slwuld Le fewched from her room.

m latier lppen'rl_-d, squ'isq;d. in the midst pf her
lucubrationa, 49 econ 83 ek faw Heochard she ment
atecas 16 Lum dutafully.

1 Elzabseth-Jang,' he said, teking her hand, *I want
youa 43 Beat chis”  And buensing to Lueestar WL o,
of wil you BoL, maoy me? "’

11 yoe—wisk it, I must peees | °

*Vou say pes '’

'T do’

Mo sraner had she given the promise tham sha Fell
hack in 8 fainlisg suie.

VWlar domadbel I:t'I:II'IE drirgs her tnoaaw l.'h.'is, Rrthep,
when it t5 surh & pain 40 her #° psked Elizaber’, kneel-
ing down & Lucersa,  * Than't compe] Lee o do any
thing agiins lec wmlll 1 have lved w32l ker, ard
kuow that she rannnt bear mpck.!

'Ten't be & na’thens eimpleton [ end Heswha-d
drly, * This pooogse will lezve him fee Jor yoo, i
yob maol him, won't it3!

At this Lucstts socmed B0 whke faem ber swoon
with & slare

‘Him? Whoare pog taking abowt 7° sbe said wildle,

! Mobody, @ Exr a3 T aot conccrhed,' said Elizsalell
firmly,

(th—wedl. Then it is my mistzler, said Wenchard,
1Rk the basinges is berwesn me and Miss Tompleres
Ghe ageeas (o b2 o watet

' But den't dwell on it jost now,” entreated Blizaboh,
helding Lucetta's kand

'] dan't wish Lo, 3 she promises,’ said Herchand.

1T have, T hawe,' goannd Lucetta, her limba hangiog
Tike Aails, from verp oesery abd Eiaoseess,  * dbdwel,
Pleass dor't angue it any more1t
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*F #ill not,” he said. And mking op his lut be
wonl awdy,

Elizbheth-Jane rentinoed to kel by Eocera
"Whet i3 1his?® ehe maid, ' You clied my Gth
e Machacl ' oas i oo kaew bim well? And bow is
bt his gor 1ihis pawer over vow, thae you promes o
mnrey him pg.air.sr youag »ill? Ah—yno have many
many secrels fiafy e

'Feckaps yuo have some= frooe me,' Loceua wut-
muted, with clased eyes, little thinking, however, aw
unsuspictows wead ghe. that vhe eeeret of EligaTeth's
lacl emavcecenl e pouwngy men whe had caoacd 1hia
damage to her oxmn,

'1 would nos—do anyshing against you at allr!
starmtnerad Elabeth, kecguop in all signs of cmodion
bl she was readly te biarst. ¢ meoot wndersland how
my EGther Rn commmand you &e; 1 dan't sympathize
with bimm e it at all,  I'Ml ge to hio Acd sk nioy o
L LR 3.'|:||.1.r

Mo, nay' said Lusctte  *Let it ol bet



XXVIIT

THE next mnnﬁng Hunchanl went 1o the Town FTall
oppesite Lueeca’s house, tooattend Proy Sessioas,
being sUll & magivraes [r the pear by vidue of his 1lat=
positicn as Marar,  In passing he locked op at ber
windews, but nothing of her was o e acen,

Hencburd, 89 & Justics of the Preacs, toar at fiost
poem to ke oan ewen gosiler joocungouity than Shallow
and Silewoe themsehers, gy bis roegh gnd roady
perceptions, s clodge-bensmet dicteineas, hued odten
served him better thun nice legal knowl=dge in Qe
eparching such simple tasingas a5 fell 1o Riz hands in
this Court,  To-dey, Dre. Chalkficld, the Mayor for e
year, Twing alaent, the com.merchant teak the hig
chair, his eyma still abstracsdly steetching out of the
winduow te che sshlar frent of High Plase Hall,

There was ook ase only, am! the sfender stond
before him. She was an old woman of mottbed coun-
tenatice, anived i 4 shiwl af thae naseless Lppgaos
hge which TuIDEs, Lt cimnot b= made—a hye peither
cawny, massel, hazed, nor opsh; oA eticky Black bomact
that semoed te have beon warn in U countey aof the
Psalmist where the chou’s d.TnF fainerss, ; ongd an apren
thit had been white in 1imes B comparacively recent
B3 Ml 1 conerast visibly with the rese of bher doales,
The steeped aspect of the womuo an & whele stewed
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her 82 Be o padive of |he countcyside or even of &
GO AT Y-t b,

Lhe lorked cocioply a2 Henchard aod ibe s=cond
megistrane, and  Flenchord looked of ber, with =
racicitary paute, s iT abho had reminged hm indis.
l.'inl:d}' ol :u:r.eme!:." ar sunlzlhin;.; il pa&m‘.‘d frem
his mind as quickly @ jt had come. 4 Walt, and what
hat she besn dsing?? he said, oking dewn ab tha
chu rpe-abimat.

*She i3 changed, sir, with the of=oce nf -:li:nrd.r.'rl:.r
Eeenale aad nwisanes,” whizspered Siubberd,

S Whers dui abee do dar? ' said the ot paagistaes

1 ﬁ:,r the chuech, sir, gf akl the homribil= plﬂ.ﬂﬂ in th=
woeld =TI caught hee in the act, rour =orabip,”

FStand back then,' sa1d Heschand, ©end lal's hear
what pon’ve gk to sy

Subberd wag eworn, she magicimte's clerk dipped
bis pen, Henchard beiog be oore-teker himerld, and 1
cansiahle brgan—

¢Hearing & ilegal noize I went doen the sireet
AL twenby-fiva ounules past elcycn FAM ob the mplt
of the #fth inavoct, Hannab Daminy.  When I
ha.d—--’

*lon't go on Ao fasr, Siabberd,' said the cladk

The consteble wait=d, =th lus ep=s on the cedk's
pen, ll the ladder cteprned seratrhing, aad paid, @ yes”
Btuwhberd cootinoed: < Wlat T had procesded o e
gpot, I paw defendant ar Anstleer spel, namely, tha
geer,”  He pauwscd, watching the paint of the oderk's
JH=n ugain.

* Ctber, pes, Bru'bleard?

< Spot messuring twelva foot nine inchea or theme
alwers, from wheye I——' Sl eareful noe to owtran
the cleck™ p:nm:n:lh'lp, Grulalerd [.||.1|.|.Ed. up I.E;.u.'ln; 1Y ]
bavig gor his evidence by hear, it waa jmmaterial to
him mlepmlsuts be broke ¢f,

eI gbj=ct to thol,' apake op the old woman, 1 spor
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measuring bwetee feet nine or thereabouts frem where
1" is oot good evidenos |

Tl :nugi:mtuu l:r.|:|:|I|.|:|I:EIrJ7 amil 1.11.-: ll:i:nml LT :.lid.
that the bench wax of opinion that teelwe feeb nine
inchea feom R vean on bis oach was pdesiecibbe svidenos,

Swobberd, wills & suppressed gare of viclwrious rec
titude ot the old womap, continued 1 ' Waea slanding
myaelf, She was wambling akooe quils dengersus Lo
12 Uwtnoughtors, and when I appekacled o dow ner
she inmplt=d me?

"o Tmgulted Tas” . .. Wea, what did sl sapp”

1 5i zad, “ Put awop that dee lantemn,™ she anpst

Y "

‘Srys cshe, "Thoot Jeear, old rurboae-head P Por away
thot dee Laotero. I bave Boored fellows o des sight
finerinoking than p dee fool Gke thee, you soo of &
ke, dec mic il I haind,” alwe says

+T abyace v Ul convematin ! interposed the pld
women. ' 1 was pob capable encogh to hear what 1 eaid,
and what ie said cut of ey heang is noo cvidence,”

There wis dnweler seppage b caosoullaieon, 4 boeak
way teincred tx, and Hnn]l].' Siubberd wan allgwed 1o
po on #gain,. The truth wse chat the old womkan had
appesied 1B couct % many Buoiee bt thaa ehe agic
- tmtea themselves, that they were obiiged g0 kesp a
eharp look-out wpon their precedore, Howewer, when
Saubberd hal mmlled on & bele further, Henrhard
broke ot impatiently, CCome—ae don't =20t o hear
any mornr of thevw coat D'a and B'el  Say che wards
¢cut like 3 man, and don't be w0 owdest, Seglberd ;
or else Jeaye it alone |7 T1|.|11:'ng 1% thee woman, * Now
the, hava you ey questiona to ack him, or enythiog
toxard!

YVrea,” she replicd with a fwinkle in her eyn; and
the clede dipped his pans,

' Twenty vears aps [ was s eelling & formity jo &
tent gt Yepdon Fair !
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VT wenny it g P=——mell, that's beginning &t 1he
bEginn'tnEj NIWISE FOO Rk bark 1w il Creanonl®
paid the clerk, mot withoot saiire.

But Heochard #ared, amdd quite forgot what was
evickencs aml what was oot.

t A man aad R woman with & little child mme into
may tewl,” the woman oooumoed ' They sed down
ond had o basin apiece Ah, Lont's oy bife! T was of
A mare Trsprdahle statien in the world then than | am
new, beivg a land smageler in a Targe way of hucinesa
and 1 wicd o osedson my fwrooty with reoe oz the
who asked fer't. | digd it for the man; and then he
had more and more; Gk at st he quarretled with his
wile, and ofeoed 16 2l ber o the Joglesl tadder, &
sulor mme in o] hid five guinms, ond paod the
money; Red led her gway, And the man whe epld his
wife an 1t Beluot i Lhe s sitiing theos in o
great hig chaie! The speaker conclwled v nodding
her head at Wenchard, and felding ber arms-

Ewarybody leoked at Henchard, Hin faco ssemwed
atrarye, and in tint aw 0f it hal Tesn powdeesd ovec
with pshes. 'We don't wmnb to heze opour lile and
Redwemtweoy,' zaid eha seocnd magisccace charply, filling
the mmes= which followed  * Yoo've been askel of
Fou've RNFthing 1o szy beadog an the case.”

*That besss ooy the <gae, It provea that bhe's no
better then 1 and has ne Aght o e Useos ln judginent
upon me,'

*Tia 4 ooncoceed Moy, said the cleek,  © 5o hoid
your tongur |’

' No—tia trus”  The words came from Flenchaed
1°TEs B truc &3 the Lght,” ke sa0d shewly.  ® A apon
_ my aual, it dees peove thal I'm oo Letler than abic!
And to keep out of any lempiation to treat hec hard
fur her rewange, 1'0 leawe ber oo wou,

The sensution in the couct was indescobably geeat.
Ilenchacd beft the choir, oril cames oog, [aasLny |.'|1.'n|.'-1.||5h
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aprcup o people on the ateps and oulwds thal wae
much In.rg{:r thnm 1350l Far it seemed that the ol
(wrmity dealer had mysierously hinted to the denizens
of the lane in which abia had becn lodgog siice hor
ammival, that she knew & nquesr thing o7 s aboot taeir
great local man Mro Henchard, if she choee to el it
Thiz had booaghe iy bk,

*Why ore fhere sn many idlers mongd the Town
Hall todaye said Lucetta 12 hee sorvant when che
o wad ek, Sl had riaen Lioe, and had jua leoked
nut of the wintow.

"Chy, please. ma'sm, “tis this larry ebout Mr, 1Tenchard.
A woran has peaved (hae belvre he bovame & pestlemnn
he seld his wife for five goipeas 1o & bouth ar 2 !

In n'l the accgunts which 13reghard had given ber
af ke separation fram his wilfe Sutam for g2 mMeny
yeary, ul g bedief i Tec deatd, and en oo, Be had
TH TR 1;.'I|,-:n.'r|.3,' l-:l.'pla:ined the actina! end immeadiate @ose
¢l shat ecparscion, The story she now heard for the
Grst 1ime.

A pradua] missty orerspread Joostta's Gre es ahe
dwelt upon the promisc wrang from her the oight
before. At bolom, dies, Herchasd was chiz, How
termihle a centingency far 2 woman whe should commit
hersell ro hia care,

Dvunog the day she weor sub to the Biag, ad
ather place, not coming in Gl neardy desk. Asx soon
#a she saw Elizabesh-lane after her webarn indocts she
wibd leee thar slex bud cesolved o o away feas hodoe 1o
Lhey seaside far o bw daps—=to Pacl. Bredy ; Casterlaidge
was 50 gleomy,

Eliwaleily, sewing thot sl lovked wan pod diatorbed,
rnrourged her in the iden, thioking a change woold
&Mord her relicf, She could not Belp suspecting chat
Ehe plocn which seemned o hawve some over Casterhodes
im locetia’s epes might be pariially owing to the jact
that Farfrac wee away from homik
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Eluaabelb saw her foend depar for Port-Bredy, and
ook charge of H.'Lah I'tezre Hall Hll her zetorm. AlTer
two or throe devs of eoltude and inoeesant o Hen.
chaed called at the fouse  He seroied disappainted to
bear of Laucetka®s absenoe, and I:hnup_'h he neclded witls
outward sndiflerenes, be went away handling his heard
with & perded mien.

Th= nest d.:]r e oalled n.g:.in- *Ty abe cnme oaw P
Tz acked,

“Yay,  She retumed 1his moming,” replied bis step-
tlaughter. ' Jigt cher i3 neet ingdoom,  She has gane for
& walk along the trnpike-read to Port-Bredp,  She =l
ba bone by dosk.”

After o few words, which onby served to reveel b
restlegs impaticnce, ha 1ot the hooes agein



xix

AT this Tour Locstts wag baonding Aleng the moad b
Fort-Bredy just a4 ldizabeth had anaguneed.  Tlat sl
bud chosen o ber aficrnoon salk the roal aleng which
she hadl retomed Ly Custeebridps soes lwors earlice in
I m.n'lng: ms owrsans—if .in]-'thing skould be et
cubony W coneaeraticns of phenomens wherein aach
i known tn have s corounling cues, It wes the day
af the chiel mwtket—=sabiolay—and Yarfrae for apcs
had Dbeet mwsod drem bis corn-adand in e deadecs”
IO NE‘F\IEHJI.EIEHI it watk Eoowh Uat he weuld 1=
biora thee night—* for Sunday,' gy Castechridge ex.
pressed QL.
. :I'..1.|n:-=|:l'..17 in mlinu{nghﬂ' #ﬂk, tad ot I:ngt'h reached
the end of the TRnked tress which bordetsd the highway
in this and etbher direceions owue of tha tows. This end
markecl 2 mile ; and herm the= =I:|:|p!'rEl:L

The e =81 R TRz Letween two gentle accllyvides,
and the roed, aull adherng oo i3 Roeman ukilacinp,
streich=d ooward atn‘ight am o MLOTETOrA lin= Bl Yosc
eo gight on the most distant fdge,  There wan Beitlsec
bedge bot tee in the proospect oow, Lhe mad clinging
ta the stubbly expanse of oxm-lend Like a stripe 19 a0
undulaviog garmenl. Near her was a8 barn —the anple
building of any kind withio ber boerizan,

e sMmiced her erss up the desseolop rowd, buk
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nothing appesped thepon—not 50 much gt B apexk,
Ske sipleed ona wocd ' Thonald 11 and tursed bee Ges
ko the wwamn for Tetr=at

Ilere the cess wap difforent,. A single Agurc was
approaching her—Elizabeib- Tanee's,

Locutta, in wpite of her Juneliness, ss=mal a Jittl=
vernd,  Dlimbetb® focs, 35 e00n a6 5be recopmized hee
fricnd, ahaped bell ioeo efocHomare linca while yed
beyond speming distanwe. ¢ I sodidenly thoughe T weuld
come and meeet yop," she g@id, smiliog,

Lucctte™ reply was daken froma ber lips by anoune
expected hversion. A byproadl oo ler aght haod de-
sornda] from the Belilg jnto the highway ot fhe pewnt
where she steod; aned down the (rack 2 bl s ram-
Blang wieettanly iowards her and Elizakeh, whis, fuig
the ather way, did nat ohs=ree hioo

In the latisc quarker of wach year cabile WEre &1 onoe
the msinstey sad the weevss of famales abont Casier
bodge and ira mwighbourhood, whers hresding was
carred on with Atmabamic sacosss,  The head aof stock
deivet Inle and ove of the lown ae thit staaom Lo ke sald
by th= luc] auctione=r was wecy large; and oll thes=
Larned beasia, jn traveling to and frg, sent women gnd
children to shelter as nedhing elac could da. In the
buun ibtgfanmaly would lave walied aloag yowetly
encugh ; Tt the Casterhridgs treditrm wes hat to
drive ptock it wee indispeneable (hed hidecwa crica,
cobpled wilh Waboo actus and gearunes, shoold e
used, barge sticks Soyrished, stay dogs @llel in, and
in geneml everpthing done (hat was likely to infuriake
the vatoualy disvpeise] and lerofy 1be oold,  MNHeckusg
was commoner than for a hooseholiler, on going ot
of hie parloyr, (o find hie hall or pRseags Tull of Tittle
children, norsemaida, aped woren, or & bdies' acho,
who apalogized Bwr ther presenst by saping, 'A ball
paasing down abreet from the sabe”

Lucetta and Elizakeah pegrarded the anieal in doukd,
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e meanwhiles dmwing vagealy towards them. 1t =2y
a brge speciten of khe brecd, o ocolsur ciche duen,
thnogh chshgured ol present T splowcdws of mod abeut
his seamy sides,  His hams were thick aod tipped with
beasa ; his two nosirile like the Thamos Tunnegl as seen
in the |J-I=r!-:EIL'1:'L'i'|-'\E ELys of TorE. Betweny them, ﬂlrl:uugh
the pristle of his nese, was g stout capper fing, wealdel
o, and iteemovable a3 Guorth’s collar of hess. 'To
the oog was artacled un asdy stafl abaut & pazd benp,
whigh 1thz boll with the mptisns of his bead Bung alwut
like a Hail,

It vas noed Ul they olbearved ths dapgline sock that
e YRIEQE WRMER WeTe rr.ill:p flarmed; dor iL reweal=A
1o them vhat the bell was an old one, (oo snvape 19 he
cliven, wladh lad 10 auoee way ewaped, the araff boang
the me=anx b:r which the drover oontcoll=d lim and
kept his horna at arms' lengeh,

They laked oo for some shelter op boding plics,
end thanght of the kam hard by,  As bong as chey han
kept eheir eyes en the bell be had shown some defee-
rnee ino by manner of apposaci; Lol oo aooaer dul
ihey turn their tarcks tn se=k the harn than he tossed
bis biepd, and decided o thereuphly teeridy them,  Thia
cautisad e twr helpbess gicls o tuan waldly, whetewpion
the bull advanced in a d=bhbemate chage.

The barn ebedd behind s green slimy pond, aod it
wat closed stya ag e e of the wival pare of duoes
farang theo, which had been proappesd apen by 2 hordle-
#lake, and for thia opening ey made,  The interior
lavd Teen cleaoed by o ceceot Loul of thoeslong, exoepr
at nne =nrl, whees ther: wax a stack of |.'|.r:.r clawer.
Elizabeth-Tanc teek in the gturtion, " We moast elinb
up there,” shie sid

Hut befpre thev harl rren n]:-pnul:hra:[ it Th::,r Femared
the bull sesmpeering through 1he pond witkeut, and in
# secoodl lim dashed intw the baro, koscking dama
the hurdle-stakes in passing; ths heary doer stammed
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betind him ; aod all thres were imprisoned n the Tarh
popether, The mistaken creatyre saw them, apd smiked
towrarde the end of the bart oo which (hey bhad Bed.
The girly doubled so adredtly that their pumrwer wak
againet tha wrll when the fugitives were alrsady half way
to 1w other end. By e time (hat his length would
allow luow tu tum wnd follow them dhothes IJ:.!}' had
crossed over ) thus the porauit went on, the bot adr fom
his noetrile blowing ever them like & pirgoog, and not &
morent Teing attainubla by Elimlbelth or Locerna in
which Fa opra the dronr,  What might have hn]rpenbd.
had their giteatien continesd cannot be eaid; twtin g
m Ffew mocenes & wmetling of the door divtcted ther
II‘!'!-'EI.'!‘H.IJ’:.I"I Rtprominn, wnrd p mTan nppumed_ He mn
farward teeards cthe Tepding-staf, seized iv, and wrenched
the avimal®s head &g af e woold scap st of. Tl wrebch
was to redily so molent thet 1the thick neck seemed w0
hapre: Lk ita stifiness and o become half pamdysed, whilag
the noan dropped bBlosd  Tla peeoedinared human
vontmnee of the nae-oog was o cunning far lmopol.
sive brute fores, and the creaturs finched,

The man was eech 3o the parlial ghoor 10 be larpe.
froged and ooleatstang.  He led the Tadl to the doer,
andg the light mevealsd Heochard,  §le made the ball
fast withoat, and eecototed to the succcur of Luceita;
for he lad nor perosyed Elembeth, who bad cligibed
vn o Lha clurer-hm]n. Lyc=lle wpx I1}"|.‘|:-:ri|;=|l1 aod
Fenchard teok her in hin amoy emdd carsied ber to the
duat. )

' You—have saved me!' sbe cried, &8 sron e sha
conld speak.

'] have rslommad your Lindoess,' he espooded
tendecly. ' You anes sqved me”

' ITom—opmiea 0 bo B y0udemyou Y she asked, not
heeding hisg repdy

'l @mme gut hers to ook for wou, I hawe been
wanbing to toll pou soteibung thea two or does daya ;
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Lot wear Jave besn away, aod I coobd nob.  Parchape
FOu cannat talk onm#*

‘Ob—nel Where is Eliaabech !

T Here am 117 e glie oussing one cheetfully ;) and
withont wejtipg for the Ladder & be placed she sbid
down the face of the elover-etack 1o the flaor,

Henchard suppoctog Lucetta an one side, and
Tulisateetbi- _]'n.m: no the othar, t'he:,r weant :||.-::-1|.']jr .n.'||:-r.|g
the rising road.  They had eseached the top apd wece
descending again wleto Luoceita, now miech recovercd,
recallecterd that she had dreprad her mul in the Tam.

1IN mun back,' £aid Elizabeth-Tape, ' T don't mind
itat all, as I aan ooe Lized 29 you ace'  She Qeeeeipaen
Eastened downo a.gn.'in 1o the I:ﬂ.n:l, the oilwma prswop
iheie way,

Eleulwth anon found the |.'||.1.|:ﬂ'I such an artiele bE'iL'lg
by o meeany sRll AL thak time.  Coming et she paussd
Liz Teroke dob & monecat & the bol), now sohee to be pitied
with his hl=edicg oose, hoving perbhaps flwc ioweoded
a praciical joke than R muardec.  Ebanrhard had secuced
Turm by Jamasing tha stall dnde 1he bhings of the barn-
door, and wecdpng it there with 2 aimke. At leogth $hs
tucned 13 hasten opwerd, aiter her mnl{'rrl]'.'l.n'.inn, when
sle saw a groco-and-black gip approschiog from the
enmtoary direction, the velocle baog diven by Fadme.

His presence here seemed to oxplain Lucstta's walk
that way, Donald saw ber, drew wp, and wag hastily
mace aequaiofted with what bod orrored. At Elea
bob-Tane mentioning how geeatly Lucoila had been
keopardizad, b exhibited 20 agmatios difereor in kind
ng lesa thonm in intensity from any fhe had seen n
him betore.  IHe became so pbgorbed in che circom-
graroes Chat he ecwerly had auffcient koowledpn of
what he wasx 1.'.1:&:13 o unk of ]u.*lp:ng ker up ot 3]
him.

cCha lus gouoa cu will My, Heochard, vou seyd"
he 'inquimd b lamt.

. aqn
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"Yer, He i taking her honn,  They ara aliiou
Lhece by this time

s And yng are aure ghe can ged home

Elizabeth-Tane wwa quice suee,

Your aveplaiber @ved b= P

L] Enti'r:[}f.'

Farfrae checked his hore's pace ; she guesssd whr,
He was Uuonkiop vt a2 wauld be best mot +o ingrude
oo the nthee twen juat now. Henchard bad saved
Lipcarea, And to provoke a pogcible achilotionm of her
desper affimlion for fuiosell wid a1 ongemerogs ga ot
WRS LIOEIRE.

The immediate subjoct of thear kalk beng echanated,
sbe felt roore amlamaisusel ar sitking thus beside her
past lover; bot soon the two hgures of the others were
wigible ab the snimnce to the tawn, The fice of the
womao wad [esquently lumed back, ol Fadee did
nat whip oo the herse.  When these reached the tosm
walls Henchard and his companion had disappesesd
dawn e slbeer] Farrae get down Bhraleth -Tane
an her expresing o jmcurulac wish to alight thees
and dreve roand to the stablea gt the back of his
Lodzimga.

Jm thizs arcaont he =ntee=d the haoyse throogh his
garden, and geing ap to Wiz apartments found theo in
a Pecliculacly diziuetesd state, lhis boxes bwing haol=d
QU U the 1I.l1.'|'|.i:I'LE, and his bonkeape Bt.imd'ing in
throz picce,  These phenpmena, howeyer, scensed o
crw hin ot the less surptist, ' Whan mll evare
th"lng be xenk up?' he said Lo thee mastress of I:'I:||:‘|:|-[:|1,|.||-1
who =38 aqperintending.

‘T atn afcadd mgd baefoes eigld, aic,' said she.  FVow
ser we wamn'l owars till Uvis moroing Thet yog were
Eoing to move, o1 ws couldd have been lorwarder,

* A—well, mever mind, oever mind |7 =mdd Farfros
cheerily. “Eigla o'clock will do well eoough if it ke
oot leter. Now, don't y2 be standing bere Wlking, or
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it will be; gwelve, I doutt,”  Thus sprotiog he went ogt
by the frong door and up the stroct,

uong s ioperwal Henchard and Lueoeten had
had expeciences of & diffecsnt Yipd,  Miec Llizsbeth'a
deparure for the wmuff, the coro-eerchans epebcd hien-
sl fookly, bolding her hond witlon bis arm, though
she wogld [in have withdmwn it ' Tear Locetta, I
kave bren wery, very anxions ko sop vow chess twa or
three days,' he sad: 'ever 3o= 1 osaw vou sl
have thought wver the way } got your peamise that
night, Youn emid to me, <IN were 3 man I chould
ot o’ That eot oo deep, T dell e {ber= was
som= broth in it. ! don't want to make you westched ;
rnd to mamy me Jueg now would de that As pething
elag crodd oot B buae tea plain. Thersfoor I agred o
on indefinite engageovent—1o put o all wthoughe of
mln'is.g:; [ar o ear ar Ewa.?

tBue—bur—ean 1 do votbing of & differese Lind ?*
adid Loc=ta ' T am full of gratitode tn peu—30 have
Eaved my Tilm, And OUT (Rre ol me i5 like capls of Gee
ob oy headl T sam & monicd person mow, Surecly T
can oo someloog ue eElke fue your goodness— some-
l:hing [ni;ti.-.-.il?'

Henchard remeined in chought,.  He had evdemly
no expecled this, ' There Jy une thuog yoo wogl da,
Lucetin,’ he gaid.  + Hut nul emactly of that kind,!

tThen of mhat kind is k¢ ' abe sekhed with cencwed
Lmy I TIng,

1 must tedl Fou & peeret Ao ask it You may
have hesrd thet I bove boch wnlucky tus weae? T Sid
wlal I haws neves Jone Ml.‘lre—spumlal'.rd. nu]l]:.r_; |
i bsL That™s just pob me in o strast”

=And you would wish me to advenct aome neoncy P

Mo, nel' saad Heoehard, slmost in angee. = I'm
ot the man o SpROEs O 3 WOman, Even I.'h.m:lgh shm
TRy ke 30 neaely my oe™oR yow, HWe Taneiig ) what
Fou can do ir this; and It woukd seve ma My great
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evedilor iy Grower, aned it 3z ab bt hands T ahall sy
i at :.n:.rlmli]":; whil= a :I'n:lrl'nighr.’i. Tark=aranca on his
part womid o epough o allow ms 1o pull through
This oy be gor oot of bool b ooe way——that yod
waghd IeL 3L be kngwm 1o him that Jou ere my iniemded
—that we are to be quictly maeried in che oext oot
raght.—— Mook 30y yod bavew't beard alll Les
him have this atory, withoot, of course, any prejudics
bx che fact that the sctusl engagement bedweco we is
b e w Lomg oo, MNobody elye pesd Ehow: yon osald
g0 with me o Mr. Grower and judt I=t me sprak o
yo hefors him ms 0l we wers on 3pch terme, W'l
Ask him b Lewp LE ssemar.  Ha will willingly wait then,
At the fartoight's end I shall be oble to face him ; and
I can coolly tell him &kl i3 postpored Tetwein ga for
yeaar or Lwo,  Noe & ool in the dewn need Enpw bow
Frve helpal e Sioce youo wigh b e of wse therefi
your =gyt

It ko now whan the peopls called the ¢ pinking in "
ol the i;l'.l:,r, that im, the :lu:hr'-l.tr-hn'u.t just bedinrs dusk,
be did mot At Grst observe the result of his owo words
upon leec

* If it were anything else* she Tegun, aod the drymess
of her lips waa represenited in her voice,

‘Buat i 14 such & litebe thing ! © e aaid, with & deep
reproache 1 Lese than you Bave offerede—|ual the b
ginniog of what you beve o btely pmmised | 0 ooald
Lavs bold bim e mach mysell, but ke woold zmot heee
basli=resl mat

‘It is oot beoaure T won't—it iy beavuer T absclatsly
cab'," elwe gadd, with rising distresa,

Voo ore pnwviikieg | * he bort ouk. 7 I¢ 18 eeough
to mRke me mmmmnynutatun:lih: Yol
bate

+ 1 canfeit £ L aba insawbed dasperstaby,

*Why? When 1 hard oaby within thise (9w thihar rs
lawesd you fram paur prommes to da the thing of-hand.”
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' Beeauge——he was & witness L'

T Witnma ¥ OO0 whare P

M [must 2 pou——.  Dopt, don't upbaid meb?

+Trellf  Let's hiar what you mean @'

+Pitnes of my mecrmage— ke Gromer wag b "

i MF.J'Iii.E\'I_'. P

‘Wen, With Mr Farfraw, O Michadd| Iam alrendy
his wife We weme mamed thay week at Port-Hreds.
There were reaseme AZRIDSE our dwing it hers. My
Cromat Wit & wilbes besanss he happened do Do st
Fort-Eredy 2t the me."

Henchard etmad g IF idiotised,  She =4 a0 darmed
i hus salepos that ahe wrmorsd eomslosg about
Lending him sufficent money to Ude over the perilious
formight,

daced ldm P! @id Hendhard at keoglh, My
godd—what, guorisd him whilst—bound 1o maroy
me

‘It was bke this,! she explained, with e o bet
eves RNd quavers in ber voice ) don‘t—adant be crual |
I lowed hiwy e much, and I lhowght yoo mighe Eell
him of the past—and that grieved mel  And then,
when ! had premiesd yoo, I learnt of the remour that
you had—=eld pour ficse wile st a Qe bike & borse or
cow |l How cooll I keep my promise after heanng
that?# I oould not risk myself in your hands ;) it
wiopld have been lewang myecll down o wke woor
rame ofter such a scancal. Mt I knew 1 shooad Jus=
Donald €T didd not pecare him at once—~for you wauld
carvy out your threm of lelling bim of oor fomne:
acquaintance, a3 lang an ihere wzs o chance of ke=jning
me for youreclf by doing oo Bub voa will not do <o
cow, mill oo, Maclasl ; Gt iy Loo late to sepaate ws d

The nentes of St Patee’s belle im fll pal had Tee=o
wafird to them while e spoke ; and now dee pesial
thumping uf = wwn band, s=nreoed for s wnstuored
uia of the drum-stick, (hrobbed Sown the siroct.
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©Thei this racket they aee making is on acaoont of
I, T sopqruse P saig be

' VYer T {hink he has 214 themn, or slse 1. {romer
her . . . May 1 k=awe you pow ! My—he was dle-
uated al Poc-Bredy toaddy, and senl me o & few
houra before him,”

*Then it ia &' eal?r [0 T have paved 1his afemaan!

"Yes amd he will be for ever graccfol v pon,”

‘] am much oblig=t to him. . . . Oh, wou Qs
waman 1' burst from 1Tenchard. ' You promized me!”

*¥ee, veal  But i wad winder compulsion, ard [ did
il knaw all your pasle—"

A Ahnd now I've 2 mined t punis'h FOU 04 FOu cl=na e |
One word g0 this bran-vnew huaband of how you conrted
Hie, amd yout precious luppiness is blawn bo atodes |

! erl'l.lﬂ—]'.\ﬂtr me, and b ERNETOUS 1t

Yo don't desenve pity ] You did ; buat pou don'
now.”

“U'll help you to pay of ymur dopt.”

‘A pensioner of Farlftae's wifplnon IT Twen't stoy
with e looger—d slall sar semetlong worse. Go
home! "

She digappeared under the teess of the pouth wolk
Bs the band came roond the corner, awabing the aokoes
of every stock amd stone in celshratiem of her happiness.
Luoetta took ne heod, but ran op e beck strent mnd
rexched Twee own lwme 1.||:||rer\-|:.=i.1.'u:|.
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FARFRAE'S words to his landlady hod referred ta
U= cefmonal of hia boxes ane other effecas from Tis law
kxdgings to Lucetea’s howse,  Tha work was not heavy,
ure it had bean much hincl=red om aecoieol o the fre-
gueal FALECE Oesgesitated by exclamationa of aueprss
ay the evznt, of which Qs giced wanan lad beea boely
informed by better o Bow hoors earlier.

Ab the last mement aof leaving Porl-Brady, Faclae,
ke Jolin Gilpin, had beeh detaaed by impociant cus-
tomers, whom, even in the esceptionol rircumsianceg,
b wat non the man ko peglect,  Moseover, theee mas
a convewicikit i Luccoa aerivimg frst al bher bowse,
Nebody there ws et knes what had heppensl ; and
phe was best in p pesition tp beeak; the pews b the
inooates, 215d give directions for ber hustind's acom-
madotian.  He had, dierefore, seol on his two-days'
brige in a birsl broogham, whilst he went aceesa the
oniniey 00 & comain greup of wheat and barley ricks
1 few oules of, teliog bev the heer 21 which he might
be expected the same svening.  This Accounted for
her toobvang ok Lo wcst him afver their sepaction of
frur hewrs,

By p strenoous efort, after kawing Henchard. sha
mlmed hersell in readinesa (o rocews Donald ar High
Flace Hall when be came un frem his kedgings.  Ong
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supreme tact empowercd hee to ahin, the eenae dhat,
weacie what would, sle had seeupsd bioe. Hall-aodseuwr
after her amival he walksd in, and she met him wGth
B rolieved gladneccs, which 8 menth's penloga ebsenoe
ediuld meirl bve adtentafiee

U 'Thec= in ane Uuing | have nat dooe; and yet it 9
important, she sAid earncstly, when she had findahed
wlking abour Jus adveoture with the boll, = Tha i,
hroken the news of oor marmage ta my dear Elizabeth.
Jane!

<Ah, and vt have oot he sad chooghtfully, I
gave her o hft from the Yam homewands, but T dil
nat ted] hee cither; for I dhought abe might heve hesed
of ik e 1w oy, and wsas beeping tack ber congratola-
wens from shyne=n, wnd 2l that *

E5he can hardly fave beard of 3. Dt T'L fnd gut )
Tl go to hee now. And, Doseld, you dos't mind her
living an mith me juat the sude as bedoes b She is =0
quict end unessuming.”

"Oh o, indeed I don®t” Farfme anewcred willy
perlaps, a fwoe awhwerrdoeas,  TBet T owonder of she
wnuld rape Wt

"Oh weel? peid Lucetm esgeely, T am suee she
wiould like ro.  Beswdes, poor thing, she has no ofler
bome?

TFrrftace Jooked at hae, and saw that she did ook auas.
pict the feccet of ber toere rederred foend He k=4
Ter all the better Bor the blindness,  * Armnge es yon
like with her, by all mesna,” be said, ‘Ie is T who
have vome b yoatr hoose, bat Yoo 1 mine!

1Tl ron and spraX to ber,” aeid Lucetta,

When she got upstairs to Elisabwih-Tane's room,
(he latter bad mken off ber out-door things, and was
presting aver 2 hoak.  Laostta foond in & moment that
sbe Fad mot vot loarmt the newa,

FI did not come down t0 you, Mus Templeman,*
rbe maid mmply, ‘I won moming e e i you had

ach
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quite Tecoverecl Srom yoor fmght, Lut I foood vyog
bad & vieitor, What ace fhe lells gnging for, I
wancbor 0 And e band, toe, i3 plaving,  Sobesbedy
must be mamel; or el ey ac= ]:u'.:rJ:i!.'in;i' Ior
Christmsa.’

Lloceia ouered 3 vapgue *Yes' ol seating Lerseld
br the nther waing waman, koked mosingly et ber,
“What & londy creacure pou are” she presently eaid;
therar faceng whal'ds goldy on, oo wlae people ans
Wwking eshout everywhere with keto interest. Yoo
gheuld get out, pnd goasip aboot s other women do,
and then g wgulde't be oRiged 1o ask mc 2 gues-
tion of that kind. Well, ovw, I buve sumething to
eell yon,?

Elizalumily- Tanh sand shoa was s plad, abd muade hersall
penepitive.

'] must go miher & long w8y back,” aid Luecina,
the chitbeolly of explainuag berscll satiefctonly 10 e
pu:.ndcrin_g pre beside her pnu‘inﬁ' men: apshareol af
e syllathe, Y You cemember that tiying caes of con-
saenwe T otold wou of semoe time pgo—elood thee firse
lgrar, and the s=cemd Jower P* Bhe Lot aun in Jerky
pkrases R leading word or two of = story she had
okl

'Oh yes— remembeac; the atary of yewr freed)
maid Elizabeth drily, regarding the iriecs of Lovcetta's
tye= &y Astugh o catch their exeet ahade, *The teo
[overs—the ol and the oew - bow she wanted 19 maoy
the aecend, bar felt she ought 1o maery the first; o
Uut the good sl would kave done <he did net, and
the ewil that she woold ook, that she dudeeeracely bke
the Apoctla Faul”

‘b ao; ule dido™ do oevil emactly!' 2a0d Luocetta
hasiily. .

tEur vour eald that she—or a3 I mar saF peue™—
answered Elizalwth, dropplng dwe inaek, ' wers w Bonoure
wad conacience bound i marty the dint? '
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Taucetta's bush gt being 3czn through mme amd
went it before the rephied aoxiowsly, * You will never
bl this, will vou, Eli=beth-Jaoe +*

*Certpinky nnt, iE rou Bay Teot,”

“Thien T will 1el] wou rhar the case ls moms oomplis
m=ted—worse, in Bet—ihan it seemed in my stomy. [
ard Whe first man were thrown togecher in R stange
way, afed fell ibae wo ought to be oniced, B8 che warld
ha edieed of on. He was o wisdower, ac he suppasd
1Te had net heard of his first wike for mapy years, Dt
thi: wiln cetwbned, &nd we paeled,  She 3 oo doad;
aod s luebaml comes payiog o= audresnes Iﬁﬂ.‘iﬂ:
saying " Nowwe'll complee poe porpese"" 1ot 1hize-
teth-Taneg, all this amounia 1o & oes courship of oo
h}'l:.im; I was absolved fotan Al v hfl:l:lt peliern of
the ather woman'

* Have you oot Tateby remewsd your peomize? ' gasd
the pounger mith :lu.'iul. asnrmuse She bad diviped Man
dumber Qe

''Thar was wrubg foacn tne Ly A threa

I Wes, it was.  Buor I think when any one geia
coupled 1p with & man i che pase s0 wnfartonately w3
you have dotie, il owglit 1o becooe wa wike, i sbe
an, =ven if she were not the sinning party.”

Lucetta™s cowntermnee lost ite sparkle.  * He barned
out o b 2 man I shoold be sfrad o ok she
pladel 4 Realy afawdl Aod it was as bill after oy
renewed peomise that | knew it,'

Ve there 49 canly one course 1=fe bo hooesty,  Yau
must remain o singde woman.t

* Ryt think agein!  Thlo conaider——"

€T apn eceeain,' incarsupled leec coowpaoion harddy
"1 have gu=ssed veécy well who the man ia. My Rther;
and I gay it i2 him o0 nobody for pom’

Apy suapicion of impropoety was o Eiizalseth. Jan=
ke o red mp w & bull.  Her cravieg inc comectness
of procedure w25 inderd, Almast vicous, Owing e

agd
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bre machy Ttruhles with regacd te lser mpther, & sem.
blaice of iteegularicy had treerors ter her which shose
whose napwes abd safepoarded foone Suspucssn  Eoow
nothitg of. ‘Yoo cught to mary Mr. Heochard oc
nu:ul:rlxl_:,"—mr!a.'m'lr ol annlhee men!® she went on
with & guivering lip, in whoae movement ewo passiany
share=d

11 dom™t rdmit that © ' £2id Tuestta passonake]y.

tAdmit it of ned, I8 T3 true !

locetta comvered buer £y witl: Tier :ri.ghl hand, os
il she could plead oo mwr, hilding oot har beft b
Elieaberh-Tane,

1%Why, yau Armre mumed ! cced the Lltes,
jumping up with PPleassite plier 2 ghnr.r. at loreita™
Angers, ' When did you do itF Why did won moe
tell me, natmd of [meing e ke fus® How wvery
tongutabls nf wu | He eid treal my omesther hadiy
OO, iT BCOEME, in R mamend of indaxicntinn. And i
iy lpud that T 93 arcrn somclnscs,. Bur you w3l
le Lim entrely, T am sune, wilh yoor beauty and
wexlth and .l.rmmpl'ishmi.-.nts. You arr th= womon
T will adere; and we shall ali three be happy dogecher
ovw !

10hn, my Elizabeth-Janes!" crird laoostts disteees-
fully, *"Tlis epmecbody cloc that I have maericd | I
s o e perate s Bciid of being fonoed e anytlung
else—an wimid of rew=latinna that would quenrh his
lowe for me, that I sesedved to do it offhand, come
what tughe, and purddwee 8 wevk of happiness ar aoy
oos1l?

'Vl havie e mareied M1, Farfrae?' coed Elizabesh-
Tatie, in Walhan tooes.

Lucetta bomed.  She had eoorersd, Fercslr,

"The belle ars nnging on that account' ahe said,
"My lhuslaod iy downsfairs. He will Lire bece bl &
ohoce svitalbde heas= 13 ready for os; and 1 have wald
him that I wan! you to stay with me just s3 before.”
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"Iet me thaok of it alone,' the gicd guickly replied,
corking wp the jurmeil of her feeling with grand
cantral.

"You shalll 1 am sore we shall be bLappw boe
Esthert

Luccrta departed to juin Thadald belaw, a wapas
unwsingss Bnating nver ber joy at sesing him quibe aL
homa there. INot on accound of her ftiend Elizabeth
did che feel ie - for of e beinnga of Elzabeth-Tane’s
oLy 2l kad pob the leasi suspiaeo ) bob un
Henchard's glone

Mow the fparant dedison of Swosan Heochard™s
rlﬂ.uﬁ!ﬂ&t w11 to dmell in that house ne mone ..‘I.]:a.rl.
fram hes escimate of The propricty of Lucestta®s condoct,
Farfrac had beeo ao aeacly e avowed lover chnt she
felt aha could not a%ide three

It was =cil] early in the evening whem she hastily
put on ber things and ment wor Inoa few minulcs,
koaming thi= groond, she had found 2 suinble lodging,
gl armnged to entor 3t shat oighe.  Estornming and
entenng Naisclessly she took ol e precy dzese And
arcayed leerself 0 2 plaio ane, packing wp the other
to keep a5 ber best, for she would have tn ke vesy,
ecanomical ew, Sl wrole a nata 1o Jeave for Lucere,
wlo vz closely abhut wp in the drawing mooe with
Farfme; angd then Eligabeth-Jane called a man with
& wheclbacrow | and aseing hey boxes put indo it she
eristled off down e stre=t to her oomy, Ty ween
in the street in which Henchard Jived, and almos
oppacite hiz oo,

Here she ot down and I;n.‘ll.'l!i-l!l:l.‘El! e oiemna of
subisistence, The little annual sum sefled om her by
her ptopfacher woud kecp by aond sl opether, A&
wonderful skill in netling of 1l sprt=—acigeired im0 ehild-
ki By naking seines in bewson’s heme—myht serw
hesin good stead s and her atudied, which wcee pursusd
uoremitiingly, might serve ber in anl et
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THE MATOR 9F CASTERHREIOGR

By iy voee O maroaes that had Laken place wan
Ynowmn theanghnnt Casterhridlpe ; had hien dircumed
na-ily oo Ecrbetancs, coanfidenfirlly behind cowntees,
and jowially an dee Tluews Muooers.  Wheiddwr Fadee
wogld g2l Ris basiness ancdl sat opr for a gn-nt'lﬁmn OT
kit wife's woncy, o whether he would show sndepen-
dence envugh Lo stick fo bos tmde 30 spoee of his holliane
allizpce, wal & great point of interesg



THE petort of the [wrmily-woman cefore the mamis
teales had apreacd ; and in Burand bweniy Jwors thees
was el a person in Czeterbrdge who cemoined gnog
quainced with the atory of Heoachard's mad fecak
Weydon Priors Fair, leowy yedirs befups The adiemis e
had mucle 10 after Wfe were Inst sight of in the dramabg
glare of the arimine] acd. Had she incident GLoan well-
known of ©ld and always, it maght by s eboe laye
gromn ter e Lightly segarded an the mther tll wild oat,
hut well-nigh the single one, of & young men with whom
the steady and mature (i semewhat beadsirong) burgleer
ol bovday had sarcely 2 poiot 20 cooimon. . Het the act
having lain e dead and buried ever since, the interspars
of yeara waa wnperccived . and the biack apot of hia
yeratle ware Yo aspect ol 3 revent cime.

Aoall an the coort incident hed been in itsell, it
fermed the odge or torn in the ineline of Henchard's
foctunes. O that day—ahoos al that minote—be
passed the odge nf prospecity and honour, and began
b desrend mpidly en the other side, Tt wae strmnge
bow scoay be sack bl eareeas,  Socially he bad coceived
a stariling Bllip downwards ; and, havioyg already bast
camrpercial l:tln:,.‘:'l.r.rr:,r fram rash teansadrtions, 1The velocity
of lue descent im both aspects bocame sccelerared cvery
haur.
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THE MAVOR OF CASTERORIDOR

Ht now goezed moee &0 the pavesmeots, wwd bess an
the hovse. foones, when be walled zbwut ; more 21 the
et end Ingpings of men, and bese into the pupils of
their cyca wich the Hezing regard which formerly had
made Lhem Idink

Mew svents combired t2 undo him.  Ir had becn
L bad year for orhess besides himsell, anad the heavy
Gllubz of a debitor whom be had tusted geremuosly
completed] the cverthrow of his loglering coedid,  And

- mow, ik hig desperation, he failsd o pregsesee thal Bibwt

vortepedence between holk and smple, which s the
ol of cammensse in grn'in. For (his, ene nf his mon
was meinly to blame; that womhy, in hin groar vo-
wiadom, hamog packed wvver Uie sample of an enoomoos
ipantly of eecood-mte corn which Flencherd had in
hand, Aand remowved vhe pinched, bbzstod, and smuled
g't'a.im. i Rreal nuembars,  The [.lmd.u-'_'él if ]um-u.-:ll}'

;nﬂ'erb:l, wnuld hawe creatrd po scandal; bt the blgn-

der of misrcprescniation, ©oming At fuch a3 mometn,
dragped Henclued's name inea e dinde

‘The details of his fuslure wers of the ardirary kind.
e day Clizabeth-Tane was passing the ¥ing'a Arms,
when she paw people bumling in and oul iwes thoan
mal when there was no market A basfander in-
Tormezd her, with peme agtprse af her igrornee, that
i owad & mceting of dhe Commissiobers whder Moo
Henchaed's lankmoptey. She fot quite tearful, and
whem she heard that he wes presend in the hoee] she
wiphed 1o go ih &nd aoo him, bue wee edrvised ooy 1o
inzude that dary.

The reem o which debtor and ecredilors had ae-
mbled =as & Oons e, and Heawlaod, locking wu
of the wendow, Jud caught sight of Elimbeth-Jane
I'J:||.1:||.15'|1. the wire hbtind. 1Ty gxamingsion hed cloard,
and the credicors were kaving, The appeatdnes ol
Elizabetl. threw him inta & meverie=; fll, wming his
b from the window, pnd towedng above all the e,
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THE HAYOR OF CASTERBRIDGE

be mlled ther attention fur 4 momeot mee. His
cognierancs hed somewhet chonged from gte Aush of
prosperity 3 the black bweic and whiskers were the cama
2y myprs, Luet & Sl of #3b was over tha nest,

t{rentlemen,’ he xaid, “over and alare the assets
thet we've Letn talking aont, and that appear oo the
balaposrabics, iere be eese, It all beleags o e, by
much as everythung elee I've zof, and I dun™t wish to
krep % from oyou, e I Daying this, he teak his
pold watzh fbom hiz pochet, snd 1a3d it o the table;
then hus pume—rehe yellow aons maneylag, socl as
wak mred by gl farmeoy and dealec—untying it
and chaking the money oub upon the tahle beaide the
watcle  The larrer be dbew back quickly oy an iwwane,
in remewve the hairpoarl made aod preo bim by
Locctts  *Thers, now you have all [ve got in the
world," he 3aid  cAnd I wish for your selsa 'vwas
muTe”

Tha creditors, farmers glmost ta g wan, looked s
ke warch, and &t e mobcy, aod inbe che sreeet ;. when
Yarmer Jomes Ererdene spoke.

v No, o, Henchard, be sid wermby. ' We dono™t
want chat.  "Tie horourable in wa; boc keep 3. What
di yoo =y, omphloors—du pa agnee '

Ay, sure: we dor't wiad it ab 2l zaid Cingwer,
mnocher creditor,

Flet Jum Leep 3t of ceurse,' mormored arother in
the harkgrennd—a gilent, msereed poung man, named
‘Bokdwond | and tha #oat reaponded wnanimoualy,

EWl sad e senior Commissioner, sddrmasing
Heanchard, 'thoogh the case ik & desperate nne, 1 am
tound o admit that I heve never met a debtor sho
bebewed moea frdy,  I've proved the balance-slesy o
Lz 24 hooestly made oot ox it could possibiy be; we
hare hadl ng uohle; there heve been mo evasions
ard oo concealmends,  The rashoess of deabng shich
Isd to this wbheppy situation iy ghwoes eogogl bt
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THAE MAYOR OF CASTEFRBRIDN:H

it G mf T oo des svery alletapt hag been mads e
wvnad wmeging aofhbady.!

Henchard was more afcesed by Uuds chan he oaeed
o Ber ther perceivs and he turoed aside 0 the window
I.P.i.TL A gr.mr.ﬂ murmar of agTenmani {ollpwed the
Commissioner's worda; and the necennp dispersed.
When vy were gooe Hapchamd cegunded e wawch
they hod retomed to hime  *™isn't mine br ﬁ.al'l‘.:,'
be prid b himsclf, ' YWhy the devil didn't they eake
i r=1 don'y want wiat don't beluog bo we 1! Bowed
11}' a recolbection he togk the wotsh tn the Deker's
joak cpposite, a0ld it thers and thee [or what e deades-
nun pfeped, and weat with the poucesls W one aoung
the grmiler of his creditory, & rnttagre of Ixpmmarver,
in simitened circomstances, o whom Bt handed 1hae
MOAEY,

When evervthing was ticketed thay Henchard had
amTeid, 2Ted the ucliond were il prisgress, Uuees A4S
guile & sphnmpathetc reaction o the iown, which bl
theo for game time past hed done nothing Tt oon-
damn him, MNow that Hewhard's whole caesce was
polursl distinctly to his aeighboes, and they oouwld
see how pdmimbly be had pyed hie one talent of energy
0 cooabe & podition of aflecoos ot of abuolueely nothing
—which wax n:nU]r all h= could show when e mmoe
the town gy 5 jouroeyman hay-tmaser, with hiy wimhle
emd knita ko hiv beekeb—ibay wondeesd and regratied
his Gl

'Trp g3 sha might, Elizabeth could never mest with
hicw, She beliewed duw luro ewll, dewgh bobody elia
did ; and ahe wacted 1 ta ollowed 1o orpre ham doc
hin roughnass ta her, and 10 heolp him in kis irenble

Lhe wrota Lo lum; be did net reply.  She then
went 1o his bouse—the great howse she bad bred 10 a0
hapoby for & fime—uith s front of dun brigk, vitdbed
hare prd thats, and its heavy sh-taa—but Henchard
ik by b ko there oo mom. The ex-Mayor had ladk
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THE MAYOR OF CASTERBETDOE

the home of hia procpenty, 4nd gone inte Jopp's cottape
Ty the Foore Mill—0x sad purlied Lo wloch he Jad
wanderrd on the night of hig discovery that sbe wax oot
his davghtee.  Thichee cha wet,

Flieabeth dwughe it odd that he had fized un 1las
Fpat to relire b, hint assgemed chat Acoessity had no
choice, Trors wnich seemed old enoogh to have beck
plantedl by 1lwe Eraca =mall siowel arqund, ancl e back
hatch of the originel mil fet Goroesd A caccade whach
had ealged ite teerific coar for centercs,  The cotge
ilsslf was bwill ol ald stones from thie long dlunanebed
Triacy, sraps of 1@rary, moulded windaw-jambs, and
archabels, being mixed in with the robble of the walls,

T whos vortage lee drcupmed & couple of bumas, Jopp,
whom Hencharl had employsd, oliesed, jobsd, aml
dismipssd by tums, being the houpehalder,  Iat even
bhera her mepiather could nob e peen

' Wat by his daughter 2 ' pleacl=l Elizabeth

' By natady—at present ) thet's Lis ordsr,” s wR3
inforowed,

MAlterwards she was p.u:in_g 1_'13 thet rorm-xtgras and
hRy-beme which had been the headquances of  his
bosiboas,  Bhe knew that be muled U= no Jooger ; bt
it was with amaz=ment that che I\:gnn_"lec_l the miliar
parewzy. A amear of decisive bead-coloursd paint had
bty laid on eo pblierate Hendhand's oane, thoogh it
lettees dimly Jonmel through Like ships in afog.  Chet
fhese, in Trosh white, spread the name of Frimee,

Abel YWhartls was edging 1oy skelei o at tha
wicket, and she xaid, ¥ Mr. Farfrae is master here #°

*¥aos, Miss EFlenchad,' he paie, ' Wz, larfrag heaze=
Eoughe the cewcech dasd &l of we work-folk wich b
ond 'tis beteer for wa lkan Ctwas—ikowgh 1 sloaddn't
nny that 19 YRIL &Y R d.aughtfr-Law. Were work harcler,
but wa bain't made efcard new 1t waa fcar made my
few poior hairs 30 thin! Mo lusting dov no slamming
of doon, no meddling with yer ctermal sag! and all

athd
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THE MAYOR OF CASTEREBRIDGE

that; and though ‘tis o shilling a week Jess I'm tha
ficher man; for whae's gl the word if yer mind in
almaye it w larey, Misa Heoelel ¢*

The :inlell:'uunn: woa in a HEI'IE':EI]. a=nzgy Imae; and
1ipachard's gtores, which had romeined in o parelyzed
condicion during the satclemsll of bhie bankrupscy, weea
aflrted Jotg activity again when Uie new temnt bad pos
seszon.  Thencaforwacd the full sarks, Lnnped. with th=
sbining chain, went ecutrying wp &nd down andie the
gat-hiead, hairy arms wer= Lthoust gutl from e didferesn
d.l'.'rl'.'lr-r.l.}:, anel the Fraio wus e uled 'i:n_; Iruse=s of
hoy weee togsed anew in and out of e barns, and
the wimbBles ceeaked; whils the scales and aremlards
began 1o be busy where guessowark bad forme dy been
th= sule



XHNIY

WO bridges stoad wear the kewer (s of Chctar.
bridge ttrwo. The lirst, of weather-stained hrick, wax
immedintely at the end of High Siees, whero & direrg-
ivg branch feom thar Loroopllam an ooead te the
ko lying Duroover lanes ; soothat the pescincts of the
bricge tprmed the merming point of Tespectability rod
indigenes,  The second Lndye, of sbouwe, was [urher
oul ¢o the highwar—in Bet, fairdy in the medows,
thongh stll within the town boondarr,

Thess bradpes had speaking oowseemaness.  Every
projection 1o =ich wams wom dewn to ohseness,
partly by weather, maore by fricdion from generations of
louogers, whese toes and heels had foom wesr 1o pear
mads padess morements apainst thes fampeis, as
they had stood threes meditating on the pspest of efzirs
T the cxce of the mote frable breks aed atones even
tha Ha1 @ees wens woon it bollews by the smme mized
mechanism.  The masangy of 1he fnp wma l;hmp-:d
with iren gt ench joint: fioee it had besn mo woem-
mon thing i despecite men to wreach the coping off
and throw it down the miver, in reckbess defisnce of the
TP A TRE S,

For to this pair of L'a'ld,-:;u Frn.'ri.tal:eﬂ. all the failores
of the lown ;, thoas who had fRiled in besiness, in loge,
in sobricty, in crme. Wy de unhappy hereabout
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wiaally chisa |he bnedges fur ther meditaliang i o=
ference to g miling, g gate, or o ctile, waa not 30 clear.

There wan & marked difference of quality berwecn
the pecaovages wlo lacoesd the neae bodye of banck,
anil the peTIanages wht hoynted the far one of stane,
Theae of lowest character preferred che foemor, ads
juioing the lown; tlwy il ot ouod the glore of 1he
public. epe,  They had besn of comparacively pooac-
oount during their suoeesces ) and, though ther might
furl dispinced, they lad wo particolic gens= of shame
io thetr eine Their hands wete meptly kept in theie
pockets ) they wore a leather trap roeod their wassis,
mod bowis that reguoired o great deal of lacing, hok
eeemed merer tnogec any.  Instead af sighing at their
pdvepsitios they apat, and dnsccad of saying the ren
had enteredl inte thewr souls, ey said Qe wore dorn
om Vheir lack, ]Iclpp in his times of distra=me had oicen
stod bere ) s bad Mother Cuzsom, Chestopher
Coney, and pror Abel Wil

The wpheaiiy who woold pavse on the gemoter
bridgs were of & policee &thmip. They ineluded bank-
topts, bypsccondnacs, peoons =l weese whal is caledl
"put f & sitation © feam Golt or Jucklesgncsa, th= in-
effcicre of the prodescional clase—shabby-penoscl men,
what did nid koow how o et md of 1hd wesrd G
betweer boeakfast and dinner, zod the yer more weary
Hme beiween dibncr Aed detk.  The eves of {lus
species were metatly directed over the pariper wpen il
mAning water belnw, A mun amen thecs ooking thus
fixedly inle the dver wan pretty aaes 10 be ooc whom
U= world did oar erear bindty by some reson or
achey,  While nne in aimaits on the 1ownwaed hodze
did pot mind who saew him 5o, #nd kept Ria back 1o
the parzpet to sureey the pasacre-ty, oo ih ettaing on
thie nover ozl the mead, never tummed his head ae
coming footaneps, but, sensitive 19 his own gondition,
watched tha currestt whenever a stranger approsch
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my If some sitamge fiah imlerested him, though every
fintmd thing had been poaceed aur of the nver years
1.'E'|IDI.'E

There ard thus ther mowld mese ; aF cheie gricd wers
the proef al oppryson ey woubd wish Uepoetve
kinga; if thewr grel were povertp, wish themsehe
milliormirea ; il stm, they would wish they wore exints or
angelay il deapiced ke, 1lat dey wese sons muehs
courteldl Adumas of couniy fame  Some had laee=n
known to stand and think sa long with this fxed gaze
dowmnward, that cventually they had allowed their poor
catiased o (oo Ut gaze ; and they were discovered
the next moming in the peul bengath oue of re=ach of
their troubles,

Ta dos lmdzs come Heocherd, as other onfor
tunates had come befrs him, his wap thithee Geing
by the riverside path on che chilly edpe of the (own.
Here bhe waa etanding one windy aflernoon when
Tumorer churth deck stmck fve While 1he gusts
were bringing the motey to hiz cars accose the damp
intervening Gas & men padsed behind hin, and greersd
Hewihued b}' harde,  Henclard toreed sﬁg]ilh', and
saw that the comer wan Inpp, his ¢l foreman, e
employed aleswhers, o whom, thoogh he hated Bim, he
had pona for Jodgirga becauae Joapp was the ons tuan
il Cul.u'hr]ﬂ.g-e wlsdsis irbmermtion anc npi.ni-'_l:n. the fallen
coen-merchant despised tn the point of indiferencs,

Elenchard reinmed him R pCapctly pooceptibde nod,
and Jopp slcpped.

FHe and sh= am gooe intg their new house tn-dng,"
mid Tupp.

‘i, eaid Henchard al=mendly. *Which hoose i3
(et

" ¥aar ald one”

*Cromee Id my bovse P Amwl, smcting op, Henchand
pdded, = My bouse of all othees in the town1?

Y Well, ny somebody was swie to live (hars, and
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you ooddn'k, it can do pa we harm 1hat hefs dhe
mean,”

1t wan r,||.1i.|.-|:- tro=: he feft that it wan dni'n.g hity e
harm. Farfeae, who had sleeady ke che yards and
mocda, had acquited poassaica of e hooss (or the
obvarus convenience of ite contiguizy.  And et thas act
of hiz laking vp Tesidence within thase reemy chembers
shile he, Aleie fomece benase, hved in a curage, galled
Henchan! indescritally.

Jrpp continped ;' And you heard of 1hat Jellow wha
brughe all the best Mubsure al pour saled He was
Ladeling for oa weber lan Fadmae all the while 1 It has
reever toen moved out pf the hogse, 85 he'd already gol
the beaec”

* My furniteee ool Socaly be'il oy my body and
oyl likrwipe | 7

=Thera's B0 sapng e won't, IF you b wilbog ta
e=th' And having planted these woonds in the heart
al s oree impericns mester, Jopp went ono hic sy
shila Heochaed starcd and erared into the sseing ovet
ull ihe Lridze seemed movng lackwacd mtb hme

The lgw land grew blacker, znd 1he sky & deeper
grey. ¥ihenw dhe odscape Jooked like & pielomn Blewed
in mith ink, anotber tmw=lber appruached the great sione
bricigs,  1Ig was driving & gig, Win direction being alio
townwarda, On che rostd ol the middle of the arch
the g stopped. 4 Me. Henchartd 2 came from it io Lhe
vober of Fardrae,  Flanchard {ymed his docs,

Finding that he bad gueaged rightly, Fardfrae told the
tnon who acodmpanied him L6 deov= bome; while be
shighted, and went up to his former Tand.

'T hava hcard thei wou think of emigrciog, W
Thenrhord ! b gaid. ‘I8 32 lwe ¥ T have & real resunn
for seking.”

Heanmhard withheld his enewer for seyveral Inuants,
onil then saw], F¥es; it troe. T am poing whees you
were going to & few years aga, when | prevented yom
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nnd gnt pou i Hd= her=  Flas tore And foon n.'buul:,
it ic1  Dh e mind hew we goacl like this in the
Chalk Walk whoet I pesduaded pe oo stayd You dhen
stoad wilkwut a chattel to peur same, and I wat e
master of the howse in Corn S4reet Bgt now I stand
wathiout & 550k or & rag, and che magter of that howase is
o

“Yrs, yeap thet’s sl Ifs the way o the waold)!
#a1d Farfrue,

‘Ha, ha, truz " el Heachand, theowing hissell
imo A mood of peulenty, ' Up znd dowol  F'moozed
i i, Whae's the odds after all 1 *

A Mo listen by me, of it's o ki up polr o
anid Fadms, *just aa I listensd tp you.  Don't go
Sray a0 bame,’

*But 1 @an do nnihing else, oan!” =id Henrhand
acpflly,  ®The licdle money 1 have will just keep bedy
amd moul tegerher for & few wecka, and no oees, 0
have oot fell iochiaed o g lack to jouroer-wosk et
Lyt I can't sty deing nothing, 2nd my hesg chapes is
eleewhere,’”

AMo; Lut wlwt I poeop-ae 3y ghus—if pe wil] Liseen
Come angd bvg in pour o1d house, W can ST soe
eoeme very well—I am sues oy wife would not mind it
&t ull— ool there's an wpe=ning for =

Henchard started.  Prohahbly the piclute dwen by
ibe wnavspecting Donald of himseld under the sema
oiwd with Looella was oo adking to be recsdved wath
gruanimity, ' Neo, ne,' he mwid grufly: "=e shoulid
quareelt

“Yeu should hae a2 part o yourself' said Faofmes ;
'and nabody to incerfore wit owou, 16wl bo s demt
healibier than down lbees by thoe river wldes you liva
T’

Hull Henchard mefpsed, *Weun don’t know what
rou ask,” he swid. “Hoeweear, I can do po beses thao
Lhinle e’
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walked into tha town together side by side, iy
they Twd done when [Henchard periieded the young
Setteliae Lo ferodic, W P exdne in atd Does
some yupper? ' wid Forfrae, wheo ther reached tha
middle of the towo, where their paths diverged ght
aod ke

Efig, g’

' By-the-bye, T had neacly forget, I bought & goad
dea] of owr furpiture'

‘2 T hare hesed!

T¥ell, it wan no that T waoted [t ae very much (o
mpself; Tt I wish 3 13 pick sut all dat ou ca=
to hare—such things ar may be endrared to ye Ty
awicciariens, or patoculerly swiled 1o your uwse.  And
ke the=m to your uwn bowse—it mll aa be deponng
me; we can de with Jes wery well, and 1 will haws
plenty af opportunitics of geiiog maore’

! "r'i-"lut—up;i.wt il tu ok foc nnIJ:ir..g 2" imid Heddharl
*Bat yoo peid the ereditore fer it |”

' Ah, wag; but mayba it'a werth coore o peu thaw ik
iv tg me'

Henchard was a little moved. " [—aometimes think
Tvm woanged yel" be sud, io lonet which sbowed tha
disquictude that the night shades bid o hos face.  Ha
ghook Farfran abruptly by the hand, and hesiened away
ad I pvowilliog fo bevay himecell Madher.  Fofas sow
him tum theoogh the thgmooghfare ity Buoll uike andd
vanish dowm sowards vhe Priory B,

Meanwhile Elimbeth-Jane, in an ppper wam no
'ln.'rscr than the 1'mophel's chamber, and with tha ik
attiea of her pRlomy <dayas packed Aawey in R box, waa
nettiog with great dusuy between the boors which
she devoled to studying soch brooks py abhe could get
bold of.

Her lodgings beiog oearly oppmsite her stepilather's
rmer resdence, oow Farfres's, she oould see Domald
Lol Tueetta apswding s and oot of their deor with
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Al the bounding enifaainse of 1heir siteation, St
avoided looking thet way g3 moch as peasible, bae s
was larly in human natere ic keep the eyes averled

\___,.-‘".hm tha donr slomoed.
While lving on thus goistly she heand the news

that Henchard had cooglt vold and wad conlined tn his
r-:u;m—pusl.'il'.l'y a resylt of atanding aboot {he meads
in damp weather,  She wienr of to bis howso at coeee
Tlaia vioe 304 was deleroined ol 0 e denied admit-
tance, and made hae way wreits He was sicing gp
in the bed wich a greatcoad round him, and st Geae
redeneted Deer aorwsion. G0 away —go away,' e saud
‘] doo't like to see ye=1t

1 Rat, fofher '

‘T Ao’ ke to see pe,” he rege el

Hrwerer, the ice was hmk=n, and she rempined,
ghe made the reom more combstiable, gave direc
dony o she poeopls belaw, wed by the cime udee went
LAY harl mounole=d ber sl:z]:-l'a.l_'htr to  her 1."i_'=.'i|;ing
him.,

The efect, either of Ber naadsiiliony or of ber mees
presence;, wov @ mmd rerovery. He soon was well
enough to o out; ond pow things eeored a0 weRT
a 1ew eabeur in hin ows. He oo longer thooght af
emigraton, and thooglt fooce of Elzabeth, The
having nething t9 o magle um more deeary than any
ather ctetumsteanos | and oiw day, with B views of
Farfrae than he lad beld for some= Bme, and & sense
that bopest wark was not g thing to be eshamed of, be
ilodcally went dowmn b0 Farfrac's vard aod asked fo Le
taken a0 & aj::-ume_-.r:mu ]I.ﬂ._l,'-l.l.'l.IJHEr. He was :Tq.;ngud.
wt orre "Thin hikog of Hemnrhanl wos dnne 1'I1.rn|.:|g'h [
{garcman, Frrrae fecling thak it wna wndesisable o come
perzonally in contacr with the eaqomboer oone than
wRA p.'l;qull:tl:ly necemmary.  While anxioes to hnl.p him
P wan well awure By thie time of hiF unocelain lemper,
wod thought reacrvied relauvoos best. For oow sana
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o bt orders te Heselowd 1@ proceed 100 this ancd
that couotry farm trussing in the vsual way were always
green thrmmpgh a 1hizd person,

For a Unse theso arsogenzeots wotkeed well, it being
the custem b0 Eress in the resgesctive stackgarda, bednre
bringing it rwry, e hey Boaght et the differeot facma
aboul the peighbouclerod ; sootbue Henchord was ofien
abwent ot such places the whele werk lang.  When thiz
wan all done, and 1enchard had beoome ina msasore
brokeer i, b2 caoe to worc daily oo le bome pre.
mises ke the rest, And thos the once #nodshieg
merchant and Mayor and whet mot stood as a day-
ladwrurer in e bavns aod grbanes e feemery had
owned.

'T have worked as & pournevman before now, ha'a't
I he wuobd = tn  hin deflunt wiy tand w|:|:.r
shauldn't T do ¢ apain#® Hot be Iooked o Gr diferent
jourreyman from the ona e had becn o in e earlicr
days. Then he had worn clean, sciable clorles, Lyl
and chesrfil in hye; Trgzings yrllnw as m:.l'ignld_':,
cotdureye immaculate ga new Bex, and a oeckerchicl
Like a Aowerganben.  Mew be were the commba of an
old Lloe cloth =it of his Erntlzm.:n]:.r 1'i:|'|'.\|E::I B rusiy
Ak b, ard & ouee black sain stock, qoiled and shablbey,
Cld s, be went to and foo, still coonpavativety an
ptive mwan—IFAr he was nnt mgch onwer I'url}'—m-rl
saw wilth the ocher men in the yard Donald Farrae
guing s and dut the greeo docr that led Lo che garden,
anrd the Lig truse, apd Luoetta.

At the beginniog of the winker it waa emoared
oheut Casterhodye that Mr Fadme, alreacly s 1lae
Town Cn:un-:il, wa o bﬂ-pmpnned for H.;jrnr i0 a year
ar oo,

Ve : she was wise, she wid wise in her gensr-
tiom 1Y a0id Henchard 10 himsell whep e beard of this
omne day on his way o Fadiac's hay-karmn, Ha thooght
Lt over an he wimbied his brncds, and the piece of newrs

I
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gnted Ay p cewivicornit breath ko thet old view of his—
of Donadd " Porrr ™= his triumphant rival wha reda
mwugh- shoel aver hioo

1A eow of his age going to be Meror, indeed | "
e murmured with 8 mormet-drawn smibo on his mouth,
{1 But ‘Hs btr money that Oeats en opwarl Haha—
how cust odd it sl Flere ke I, hia former master,
working for hitn a® mar, and he the men atanding Be
maslzc, mith my house and moy fumiloe i mp what-
Fau-may-call wife all his o,

Ha repoated cheac things & hupdeed Goes a day,
Dul‘]nﬂ the whale plﬂ'n'.'rd of has n:qu:inl',um.'t mith
faceits he had never wished o claim her gy his own
a0 despirately & he now eegrecced her logs,  Ib waa
Teld L by !'um'htr'ln“ afler lwr :I'nrtumt Yot mrved
hifm; thaogh thet fortwne hod been the meang of
meking her s much 1ha moere desined by giviog bor
Uet wir of independence and ravoness which aterecls
men of hiy compopition, Tt hed given her grnmnt,
houwss, and fine clothing—a sctting thet iowcsted
Locetea with o sanling bovelty in the =pey of him
whe hed known her in her napow days

Ho accordingly pacd into mosdiness, aud et cvers
allusivn ti the prasibiliy of Fadme's o=rp =lecton o
the municipal choie his former hateed of the Scotchman
refurned,  Concurmently wilh shis be snderyent & maoesl
change Tt esylie] tn hin sigufimntly sapog every nan
and then, in tones of rocklessnese, *Only & fortnight
eearo f'—: Only 2 dozen deya | and so forth, legaening
ki dguces day By day.

' Why d'ye soy onle B dpgen dave? " asked Solomon
Lanpwayn 89 e worked beside Henehard o 1w geanary
maighing sl

* Reconse in twelve daye 1 simll bo released from oy
oarh.’

*What oath '

*The cath 0 dank b spiritweus Lquld  Io twslve

2w B
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v it will be tweney yonrs sincs I awors it and then T
wiesim 0 enpnd anysell, pledse God 1Y

EEIahf:th-I]:mE sxt at her window gne Sund.u.].', ]
whila thete she heatd in the stecet Befow & conversation
whach insrodoeed Heoclard™ raow.  She was woodecs
g whiat wax the matter, when a thind Per=oo wheo way
Tassing by asied the guestien in ker mind-

‘ Michwel Herchard hava boseed out dhoklng aflac
taking hothing fur twenty pears !

Flizabeth-Jane jumped up, put on her things, and
wenk out



XXKIT]

AT thin date there prevailed in Casterbridge @ conviyial
cugemn—asrecly recomueed B3 swch, yer poba the less
eutablished. 0 1% afternoon of every Suoday a lage
cantingent of the Casterbeidge joveneymen—:teady
church-geers abd sedate chameciers- having  aoeoded
servics, Oled from e choneh doors acoss the way o
the 'I'breg Marioees Inn,  The pear was gaaally begught
up by tha cheit, with their Lasa-visls, Bddbes, sid Burs
under their arma

Tk grzat poink, the point of honowe, on theas sacrmd
oocAalems was Jor cach man to #Mnclly linmer bumseld
tu ]L:l.l.f-:!-].ﬁnt of ].i.-'.|_1.|.-'.|r. This :.l:r|.1|rl.1||.'ail::|r was zo well
waderstorad by the landbggd, that the whole compary
wha Aocved In cups ol that owesauee, They weve &l
exactly alive —steright-s1dec, wth Jeafess bmeArees dnee
in sgbbrown on the sides—one towacds the drinker's
lipa, the ather conlobtisy W comeade  Tea wobdee
bow many of thess copa the indlord poeseyaed altogether
wa n tavourite exercize of childecn in the mareelloos,
Fouy st lsise might have been seen alb these Laed in
the latge ronm, Inoping & fdng roond the masgin of the
Ercak pixtonn-logped cak table, Like che oauwolithic civcles
at Stonchengs i its peistice dave  Onitmcle and above
the El.l-:rtjr CUpPs Came ‘n._n;.fr?Il.- o forty :m.nl:a-j-:u Imm
forly clay piper; outeide the pipes the countcaanses af

T
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the farly cliwndegoers, suppireed s the heck by B circle
nffn:.ﬂ}' chairs

The conversation wad oot the conversation of week.
days, but a Lthing alloge=ther liner o point and higher
in tone  They iovacebly disrossed s secmon, dis-
eectibg i, weighing it, &8 shove or below the awerope
—the geoemat tendency being W regard 38 49 & Beigntibe
feat or perfrrmances which had po relaboo o theie o i
Tives, ckeops a3 between critica and the thing criticized,
The ool plaver el e cleck wsually spokee with
mare authority Lthan the rest oo accoont of ey oficial
cotnection =ich the proachir.

Mow the Theee Mannees was the wn clwsen by
Flanrhard as the place v rdesing Lin bong terme of
deamless years, He had 50 timed his eniny as 0 be
well eseablished 1 Lhe larpe roodo by elee tme the Gty
rhurch-gaers entered L theit costomary cups. The
Bush wpen hie face prociiimed nt once that she wow
of vreenly veary bad wpsed, aed the e of eecklesaness
l'regun anew. He= wax =eaied on a small L:H-E, drawn
up to the side of the massive ool board resereed foc
the churchroen, a few f whow pedded 1o bim ja they
took theic pluces, and =aid, * How be y= 3y Henchaed #
Quile o stranger hees”

Hoenchard odid oor ke the leoukde o eeply for 8
few mements, and bis =ves tested an his seretched. oot
I:Es and] baaats. ' Ves,' he said ac 'In:ngi'h." "thar's true.
It beeh down in agacc Job weeks ; some of po know
L uxe I we beter now; hot ool gquite sereoe
1 =munt ¥o, fllaws af the chogir to strike up o tape;
and whal with ahat and this Lrew of Stanwidge's, T am
io hopes of getung altogetber vet of my menoc key'

'Wath all ™my heart? piid the first Addie. 0 We're
let back owr strings, Lhat's aroe; boe we can aoen pull
‘mm oup gk, Sewnd A neighbooes, ond give Lthe min
B slave.”

‘T don's care & cutsa what the worde ke’ srid

arg
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Heochard, ' Hyetnns, balles, ar rantipole sibbishp the
Eoguea March or the checoloim's wackbe ="t all the
sAme to e if ‘519 pood bermeony, and w=(1 it oot

dWell—hely, lud—dt may ba we can do thet, amd
not & AT AMONE UF that haw= zat 1o e gallery leas
(han twchey poak,' said the leader of the tand.  * Ax *Hs
Sunday, nelzh'baors, suppoas =e raive the Foorth Pes'sm,
13 Sgmgel "r'l-'u.'i:r.'l:ll’: toTe, ax i.m]:lrn'."n'l hf o #F

‘Flzog Samue]l Walkely's fune, a5 jmproved by
thee | * sadd Hepchard, = Chuck &emsas onc of yout
pralt=n—ald Waltshire i3 the only tone wontle slnging
—the pealm-tunc that =ould meke my blogd ehbarit
Aow like the 21 wlen I was & sleady chap.  I7NL find
semoe oo to At en”  He ok one of the psaleen,
anel began turming orer the leaves,

Clevteing ko ool out of the window at ehat enoment
be saw 2 Boek of paople mxung by, and percensed
them o be che comgregetion of the wpper chorch, now
jrst dizmoseed, theie sermon hawing been a longer one
than that the lewsr padzh was faroured with,  Among
thr test of the Teading inhabitants walked M. Connclor
Farfrac, with Lusccrsa wpon his aem, she otaerved and
imeeared <f afl tla gmaller tadesmen's woctaskind.
Henrhord's mouth mangad a hitile, and he comlinued
to ot over the leaves,

' Mook Lhea' Be sald, Pualm the Huoadred-and-
Hinll‘ll tr the tune of Wiltsthir=: versey teq fo Gt
I gi'e ye the werde:

M peed il ciptnes b, i wldy
A widawr plwegel jo grind ;
Hin wpmnt chitdemn kg theic hresd
Where nooa can give weliel

* Tiia Al gat viches chall b= moda
Ta usitea=d peey 7
Tlc Guit «f 21l his 1nil sbat] ba

I5F 3lmngeTs bame sway.
18z
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“ Wone il Le foend 1Sak 4o his wmots
Theic enracy *l £aeeed,
O ta hin beelpless urpkan wperd
The kemal wssislacse l=nd

A awilt dedtruetlom soen chall selen
Cin bip pohappy race;
And 1k= nent age his huied nama
Shult urperdy defuce."?

'T know cthe Pse'zm—I know the Pra'am [ said the
beader haarily ; ¢bue I would aa ief not sinp it,. "Twasn't
magde far singing. We rhos it onos= when the gipsy
gtola 1he pR'san’s mese, thinking to plrase him, but he
were quile wpser,  Whetever Seevant Dayid were think-
ing about xhen he made & Pealen that nobedy can sing
=ithout disgracing himself, T can's Bthom | Maw then,
s Fourth Peeie, 10 Sanuwel Weakelr's tane, #3 improved
'|'.-_'|r me.'

" seize your eagce—] tel| v b0 Ring the 1lon-
deed-and-Mindds, 1o Wileshire, and sing it you shall|?
mrared Henchard, ' Moe a singl= voa of all the deoning
ceew of yo goes gut of dhis eaom till that I'safm ix
sungl' He abppod of the takble, seized the poker, pnd
going v the dear placed hos back agaiosr i Hoew
then, go ahead, if you don’t wish to hare yoor cost
ratea broke |’

1 Din't ety don't = take oo osol—As "us e Sals
teath-day, pndd “tia Sermnt Tavid's words engd oot gors,
pethape wa dJan’t mind for once, hey *' z3id ene of the
tecrifi=d choie, oking mooond wpoo e bt Se the
instrumenty were tuned gnd fhe comminscary rerses
ELIAE-

1 Thank ye, thank y=! =il Henchard 0 o saltensd
woicz, hiz eyes growing Anwncast, and his mapnes that
of 3 man moch moved by fhe eteaina,  ®Don’t yon
Blime Uawvid," h= went oo in how fones, shaking hia
head without mising by eyrs, ' 17e knew what he was
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ahoot when be wrowe dlatl . - If T could afiord b,
b hanged if 1 wnualdn®t keep a chocch chaic at my own
capeuge 10 play and sing to me At those bew, dark tim 2
of my Lfe.  But the Lateer chubg is, thae when I wad
neh | didn't ne=d what I could have, and oow I he
pooT I can't have whet 1 ned |

Wlale ey paused, Lacetia 2nd Farrae passed again,
thia tme himewarcd, it |:u:ir.||.|; thedr s:ustom to l.:Ju. ke
edhera, & short walk ont on the highwoy end bark, be-
twesn church gnd tea-time. < There’s 1the men we've
Leen singing alwwy' said Heodund,

The '|_;||.n.:,rr:|: and ni.ng-.-.n: tormed their heads, and
3w hia meaning, < Heaven borhid|° caid the baas-
plazcc.

7Ty the man,’ :I'\'I'.Fltﬂ.tﬂﬂ 1 enchard ﬂrﬂl:dl:r.

‘Then if I'd keowsm,' said she performer on the
elanaoe soleonly, * 1har “lwas me=tnt fur 3 living man,
nothing shookd have drasn out of my weod-pipe the
beeach for shat Psalm, &3 help me

‘ Mor from mine,' said the el ainger. < Boy, thausbe
1, asz it waa masde 30 Inng age, and 20 far anar, perhaps
thete 35t much in i, g2 [0 obdige = neighbouc | for
therets nothing o be said againas Lhe tane,'

1 ah, iy beos, wou'va song i, cned Henchand 1rieo.
'phn.nl:l.:p. ' Aa Tur him, it was parly by has somgA that
he got cwer me, &#0d Waved me out, . . T exwld
doobl= bim wp bke at=—and ver I doots” He laid
the jpoker ocross his knes bent ot o1 i i€ weee 2 bwig,
flung it down, and came gwzy from the door,

In was ar thia i thas Elizabeth-Tame, bhaving heacd
whers ber stepfulber was, entered the room with o pale
and .agve;m'i:nd. ragnierangs.  The rhnir and the eest of
the company moved of; iy aecordape: with their hal
Fiol megulatios.  Elmbeth-Juoe weat wp 10 Heodbnd,
and =ntreated hem tn acoompany her hnme

By this hour the veleanic firea of his natore Toad
burnt down, and having deunk g6 gt quantby du pH,

abz
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he wap inclined 1o aoguissce,  She took his arm, and
eopctlwer they wenl e Hendlard walked Laokly,
fike a blind man, mpeu.t'ing W himgalf the Jast words
of the FiDger—

¥ And the nesl pze hin haeed Rama
Hiad] wilrvy lelmeed!

At beogth lee sadd Lo ber, * [ 2o atan 00 Ty woed. T
have l:ﬂpl: my auth far twenty yemrs ; andd naow 1 can
donk with a good coenscience . . IF I dan't dn dog
lozi—weell, T am & femcful practieal Jokes wheo I ehoose |
112 ey taken pwoy svervhing from me, and Ly heareos,
il 1 mext bim I won's answer far my desde |

These half wilered wards aliooed Elicatet—all the
mnre h-:,r rzazan of the still depermination of Ei=nchard™s
mico,

Wt wall yuu de P'oale asked utivusly, while
trﬂnhﬁng with :hm]uietud; and g'u.euing Henmchard's
Rllusion cnly too well,

Heoclard did oot answer, and theyp went un wll
they had reached his cottayge. ' Bay 1 come in#® she
sRad,

¢ Mer, no ; bol weday,” said Heeclerd ; and she wene
evay; Fkeling that v cautton Farfra= was aimost hec
duty, 82 Ir wa3 cerepinly her strong desite,

Ax o tha Sunday, 3o can the weck o days, Faciae and
Lowcetig might have been seen flittiog alout the town
liks two breerfics—ar rather like o bee And 8 butier-
fly in lmypon bor Jde  She seénwed 0 lake po pleasurs
in guing ppyshere except in ber boshand's company ;
and henca when business wenld not permit him fo wacie
an afternooo e feoaied il!'ll:].l::rl:ll"ir '-a.ir.ing: Bat it Lime
13 pasy KLl bis return, har face bwang visible to Elembeth-
TJane rom hoe window alod “The Latter, bowoeer, did
ot Ay b bersslf dwt Farre ahould be vaokfol for
puch devotion, bai, full of bher reading, she dred Basa.

b3
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LUnds exclamation: FMistreas, know yoursdf; down
on Faur koe=s aod thank Heawven [sting for & pesd
man's leve'

Ehe kcpl her oye ppon Henchard slao. Qoe day
h= Answe=red lwrc 5:1-:|_1.|.'ir_l.' fur loi health 1.'-} n}iug thit
he ogld ot endote Atel ¥hirlles ]’.i:il:]-'JI'IE eEs uan
by white chey mocked ogether in the Fard. " He is
auwch & fnl,' mald Henchard, 4 1lae b s oevier g
ot of bis mingd {he time whan [ was master there'

T come and »amtde Eor you instead of him, o
you will albow soe,! taud sl Her molve oo goiog 1o
Lhe ]rn.'rﬂ was 1 gt an nppnnunitg,- of 1:-'|:-:|=nlin5 the
geneeal poaltion of affaira on Fadeac's premizea now
Ut leor eplather was & workrman there. Henchard's
thrents had alarmed her so much, that she mshed w
& hia behaviour when the tee wees face to o,

Fir vwo oc thoes days after her scrival Dossld 434
not make any eppraance Then ene sfternoon the
gracn door opeocd, and theoogh came, frat Farfme,
ghd ar his leels Luoo=ls,  Dxoald brooght his wilc
focrard withet hecitadion, t 'I:EinE atrioon Lhat ke kad
na cuspicion whatewer of ARy anbecslenks in Commnn
baiween ber aml Uee mow Jowrticymann hay-1ruasce,

Henchard did not turn hes eyes toward =ther of
the pair, kooping thom fxed on che bond he twisted,
a: i that alone abeorbed lam, A {sebng of delsicy,
which evec prompted Farfrae 1o wvoid aopthing b
might sezm tike criumpling over & Gllen rival, Irmd him
to beep away foom Lhe hap-taen whors Henchard and
hin daoghier were wocking, and 1 go on e the caen
deparment,  BMeanwhile Luoetta, newer haviog Leen
informed 1tat Henchard hed codeesd her bushband's
servio=, mambled stmight on 1w 1the barn, whern the
A :urld.ﬂnl}' upan Henchard, ond gave venl te A
licele 'Oh1? which the happy and busr Donsld =ms
Lo fur &ff 0o hear.  Henchard, wath witheoog huacidicy
of demanour, touched the brim of his hat te her ga

ri4
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Whitile and the rest had done, t wloch ale Bresthed
& dead-alive  Goed alternosn.’

¢] beez yonie pardom, ea'svw ' sa1d Henchard, a8 il

he had et heard
- T maid good afvernoon,’ ahe faliersd,

"ok pes, good afterngon, maam,' e rephed, touc.
ing hiz hat apgain. '] am glag to see you, oalamt
Lucetwa woked embarrssed, end Fenshand continied @
' For we huaohble wockneen Tt (el it & prosn Tenour
that 2 lm:].F shavld 1ok im and ke 20 Int=rest an g

She glanced at him entreslingly; the sarrasm way
tow Btifer, T bbeerdupable,

'Cap you tell me the time, mo'ame ¥ ' he osked

*¥en," phe said haacily ; ' hall- past fowor)!

fThank ye. A hous and & balf lunger befors e
Are meleased from wook.  Ah, ma'am, we of the Jower
cluases Unow mothing of the gay oisute that surh ae
rou enjurl’

A1 xzan an aha roipld do so locetta leg vim, nodd=d
and smiled to Elizabech-Jame, and joined ber hosband
at the ather end ol the sbelogure, where aha oould be
seem leacling bim away by the ooter gates, so as o
avoid paasing Henchard apgain.  That she had besn
ken lo swrpbse wad obvicutd. The eesult of this
casual r=nroonter s that the neat momming & bate
wae put inmg Henchard's hand by the postman-

EWHD o' sadd Lwceria, with as much bivteences
an she could EIT iota a soull wmmutli.-l::l.i.-'.ml el
Fou Kirddly utedertake niob o gpeak to me inodthe Bting
undertenes you used toeday, il I walk thaaugh che
y:md. ak any time P 1 bwear youu no J.'Il-'n"i.ﬂ, and T am
cnly toe plad that you shauld have employment of my
desr hushand ; bue e coromoan Taitness wear oo #3
his wife, and do nol oy o spabe me weetched by
covert snerrs. | have commiddad mo crime, ans gron
yerU T Lnjury.

i Pear forl?’ sid Henchard with Fooed smvagenn

alg
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holding out the npote. 'To kpow ne better than
cotoel Jeetzell an wrlng like (hiat YWhy, if [ =cre
tn shpw that 1o her fear hustand—jooh!* He theew
the leater nda the fire,

Lurells tak cacs bor b oxme agdin Among the oy
end cemn.  She weould mather have died then run Lhe
tiek of enoountering Henchard at such closs quarters
& aetond Lige.  The polf beiwso them was growing
wicler =very day.  Fadme wan dwaps ocooduderale bo
his fallen aoquaintance | bt it was impoasible tha T
shiuld nod, by degress, ccass o regard the ex-com-
bwrchant as more than ore ol s odwee wefkmen,
Henrhard saw this, and opprended his feelings wedec a
cover of ctolidity, fwlifying bir heart by drinking mam
friely at the Threr Munnets gvery eveting,

ften did E]iu’hﬁth-]:m, in h=r eod=voucd b pre
went hie taking acher liguor, cary tea 10 him in o btle
basker at five o'clock.  Armving come day on 1hie cmand,
she foond, her i‘bEFIEtﬂ.'IH waa mmul.inp_' up clirver-secd
wrd mpeaeed i 1he cornacores em the tnp Aoaor, and
sl acmended 1 hioe Fach oo had a door opening
inta the air pnder a at-bead, fom whaeh a chaiy dangled
for haisting the gacks,

When Ebhzaberh's lead eese through the tmap she
perceived that the wpper docr was open, andd ol et
st-:pfil;hi_-'r mrd Tarlrat stood jI,IEt =ithin 1t in ronvers.
tion, Farfrae beitg oearcat the dizsy edge, and Hencharrd
a licls way bebund Mot to dcdecuope them she o
mained on the steps without mising ber head any kigher.
While waiting thua she pawecor ncicd ehe saw, for she
had & berror of fesling cofmn—her stepbiler slowly
raise Jds hand to R Jevel behind Forfae's shaolders, a
CUTINRY expresdken taking poagession of hie face,  The
YOUTKE Ml wad goite wncosscous of the adion, which
w3 30 incdicest that, if Farrae had okserved it e maght
almost have rogarded it &3 an idle outsteeiching of tha
won But i would haes been poasible, by & ormpes-
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tivedyr light touch, 1o push Fadme nf he halaoce, ond
seod hino head aver hecks inco the Bir

Elimbeth felt quie sick at leare on Yunang of
what this sipdd have meant. Ax seon as Thew turmedd
she mechanically cook the 1Ga o Henchard, keft s, and
went away. Kelecriog, e endevouted 1o assue: bersell
thak fhee moremeant =2 on oil= eorenlricty, and no moeTe
Yet, on the odher band, hie avtaedinate pesition in an
estabillishonr whita be ence had been mascer mipht bo
ecting on him Jike an oot povan; pod sbe Goally
reaclved to cution Dronald



R

Nexr mornlig, accordingly, ahe coas &t five o clock,
abod weot mlo the stoest.  To was oor yeg light | R dense
fag pomvailed, and the town was os silent an ot wag dark,
except thet from the roccargulear avenors ghich fomed
il borougls there eame a chorus of giny mppings,
wamsed by the fuldl of water drops condensed oo the
I:rml.ghs; nnw it weg wafed from the Y=t Wl.lk._, now
frem the South Walk: and shen from beth querters
Aaultusesusly.  She moved on e tha Lolbem of Cotr
Street, and, knowing his time wall, saiced only a few
minuies before che heard the fAmilier bang of his drac,
ard them has quick walk tomards her. She nyet hier at
the oot whees the last free af the engechng avenoe
Hanked 1he st house i the sirect

He eould haclly discero hee bk, glancing ingain ngle,
ba saad, + What— Miss Henchord—and wre pe up ea
early

ghz asked bio ro pardon leer foe waelaping bim At
sach an woseemly time 4 Blut 1 am onxwus Lo qoenssn
:nnwthing," she snid, " And T wished nnt to alarm
brs. Farfrae by euling.

‘Yes t' micl L, with the chesdoess of & supersor.
‘Aod what maw it be? T3 vory kind of v, I'm soce’

Bhe pow fel (e difculty of coowepang oo hin mimd
the cudel aspeel of possilalities in ber cwo.  But sha

F 1)
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par1ehow began, eod introducst Henchard's mame. 4
sometities fear,” 6he Gaid =it en efprt, ' that he may
ta betrayed woro aote slletnpt w—Iinault you, i

"ot we= ao= the hest gf frends #°

e ta play aome praclical joke upon you, ar,
Bemember that he has Teen lacdly vsed'

L Tigk we ane guike friendlyp? "

cOr bt do eomcahing-. that wowld infurs Polle—
bort you—weund pe'  Every word cost her twice
its length of pain.  And she coudd sre that Varfrae
wid ¥ill incredulsus,  Henchard, 8 poor nian in his

employ, was out, to Fadms's wew, the Hechacd who 5

Lad muled himn  Yet e wap nat only the same man, -

bue thae #an, with bis sinistee qualicics, formerly lateet,
quickened intn b by his bolletngs.

Farfmae, boppy, and thinking pn evil, prrsisted in
making Hght af ber fears,  Thua tlacy pancd, and yle
went Lomeward, joumeymen mew bBeing o Lhe strest,
WRIEOOOTF ZOiNE to the harnsss-makers fnr arickss ioft
to ke vepaired, farw-hotaca going o 1w shocing-smiths,
angl tl'u: sona of labheur ]J-:lnp_' HEFJE'ITLH:.I' un Lhe o
Elizateth entesed ber kedging unbappily, thinking she
lad dowe ho poesd, and cady wade heeseld appear foolish
h]r her weak mote of 'n:.m:inE.

Bur Dwonald Ferftee =35 one of 1hose men upen
wham on Llocidead i pever abseluwely lust, He meviaed
imprﬁsim; from g J;lll',m:liuuni Taznt gf view, ond tha
impulsive jedgment of the moment wea not always his
permanent g, The viwao of Elimbeth's caenesr face
in 1 ;|'i11'|jr down ame hack t3 him acerml times dunng
thea day. Enowing the solidity of her charecier, be did
el Ereat her hinty aleapelber ay adle soozicds.

Eut he cid nog desist from & kiodly scheme on
Henclard's acoount thet cogamed him just then; snd
wh=o h= met Lawyer Juewse, the tewnsclerk, bter i
the day, he spoke of it 28 -if oothing hed oocurnsd to
flamyp it,
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" Abour that lattle seetlsman™s shoqy,' he aoid; 5 ihe
thap overtooking the churchyard, which 32 to b=t It
g nor for mpsald T owant il but for our wnlucky ellons-
LuwnaTaT, Henrhard. I would be a new beypnning
fer bim, |F a smalt o and I hawe told the Croundl
that I would Jead o pri'.'a.le subisceeptlen among chem
to sef ham up in it—that L wooll be fidty pounds, if
they manld meke up the ciher fifly among them.'

“Yeu, put; uo l've lpard; apd therc’s noehing o
Eay aguinst it fnc that puatter,” the towoolerk rephbed,
im hiz plain, frank mway, < But, Frarfrms, others s
whan »ou doo™t.  Hendasd has vye—ay, balos ye;
amnel ' l.'iEhl: that Fay should koaw it, Te oIf koaw
lotige he wra 21 the Theer Mariners last night, saving
L pukkic that about wow wheeh @ foen ouphe not o
say ahenil anather.”

+ Is that go—and iz thet s0#* said Farfme, leoking
down,  "Why should be de w?' oadded she young
mun  Latcerly ; *what heom hove | odere leoo tlac ba
#hold try w0 wrong me e’

‘Ged eoby knows,' sad Joyes Jdtng bis eychrowe
1L shaws moch engsuffering in you e put up wih
him, rnd kop him io yoor cooploy.'

‘Hul I wnnet dischorge & own whe was onee
p:nnd fdend g me? How can I I'nrp;ul! that when I
came hiers wweas b oenabled me to mabke g fonting oo
myael' ' Mo, o, As luog e 1'we a day's wark tn
offer he ghal] doe 3t il be chops=s.  "Tix oot 1 who wilt
deny him auch a binde as that, Bet 1'0 drop the dde
of esablsdong him io & shuep ol T o chiok more
alsauk i’

Tt grieved Fardrme much to give wp this scheme
Buc & Adawp laving w=eo theowa cver 38 Ly those apd
other woice=s in {he mir, he went omwd rountermarded
his orders,  The e oocupicr of the shop was in it
wien Fadrme spoke to him, and fuding it neesssary
W give wmoe explopation of hiy withdwal Eow W
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rezcatiaticn, Thunald mentivosd Hepchanl's nams, ard
maied that the intentions of the Lowncl had Te=o
duged,

The oocupier was modh disappoante=l, aod 1aght.
w7 informed JTenghargd, as poeon as he sow him, that p
mlwme of tle Councl for sertiog hicl tp in & thep
harl b==n knoecked om the head by Farfme  And thus
ut of eTror PR mity grew,

Wiwetr Farlras pea indsars tdee evebing (w tea
attde was singing om th= lugh hot of the semi=gg.
shaped praie,  Lucstis, light as a sylph, mn fereerd
and Asized Teig hands, whercopon Facfree duly Riased
her.

YOW " she reied playfully, tuming to the wipdow,
1 Gmg ther blinds Bre new drawns down, and the peopls
ran lonk in—what 2 scandal 1!

When the candies were lighted, (he cuslzins drawn,
an:d tha twars 431 &0 ed, she touosd flar e Jockad
perinms. Withaut direolly inauiting whyr, ske L=t her
epes linger aokicatously on his Bce,

F¥he has calledr! be abseotly asked < Any Flk
for me

E Mg said Lueetta, " ¥Whnt's the matler, Thepald #°

rWell—ootlung  woth 1alkiog of) be pespoaaded
sadh.

¢ Then, never mind i, You wll pet dhrosgh i,
Boolchmen are always lucky.”

Lt Mao—nnt :.'Iwu].': 1" e agid, shal:ing tia hiped EI-;lnr.\ur'r:'ih_,I
as e contemplated a cromb on the sable =T Riwow
many who bare not been |l There wan Samly Mac.
furlane, whi started to Americs to bry his forine, gnd
Too weds drovenied § faid Arehibald Leuh, Be was mufdered
And poor Willi= Dunblese and Maitlanr Madresre—
they fedl inle bad courses, and went the way of al
auchl'

1 Why—po 0ld geoser—1 was noby sp=aking o a
Eenvcra] aense, of cowac | You acs alwaye eo litemml
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Mow when we bhawve fnished fea, £ing me thade funnr
sang abiout biglohesled sheci snd sillar tags, amd e
pne=ang-tarty wnoers.”

"Moo, noe I eruldna sing te-night]  It'a Henchazd
=ha lates aoe; w0 Lhat T map not b= ba fmend il T
would 1 weould ynderptandg why there shaold %t a
woe bib covy ;o bur 1 cawbed poa a peasan bor the whele
imlensity of wiwe Je= feuls  Now, @0 jeu, Loo-a?
It is more ke abdfashiomed rivalry in love than just a
bak of rivalry in krade)

Toemia lad grown somewhat wan, ' Mo, she e
plied.

‘I give him enwployment—I cannet melose it Bt
meillier can I bbod my=elf to J fact that wbh a
man of passiaons sach a3 big there 5 no safemaed forf
oenduct | *

‘' Wlat have you beandl—0} Donadd, dere=e #' 3a3d
Tuacatta in glorm.  Toe words oo her I'ipa; were ' any-
thing abowt me *# "—buat abe did oor weer the, Sha
could nat, however, supph=i3 ler aptation, and ler eyes
flled with fears.

tMo, oo—ir ia not ao aerioua a3 ya Biocy,” declared
Furdmue sowolbingly i theugh e did oot know 325 seoows-
oen =3 well ax she

‘T wish you wounid do what we have falked of
o enfully prisarked Lucetra, ¢ Diive vp lnesinass, and
fo awny from he=r= W%e hawe P]-Eﬂ‘l.}' af BnAEF, o
why ahould wo'siay i’

Farrte gempisd wehoosly disposed w0 discuzs that
merve, and thep talked therepn till 3 wisigor wes an-
nognesd  Their nsighboue Alderman YValt came Eo,

‘You've beard, I eospose, of pear Daclor Clalk-
fiald's heth P Yers—died this efi=rmoan et fire,” aeid
Mr. ¥Vate  Chalkfield wrs the Councilman who had aue
cepded to the Mayotaloy in e precemling Hovember.

Farfrag was Ty At the :intel]igznq:, angd M1 Vare
epntinped ; * Well, we know he's been going some days,

agd
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and a4 Lia farndy ia well provided for we most beks b
Al gx jtin. Mow I have called to ask g this—quite
privately, I I ehewld nominale “ee oo gocoeed him,
and there should ke ne padiculay eppostioo, will 'es
aeoept The cheir? "

‘But thios aca Mol whote 1o i3 befors mones ) and
I'm owver puong, and oaybe thought pushong | eid
T'orfrae after A Dhuss

‘MHoraral I dom’l sapak for mpaelf ooly, several
lLawe pamsd . Yow won't refuse P

'We theught of peing awny” Iniorposed Lueobs,
looking at Paeleas ansuouwsly

1t wor oolr a2 faocy” Fado: murmuredl. <8
wouldna refoae 3 it is she wish of R resporiable
migjortry 1 e Caugeal.”

‘¥ery wall, then, ook upon yooeself an elerted.
We have bwd older reen Tong enowgh,

When he way gobe Farlran gud muli.ngl}'l 1 See mow
how it's ours=lves that are cwled I:ul,r the [ower ahava
el Ve plan 1his, bus we do thas. I 1hesy want to
ke e Ha]ur I will slay, ol Henchard minst mve
ma he will!

Tram (hia cvening enmard Luceila was ¥ory dTcEy-
If ghe had wel Lbecn fnprudeacs moaomate, she woold
not lave acted ax wke did when she met 1{znchord 'h}'
pocidend a dry orotwo later. It weAa En 1Rt buale of
the marked, when o one coold readidy oorca deeir
dirrourse

t Michacl,' said she, 'T must sgain aek oy what 1
acked yout twonlhs Ago—to belorn o= any Bers or
PE[RTE of mine ihat Fou ey her=—uonleay ¥ have
degtyeved theml Yoo ejuct soc bow desirable i1 4
thae 1l ime a8 Jemep shoold Le blotted oot, for the
Eﬂﬂd gl all pn.rtiqs.'

'Why, Bless the wemanl |—1 packed wp ewery sedp
of your hundweting tn gove wou im the oeach—bat
Tay TeeweT pRpeaned.

']



THE MAYIIR OF CAGTERBRIDGT

Ot caplained how 1he death of her sunt had pre-
vent=d Dier aking the jouroey oo that day, “Apd what
lecame of the parn:rel then #* she zskad.

He coald not spy—he would consider. YWhen sha
wis prmne e moclbected gt be had et a hwap of wse
Yesa papers in his formee diniog-room safe—bawle wp o
ihe wall of hie old hewsa—eoow cocopisd by Faolme
The ol might bave bech asaaggas them,

A yrotesiue gon adaped atseld o Heochard's face,
1iad that spkr been opened 7

On the vory cvering which followed this there was
a gret neging f bell s Casterbodpe, and ehe coo-
hinesd hroas, weod, ra‘zut, ancl leather bands '[llu.}'r:rl
rownd the town with more peodizalice of percusaion-
mwirles Lhan ever. Fudoe was Bamr—ele iwodoo
elreslth eelal 4 a2 meries Inrming an elective dypnasty
dating back to the daya of Charles L—and the Daie
Lucelia was Lhe courend of Lhe wma. . % Hul, alyl
ithat wurm 1° the bud—Henchardd ; what e could 4ell!

ife, in the meantime, fesiering with indipracion A%
guinke ereonesdd Sndallipence of Fadeae's oppositon v
the scheme Mo inalling lum im the licke seelabnop,
w35 gMcted with the news nf the muanicipal elestion
fwhich, by reason of Farfme's comparative pouth and
his Soottish nutivity—a dung  onprecsdented o the
case—hod Ap interest B Reynnd the ordinary),  The
belb-riagging and the band-plenng, koad as Tamer
lagpe's truoipeul, gua.lll.-d lbe dawnbllen Heochard in.
describably : the cucting now seemed (0 him 1o be
O IR

The next meming le weat e the FDETL-F.I'I! (L]
wrmal, and zhout #leven gzlork 1ongld entersd vhraugh
the grocn door, with oo teace of the worshiplul ahoat
lum.  The yet moure emphatic dongs of places Lewe=n
him anid Henchard which thic election had established
renowed & slight embaresssment Uy o taooesr of the
wadesan younger osur ; et Heodhard showed e fooom
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af ooe wha had oecrlooked all this; and Forfme met
hiz amenaties hall-way ol oncs,

t{ wap going tow ask you,' maid lrnchard, 1 about »
packet vt T miay poasibly heve el in my old sk in
the dining-raam.”  He added jmctcolar.

© 1T w, b 13 There nn'ar,' sa1] Yaelrae, ' ] have oever
opeated the safe at sll ac yet; for I beep ma papers et
the hank, 1 sle=p easy o' nighes.”

"It wry ot of mch consequence—ia me” Raid
Hepchard, =But I'l «all Fer it this cyening, il you
don’L minad 7'

Tt wes quite lole when he Fylfilled his  promiss,
He had peircd himsell wich grog, as he did verp Foe-
puently naw, and 2 wud of sanduse humoor g on
his ]i'p a1 he .:p-p:l'\ﬂ\.l.{!hﬂd the house, ax thnugh he
mere oontemplating some tereible Jform of amuacmcat,
YWhatever it was, Lthe incdeor of lus enicy did not
dirnimish its fome, thas being his first visit 19 the boues
Eimoe he had lived theee as omner, The ring of tha
bell spuke wr lum bke e vowe of & Boobar dowdye
whe had bemn brited o bprsakee Bim; the movements
of the dodrs were revivala of dead daya,

Fadme imidtad hioe anr the dioing-room, whers be
at pnoe pnlocked the iron szfe hpilk anig the wall, A,
Herrhued's safe, made by an ingenious locksmith wnder
lod directson,  Fatfeae drew themce the mne], and
ether papen, with apalogies for not haring retucmed
them.

'MWever mindl,! aa3d Henelaol doly. * The Gt g
they are Ietiems mesily. . . . Yes)' he went on, sitting
down and unfalding Luceita'a passonee bundle, ‘hers
they e Thet ever I slwald woe ém agpn? T L
Mrx Farirus 5 well after Lec exestions of yesterday 2 °

* She hoa fele & tot weary 7 and has gone: to bed rarly
an than acoond!

Henchard retuened W the letters, snrting them gver
with interest, Farfrac: bring scaced at the other end of

L]



TIE MAYOR OF CASTERBRIDGE

the dinzng-tatls, * ¥You Jdoo't forget, of coueas,' ha
resmmesd, *that ourious chapter in the histocy of oy
past, which T tald yow of, a0d thek you gave ms spme
Assiwgarce aor These lellers are, it Ber, eelawed bo
that unheppy basiness.  Though, thank Goel, oz 35 ald
cyer pow,'

 What Lecanse of e poor worlao P ' asked Fadae,

*Lackily she married, and mamied wel”  =2wpl
Henchard, ' 5o that ches reproachee she poared ouk
el nw da YT now Cau3e mc any uwinged, 4a they
might wibecmse bave deoe. . - . Just huten Lo wiat
an angry woman will say!’

Farrae, willing to bumour Henchaed, (hough quwite
onintec=sad, and  boccop mch yowns, gave well-
Mmanneced oitentinm.

‘o For me,”" ' Herehard rend, © ¢ there is pracically
iz future. A crealure oo wnconventwnally devoted
tn ynu—ahy fmml% it immsa‘il}lﬁ that she can be wile
of any other man ) and who ia et oo mere w0 pow
than the Al #ozidno Yoo neet 10 Lhe street e such am
I. I quits ooquit yoo of any ini=ntion (0 wTong me,
wt you AT6 the doet shrough which wrong fua coma
lo me. Thar i the evest of poae prouent wife's deard
ynu wiil place me in ber posiaen 15 o cooselation se far
a5 it goos—but how Rr doce it ge? Toos I eit heee,
[orsaken by my fow acquainance, and focsaken by pau 17"

' Thut's how she we=nt oo to me,; 223d Herrhasd,
toores of words like that, when whet bhed happenod
waa what I cauld voe cure”

1¥eu,' mid Fafra= absenidy, 'it in the way =i’
women.”  Flut the fact wes (hat he knew veey littlc of
the eox; pol deeccting a ot of Esemblioce in siyle
between Uiz effugons of the woman he worshipred
ard] thrse of the aypposed siTRnger, e coneluded {hat
Aphredite ever ppoke thus, sheassoewer Lthe petzonalicy
abe ARt

Henchard unblded enother better, and nead it throug b
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liXexice, stopping &¢ the subeeriplion #F before. * Flop
mam= I doo’l gve) he siod blandly, ' A9 T didin't
marry hee, and annther man did, 1 can scaecely clo thae
in fairnees o her,”

fTrad®, trerue) sad Farfrue, ¢ Buy why dide’t yod
macry her when your wifs Susan died 77 Furfrae asked
thie, and the other guestiens, in the cominmahly in-
diffierent lore of one wleog the matter yery Tewmorely
concermesd.

EAh—well you ey ask that!T apid Henehard, the
new.tnoot-slaped gon aduiobibing el azabn upon
his mouth  *In ssit= af all ber pretestations, =len
I zame fnreerd to &0 29, 83 10 gernersily boond, she
waa pot the woman for me)'

s Ghe had alreacly macri=l anether—mavhe 7'

Elenchard sesmed to think it would be seiling doo
ber the wind o desoend Tweeher iaeo paricalars, and
be anaweTed ' Ves'

*The peung lady muat huve had r hesst thet bere
tranEplanting very readily |

* Blae had, sbe lad,’ saud Hencharl emphatically.

He opened o thicd and founh lettee, and Tead,
Thia vime he approached the conclusion as il e
eyrnatubd werd indeed ooming mwith the zest. Hut
lﬁ;in_hu :'I.-'.l]:-:l:ﬂl short.  1r In:th waa ikt gE mAaY
be divined, he had quite intended to ofioel & graod
catastrpphe ab the and of chis doma by ceading ot
the naane he had come to th=s howse with pg other
thought, ot sicsing heee in cold Bleed be could mot
do it, Such & wrecking of lwscts appalled even bim.
His yguality was spch that he could have pnrnihilated
fhem both in the heat of actien; Tt to accomplsh
the decd by cral poison was beyowd the mweoee of his
ETIEAREY-
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A% Donald starsd, Lovera bad serined =scky ta her
rerm becaes of fabtigue.  She bad, bawever, not gone
i te=t, hor sar eo ahe bedside chair reading, endd
thinking over the evenls of the day. At the hngbg
of the door-bell by Flenchard ghe wondersd wha at
ghonld be fhae would call st thal comparatively hate
hour.  The diningmeam was almost ondee hee bed-
roam ) gl cogld hear that somebody was admitted
there, andd presently tbe Ladistioct murmur of B persen
rading, beczme audibde,

The usnual {ime K Tidomald's arqvad E]’.ﬁlﬂ.‘il’: ame
and pocsed, ver nill the reading and conversation went
on. This was very singular,  She toold think of
nothing buk that some extrordinacy come had he=n
comeniteed, and that ehe visttor, whocver he might be,
wal rexding an oecount of il feoow & epecal adition of
the Canerdriay Chemaid= At bst she kit the mam,
pnd descrored the stairs.  The dining-room door waa
ajar, and in the gFilence of tha beating bowsebold e
vinee abd the wubdt were recoprozalde TLefowe she
rrachal the lower :F|.1g;'h1:. She siocd fmaAnafieed, Her
awq woed s grected her, io Henchard™s voios, Lke spines
from the grave,

lucetta lmnt opon the hanister with her check
rgrinat the ymeeth hand-rail, a9 if ahes would tw'ls o

ET:
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faend of it in tier miezry. Rigid in this position,
mure god mor words fell saceswively upon her oar
Lut what mmoged her most wan e twoe of her
hustwnd, He apeke merely in the pomends of £ man
who mede & pre=sent of Jae e,

*{Jne word,' he =23 u:ring, oz th= |:|:|.-|.'E.|ing af e
denoded thar Henchard =ap unfolding yet another
abeet.  fIs bt quite Gle Lo this young =anske’™s ocoory
ta read af such Igpgr.'h fo o straoyer what was bnreaded
for your spe alone !

viVell, oy add Heodard By mot pidog her
nepe | meke it ap :'l:.mpll: of 2l wnm:.nh:i:m!r and ont
& sandal to ope'

I T owere yad T owould desteoy chem,' waid Farlrae,
giving more thaught to the i=ters than be kad hidwrto
done. A4 enothar men®s wile it would injurs ibe
wirinah if bt wete khirw'n !

*Mp, 1 shall it destrop them,” ourmured Hen-
chard, putting the leers away, Theo he arcse, mrdd
Lucetts bheatl mo e

Sha went beck to her bedroom in B semi-pamlyzed
stabe. For verylear ahe could not undresa, bul sat onthe
elge of 1t Ted, waiting. Would Heochard lat ot 1
secrck in By parting words b JHer vuspense wan Rercibile.
Haol she eondeased gbl 10 Donald i their sarky acqueint-
ince he might foaailly bave gut over S, and wacried het
just the sane—unlitely aa it had once seemed [ but foc
her or any e alea v tell him oow woald b fated,

The dogr slammed ; she cmnld by e bualwnd
bolting it.  Adier looking roand in his customary way
b caoee beobucely up the o, Tlee spark o ber eyes
IdL[ﬁ;h went cut when be a.ppuu:nud. rouod the bed.
rovm door.  Her gaze hung doubtful for a mement,
it 1 her jovang apagenent che saw that be looksed
at beyr with the :m]:‘lr.inr soule of one whoe had  jose
been relicved of o scene that was irksome,  She could
Toobd oue #o luagger, aod sobbed bseccally,

790



THE MAYOR QOF CASFEERRINSGE

Yhew ba had restonsd her Farfrze patumlly coough
spoke of Hencherd 0 all men he was O leust
desirablc A % visiter,” he s&id; cht it i3 my belisf that
hi's Jurt & bit crarcd. He has been reading to moa
lung Lot o betters relating to has pau b ; aned T ecald
do e ks thAn indulges him by listening.”

This wag aufBcicnn,  Heschoard, then, hind nast dold,
Heorchards last wiards to Fadfma=, :hul‘!, us be alond
oo the door-step, had besn these: * Wetll—1'm much
obliged to "ok for lisaening. T omay il mobn: about bee
yiene clay.”

Finding this, Fhe wea much perplexsd g1 W Hen
chard's mareyed o opening the enatoer &8 gll; Gor o
soch =y we= otiilote to an enemy & powet wf cune,
siftent petion which we never fAnd in oorsslees ©r in
our fecnds ;) end fopger chat aborlive forta T =ant
of bu=rt are 0y possilde 1o revenge &s U genetusnty.

Mext moming Lusstta pemeined in bed, meditating
hew toopaery 1lda incipoent ateack,  The bold steoke of
welling looah the woth, demly conceaved, v peb too
baold ; for she dreaded Test, in dofng o, b, bke the ms1
af the world, abonld Believe that the episode wea rather
h=r fault than ber misfodune.  She deccded ro =mphy
Forsarsion—anot with Tanald, Tt =ith the enemy him-
gelf, It seemaed the cnly praclicablsa weapon icft her
as a woman. Haoving laic her plan she roae, and wiola
k2> him who kepl her on thess fenterhaoks ' —

‘1 gugtheard vour inlemics with my hosband Lt
ni.ghr_,mdhwﬂledﬁft nf}uurre'nmg-_ Tll.Ei'ET_l.'
theught of §t cnepshes mel  Have pitF on & distreased
woman | I you could aes e poo would eclent, Voo
do ot ¥now bhow angety bes eald vpoo me btely, X
will b= at tha Ring at the time you leave work—jusi
before the aun goss down,  Pleass come that wxy., [
cannot rest ull I bave sssn you s o fee, and beard
from your moyth that you will ey this home-play
ne futther'
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To htaelf sbe waid, on dedng op s appmal; *I0
erer tepmy and pledingy have served fhe weak 1a Gght
the airong, 1ot them do to nowl!

With s wiew sbe made z toilette whirh difcred
from gl she hed cver attempeed befoes,  To heighien
foer parureal attractions had bidetls beea the onvarying
rvdeavour &F her adule Ife, 2od an= in which she wac
ne novice-  Buk now ghe peglected dhin, and #ves pro.
craded bo imapair the pawel presspeatoo. She had
oot :]Ept ull the previouws n.i;hl:, and this had produced
upon her natumlly presty shough sliphtly worn featuees
the papewe of & CCUntEnABCe dgeinyg prematanely from
enreme spormw. . She salecdml—a3 moch (rom went
of spiTit %5 design—her pooreat, pleiocas, gl longeat
diszacded altire.

To avold the cnnt'lng-.-.n:f of 'I'.n:ing :mgm:ad sl
veiled Bersell, and slipped ouc of the howte guoickly,
The sva wis redubg oo e lull liks a drop of blood en
en eyelid by the ume. lh:h:rl;ntu-plhEmnd oppasile
tha amphithieates, which she spesdily entersd, The
fovenor wat shadowy, and smplalic of the aleencoe of
every living thing.

She war not disapprinied in the feadul hope with
which #l swated Jum., Henelael owme vver the top,
dexgendad, and Luceta wadted breathleanly.  Rot having
resched the rena sha w2 change in his bearing
b &bosoel weill, de o Lilbls distabcs foodey Lt ; she oeuld
pat think why.

Hor could any one eksa lave koown, The vuth
wis 1hal in u.]}pﬂﬁn!'mg thra spat, arncl thix huur_, :|'|:|r the
rendervoyn, Luceits had onwiltingfy becked wp her
entesaty by tha airongest arpwnoent abs conld bove wsedl
autaide mda, with this man of moos, ghﬂm:, and
superstitions Fler figuze in the midet of the buge
A |osnes, s unosesh Plaiones of her dooa, ber alli-
twle of bope and appeal, so stroogly revived jin his suul
the memory of anotber illused woman whe hed stoed
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Lthere and thue in EBppome days, and had now pagaed
away inte h=t rest, thet he was unmaonsd, aod his
h=art smote him {for hawving Auempted Teprimls on
one of & pex a0 weak:, When ba appeoached ber,
dd Lefore she had :pnb:n » 'lrun], hec PeHnl wan half
gainei

Hia maber 39 he had oomoe deean Bed besn ome
wl 1‘.'_'r|1.'i|:1.'| u:elﬁsnun; tat he now put Lo hax
grim hall-emile;, and eaid, in R Endly sutdoed tone,
EGopd -night eve,  OF course I'm glad to comme £ yow
mant e

‘Db, thank yoan,' she gaid Approlensively.

"I g eHTY b0 Bor oo looking 2o i, he sbaemesrsd,
with vhrvnomled mmpunciing.

Ehe shook her head 1 Tlow can you be sorTy,' she
gakedd, "when you deliberately canze it #'

cWhat ! said Henpchard onmasibye. ' la it anpthing
1 have Jdone that haa pulled Fou dowen like that #°

*It ia Al your dedng,” caid che, '] have mo other
gooel, My lappaoess wookd be 3=—ure encugh but for
your threats. ) Michael | dop™t wreck me like thisl
Wou might think that you have done seouah ! Whe
T wzurre hoste T s 0 poung womios ; mow I ame mapuldly
I'tn.-.m‘ni.n; an old one  Mreither ™§ hushamn] nor any
other man will cegard wee with interest Jong,'

Henchard was disaboed.  Hia old fecling of super-
calions 'pi.l:g," Inr womankind in gn:m-.m'l waa intensified
by this suppliant appearing here s the dowble of the
firsl, Moeeaver, that thowghtless wanl o foresglo
which had l=d to all b=c troubls comained with poor
Lurccita still; she had come 1o mect him hers imoshin
ernnpromiai g way wathoun percecveng the rak.  Such
a wioman way very small desr e hunt ;) he Gl gahamed,
krae all o=t and desies to hwmilinte Lweetia share and
ties, and i Jonger envied Farlmaw lod brgain He
had mamied money, but nothing moree. Heochard
anxious to wrsh his honds of the pema,
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tHWell, what & you want ow o da? * he said gestly.
FI wm sure | shpll be very wi]ling. My rl:a.-:l'inﬁ' ot
thoze lettets waa only & eort of practical joke, ond I
revealed sothing '

+To give me back the Tetters prdd any apecs poy
may have that boeache of palbmany or worse,'

'S0 be it Every perap shall Le yuurs, o . Bul,
et we= FOU prd me, Luscttn, be i3 sore Lo find ope
something of the foacler, soinaf of lacee,

‘Al cbe said with eager tremuocsness ;- but e
tdl 1 bawe proved mysell & Githfel and desendng wife
to him, amd then he may Rorgive ma cverthing1'

Hewchard shently lpokerd at ber: e dmoat stveed
Farfrae yuch lowe ag that, even now, ' B1I'm—1 hope
53.' be maid, *But you chall hawe the loibees withoot
il Ancd your secret shall be kept. T oawenc S

*How good you arc |—how shall 1 get them #°

He reflecrxt, aod =id he wonld acnd shem the mext
nwobung. ! Mow don't doult me' he acdded T caw

kerp oy word.!
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RETURNING from her appointemeent Lacetn sAw
man watiog by the Tamp nesrest 190 her owa door
When ahe stojqped 10 go b be cane dnd spoke i ber
Ik =8 Jopp,

Ha bepged her pacdon for eddesasing her,  Buon b
had heard thay Mr Farfoe had been appleal vo by 2
n.:igh'l:.mlri.ng com-merchant i recnmmend 8 m’l‘jng;
partosr ; il a0, bo wishid Lo offer himself, Ho coald
pire goodd secosiey, and bad swed 49 moch 1o Mo
Farrae in a letter; byt he would ezl moch whliged
d Luwcersa would s & word in his fayour to ha
hustand.

"It iE B 1:'h'i:|'|._g [ Loow :|:||:|t|:|.i.ng n.|'|n-1|.t|' =id Laooe=ta
caldly,

"Hot you s =ify 1o oy toarmorilone=ss beller
than n.njrhnﬂy, ma'am," said J'nﬁ'n. "I wam in _]'r:rm].'
aeverel years, and Lrew vow there by aight,!

'Indesd,' e pepbed fBut I Eoew oothoop of

I.'I.'I
*1 think, ma*sm, that a word or two from you wouhl
sacuon Br o whae I eover very moch,' he perosled,

She av=lly refused 0 hove anything to do with
the affaiv, And, cwlting him ahopl, becauss of her
moxisty "o et indooos lefore ber hustand shondd e
har, laft bim on the pawement,
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He watched her till she hed wanished, apd then
weol lieme.  Yrbew be por there be o3ab down i tha
Greless chimmisy onmer bn-u&ln[; 4f tha iron "]“E"-: ohd
the wood lid aceoae them for heaing the morming
kercke, A mowveameol upsirs distorbed him, and
Henwhatd cme down Eom hda Led-room, wher= he
petmed 1o heve Beon rummaging boses.

'T wish," seid Hendard, *you would de e a
service, Yopp, now—Io-night, T men, of you mo.
Leawe this st Mrs. Farfree’s for heee T should taks it
myzell, of eouree, boe I dan't wash to be seen there!

Helanded a [.l.'l.l:'i'.u.;:e in Lntown faptr, wietl=d, Hen.
cpard bhad besn gy good a3 bis word.  Immediateby on
cotmiLE Udoets Bt had ecarchod ower hin few belong-
ibga; and every scrap of Locetta's wrtiog thee he
poseegred wan here  Jonp indifferently expreced his
willingns:as,

* Well, how bive e pod oo toeday P L lodger asked.
L] ,ﬁ,n}' proapect gf am npl,-.n:ing P!

*T arn afrmid not,’ sasid Jopp, whe had not do.d cha
chear off los application T Farre

*Fheére never will be in Crstechridge,' declaresd Fien-
chard decimieely,  * You muost reem fucher aficld” He
sid gowidatight v Jopp, end retorsed we hos onb ot
of the honae,

Jopp =t oo sill his epcs werc attacicd by b
shadow of the candle sonlf on the wall, and looking at
the uﬁginn] hm fognd thot it had formed jexedF intg g
hoad Like a eedhot cauliffewcr,. Henchard’s packet
oext ket hin ghsm  He kaew thewe had baen soinethiog
of th* natyras of 'lrg-ni:n.g betwe=n Henchiard and the
tow Mre, Faefrac: #nd hia vegua sdean on the subject
rutttwed Uwtnetlvet dows 1w Qess=: Henchaed bl a
percel belonging 1o brs, Farfrae, and he had reasnna
for not rotuming that pateed to her in person,  What
could b ingide Wt S0 be went o and ob ull, enis
mated by ressotmen:z ot Lucetta’s haoghtiness, a4 by
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thooghe it, and curiasity W learn i thees wers ang sk
gides to this trapsaction with Henchard, he examined
U packags,  The pen and all bt retselons beng
awkwardl weods in Heanrhard's hands, be han ahzed e
sl without an impeession, it rever ocontring B0 him
that the cfbcaacy of quch o faseeping depecded on ihdw
Jupp was Br les of 2 tyow; be Jiftel one of the xals
with hia panknile, peeped in st the end thue opensd,
paw 1hat tha bundle cungisied of Telers | end, having
satishied hama=1f thus lar, s=miled wp the eod agon by
imply sattening the wax with the corddls, 3nd went off
with the parcol an regueared,

Hiy ].'u.l:b. oL hf = cver-side at the Bl of the
town. Coming inte the light st the hridge which steod
g the end of Higl Sueet, e beheld lounging thorson
Mother l:u:u-um and Nance Huul:ﬁﬂ;e.

EWe b just poing dosm Mixen Lane woy, to lock
i Poace's Finger afors crecping to boed,' said R,
Cuszom. “Ther's a Oddle amd tambosooe gang on
there,  Lard, what's sl the world—do ye come along
e, Japp—'reont fwiader wa five oonules,'

J'npp hadl mestly Lept hums=If oot of this camjmny,
bat present circumetances made him semewhat moes
rickless thae oscal, and wilkowt oaor woerds he de-
ouded o po o hes destination ot way.

Though the wpper part of Thurpower was  asasinly
compased of a curous coogeces of Lams and fame
steads, thers woa 5 less pictutesque side to the parish,
Thiv waa blixen Lane, naw in greae paet pullsd down,

Muizen Lane was the Adullam of all e surrounding
'P'i]lﬂ.EE.. I wan the hii;l'ing'-P'I.p.c:: of those who were
in distresa, and in debt, aod tewble of every kind,
Farm-labourer and viber peasants, who colaoed 4
Iinle pul.'hi.ng with their [nrming. and a bHnle ha'w'linﬁ
rrd hibhing with theie poaching, Foud chemcsloas
pomoneT of later in Mixen Lane  Rural snechaascs too
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idbe der noelshmise, Tural aerramtn too rehellpos B At
dredfi=d or wene forced ing Mieen Tame.

The lone pnd ity surrgunding thicket of thatchod
entlages sirciched dut Lke o Apit inug 1he muoost emd
moaty lowland  Much ihar way sacd, ouch that was
bow, some things that wers baneful, could be asen in
Mixen Lane, Wiee ran frecly in and out eertaas of
the diwiws of M= beaglibourboed ; recklesimeess dwelt
ander the tood with the coeked chimner; shama s
pame bow-windows theft (i bimca of prvation) o
the thatched &ud mudwalbedd biesox b}' the mllpws,
Exyen slagghter bhad not besn altngether unknown heee,
In o bleck of cHtages up &n :IJL}' theem buglt bhave
been eomcttd kn allar to disease in years goog Ty,
Such wus Miren Lang in the times when Henchard
amd Farfrac were Mayots,

Yeu ehis mibdeved = in the .ﬁurd.}' and flgom :.'h.'ing
Cagteclmidge plant lay tlose to the apen couniry; oot
& hundred wyards feom & mew of fobla cling, 2o0d com.
manding & vien actisy the moor of oiry wplands and
corn-felds, and mansions of the great, A brook divided
the moor from the tenements, and we oorward view
Ui=r® wad i way dtmias il—ns way to the hwuses ot
mngd skt h?' the rgad Tt ynder EVLrT howse-
holder's ctaira there was kept @ mpseerions plaok Bine
indie=t wiche ; which pibatk was o secret bridge

¥ yru, s ane of thess teduges houscholders, came
in rom bueincen after dark—and 1hia was the bosinesa
ke Dtre—ypou atealtbily crosaed the moar, eppmachsd
the huwder of the aforesaid Ieook, and whistled opposite
tha howac to which you belenged, A shape de=rmupon
mad= 3 app=wmnpee oo e otleer side hﬂl'i.I'IF the
bridge on end egeinst the sky; it wpa Ioweeed | you
croseed, and n habd helped jou 1o land yoocelf, we
El:l'l:-&r witde  the [.lhﬂ:.amls and luares g:.l.'hn:'r:ﬂ. fmen
wephbouring manope Wea sold them stity the meat
marzing, &nd cho day afler you siood befors e wagie
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trates, with the cpes of sl] your sympathiring neigh
boura conczntrated oo your teck, You disappearsd
fov I'il!ﬂEj Un O WEE :.p.i.n Bovu rd q;.ﬁtl'l:,' 1i.'ri.11.3_ ad
Mixen lane.

Walking atong the bne &t dusk the stranger wes
pbrwck by two of theee pecobar Gatures therein,  Cina
wox an inbecmoitient r|.|.1'|1|}|i:r|.g' frem the hack Prﬁniq.ﬂ. at
the inn hebl-mwey up; thic meant & skditle alley.  Another
mas the sxeosive prevalencs of wlidelng ja the vamcus
tlumicdles—a pipsd nete of seme kind coming Eom
neatly every open deor. Ancther wea The frequency
e white aprons over dingy gowos among tha women
wmunid the dosrways. A white dpron i & swspicsous
wrsture in mituations wheee spodlessness i1 diffile;
moreaver, the industey and cleanlivess which the whirs
wprun expressed were baled by the posioc=t awd gaics
of the women wha wore it—thedr koackles T=ing mosthy
on their hipa (an sktdnde whick lent them the pspect
of iwo-handled siugs), and their shaubders againet doce-
At ; wiole there was a comnog .I].ll,'.!'.il.'r in the torn of
cach honest woman's bead upen her neck, and in the
twirl of her bowness epes, ab aoy Doise reaembling s
masculine frnefall #lang 1ths bne

Yet amid 12 mach that wos bad predy esprowhilicy
mlac foutdl & home, Tnder some of tha roofs abode
pore aod virtwous souly whose presence lbecz was
Aue to the iron hancl of nur.u:ril]r, apd fa that elane
Families from decayed villiges—fmmilice of thay once
bulky, b mow oeatly ezrinee, ssctob of village aocieky
all=d * biviers," wr bifehnlders ccapy-hadders and othec,
whase roaf-irees hod fallen for soma Teason or odher
compelling them to quic the noesl spon Lhat bad been
thusr lwodoe fut geoerationt—cme bere, uoles ey
chase te e wnder & hedge by the wayside,

The ion called Poters Fiogsr was e cherch of
Mizen Lane.

- 1t wma centally vitoate, w6 cuch pleces choeld b
1=l
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and bare pbont the seme sooel releton 4o the Thoes
Mariters aa thie latier bore to the King's Arme, At
Bt cght the inn wat o respectalile as eo b= puzzling.
The [ront door wos kept shat, and the step was so clean
that evidently buk few persona entered over iid sanded
surfare Bt a1 the evmer of the publie hooae was on
#lley, o mere glit, -l:[i'l."id.'ing it from the n=xt l.ﬁil.'il:dljng.
Hali-=ay up tha glley we2 & nacrow door, shiny and
priatiess om M= b of Lefinile haoeds and ahoukders,
‘Thia way the eoiual entrmoce to the inn.

A pedectrian would be seen phsitactedly passing
abong Mixzen Lawe; and then, b a moment, ba would
waniah, using the gazer 1o blick lik= Ashroo st the
dicappearance: of Ravenswood., That abstmoted pedes-
tran had edged foeo the =lit by the adeoit fillip of hia
persan sidemrays; froem the slit he edged Do e avern
by a similac exerciie of skill

The company ab the Three Marinera wees persong
of cpuality 8 compmbsen with  the company  which
gathered here; thaugh it most be adootted that the
lomest tringe of tha Mariner's party touched the crecl
of Feter's at poinks, Wl aod simya of all soses
Tgikesed aboot hees, ‘The landlady wax & wvirtoops
woman, who bed Teen uwnjurtly seot to grol R BN
areenaoly 10 Stgmethubp ar e after el Bt Sle
pndermwant ber vear, and had woom & martprs Goun-
Lenancs sver winoe, escept a6 timea of medling ahe
cobaretie wha apprehcnded ber, when she winked ber
5 LB
To this hnuse Jopp rnd his roguaintances had
aroved,  The asillea on which they st dowo weme
thio wod wil; therr wps baog yuved by pieres of teine
to hooks in the ceiling; for when the gussts geew
Laoisternun the peiles would reck and ovetintn saths
nol some such g=cocity.  The dwnder of brwls schoed
from the hirk:,m:d; sllri:rl.gt'l; hung bebind the blower
af the chimoey; aod ex-poachers aad cx-gamekespers,
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whorn squiree Fad persoouled without a caugas, gt
elbewiag «ch vither—oweo who in pasc limes bad met
in fizhes under the moon, till lapss of mentences on 1he
one part, and loas of Bvour and expulsion from gereice
ot ibe caher, booughe themm here wgether w a commen
|.El.r|='|, whers |JLE_I|' 2t calmly ﬂ'mr.us:ing ol timex,

t Dos't mind hew pog could jeek 4 traut ashore with
& bramtde, and oos puffe the asreams, Chatd ' & depssel
kezper was zaving. S 'Twas at that 1 a@ught 'ee once,
if yoau can mind 2 * .

EThat cam I, But the worst Jarey for mic was vha
pimant bosieess al Yalbury YWord  Your safe swore
Eols= that tim:, Jn-:—nh, 'h:,' Und, she did—ihees's ng
denying it

“Hum was dal ? ' axked Topp.

*Why—Toe closed »3' me, and we roll=d doen to-
Eether, clope ta hia garden hedge,  Hearing the neds,
out b Fuz wifa wilh the oves pyle, and i betng dack
undler the trees sl oGuldn't see which was uppermoss
" Wrhere beest thes, Joe, andee or top 7 7 she porssched.
“0h—wnder, by Gad 1¥ sapa he,  She shen began o
mp dowo upen my dkodl Bock, amd nly, witls e pyde
till we'd moll aser n.g:.'in. 1 \Where hesxt Terwr, firor Jne,
under o op " she'd poecam &gain, By Georpe, 'owss
through her 1w wok!  And then wlen we poL up
in hal] she gware that th= cock phu.'um'l.t way ane= ol
hier earitig, when 'swas nod your beed ac all, Joe | “tans
Sqwre Brmwa's bisd—hat's whoss ‘twaa—oans that
we ]'.rir,kn:-l;l of oy we iuu:u.*rl his 'm.l-url_, an howr afore
Ii did hurt my Eeelings to be f0 wromged| . ., - AR
well'lis et oow'

[ might have bal ye days afore that' sdd che
geeprr, [ was within g fow pards of ye docens of
gimay, warh A aighe moes of birds vhan chat poor one.!

ey his A dur groemtest doings Uat tha world
grty wind of,’ said the furmitywoman, whe, laedy
@cftled in this purlien, s«f amopg the rat Hoving
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Iravelled g prent desl in her time, she spole with oo
wopelitn Latpeiseas of idoa It was ahe who peewenly
axked Jopp what was the parce]l he kept so anugly
unater his arm,

EALy Al Jies 4 poand scerer,’ whid Juppe ' Irda
th= passion «f kwwe. o think that a woman should
lowve one mam B2 well, and hace znother B0 wnmerd-
fully.

 Who's the nhj:i:l'. of your mﬂ'l.'ila.tinn, alc??

Ene that stamda high in thic 1own,. T'd like do
shame her | Upon oy lde, 'twould be s good 25 a
play e read her low=letters, the proud piece of =ilk
pred wx-work | For ‘tis her howve-lstters that Twe ot
hete

*Lowedetters ¥ then Iet™s hear 'em, gond scul, seid
Wother Cuzxpom,  ®Lord, do ye mind, Richerd, what
(0ol e pued woe b when we werd vousper?  Geling
e schoplboy to writs pwes fnc ws; and giving bum &
penny, do ye mind, not to tell other flus whas he'd
put ivaide, do re pond +*

By thin time Jopp hed puosbed his finger ander the
acala, #nd wpfastened the Jeaters, fumbling them over
and pleking wp oee beme and there al Boudom, which
h= read alpod, Thess passages xoon began to unrover
tht pocret which Lueetia had 5o eatnestly hoped o
keep bavied, mnug]: e epasiles, being sllusive only,
dicl not meks it thnEethzr plain.

* hica. Farfrre wrote that | said Hence Hmkndg:
+"Tiz & humbling thubp for bs, as eespectable women,
thal ome af the some sex onuld do it And now she's
vowed bersell 18 anoeher man |’

15 ouch e Betier Ger bert sald the aged fureice
woman. Y Ah, ] xaved her foom a real had :'n.m'i.a_g\e.
&ind she's nover been the one 1o thank me.'

'] =ay, what & good fowndaion foe & skeanty-ride”
aa1d Naoce

*True, paid Mra, Coxcom, eeflecting.  *“Tie a5 good
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THE MAVOR OF CASTERBEITMGE

A Zrennd ine & skimmibe-rde gy e 1 bnowed ;) and
it ought not ta be wasted, Tha lasl o aeen in
fulErb.ri.-L'iHI: musl have Leen Len ¥Ery ago, i a rla.].'.'

AL thin mnment there was o shrill whigtls, gnd the
landladr seid (o 1he man whe hed beesn called Chas,
"'"Tia Tim coodng an. Would y2 zo0 and L=t downo the
bridge for mep’

Without Teplving Charl and hia comeade Toe mose
end Tecerring a lanlecn frim ber went oot ot the hadk
doar and dowm the garden-patn, which ended atiiptly
#t the edpe of the sioeam already mentioned,  Beyond
Che sieeum wis 1be apen ook, oo which & claomy
bireeze amote wpon ther faces as taey odvanoed.  Tak-
ing up the heard thet hed lein in readiness, one of
tham lowessd it acrass the water, aod the et s
further ¢od loscherl the greund fooisieps entecsd open
it, and thrre sppearssd from e ghade g stalwart man
with airapa round hie Knees, & dooblebareclled gun
under bis arm and soape bacdy aluog op behigd bim.
‘Ihey asked him if be hard kad moch luck

tMa¢ muweh"” he swid indiffcrendly. A calc
imaide "

Ren:'i'l."ing i r-ep|:,' in the afhrmateve b= wept oo
inwards, the others withdeawing (he bridee and Legin-
ping to bewesat v his reae,  Boelwe, Iewever, they had
entered the bouse & crr of < Alwy' from e moar ed
them Lo panse

The cry wan mepoated,  They pushed the aniem
luls an our-boose, zod wenl back v e book aof the
ailream,

* Ahoy—ia thia the way do Caslerbridge ¢ ' said some
el o el oLber side,

‘Hot In paruoular,' said Chard. 1 Ther='s o Hyer
alnre :p:.’

<] don't cacc—hem’s for throuph- il eid the
e an s mooe ' 1'we lad etmeelbog enough Tog
La-day-'
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1EBtop & GioudwE, then” said Charl, findieg thae 1l
man wes po ensmy. 4 Jee, being the plank end bao-
tert; berc'a somehbody that®s lost hie way, Yo should
have kept olong tee leeopdes mod, eod, sod ot
bive mitonk acrcas hers,

£ ahedd —ax I aceo now, But I saawa lighe hers,
ancl saps I to mysell, that's a shoct cor, depend wo't)!

The plank was now loweeed ; prd the siangree's
Baren ahaped dtsell (e tha dathaess, He wacs a
mididleaged man, with lair ond whiskers prematoesly
Erer, ATl & broed end gemial faoe,  1Te had oroaged
ot tha plank withowt hesieabon, sod zecmed to s
nothiog «dd in the tmnsit. He thanked them, and
wilked hetwesn them ap the gaeden.  * VWhat plecs is
ihia P! by paked, when they reached 1lhe door,

' A poblic-house!

tAh, Perhape it will suie me te pat up &b, How
then, codme o and met pouz whestle ot oy =xpenss o
the 1if} s Fou bave E‘i.\'ﬂ'l. me."

Themy follawed him inte the inm, where che inereased
light sabibired him ay coe who woeld sand higher in
an estimate by the ep= than in one Iy the s Ble
whe droesed with g cectain clumay richpess=—hic oot
being fureed, ard bis Bead covered Ly & cup of =l
skin, which, thoogh the nighty were chully, must have
teen warm for the dey time, spring being pomewhag
adwvaticsd, In bie hand be srbed 3 spwll Bolay
care, strapped, ond damped with bras

Appareatly surpriasd at the kind of company mhich
confronted him Uuoogls ibe kitdhan door, he sz onee
abandemerl Juy idea of paiting up at the tiuse ; hot
taking the situstion lightly, be calkd For glasces of the
best, pald @ cheo as lee sbowd i the passape=, anod
lurneerl tn procesd on hin w2y by the front door. Thia
w23 barrad, and while the landlady wes anstenlng it
the conmersation abous e skrmminglon Wt eobtinded
in the BilUng room, and reacheqd hug ears
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"What do they memn by a ¥ ckimmdly-rid=""¢* he
mekod,

'ﬂh, sic1* mid the hldla.d_'.', swi.ngi.nh' heior lﬂng BT
rings with depremting modesty; ' Ha 8" old (oolish
thing ther do in thess paste when a man's =il B—
well, nat v partieolacly Jus awn.  Bur a4 8 peapesctabdes
hruseholder [ don’t emermrege il

VSl are they poing to do io ghooly? Tt oie E
good sight b dms T suppeas !

*Well, gir | " she :ir.npﬂred. And then, '|'.|u:|.1l'|na; irtn

maturalness, mod glancing frem the comer of her eve,
7l e fuboeest Quog under dee sun b And i oosts
m-e;l-'rhcg'."
‘A1 I eemember hoarng of some 3uch thing
MNow I slall e in Caateglrisige for bwe v Ouee weeks
tn ome, and sheild ment mind s-m:i.n!; 1be erformance
Wait 2 moment.'  He turned tack, entered 1he sitting
tooo, and sadd, © Hene, good folka; T abould Lka 10 1w
the 21l custom FouU ars Lll'l::inE of, and I doo™t moind
twing comehing towards il—take that, He theew 8
suvereign on Qex Labde and meturned w e landlady at
the door, of whom, having wnguiced the way ioto the
tosm, he ook his lears,

FTher were mode Wheos (ot ofe came (oo, osid
1harl, when the seversign had T=en wken ujr and
handed to the landlady for eafe kecping, ' By Georpet
we adglt to have gol & few moct while = had him
bere!

Lt Mg, na, answered the landlady, 'This is & =
speciable hemmn, thank Godl  And T'0 have nothing
done but what™s hunewrable

' Wall gaid Jopp; *naw xe'll consider (he huskoess
bezan, &nd =il acon ger i in ek

e will ' mid Maoce - A pood laugh warms my
hexrt mor= than & cnrdiat, and thags the {ryth on'e.’

Yopp grihered up the letters, and it being now
pomewhat Laes, he did e ati=op to @l el Farfrae's
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#ith them tar owlt.  He reacled hume, seal=d them
vp nt before, gnd delivered the parred ab it addrusa
peat morming. Wishin oan howe bls ooalenprd wene
reduced 1w asles 1o Lucetta, who, poor soul® was
inchned ta fall down on her keess in thopkfilness
thee &t lzar ne evidenwon rensaived of the wilueky
episede math Henchard in her past. For theugh leery
had bern methec the Legity of inadwertencs than ol in-
tention, that epiacde, o Enowxn, wra not the leae likeky
lu uypeate Gally betweso becsell zod ber busband,



XXyl

SUCH wag the state of 1hings when the cutteot affa’o
of {astertwidge were intermopied by an event of spch
magnitnde that it5 inAnence ceached ta the lowest social
sirflum there, atieming the depsha of ife soccery —mud
'I.:.n&ﬂrl.l:ll_'r wmath U wepm:li.uni Bar W ::Hmmu'ns'h:ln.
1t wos pme o those excitements which, whep l;|'||:':|l'
moye & cogalry town, leave 4 EFMARCNE TArk wpao
its chouocles, 2t 3 waom sumoer perranenthy marks
Lh= :ri:ng in the tree-trink mrrup-und.ing b jia daje,

"A Royal Porsonage was about to pass theough the
boeaugh, o las course fupdet wesk, 14 inaogomts an
immense enp;i n:ﬂ'i:ng' work oot that ). He had com-
pented to hal? hall-an-hour or 3 in the tosm, and o
reccive an addreas (o the oovporasion of Cesterbadgs,
whicl, 21 2 representative centre of boshanley, wishien
thns to express jig senae of 1he preat rervices he bud
rendersd Lo apricollusd s=eoco aid eoenovned, by has
sealowt pompolon of designs for pliong the art of
farming on o mots sTentific boting,

Boyalty had mot bech sgen in Caseerbeidge sines
the days of 1be thind Eing (earge, andd then anly by
mndislight for & fmw minetes, shen that monereh, an
& night-journey, hed swepped to change bomces s che
Kinp™s Arms, The ichalitints therefere deaded oo
miké & thomogh fig qaedormis of the wnwonted
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ocrasion.  Halfanhour's pause wos aet lomg, 3t s
true; but much might b done in it by a jodiceus
groupang of ibeadents, alwve all, iF the weather were
fina.

The edidreta wea prepared on parchment, b ao
Rrtise who mae landy a8 omameotal letvenng, and way
kid on with the hest Enl-.‘l-:lu.l' e crloors vhet the
FEn-painter had in his chop,  The Coungil mer o e
Tuecday befors tha appainted day, 10 aang e the details
of procedure. While they were sitting, the doar of the
Councl Chember standing open, they heard & bheavy
(ootatep coming wp the staird,  Ie advedeed along the
ramaze and Henchard entererd the rgom, in elothes
of fayed end thresdbers shabbinges, the very clothes
which he had used to wesr io the pomal dayn when ba
TR amoog them_

'T twee m feeding,' ha said, adwocing 1o the table
and laying him hand wpon the greet clods, *that I
Ehould ke ra jn;ﬂ.n Fe tn Lhis receplatn of mur illns
tricus vigicoe. I suppose T could wulk with the rend '

Embarrassmd glances wers medatged by the Coup.
ak dod Grower ey wte the eod of his guill-pen, sa
grawed be it dung the filence, TFardme, the peang
Mayor, who by wirtue of hils office ot in the large chaie,
iolutively raught the sensr of the mestoyg, wod e
apokesman *wF obliged to uner it, glad aF he wonld
bave bewn that whe dwby should hava fllen 1o ancther
[ {u].]

*1 hardby see that it wonld be propez, Mr. Henchard !
maid ba  The Coutsl are 1the Council, and o ya arc
g kenger on= of the body, there would be en droega-
larity i the procseding. IF ye were iochuded, why
Dtk rithsty P

1] bave & pandcular reason for wishing Lo 2mt at
e ceremmny’

Farfrme bgked mond. 411 thank T hawve sxpressed
tha fesling of the Council,' he mid
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*Yeor, yes,” from Thr, Rath, Lewyer Tong, Alderman
Tubbet, snd scweral mobe.

“Then I am mt o be allowed o hawve anything 15
do with i offirizlly ?!

'Tam afraid a0 3t J8 owne of the quesiion, mdeed,
Hut of sudrse »ou can se= the doinga foll well, soch
as they are to be, ke the rest aff the sprotators.”

Henehwrd did not reply to chat wory obvious aug-
gesl'iun. lnd. 1!L1I.'ni:||g un bl hE!!. wenl ammay,

I: had been only o passing Ezocy of his, bot nppos-

b crystalliaed dt into A determination, I wedcome
kit Eoyel Highiess, or vobody shall 17 hbe wepe alooe
saping. 1 um mt going to be sat wpon by Farfrae,
or any of the rest of the @ty coewl|  You shal
gre.
The eentful momiog, was lrighe, a full-Rred son
confronting raely window-gazers sactward, and gll T™r-
viived (for they werc practised in weather-bore) that
ther was permanence 1o e glowe Yislors aoon
bﬁgﬂ.n Io flack in From rounty hruses, vi]lu.gu, emawla
vopies, AT lenely uplands, the lager in oiled bowaks
and ol bonnes, b0 ses e Pecepsicn, o O mot tooses
it, at eny @iz 1> be near it There was herdly 2
wotkman in the tewn who did not put o clean shirt
vo.  Salamion Lewgways, Chestopher Coney, Buzzfisl,
and the r=1 of that fRlecuty, shomed their senee o
vhe occpsion by adwencing fheir customary olewen
celock piot 1o halfpast ten; from whish they fowed
& Ailbeulty in geong toek - bo the pwopst houe fior
scveral day,

Henchard had dateensined o da ne work that day.
He pore=d ool in Lthe miucning with & glass of cum,
end wulking dawn the steest med  Tilizabeth-Jane,
whom he had noe aeen for & wock  STL was ucky”
he caid bt how, ey vecnly years bad exjmeed bedoee
this ot on, or I should never have had the oo to
CRITF it cuk’
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i Carty out what F ' soid she, alarmed,

“*Thia welcome 1 am gwog 1o give aur Rowl
wailur

Bhe wag perplesed, 4 Bhall we zo and s i Lo
geskier # ahe gald

“Gem 1| I lmwe ather fish 1o e Vi se= it It
will be worth ming! !

She could do neabing o wlucadafe ehig, aod decked
lerself oot wilh o beavy beart.  As 1he appeioled tine
drew meear she got sight egein of ber stepdather.  She
thought he was going Lo the Thees Marioer ; Bul no,
by elbermsd los "Ly 1.'|'|.n:|uH;]|| Lhe Ay 1.|:|.'r.||1.E' tg the
shup of Wonlftey, the daper,  She wmited in che
crowd without,

In & few minates ha emwerged, wmdog, to ber sor-
pise, o Lrilliont rosgite, while more sutprising still, in
his hand he carried & flag, of eeomewhat honely oo
girwcricgn, Fonmed by tadeog voe of e soall Toaen
Jacks, which abrundedd in the wwn today, to the and
of & dea]l wand—probatdy tho rollee Dom & picce of
cdlice.  Heoclard rolled wp his Bag on e doorstep,
pul it onler his arm, epd wenk down the street

Enddenly the teller mwembeta of the crowd Cwmed
their beads, atd che slorter swood on uproe. It was
said that the Rial corthay apprrached Tha mailwny
had gtretched out sn e towards Casterbridge st this
time, but had not esched i by several miles as yer
pd it the interveneng distance, ay well ga the e
meinder of the journey, was to be treverssd by Tosd,
in the old fabion, Peoplo thus waized—che cowoey
fimilbies to ther @rriage, the masses oo Rest—and
wabched 1he Fae-steetching Longdon hiphway to the ring-
Log ef bella and chhever of toRgbes,

Frum the backgrwnd Elizobeth.Jane waiched the
aepe  Bome i3 hed bien armnged Trom which
Ludica could waioeds e specwsche, and tha frome acat
wix Muplﬂj 'h'_r Luceiia, the H'.a.}':.lq": wife, jl.IHI. nt
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rreaent  [o the road under her epes stood Hencheed
Ehe pppearsd ap brpht and predte that, a5 it socmed,
It wiad expetiencorip e Shwildey wedkotd of wishing
fnc her noice Hut be wax fAr foom attactive W |
woman's ers, ruled ap that ia 50 largely by the paper.
fheiey of fldngy.  He was oor obly & sumeyman,
unabls In oppear as be farmerly had appeared, but he
diadained v appear fs =1l 65 he might,  Everybody elae,
fros e Mapor w the washersoaman, sbobna be new ves
ture eecocding to mezns ; but Henchard had) doggedly
etrined the frettcd and weather-beaten grrmensa of
bypore pear,

Hence, alos, this scrumrsd @ Lgetin’s =yes slid over
him to this <ide and to that =ithout anchorng on 2
feature—ne paily doraed women's eves will e oles do
un swh casioon.  Her manner ﬂiEI‘Ii.Flﬂd quite pl:.:in'l:r
that abe meant to know him in public me more,

Eut ahe wag osver tred of watrelung Doveld, as be
st in onimated roovarse with his ifends o Gew yards
off, weaging Tound hia young neck the official gold
chain with grear sguare Loks, ke thatl mund e Foyal
nmicim. E\'Erg' b'iﬂi.ng: emotion  that hl,-_'r ]:-usl:unﬂ.
showed A3 he wiked had its refles on ber o and Lips,
mhich mioved o liede dophicales we has,  She was livbg
bua part ralker than her OFTh, end cared fur oo noe's
Fitication bat Farracs theat daw,

At leageh a maw seatobed &b che urbes lem of
thie= hi.p:h n.ru.d, n:rn:l}l, an, the secand |.'||.'.ir]|.|;e al whizh
mension hea been made, gave R signel ) end the Cor-
potation it tlele rebes procesded froem the Mot of Lka
Town Hall to the= nmhm}' ermcted 2t the entance to
the town, The cacriages oontkining the Ropal visibor
and hit swiee wcmved At the spod i & clowd of duae, a
pm:uni.-:m wan formesdd, mnd the whale mme oo to the
Towm Hall ot & walking paes,

Thit apor wat 1bhe centre of intersn.  Themse e
a lew cleor yards in front of the Koyl gurriage; and
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inte this space o man stepped befors aoy ol sonld
prevent bime It wes Henchad, He lad samlled
bis private dagz, and remwving his hat Le advaneced
ta the Fide of the slowming vehicle, waving tho Linion
Jack oo mied feo wath tug ledt handd, while he blaodiy
beMl out his oglit ta the slustdoos Personege

All the ladics zeid with baled brssch, < Ob, Book
there | ' pnd Lucerts wat Teady o faint.  Elizaheth-
Jane pe=ped throogh the shioulders of 1hose in front,
aaw what it =5, and wap temrified | aod chen hee oo
tercar i the spectacls as & svacoge plenomeoon got
the better of her Fear

Farfrae, wich Mayorat auchority, inmedialely ros to
the ocessicon,  He teiged Henclard by the shouldec,
dragged him hack, end told bim coughly 10 e of
Henchard's cyea maet bie, and Faelsae obeased ha
Nerce liglt in them, despite bis exotement and iomita-
Hen,  For m omoment Flencheord stead hie ground
rigidly ; thes by ap wnaccounlabla jinpulse pave way
aod retired.  Farfrae glaoced w U ladses' gall=cy, eod
gaw that his {olphornja’s rheek wag pate,

Why—ir i3 yowe hustand™ old pateon !’ enid Mirs,
Blowhnaly, a Luly of the wsghbouthood who aot beaide
Lucetta,

‘Pairon | amd Donald'a wile wich qu.ir:k Ludigmatio,

1) you may the man i3 &0 scyuaintance of M
Farlrac's ¢ observed Mrs. Bath, the phrsiciap's wife, &
o=weorriier to tha Lown, ﬂ:m:-ugh hie? recens modrmagn
with the doctar,

' Ho werke for mp busband,” said Luceiis,

ridh—is thae wll ¥ They bawe been saving to me
that it wra 1.'|'|.:n:.u.|!j'|. him PpoUC bauband Gesk got a
teomng im Casteebridge. What  stores  people wil
tellt?

They will indoed, 1t wwanotag etall  Donald's
genvioa would Buve enabled him b0 get g fonting any-
whers, without anyhody’s kelpl  Ha would hare been

AIr i
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Just tbe sroe i thore had been no Henchord [moahe
wordl ' 1

Ie wa) partly Luredla’s ignemance of the cipcgm-
stabcss off Thonald®s acrival which bed her to speak chua;
parly e sensation that evecybody scemed bent oo
l:nuH'.-inE her at this triumphant time  The incdant
twd ceocupicd but 3 few moments, buet it wn3 necessanly
witriggsed b chie Roval persooage, who, bowewer, with
practissd Lact, adected not 10 have noticed 2opthing un-
usgnd.  1e aliphted, the Mayor pdvenced, the address
waa od ) the vasivwr replicd, then zaid a few wends o
Farfrae, aod shuok bands with Loc=ia as the Mayos's
wifz, Toe eecemony conupisd bot o few mingles, ppd
the carriares raoled heavily as Pharaoh's chariois doeen
Corn Sieser and ot opon the Buchoooeth Read, In con
Lountinn of the jaml.mr.]' RS twarrd.

In the crowd stood Concy, Buzedord, and Lonpeays,
*Suoe dhllarence betwean Jom woew aod when = 2unyg
gk the De=e Manoem ! said the first  * 135 wonderft
how he could get a lady of her gquelity 1o go snacks wi'
e it sweh quick tioe!

“Troe Vet bow bk ok worship fne  rbodbes !
How there's & Eeterlooking woman than she that
nobody niotices ac all, bosuas <ae's akan te thae Bonush
felluw Henctaol!

' I eould worship ye, Jaze, for saying that," remarked
Hamwe Mockodge, 'I do liko to eoe the Uipoung
pulled off soch Chostowns wmull=s. I an guile wneqeal
t2 the part of willain myself, or 13 gi'e Rl my small
atlver to 2e= ther lady toppered, . . . And pechaps 1
aladl soom," she wdded oypoimody.

*That's ngt o opbls passionl for g 'gman o keep
up," eaid Longways,

Namce did sob oeply, but evary one koew whae sbe
meant.  The ideay difusad by the readding of Luocetta's
letters wt Peter's Finger bwd condensed inTe B soan-
dal, shich was epreadiog Lhe o scusnatie fog duough

1
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Miren Lane, and thenos wp the back sirecda of
Casterlridge.

This mixcd assembiame of idlers known to each
other prasenthy foll apan into twa bands, by 4 proceas
of Tatural l:lmtinn, the !'rr:quenl:m of Ih=ter's Fi.r:ger
going aff BMisen Lanc-wards, whoee most oF Them Tived,
wiale Cunsy, Hurefiond, Longways, aod thal oenpecuon
remained in the preest.

‘Tau know what'a brewing down theee, [ auppose?°
said Buzzfind myaleceoutly to the olhers.

I','_Znnzr lroked ar kim. Nt th= si:i.r.n1'|.'|i.t:,'-ri|:]1-.?r

Buzzford modded.,

T bave my doobis o v will b cooed oor” s
Lu:mgw.::lrn. ) l.'h.n:}' are Fﬁi:ng it up I:hr.:.' are 'I-:i.-.:pi.ng
it enighty claze,”

1] heard they wer= thinking of 14 foctmght aga, at
all events'

PIET weee curr o't I'd lay informacien,” said Long-
wars emplatically.  *“Iis 100 mugh a joke, dod spt to
wakr Ticda im tawns.  We know that the Scotchemezo i
a ripht enough Ten, B thae Jus Bdy has been & opht
endaugh wman sino= sl ame here, and i dere was
anything wmng abaut her afoce, that's thear husiness,
nat owrs.”

Coney reflecied.  Farfrme was still hked inothe mom-
munity ; bt it must be owned that, &5 the Mayor gnd
man of moncy, engeedscd wills alfsies and ambaricas, ke
had Loat 1 Lhe e ol the jronrer inhalitantis acme-
thing of that wondreus charm which he had had for
therm &3 & Light-hoearted, penoilesy young man, whis cang
ditties &= mdi.]]r as Uv= hirds in th= trees.  Hence Lhe
wndety to keep him from shnogance showed not quite
the ardonr that mowld have ancmited 30 in Grroee days.

*Buppuse we make inquiraticn inte jt, Chrstopher,?
eontinned Tongwaps; ‘and il we find there’s really
anvthing in i, drop & leddcr oo them owan conceroed,
and advivs 'em e Er.'c]'.l ot of the n}f?'
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Thia course w48 decided om, #0d the groap sepamtod,
Hurrivrd saving o Coney, “Cuome, my aocient Eriesd ;
l=t's mmve om.  Theres nnthing mere e kee here.”

These wellintentiansd ones would have been sur-
prosed had they koden Low ope the great joculnr plo
n-.l.|]5" was, " Yo tn-nighl:," ]-::-T.-p tad =aid o ke
Peter's parce at the corper of Minen Lane, Ay 2
wirid o 08 the Fogal wisit the hit wail Be all de cwoe
pat |:|:.r r=ax3m Of fheit Ereat gleyatinm teday.”

19 him, &t least, ic wes oot & joke, but & Elstion



XVII

THE proceedings hod been bricf — too beick — ta
Luocetia, whom am intceicaring  Fefien hod  faide
mastered ; bur ey bad rought hee a great triomph
neverthedess  The shoke of the Hoyal band aull
lingered o her fbopeed ) Gad the chic-chat sle haid
overbeard, 1hat ber huslood might passibly receive
the twmrc of knighthred, though dle to & degres,
avemed not the wildeae vision; areamper thisgy had
occorred to men so gocsd and aaptroting ae her
Sordchmen wos.

Alter the exdlision with the Mapor, Hamchanl had
mthdmwn lL=luond the ladi=s' stan:l; and theee he
Etocd, Tegrrding with R stAre of pbstracton the apot on
ti lappel of hic coke where Farfree's hand bad seiz=
it He put loy own bend lewes, 2 i be could ]urdl.}r
eelize aach &n ouiage from ore whoan it had cawe
been bos wonr o cbeat warh ardent geoercaity.  While
i:nu:i.nE in this ha.ll!'-sr.u]:-eﬁud skafe 1he comversatinn of
Lucetta with the ocher ladies reachesd hix eara; and
b disrinetly lweand ber deoy him—dony thae e bad
amzisted Donald, thay he was ansthing more then g
COmMIMGN JOIImEyTaN-

He mowsd oo bomeward, snd met Jopp in otha
archway 1w the HKull S@ake 5o yma've lad 3 youlyt
aaid Jopp.
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fAnd what it I have? " aogwared Hemchard aternly,

*Why, I've had one= tro, so we are both wnder the
mame cold phade.” He briefy relaced his atleopl to
with Lucelts's intecssaicm.

Henchard merely heard bis story, without @king it
deeply in.  Hia own relation to Farfrae and Lucet@
oyargbhadawed all dandred oo, He wont ob eaying
bwokmnly v Yoouelf, 5 5he hasy supplicabed 0 me
her fimee ; and ngw her g wnn't oan me s her
eved ek el . . AW be~how angry he loolked
He doove e bick as if T werm & ball breaking fence,
e o - 1inok it lika & Lamh, dor | saw it roold nor Le
geatled shere. He can tub brine on & green wonnd |
« . . But ba shalt pay for 8, ansd sl chall ba oy,
Tt must cyme (o tussle—Tace b0 face ; anl theo we'll
sez how a coxcomk: can Trent 2 man

Withowt Fuctlier mefectsen the ey mapchant, kend
on seme wibk] purposs, plz o hasty dinner, sl went
forth &2 find Farfrae.  After being injured by him as
a pval, and snubbed by hooe az & jouwrneymsan, ibe
crowning degradotion had been ceserved G this dey
—ihat he shauld be shaken ab the collor by himoas @
vagaband b dee Ges of the wleodi tosn,

The owds had disperssd. But foc the preen
archres which stil stood as they were erected Caster-
bridge Jife had resopesd i ordinary shape  Henchard
went dovwn Coum Stemet Ll be cume 1o Farsa's hose,
where he knocked, and Jeft A messoge that be would
be glod te ev hin emplaper at the grananes af aoao
ap be convecseody coobd eotoe thees,  Having done
tlut D= proveed=ad mpod o the ek wod esiersd
the yard

Nobody was peesent, &, a3 he had been awars, the
bourers and warters ware :njn].'ing . hﬂ-huﬁtﬁi}' an
aooownt of the prants of the mnming—thn:lug'h thee cartetd
woold have to petuen for 2 short time leceT on, to fesd
ard liner dowo the hwrsex. He bhad redecbesd ihe
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grarary steps and was sboot 10 ascend, when he said
o himselT aloud, * I'm strongee than he?

Henclard cAurned bo & shed, where be aclect=d a
short piece of Tope fam several piaces that were lving
about ; hitching one end of thia to 2 oeil, be ook cha
gl jan 13 mghet hand aod wmed hopseld boddy
mane], while beeping his arm agrinst his sdde; by this
comrivands he pinioned the latcer efsctively,  He o
went vp the ladders o the wp Boor of the ooens
sfores-

It =ap empty, except of o {ew gacks, and at the
furchar end wad the dowr aficn dnentiohed, opeting
under the cathéad and chain that holsted 1he zacks.
Fle fised thr doww open, apd Tooked ower dhe sl
Thars was a depth of (hirty or fory eet 1o the ground ;
Lec= was the aput on which be lad le=n stan:ling with
Farfrae when Flizzbeth-JTane: hed seen him 130 his aem,
with nany oisgivings a8 (o what the movemdnl por-
tended

e retired m few gteps iz the 1oft end =zited,
Froom thes shevaled peech bic ope could aweep the poods
reund i.l:ll:ll.llr the uppsT Tl uf the luxunous chestnat
trecy, now gelicats in leswes of g weck's ope, and the
dreeping boughs of che limea; Farfeae's gardew and
the gr=en deor lmding therefum.  [n ouorse of Hme
—he oould not say bow Jong—that gresn donc gpenrd
#nd Farfran came shrough  He was u:lr-:sm:d as il dor
4 joornay.  The kw Light of the nmcng erening caught
hu headd and faor when he emerged from the shadow

of the wall, warming them o & compicion of flame
colowr, Hl:n-rl‘l.l:-l.'l wmatched hin mth haa oouth frmly
821, Lhe squareness nf hix jaw and the wertecalicy of
b profile being wndwly marked,

Tarivae mme vo with ane band in his pocket, anrd
hummin}; a wne in 2 way which told that the waris
ware moat in hia mibd.  They wers thooe of the soag
be had aung when be armved years before at the Three
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Bariners, & poor voung men, adventacing for life aed
fortwiee, aod scaocely Lnowing whisherswand e

F4and here's o heod, ep tnesy fiers,
Acd ple's & Tued & tioe" !

Nothing moved Henchard bke an old melods, Ha
sank bark. 'Mo; | @an®t de itl® he gasped Why
does the nfermal dool bego that now 1?

Ar Jongsh Farfrae waa silent, and Heochard looked
oot of the laft cdooc. 0+ WhHI oo up 1 W T
maid.

cAy, man' sud Farfme. ' X conldin's s ven What'a
wrang '

A minues later Henchard heard his feet om the
Eowect ladder, He leeard him land oo the Frst Aeor,
ayrend aod land oo U= second, bego the ksomt @
the third, And then Hiy h=ad 1= thm-r.lEh the Lag
Behind,

FWlar mr= pru doing uwp bers ar ooz oot he
miked, coming forward. Why didn't we take yaur
holiday like the et of 1he men?® He apoke in o
tome wloch dwd just severily spowgl st ie e abow
that h= rememl=red 1he ontoward event of the fore
TaRA T,

Henelard said roldag ; bar, pming back, e closed
U #1air haichway, and stampexl opan it so that ik weal
tight jeda 115 frame; he net tormed to the wondering
young ean, who by this Gare obacssd cthar one of
HE‘JH.'h.ﬂ.TIjIH 13 T'an .I:‘l'_ll.I:I'lL! 4] :II.'I! HME-

*an," wnid Henchacd r_||.1i:t]g,l, iwa stapd Rre= tn
Ehce—mwn and man, Your money and pour fuse wle
po Jongee Nift e alwwe me as ibey did Gul now, &id
by poverty does nat press me down.?

! What does it all mean * psked Farfrao simple

' Wait & It mw lad. Yow showld bat ehoogll Lveca
bwtore you afoanted 10 extrewoes 2 man whe had wething
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o los=.  L've stppd your rivaley, which cwined me, and
wour enubbing, which humbled me; bat wour hustling,
chatl disgraced ove, I woa't agmd o'

Farfrar warmecd o Litthe gt this. * Y='d mn boainesy
there,” hie waid,

"84 moh 44 any ont ameng wve'  What, wou
Erward stripuing, tell & man of my ene ha'd o e
nesa there ]! The abgervein swelled in his forchead
ar he apake

I You inaylied Eoylty, llenchasd, angd °twas my
duty, A2 the chicd magisdrace, o siop you,”

*Buwaley be damne=d' sad Henchard, <1 am uy
]ngu.'l =y YOy, pome fg that!'

El am pot bers to aggue, Wait Till wew eool dodon,
waik il yru cowl; and voo =l se= thing: the same
way an | do!

Voo mey be e one 1o epol] At sad Henchard
Eri.mt_l,'- ' Wow this ia tha ma=  Here be we, in this
I'nur-gpprc loft, tn finish oot that JitHe wrecils PO
bBegan thae noeng. Thees's the deor, Eoroy fooe
abova grownd. Ot of cs two puts the other out by
that door—the mester ptays Inside I he likes he may
&0 do=m sfeerwards And piva the glarm thet the ehere
has fallen oul by wocident—oar be oy 12l U tuth—
tkat's his hosin=ss.  Am the steqngesl man I'es tied
ope amm to teke no advantnge of 'se,  D've undee-
ptand ¥  Tlwo Lem's a1 'ee!’

Theps wus no gHme fnp Farfae to do aught bor one
thing, 10 chas with Herchard, for she latter Rad conue
on 4t euce. It wat & weesibop malch, tha objece of
aich beang o give his antagonist & hack fall; and om
Henchard's part, unguestionably, thao it should ba
theough e dor.

Al the oulzet 1Temwchard's held 'I:r!.- his un|.1.," hnrd,
the pight, wa8 on the 1ot side of Farlrac'a collag, which
be firtnly grappbed, the e holdiog Henchard by
Lis coller with the eontrary hand.  With his oght he
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sideavpured to pet hold of Ris antagonist's beft ar,
wlocl, however, he cowld bor do, 3 adreatly did Heo-
chard kerp it in the rear aa be gared opon the lewened
eved of hia fair aad slieo sntagoniae,

Henchanl plantel the bt toe forward, Fadme
cTossing him with his; mrmd thus for the stroggle had
very Euch tha appearance of the crdinary wreatliog
ol thoze parts. bHeveral minutes were passed by them
it this attitude, the pair recking and writhing like 17081
io a gale, bolh preserviag Al abeodute silesce, By (hin
nme their breathing woold be beard.  Tleo Facfras
ericd o pet hold of the pthes sid= nf Elenchard® ool
wluch waa resisred by tho larger men czering all his
force im a wrenching moovemeot, and this part of the
stmarghn ended by his forring Fadme down on bis
knees by sheor precsure of ope of hie muscolae ayms.
Hamperad a3 he was, buowever, be could net keep bim
there, and Taefrze finging his Bert ognin the struggss
priceedad aq belnes.

By a whid Hemwhacd Brougle Ikmald daswgerouasts
near 1he precipion ; sesing his positien 1he Septchman
For tle= Best wond leecked himeeli to his adversaey, amd
ol the eforts of ihat bfumated Peince of Darkptss.a
&1 he might have been called from ki appearance just
now—ewets jnadequats to Tift o7 loosen Farlrac for a
ime My an axtmiondimary =lors e foocesd=d st |2,
though mot until they had gat far ack again from the
furad door,  In deiog 20 Henchard contpived ko fogm
Furlrie 2 vomplete sanetsault. Had Hetshand's ader
armn been fre= it wonld hove Been all cver with Fadfrus
then, Tt apain e regained his feeq, wrenching Elen-
chard's amm eanmadeably, and causing hie shacp pain,
as oould le s==n fram the twitchang of bis fac=. He
ingtamidy delivered the peunper mzn en annibileting
turm by the Joft fore-hip, a3 ic wacd 1o be aepressed,
and fl‘.'ﬂ.lf.'n-'lr.ing up hax l.l!'r.'.l.'nl'.:.p_'c thmst im towanls the
door, never logsening his hold Al Farfme's fr bead
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s h.u.nﬁing over 1hwe 'lr.im-:luw-si]t. aod hiv arm d.:.ng'ling
down euttide the watl,

‘Row, sad Henchard between iy gasps, “1his s
the =nd of what yop be=gan 1hia maming. Yeur bLfg
i3 in my hands,”

VThieo ke 5, eake il1? said Fadme,  ©Velve wislesd
to bong enaugh ('

Henechard ooked down upon him in silenoe, and
their #yet mer 'O Facfme!—rhat's nol tous!" e
said Eitterly. *0od is my witnesa that no men ever
foved mnother as I did thee b onc dieme o 0 Aad
Il.:}'n--[l'u'.'nugh I cuoe lecd o Lill 'eu, I wnnut bt
the=| {ro and give me in charpe—dn what you wl
—1I cate nothing Ber =hat conies of ne !

He withdrew to U back pare of e loft, and Bong
hjmsalf imtn a carner rpnn knme farks, jn the atan-
danment of reenaree,  Farrac regarded him o sibence ;
theo wenl e e lureh and descended theough it
Henchard, wagld fain heve m=mlied him; Tt his
torpue filed in i3 dask, and the woumg man's Geps
dimd on bis ear,

Hencharsd took hie Mull measyre of shame and sell
eeproch,  The seeniea of hig fiest acquainianes with
Farfme mosbest lack opun lum—rnat time when the
curigus mixjure nf tomance apd 1hhfe in the poung
TERA'S OB Peailion o comindbded Bia bearr 1hac Fus-
= could play upen him as on on instooment. So
thorcughly agbdwsd wmt he that k& cempined on the
aarks 18 2 coruetong Bettude, wnesoal for 2 s, and
for such o man. e womanliness ot tragicaliy on dhe
fgare of o atoen & pitca of vividity, He hoard & con-
rermalion below, the ap=oing of the comch-hiuse door,
and the putting in of & borse, bak took o netice,

Hara ba slayed ol tha thin ehades bckensd 12
omaquoe chacurty, and the loft+lcaor berame an ohlang
o gray lighl—the only visible chape aroand, At Tength
it ardal, shock the dust [obt hea clothed wearsly, fat
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hix wuy o the hatch, amd grepingly descended the sieps
Lilh hoa gt in the paod.

'He thaoght highly of me once,' be murmursd
‘ Mow bl buske e and despiss owe foc evect!

He bemme posmessel by an urerpnu:ringwi:.h o
get Fadme prain that night, and by anme desperace
pading to anenipt the welligh impogsible tack of
wmooing pardoo for bes labe mad aioack.  But as he
wolked towards Farfmue's dnor, ke realled the mn-
hetded doings in the vaed mhile he had Iwin abova s
a sort o stupar.  Fadoe i remeocbered had gone 10
the stable and puk the bpose butn e p;ig; whil= I.'h'.li.Tl.E
a0, Whittle hed brought him & betcer ;. Farfae hed then
sard et be would st po twwards Bodmculh as he
had intendrd—that b= wos one=specledly sommoned o
Weatherboey, and meant to call st Bellstock on his
war thitler, that plaice Tpng but ome or dwa mailes out
of hiz coarss.

He muat haye come prepared ioe g Jnumm' whrn
he first armved i e paed, wnstcpectiog cnmity ) snd
ha st Fave driven ol |:-1.'I|-L~ug|:|. in 4 changed deosction]
without saying & word Lo eny oe on whot hal ooourmed
bearwestn Uwemyelyia,

Tt woold therefore be opseloss Lo ol at Favlree’s
houwse il veey ake

Tlere wid wa help for it but to =ait Gl ks retum,
though waiting was eliocat lorlose o his remleas and
sell-accuding soul. Iz walksl aboot the streets acd
outskirts of tha (own, Lngering here and there LE] he
reached the stooe Lridge of which foenlion has Teen
meade, an  ponustomedt ]:ulﬁ:n.ﬂ-'pla.-:e willk him bew.
Heen ha gpent a bang gme, the purd of woters thmugh
the wer mesting b ear, wed the Crasctbrdge lights
glimmering at no great slistane all.

While leaning thus upen the pampet, kia listleas
nttentien mwas amakemed b gounda of a0 unromastomed
Xind from the towg quarter,  Tler wers a confusion
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af rhythmial nrises, to which e strests addsd yet
more confusian by encumbenng hem with echaes.
Hia firet incutious thooght thag the clangour arose
fraom the Wwem tand, chgaped [ an atetpt o rouan:l
off m memorable day by & turst nf evening lulbrdone,
was tontradicted by cetthin peculiaritics ef tevether-
ton, But inesplicabilily did not moose Bim 12 more
thao & cursocy heed ; his sense of depradaapn was oo
tlewag foc the admission of fercign ideas ; and he Jeant
againgt the parapet it before



Xxxix

VW HEN Farfme descended oon aof the Lot hreathlecs
fremi his enepunter with Henchard, be pawsed ol ihe
tewem ko opessver himsell,  He amived a1 the gad
with Us iotenticnw of patteng the hurss ioto the g
himezlT {.:IJ the men l'l.a.'ri:n.g e heligay), apd driving o
a wvillage on the Budmouth Eoed,  Despica ehe jerfol
strugple he decaded siill 3¢ persew=re o his jmemes,
w0 a5 10 recover himsell before going indoars and mest-"
ing the eyes of Laeetta  Flg wiched oo consdder his
cunt BB & CAse BD BCEIONE,

¥hen e was just on e point af driving off, Whittle
aTrived with a nore hadly eddesssed, and beating the
word timmcdiele ' apon the owrside, Oo opentng i
h= way surposed 1o ses b @1 was uns'l_phnr]. It ran-
wined o hrief cequest that he wmold gpo 10 Weather-
bury thet cvening abour some bosiness wluch le was
eeacbtting Uwerd.  Fudrue krww wothing that ooold
make it prazsiog ; but as e wus bent opon going it
he picleed 1o (he anonymods request, particwlady as he
had 3 =l to ke ar Mellstock which could Te ancluded
in the zame= tooc.  ‘Ihersupen he $old Whicle of hds
change af dicestion, in =erds =hich Heschaed had orer-
heard ; and act owt au bus wap. Farfae had oot dieensd
las tan @ ake the message indogo, and Whittle had
pot bemn suppased to do 20 on his owe reaponsbilige
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How the anobnymond Jecoer mas the well natentionesd
kot clemay contrivance of Lomgmays and otlec of Far
frac'a em, te get hiem it of the wey bor the avening,
in ceder thar the earinoal semmery should Fall Bad, if
iL were attempi=l. By giving open tnforoalion Lhey
would haye brought dawn upon their Beads the renge-
atiee of thoce wrong their ormrades wlme enjored thess
bodstermms el FRmes and therefore the [.||.u.r.| el mdlng
a letaer Tecommended itseld e ats indicectness,

For poor Lucetis they rook no proceslive mosasure,
beliering with the majonty there was some wuth
the acandal, whith sbe would have to bear as she hest
pnaglt,

It wog abnur ﬂlﬁ'ht n'q:l.nd:, and Licetta was :ittinﬁ
in the draming-room alone.  Might had s in for more
than balf-an-boer, ban ahe had noe had the casdlcs
lightes, B when Fadtas ®as awap she preferoed wwting
for bim tw the Rrelight, mnd, il it wete et too ooll,
Eecpog oo of tho widow-3ashcs & il way open chat
- ¥he anondd of Niis wheels ol reach lee ears early,  She
w49 leaning back in her chedr in 4 mere hopreiol mood
than she lad anjoped sives hee marviags, The day bad
becn soch m sonooexs ) omwl the l=mpumcy uneasine:s
which Henchard's show aof efftancery had weanghe in
her Daaappesieed with the quict ditappearance of Hen-
chard himaelf onder her hostand's repool. The Boat-
ing evidencea of her abserd passion for Rim, and its
eoneequences, had bern decteoyed, and she really seewed
to hawe no @ose far bear

The reyverie in which these and ather subjects mingled
was destocbed by & bobbub o ile didano:, that in-
creaasd mome=nl |:|3," mmment. It did ned g‘.r\::l!ﬁg,- ZUuT-
prse her, the afterncon having been given op 12
rocreation by & omajory of che popolace since ha
pagxage of they HKoyel equipages. Hul her attention
wod At onca ryeled 1o the metier by the woise of o
piaid-secvied oeat door, 2l spoke fvem &0 upper
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windew acbiss Lthe sepsst bz gotd ol maid eee
more el=vot=d thon she.

* Which way ke they going nowd " inquirsd the rd
with inpeast

‘] @mn't be pure o & mnment,” mid the aesond,
*becpuse of the malters chimbley, Oh yea—I can
gea b, Well, T declaes, T declare|”

! What, whaot? ' from the first, mor= =nthos:astically.

"Theyr are coming up Cotn Steeet miter pill Thes
alt back e tack !’

! What—— 1w of 'em—are theare two ligures '

t¥ey  Two imeges on R denkey, hack to back,
theat olbowa died o owe anotbher's | She’s facing the
beud, and befa facing the @il

5 it meant for anyody particlar ¢!

EWell—it tndd e, Tha manm has got oo a4 Dlow
coat oed kemevoere leggiogs; = bhas black whiskers,
snd a eefdish facee ‘Tis & stoffed Agure, with &
mack.

The din wan incr=asing now—Lbeo it b=sz=oed &
Tettles,

' There—I shan't aes, after sll!' cried the disap-
pudnt=l first mail.

' They baes gonc intey & back street—Iihat'a gll,' a93d
the ana wha ecewpicd the spaable poaitdon in ohe atric
" Tlwe=—now [ have got feen all eddways nicely |

1What's the woman Lke?  Just eap, and e el
it & moment iF i meant fee one Ive o oind,”

| My—whye'tin drmssecd jusr at she wuy  dressed
whan sha zot in the oot seot ot the time the Pla.].'-
aetors cams to tha Town Hall 1!

Too=im started 10 ler feer; and adomost ar Uue
instant the door of che joam way quickly end gatlr
apensd.  Elizabeth-Tase acvArced inte the feslight.

I hare come o ae= yad,' ahie 2a1] bemthlesly, <1
did not stop to knock—inrgive met 1 per Fou lave
not shut wewur shotteea, and 1he windaw i open.”
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Withoot taii'i:ng bar §.cretfa's reply sha cmoEued
quickly to the window, and poled out cwe of the
shurtert. Lovend ghicded w Ler side. ' Let i1 be—
hiah | * she aaid [mri:mptn;lril}'l m o dep vpics, while
aht seired Elizaberb-Jans by the hard, and held wp
lier finger.  Ther iotercourse= bad be=n s low and
hurmiel thot pot & word had been lost of the conversas
oo without; which twd thue procesded (—

‘Heat benk s onetversd, dod ler har Lo hends,
and her hack-cnmhin place ; she's got on & pure ailk,
and whito ;mockioge, and selooned shoes.!

Again Eligabweih: Jube atleropred o close che manda,
but Lascetin beld hec 'by main Joros.,

“Tia me|® ghe said, with # fce pale s desche ' A
proctsnion—a wandol—ab elfigy of e, and T ;'

The lagk af Ebzaberh I:H!I:ﬂ.:.'h:l that the lartsr kn=w=
it ulready,

"Let wy shot it cub,' coazed Elieaberh-Tape, wssing
that the rgid wildress of Loreiia's feafures me grow-
ing yet more rigid and wild with the neering of the
boine khal lewghiter. 4 Lat ut bt i1 ooue !

"It tf of o wel? the chneked cut.  CHe will
ara it, wob't he? Dhenald mwill pec ikl Fg 3n just
cuming booe—eand i will bemk his hea—hbe will
TNEvET 1|:|'|.'-: e AnY mrre—angd nh‘ it mll kil twe—
il me-*

Elzabwrth.Tans way foantic oow.  'Oh, can's o
Hﬁng he done 10 stop jtP? ahe coed. 0 Inchere nuhnl:l:r
1o da it—noc oo P

Sl pelingoialied Lucers's laods, and s fe e
doar.  Lucetta herself, saping recklesaly, ' I will yen
itl" taroed o the wandew, threw wp the sash, and went
cut upish the balcony,  Elizalwih jiooe=dlalely fllaw=d
ker, and pot her am oeound tbec o poill her o
Lucectta's eyes were atraight wpon the speciacle of the
bocnoy revel, now advancing mmdly,.  The numeneus
l:iE]'iI:l arpuryl the bwo cﬂﬁgil:ﬂ threw them ok e Jond
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dirtinetomsss ; it wad dopostble to mintake the pair for
ather than the intendsd victims,

tCowa in, come in,' iomplored Ebzabeth ;) and et
ime shut 1be winclow!*

15b2's me—she's me—even o the  pRAGGel—my
groen parapn] ! cried Luccttn, with & wild laugl as abe
xLepﬁed. m. Ehe stood cnobooles for une ernngd—
then Gl haawnly o the floac.

Almost gt the insdant of hee Gl the ruda mose
od tha abimmingan ceaded,.  Tle ooy of sarcastip
]11|3h1~=|: wunf off in ri.].'lplu, arwl the trampling disd
out ke the ruside of & spnt ind.  Elizaborh was anly
indirecely cunecious of this; she had ruog the bl
aor way '|.'n|=n|1i.r:|.; WVET I.u-:l:!f.l' who remained convulsed
nn the carpet in the parogema of eno spileplic seiauee,
Lhe rang again and again, i ovain; e poodsialive
Lu'ing ihar Ui stnants Jad all un out of the hogss
to e mocy of the Pemonias Sabbath than they could
eoo within,

At last Fafrae's nan, who had e oogape on the
doot-siep, mme wp) then the oook. The shucless,
hasily pushed to by Elizabeoch, wers quite doesed, o
light was ofaaoed, Lecewa cathed to ber moom, ond
the man sent «f For o clowtor.  While Fhjzabeth was
ubhdressing her ahe recoversd comsdiousneds; but as
soun Akl remembeved what lad fmossed the it e
hprned,

Tha doctor amved with unhoped-tor prompaiceds |
h2 Taarl Léen 31aoding &b his door, bkes atles, wondet-
ing what the wpmar m=ant  As soon as he saw the
unbappy suffetce b said, in anawer do Elizabeil’s myte
appesal, ©Thas is eerhows,'

I i a i Elizaberh said

"Yea, Fat o fitin the present stele o her health
meany mischicdd, Yoo muct serd &8 ooca for Me
Fareme, Wlere iy Lef*

*He hax driven intn th= country, siry sail e
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parlout-mewd ; Ve some place om tha Budmonth Eoad,
He's likaly to ke back anon.’

Exever mind; be must he sent fo7, in rase he
ghould mok hurry”  The docaor ecturmed fa the bed-
aude apgain,  Tha man way denmwched, and ey spon
beard haim :llt!u'inp: out of the yard at th= hark.

Meanwhile br, Henjamin Grower, theal prominent
bargess of whom mention Jas been slroady made,
hearing the din of clemvers, Langs, tambwurines, kits,
crouds, humsirgms, serpents, mms-homs, emd  olher
Biswewical kinds of muaic as he sae imdooes inotha High
Sureet, hal pur 8o kin hat and gooe vuot to bearn the
cagse  He ame to the comer phave Forfrae's, and
e bkt the sature of the peoccedings, Jor Beiog
a native of e 1w be had mitossed such ough jesis
belpre,  His frat move wag L asarch hith=r and thith=r
for tha comngtabdes @ theee weee t70 in the toen, abrivelled
me=r wlom be eluamately found i biding b analley, yee
mare shrivelled than wsual, heving seme oat ungmunded
feara that thoy might be roughly hendled if secn.

Whar o we two e bieamigers do against swch
a multitudel! Erpn.ll:ul.:.tad Stuhberd, in answer em br.
Crower's chiding,. " Tia tempting 'em Lo comimit fris
gt ge npot wy, atd thes would be the death of the per
péloator ; and we wouldn't be the cause of & fellaw
creatiere’s death on ne ccount, not we "

"Get aoowe help, then | Hore, ' coma with wou,
We'tl ume what o few words of sutberity o A Duoick
onw ; haye FoO Eac youe staresdt

‘Wa didi's wane the folk o nenice pg 28 law oficers,
bBeing 30 shortdomded, aic; se we push=d oor Gever'
memt slaves up this 'lru.tr.r-pi.'pﬂ.'

'0ut with "2m, and come slong, for Heaven's sake |
Ah, heres Mr Blowlody; tul's locks!  (Bluwbody
was ikt Lhiril nf the theoe hnrmlgh mn.g'i.s.rrndm..]-

'Well, shat's the row ? " said Blowbody,  ®Got their
LTT R L

LY



THE RBAYOR OF CASTERBRIDGE

*Mo. Mow' gaid Gegwer (o ong of the constablesy
tom @0 wikh Mr. Blowbedy round b the Old ¥Walk and
coor: op the sires ; and I'll go with Sholbbewd aumigha
forwardd. By this plap we shall have “em betwesn
Gl their amea obldy s no ateack or intermaption,'

Thate ﬂ:'rE_l.' Earl= Bur as Stobberd with M
Grower advneed intg Com Strest, whenos fhe soands
had proceesded; (hey wero sarpriced st no procsasion
could be sest.  Ther passed Fadme's, and looked e
the mrd of Lhe strast. Tha= 1.:.11.'|p HBames wpwed, the
Walk trees soughed, & fow [cungers sbood abouak with
ther hands i sy pockers,  Everthing was mt paual,

1 Haw= pou seem o 111|:|I:|.-:5" cTowd, nuh;i.ns o diyturbke
ance 1" Grower 3pid magiscerially to ona of these ina
furian ke, who smoked a shon pupe and wore strapa
1'l.'||.'ll1|:|. l'I.L'I EL‘IEﬂ.

'Erg per pardon, sirf' blapdly eid tha peeson
addrested, who was be other tdan Chad, af Peisr's
Yinger. Mr. Cirewer repeated the worda,

Chal sheak hia head to the prro of childlike igner-
anc: Mo owe haven™ demn mnything ; hava we, Joa ?
And you was here afaes 1

Joeeph wua quile ra blank g3 the ocher in his repds,

'"H'sweethat's odd,' said Me Graesr, ®Ah—hem's
@ respeclalle man caming that I know by sight.  Hawe
you,” b inquited, sddreming the nesring ahepe of
Jopp, “lave you soen any pang of falbows maling
devil of & noise—skimmington Ading, or something of
the soct? "

'Oh no=—nothing, alt," Jopp oeplied, ag I pssiving
the most sinpular news. Y Hui I'we not be=en far e
Tmight, 3o perhaps——!

'Oh, "rwea heepoe|ndt bicre,” anid the maglatrabs,

' Waw T witiced, come te think o', thal tha
wind in the Wolk teees makes a peculinr poction-hks
murmur te-night, sic; moote than eombuwen j a0 pacheps
‘twas thea ' Jopp sugzested, ax he rearmnged his hand

JA
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in his greatocat pocket (where it ingeniously stppoied
& pair of Hichen fongs and & cow™ hom, throst yp
under his waislocar).

*Heo, nr, na,—dwe think 'm a sl Consahble
coma this »mv,  Ther must here gone inte the heck
apreet "

Weither in bock street noc in front sirest, hawever,
conld the distarbem be perceived ) sod Blowbady mnd
the asennd eontiabls, who caroe up at thas voe, brought
sioialar int=higence.  Efigies, dvnkey, lnotems, band,
Rlk brd disappeared like the crow of Costy

"Mow, sl Mo Grower, *there's only one thing
more we aan do. Chet pe bolBa-dozet Jeelpers, aod go
in & body to Mixen Lane, 4nd inta FPelac’s Finger
I'm moch esostakest if wou den't find 8 clac 1o the
Pupetralars thers.”

The rusty jointed executors of the lasr mnstzred
atvulanc= As soom 49 they conid, and the whele pamy
mamched off to the lane of nownet. 10w oo wpid
malter to get thers at night, not 2 lamp or ghmmec
of wny aopt ollecpg iqell to Lght the w=ay, excapt &
nooasional nale mdiance thraogh wame wbdow-curan,
o1 through the chink of some door which could mot T
closed bewmuse of the soroky chimpey within,d At lact
they e=ntered = nn Twldy, o the ol then bedoed
Frant-dear, skter 8 pralonged koockiog, of landness com-
miencurate wich the inpoesances of their standing,

In e settles of 1the h.rgu i, Eup&d 1 Lhe il
ing by cords a5 ugual for stabilily, on occlinary geoup
sat drinking and smoking =ith smheesowe quict of
demeanour, The laodlady looked ouldly al e ine
vadery, u.:ﬁng in Phonest ocEnia, sl -El.lm‘inﬁ',
pendemen; dhere’s plesty of room. 1 hope thore's
notieop dmisa P

".I'hn:p laoked round the roam,  * Suredy’ =aild Stube
beerad e ovw of the mack, 1 saw wou by now in Corn
Btrevt—=DMr. Grower spoke 1 'ee # '

Jar



THE MATOER OF CARTERBRIDGE

Tha mat, who wat Clad, sleok his bead abzenthr.
11'i= heen here this gt |1|;||.1rI heint I, Menoe #7 he
gaid Mo the wpomen whe moediteively sipped ber ale
st hon,

‘Fath, that you tave 1 came in for my quiet
papper-time half-piod, and pow was hees ihen, a8 was
&l thea peay !

“The wther coostable was Goog the chock-tase, where
he spw Teflerked in the glasa & quick modion by the
Lndledy., Tuebiog aburply, lee ciughe hee ¢ hisang vhe
orenudoer.

* Samething curious about that oven, ma'sm " he
observed advancing, opening @b, snd draawing oot s
war el ning.

*0h, she wijd, spologetically, " thar’s what we keep
here k0 use when theee's & little guiet dencing,  Youw
Bt damp weatleer apcdls a1, so I oputb it Lher: b kecp
et eyt

The conptable modded Ewowingly; but shat he
knew wag nothong.  Holww would unething e elicined
foom this mute and moAenyive asembly. [0 a few
minutes the investigetors weoe out, and joining those
of theit acslaone who had been Ll sl che door, shey
pursuad iheir way elsewhithar.



XL

LCING Yeefare thds time Henchand, weary of his muma-
baliond on the Pridge, had repaired sowards the wawn,
Whew b= stood al i boteaty of the steesl 8 podomsuien
burst upan his view, in the act of turning oot of an
gllep juan sbore him,  The baoeetns, hoems, and malti-
tucle sEarthed ]1.1|:|:|_; bie saw the moonted i.l:llu.gE:lr and
knew what it all meant.

They cooased the way, cntered anothor steect, amd
disappesited.  He lutned tack 2 fuw ateps and wus lost
in grave meflechon, ﬁrull:,r wanding bizs way harmeward
by tha abtscur: river-side path, Tnebde to ecst thees,
he went e hay stepdaoglier's bedging, aod way wld thae
Eliuhﬁlh-l].:nﬂ hard grne 1o Mre Forfrue's, Like one
acting in obodicnce to & cherm, and with & peme-
lewa apprebeomion, e fellowed in e soe direction,
in the hope of meeting her, the ropsieress heving
»aniahed,  Theappointed in 1hie, he gave the gentbest
af puils e the doecbel], and then Jewrol padiculars of
what had gcoutred, together with the doctor's impera-
tive arders that Farlme choitld e brought Rione, 8ad
how they had sef oot to weet bim an the Bedoeuth
Bocar,

‘But he las gone to Mellvaoock and Weatherbues |
exclumed Flenchord, now wnspeakabdy grisverd. Hat
Tudmoyth way at all’

F4d
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But, alas! for Henchard; he hed lost his good
rame=  They would not believe hun, ooy s sonds
but g3 the Frothy ytterances gf reckleasness.  Though
Luceia's Lfex seemed gt that momcrs o depend upon
o= huslmodl's tetoen (sl beu:g in great inental agony
lest he sbinuld mevec know the unmaggerated truth of
hee pact relnfiona wath Hlencherd), no messcrger wac
denmechied wmards Weaehactbury,  Henchapnl, inoa
swite of Wier anmety aod oontotion, determined e
seck Farfrme himeslf,

T aiv end b haseesed dows tha wown, i abkog
the easterm oad owver Dormeover moor, op the hill
Eeyvond, snd thas onward in the mederate darkness
of Uag apriog nighs 1l he hed reeched a seond amd
wlmorat a thicd hill aleul Uoee ooles distane In Wl
bury Tlattam, the '|'.||.u.1r|..al'. the fant af the= hal|, be Listrned.
At fest nothing, keyond Bis own heart-throbs, waa o
be beard Bt tbe sluw wind icakiooy ity Jousn aowng
the mosses of spruc= ond larc:h of ‘l'.llhur:" Wood which
clothed tha heights on gither hand ; but presently theee
same the aoond of lighe wheels whewoog cheir (eles
eguinat the newly stooed patches of wad, accuppanied
by the dictant glimmer of lighta.

He knew it waa Farfrac's gig deseendiog tha Tadl
fiom gn imclescolable pecsooality ino s ooise, the
vihicke ]u.l.ling been his ocwn 10 I:H;IJ_E]'H: 'b}' the
Evarchmen at the sazle of hif cfocls,  Heochard
ther=cpon retmced los sieps, the gig coEng up witls
him g it driver glackened speas) st the oot of the
decling,

Tt was o prdnt in the haglowaw nesar whech the prad
g Malistpsk borhel of from the hameward direrton.
By diverging to that village, #3 be had inteoded 1o do,
Fucirae nuight prolably delsy los eelomn by a couple
mf hopum. It soon djppeare) that his intenton wax 1o
do zo sk, the light swerdng towards Cucheo Lane,
tht b r-road atcreseid,  Farfraa's of gig-laep fasghed in
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Henchard's fare.  AE the 2amoe Hme, ¥adma disrerned
hip o #ntagonict, ’

¢Farfcae Mr, Fadoe | coed the beeathles Hep.
ghard, brlding op hix hand.

Farme allowed the horee to dum scveral aeeps into
the branch kfe bedor: Te pulled op. He tben do=w
reim, ko peid 4 ¥ex 7T orer hin shoulcl=rc, s gne would
towarde 8 peoncanecd chemy,

Fooom taek 1 Casterbridye at ono=l' Henchad
said, *Thers's something wrong at ynor hogse—re-
quairing ypour eceturn,  I've mum all the wey bhere on
purposa to bell oyt

Farfran wma Fikent, wnd af hin silence ETenchand's
el gank withitn hios.  YWhy bed he sor, befone chis,
thrught of what was waly too clndaoa? He who, faer
hewra eRtlier, hadd enticoed Fadme intn R dendly weeciles
atoed noor in the deckness of late nighe-time on &
lan=ly raad, imviting him 1 come 2 macticular way, whees
ke might hewve coriecemtes, insiead of his parpessd way,
whars there might Te o betrer opportoocy of goarding
himsell fyom attack  Henchard cookd stmost fesl this
wiew o thiogs in courae of pessage through Farfme's
rIbd.

11 howe g0 gl to Tr!gl.'l.ul:l;rr:'l:,' mid YWardme |:||.'|l-c||:|.'J [ 1]
ba Ieosened hin 140 te moae on.

1Hut' imploced Henchaed, file oatber 4 moee
wricf than your lusinea et Melstck, Tt s—poor
wifa| Ehe is ik I can tell pou particulara g4 we go
alung.'

The very egitaticn and sbeiptness of EEznchard io-
crezoe] Farftan's snapicken that 1his wae @ pwte to decoy
bim on o the nect wood, where ought be =Fertually
compassed what, from policy or want of nerve, Hen-
chard had Bided to dooswrlicr in the dey, He started
|.!I.E b-DI'HL

'I know what wou thiok,” deprecated Henchand,
rubrabng afier, altooat bowed Gowb with despair a8 be
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procaived 1l imsdge of unscrepuolous villiey tha he
sspuawed tn hes furmer Eneods EyEs. "Hat I am nol
what yvou think|" he cried heoarecly, ¢ Belisve me,
Farfram; 1 lawe cinbe enUrely an yout owh o yoalr
wife's accognt.  She i5 in d;mgr:r. 1 knaw nn ™more ;
and they want pou te come. Your mAn hee pone the
ather way in 4 wuamake O Faclrse| Joa't maiaeruct
me—Il am a wretched man; tut my beart is tru= w
you ekl 1"

Fadrma=, howewor, did distrust hoen wiletly. He
Ynew hiz wile was with chill, bwt be had L=t ber ™
long spe In perccs health; and Henchard®s freachory
wat arire cbddibde rhan Bis sory, He had o his time
hezard hitter ironees from Heochard's Lps, and thers
might be jronics wow. 1o Quickened the horse's pace,
and had o fees Inte the high coantey Iv¥ng tetecen
ther= and Mellatock, Henchard's aposmscadic un alie
kim kending et mage substancz g2 his thanght of evil
FTpEAS

The g and s dover lessased aguuost the sky eh
Henchard's oyey ; his execlions for Forfrae's good bad
becn in wvain, Owcp this Tepenftank Ginoer, 8t Jeast
Lhere way U L= oo jop o heave:, He curted hesnsell
K%e a less scrupuloos Job, oa 3 wehement man will de
when he loscs aci-eespeect, the Lagt mental prop unedsm
povecty.  To thiy e had ccme afer & time of swoee
tiona] darkness of which the adjcaning wosdland sbadbe
Rorded inadeqnetes illupimtion,  Pessamibly e bogan 1o
walk tack again alang the way by which be had aerived-
Farfra¢ skbondd at all évents have oo ceson for debay
upen the poad hy geeing him there when he took tos
Journor bomeward later o,

Amiving at Castedndge, Henclanl went again to
Fourfr='s bowr to meke inquinies. As soon ot the
door opensd soxious e cooftoniod his fromo Wbe
peaiesadm, hall, and landing ; and they all sad io gricy-
aus d.hnpp:ﬁnhznl, IOk iy not e l! The mad,
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Brnding his inidake, lad bong sites feroroed, and all
JH.'-].H:: harl le=n centrsd UPLT, Henchard,

'Buk haven't peu foued him #7 aeid the dacior,

"Weo, - o I caonon 1ell ye! ' Hendanl repbed as
L= zmank down om 2 choir within the entmice ' Ha
can't be home for vwg howra,”

'H'm,' =aid thie phytician, celurming wpatairs

"Haw iy she?!' waked Flenchard of Lilizabeth, who
formed one of the growp,

“In grest daager, fader Het snniey o see her
husband makes her frarfully restless.  Isor woman—
T fear theyp have killed her 1!

Heochard prgarded the armpathelic speaker fur i
few inalaols as if she struck him tn 2 new Iight_; then,
withoat Tutther remark, went out of the door and onward
to hin borcly cormage S0 moch b man's rvaley, be
thuoght. Drath wan Lo have the upster, aod Fardae
mnd himeslf the shells.  FHut abeut Llezabeth-Jane ;) iy
ehe midss of his gloom she acemed b ki &8 8 fan-puint
of lgbe  MHe had bked the= lwk of ber o= os she
pnpweresl bim frgm the ctpies.  There had been pffoc-
fon in it and above all chinps whae he desired hew
wiay affectron from anythiog that was jood and pure,
Ehe =us nnt his awn; pet, fgr the fzst time be bhad
& Taint drecaen that T might ger to like her as his own,
—af she would only e linage o owvs hio.

]n'pp was jusl gﬂing k3 b=l when Flanchard gat home,
Ad the Jateer enlceed the door Jopp said, t This s acber
bad abwout birs, Farfrae's dlpess®

L Vs, xaid Henchang ![‘Il‘ll‘tl}'. t'I'.rr.-'u.gh itk Le dT:.ﬂ.min_g
of Jopp's complicicy e the night's E_uﬂmmnadu. and
risihg bis eyes just sulfoemly b ubserve that Japps
far= was lin=d wich .in:l.'int_l,-.

tGomebody hea called for pow,' confioued Jopp,
when Henwhaol was shutting hocoselfl inte his nwno
cpuctment. A kind of travcdler, or seacaplain of
AOEG GO
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TOh |——whe conkd he bed

1He seeoesd & wellbedviop omo—had goer hair
aod & bropdish RRog; bt he gave no mame, apd ne
masage

INor do I gi's lum any areention’  And, sapng
this, Henchard closed his deor.

The divergences to Mellstock delaysd Farfrae's mium
very neatly the two howrs af Henchard's  cscimoate,
- Among 1he ocher wrpsnt rosaona for bis peesspee had
been the neml of his asthooty 1w send w Bud
motth for & second phpsicieo; and when et lepgeh
Farfram did coma btack he =ay inoa pale hopdering
on distmacticn at his misoneeption of Heodorly
motives,

A negteppar was despeiched (0 Budmouth, labe 3
it had ST the uiH,]:ul U 0N, and tha oiliee diwlar
mme in the Fmell hogrs. locetta bl been mich
soolhed by Donald™s arrival; he eeldem or oever Icfc
her xide ; und when, iwmediaeely alfetr his enwy, e
hat tried to [5p out to b the seccet which snoe
pressed ber, e checked ber foebbe worde, 1sst talking
shaold T« dangeecas, assubog ber there was plenty of
firme 1o tell him sverything.

Tp iz this time he knew nothing «f the skimming-
ton-riale,  Tle dangerous illieecs and meoscarmage of
MTE, Farirm= wan =pon romoured I:hluugh the bowm,
and an spprohensive guess having been greem B3 o s
canse Iy Ui l=adizrd in the caploin, conipuancuon and
fear threw o A=ad sil=mce cver all [.IﬂJ'ti.El.lIﬂIl wd ekt
orgic ; while those immediately arcung Lucetm would
not venture o &dd to ler huosband™ disgress by sHud-
ing to th= :||.1|:|j-.-.1:t.

What, and how much, Farfrae's wifc witimately ex-
plained Lo biow of ber past ernaoglsment with Henghard,
when I'J1.|:_1_,r w=re alone I the anlilude of that sad D-Ehl.
catnot be told.  That she informed him of the bare
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Ectd of ber peculiar mbimacy with the ocmo-merchant
becama plein (vom Farfrae's own sralements,  Bue o
reapect of her febsequent cordut—ber matere o
eotuing 1o Casterhridgs to onite hersclf with Flencherd
—her praumed juslification in abandeting Liw whes
the diecovered nsoans for fmring him [thaogh o truth
her inconsequent pession Fer another man akb Arse sight
had moet 0 do with thae abapdonenent] —her melbod
of reconciliog w ber conscience a marrisge with e
second when she was in & Measuns committed to the
firsk: tn what cxleod she cpoke of Owes thiops re
mained Fadre's secret alune.

Besidux the watrbman whe called the boura and
weather in Casterboidge that oight e wolked a
figure up wed duwn Coon Strest hardly legs Frequently,
It wpa Henchard's, whose renting to cest had prowved
it=clf & furility a3 acon a8 atempted ; and he gave i
up o go hither and I!I:l.il:lhErI and make 'i:nqui:riu bt
the pacient every now aind hen, He called pa much
on Farrac™s account a4 i Locenda's, and o Elizabeth.
Jane's even iovre than on sither's  Ehoro ane by one
of all other interests, his Tile seemed conkering on the
poracpality of the atepléeapheer whose presence Tk
recently he eoulil rot endyre.  'i'n o s2e her om oeach
oconainn gf big ingriry al Luceola's wra & combord o
him.

Tha last of hixs calls was mods phaot ooy o'clock
in the moming, in she stecly light of dawn,  Lucifer
wad fAding inte day aconss Dumewver Mear, ihe sjaoows
were just alightiog fmto the strest, and the hena haed
begun 19 cackle from che puthouses.,  Fhen within &
Foor vards of Fadtae's he saw the doar pently opened,
end 2 servant mise ber hand to the knocker, to antiz
the pico: of cloth which khad mufBed & Ha went
Betoss, the sparows in bis way scrcely fiving up oo
t nmd-litter, =0 little d4id they belisve i humas
REETeRsion A B0 carly A [me
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SWhy do you take off that P said Henchard,

Slee twroed in semoe sorpose 31 lig peescnot, end
dill nnt answer EpT mp nstant or two.  Fecognizing
him, aha faid, “Becaiuw they may knock ms Jnod aa
they wbl; sbe will oever bear it aoy oo



XL1

HENI’:HARD wénk bt The maming having fetee
fully breke he lit his fire, and gat ptaimciedly besides
:i.L He had nob sat teera ko when & gentlo faoragep

the house ond entered the passage, & finger
t.lpplng lightly at the door, Henchard's face brightened,
Lor be koew the nwtions te be Elissbeth’s.  She canos
int Lia Teom, khoking won and sad

‘ Have you heard £ abe agksd- " Mo, Farfmel  She
i—ilmnd L ¥ea, indesd—abone 2 hour agol?

L know iy’ said Hewchard, ' [ have but btely come
in from there 16 33 50 very good of ‘e, Ebzabeth, to
oome and wll me. Yoo owost be so bined owi, oo,
with rill.ing' op-. MNow do pau hicle here wath me 1y
morming.  Yeu can g0 And rest oin the other room
RREd I mll call “ee wlen broakfaae i3 ready,”

"I'n please bim, andd herself—for bis ceceot kindlbines
wux winning & aurprised gratingde from the konely girl
—she did at be bade ber, and lay down on & sart of
couch which Henchard had mgged opr oot of & serele
in fhe Adjoining Teom,  She could hemc him maviog
about ln hs proparatlons; buk her mind ren most
steongly on Lucetts, whize denth, io swch fulnsss of
lite, and amid such chesrful hopes of matemity, was
ppalliogly urespecied.  Preseody she il Ralecp,

Memnwhilo her stepither in the ouer room had sat
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the hreakiast in reacliness ; bot Boding that she doged
i wowld nor call her ) bie =waited o, Teoking inte the
Are aod keeping the Letrle boiling with Loosswitely
care, as il it were an hoooor 3 have ber in his house.
In truth, A greac change had comie oyver bim with repard
Lo ber, and be was developuog the deesvan of & futuce br
111,' ber Alial [reseOce, na L'hnush that my alane= rguld
happiness lic.

He was distucked by avucher knock ae the door, anil
case e epaen it mather depracating 2 rall from enyhody
juct then, A stoufly Built man stood on the doorctep,
willl an alen, undacnliee ace sboue his fAgoee aaed b=
ing—an air which might have been w@lled colooial by
prople of cosmapitan saperisnce Tt wgs the man
who Fed acled che wae a0 Petee's Fingar, Heschard
oodd=d, and lsaked incuisz.

'Egod mpming, gotd morming,' madd the sEEngEc
with prafuse bearsipcas,  'Is it Bie. Hoochard T am
Balking Lol ' .

* My neme in 1enchard !

‘Then I caughe “ec at home—thee’s Aght,. Moo
:i:nﬁ"': tha e for Buasinese, ik I Can T hidve a few
worda with mon 24

‘By &ll means,' Henchard answoeesd, showiog che
way In

*You may emembar me? b oanid his wisitor, seating
himeelt,

Henchard vbserved him Indiffecsnily, aod sbook hat
hemd.

CWoll . pethaps wou may mot, My i §9 Hewson,'

Henclwed's face and epes aeemed bo die The orber
did. pot neitice i *I know the meme well" Flenchord
aaid at laal, lookine oo the Boor

‘1 oake oo doobe of dwe  YWell tha fhct ks, I've
hren Incting for 'ex thls furtnight past. T lapd=d af
Heavenpool and weok through Castorbrldgs on my way
to Falmouoth, a0 when I poa there thenr told tos mod
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had some years befors besn Jiving at Creterbridge
Back emrnm Foagzain, and by long &nd by loe T goa beee
by goach, lem ounutes age. ' He Jives down by (e
mifl,'" says thep, 5o here I am.  Now—that tranesc-
von betws=sn us soun® dwenly years ajrome-ls thae
T'sr rolled ghont “Twas & curicus buriness I wan
younger iheo than I am now, and peshape the beae wid
ohowt {t, i one sense, e bertec!

‘Cuncur businesa | "Twas woese  then oericug
I canvol even allow {hat P'm the man vou met shen,
I oas nod in my sesss, and & men's senaes are bt
gzll?

‘Wa wery woung and theughtless,” said Messon,
 Howerer, I've come to mend mamers cilber thano
CPn ATEUMEnY,  Foor Juwmn—he's wak A sRoge
EXEroTiftee

i Tk waxt

' She was & wRrm-hiearied, homeapon woman,  She
wai por whal they call sbrawd or charp ab all—beser
she bhnd be=nf

' Bhe whe not.

1As yod o all likelihewd Enow, she wes Sipl=
mindad enough Lp think that the zal= was in & my
binding. Sha was ax guiltless o wrong-doing in that
particular &% & saint in e tlowds’

1 kpow it, | know it [ frnund i& oof <irecey,
il Henchard, siill with syerted eyss.  Thero lay
the ating o't to wme N she had s=eo it ma what a
whA, Ehe wold pever have et me. Mever|  Hut how
choald abie ba expecled 1o khowe  Whal advastages
bad sh=# Man=. 8She coull wobe ber vwo name,
And ng morg!

Eiell, it mas et bo ey heart 10 dndessive hes
when the d==d was done' sadd b= silor nf former
days. I vhonghs, And thete wag not muach sanity in
thinkirg 3, thar che woold be happicr wich ane.  She
wit Laatly bappe, and I never woodd bave ondeceived
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her till the rl.'.|._'.' of ber death Yoor ch'id d.:il.-d" she
had mnothey, oo gl went wetl. Dok 8 Gmd c 0 e—
mind me, & lime always dost oo A [imAe oome
—it was same while ofter she and 1 sod the child
redummed feom America—when sorcbedy she had oo
fided her histocy wo, wald bBer oy chom e Ber wes a
mockery, and made a jest of her belied i omy rght
After thet che =as never happy with me. She pived
and pined, and aocked apd siphed  She wid she most
leave me, and tben cmme the question of ouc child,
Then & man adrized me haw tooaet, and T did i, For
I thoweht it wag best, T left her ar Falnseulh, and
went off o s, Wien ¥ gt 1o the otber side of the
Atlantic thees wes o gtoroy end] it was soppased chat a
kA of us, including mysell, had b =ached owerboand.
I zor wshiere 2t Mewloondlabd, and een I asked mysslf
what I should do. ' Sinos I'm here, Teeee T Bide T
thowght ko mpsell; ¢ 'swill b owoat Kindreas to her, pow
she's raken sggins e, 1 el ber believe moe loat; s
[ Ihnught, t=hile she= LTt T beth plive she'll be
miceeable ) but il abe chinks me desd she'll po back o
lum, and the clull wall huve & hooe'  D've oevsr e
1arned to thia gty +ll a mamith ago, and 1 tourd that,
B3 [ hod sppposcd, ehe went to you, and my dagghter
with ber.  Tley rold e b Falmooel that Susan gub
dead. But my llizoteth-Jone—where in sha? '

tDerd likewise,' wid Henchard $ogeedly, ! Sueely
yerd learnt chat goo ¢

The =iilop start=d up, and tack on epervated pac=
or two Jdown the reom. *Depd |® he ghid, o & Inor
woior, ' Then whan's the wse of my money w0 me e

Hl:‘l'tl‘_h.i.l'dl withunt n.n:w:rimg, sbragk hin head, a2 i
that were mRiher 8 question for Newson himsell than
fogr bim.

* Whote @5 ghe buded 7' e traveller in juinsd.

' Heade bier owther,’ mid lenchard, In the sams
atalid tnoes,

A54



THHR MAYQOF OF CASTERERITHIE

* When did she die?"

FA pmr g and more' repbed e other amdecad
hiesitation.

The aaiber continned amnding. Henchaed  never
lenkesd wpr froem the feor. At last Mewsoo sad @ ¢ My
joommer hither has been for pothing?! 1 may 21 well
go s T ame! In ham served me right, TL broubds
¥OU T N

1Tenchard heard the retreating footstepa of Mewson
upon tha waoded Aeer, e ewchwosa] iy of tha
lutch, th= slow opening and dasing of the door that was
Tatwral ko B baolked or dejecied man ; et he did not
turn his had Mewaon's shadose pasced cha window.
He was gone

Then Henchaed, acarcely belicving the evidencs ol
hig sepnes, toce fivng hes sear, atdeed ol whar Jee had
done It had Te==n the igulse of & mement. The
regand Bie hed laiely acquired for Elizabeth, the nee-
pprung luope of his Joocliness thee she would be to
bim a r[:ug'htu'nf whrem be could fe=l ax prood as of
the aceus] drughter ehe 51311 bodieved hersell 10 be, had
buen atiaoubaes=d by the weespecied coming of Hesaon
o & gre:dr exclosiven=a in relation o hur_; xu that
the audden proapect of her losa had caused him to
ppeak mad les bke a chald, in pure sweckery of conse
nuenes. e hael ::l.]mted. fjuestiona to close o roend
him, and unmask bie fabricatien in five minutes; yed
guach gueslivmng lad nel come,  Bue swrcly thiy would
mme; Newson's l=pacture could be bet momentary ;
be would learn all by Inquicies in the town; and Teomm
0 ke hig, and sony Jog Bat teeasure awiy

He thastily pot on his hat, and w=nt oot im the
direction that Mowson had taken.  Mewson™s hack wes
gool vimble wp the mad Heodard fobewed; and
maw his visitnr stop ot the King's Acms, whers the
mprmang coRch which had brought him waided hekfan-
hour for avother coach wluch cmased theee,  The ooach
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Mewssn had come by wes now abogk 10 move RgII0,
Hewsn meounted ; s legrags was pot 1o, and o 4 Tee
minuces the vehirle dizappearsd wizh him.

He had ot a0 mooch ao turned bus heed, 1t wsn an
nct of simgle farth 10 Hemwchard's wonls—fath sa saopla
& 10 be almost syblims.  The young sajlor who hod
key Suzzn Heochard an tha spur of the moment, and
on the furh of & glance at her faoe;, o than owaney
yeara betore, wra bl Jiving and acung onder the frm
af tha priselmd teavellar who had teken Henchard's words
on trust =é abaslute ad Lo chaeme Biok g s sdeed,

Waa Elizabeth-Jans to remain his by virtue of this
hurdy invention of 8 moment ¢ Perhapa net o long,'
sl be  Mewson migll convcrse owitle log Jalbows
trvellers, some of whnm might T Castectwidge people;
wid the vick would be digeoyvered,

Thia prolmbilipy theew Haochard ome 2 defeadive
witioode, and inread of conanleding how best to dghe
the weang, &nd scquaint Elizateth’s Fsher wsh the trath
st once, he tedboughl hoiowslf of wlys oo keep (ba
poEition be haq accidentadlp won.  Trwapds the poong
voral heraell his afecion grew more jealously sirong
with mach méw harard 1o wludi bt ¢lam s her v
sxpeaed,

Hao watchad tho distRnt highway, sapecting Lo s
Newson retum on fon, anlightensd and inchgrant, 4o
clajm bis child, Tuot np Bgure sppeared.  Poasitly ba
hed spoken to nobody oo the coach, but burked hia
greel Lo his owo Jear

Hia ﬁ:rid.'[—urﬁut oy :i11 pier mll, to that which ke,
Tlenchard, wonld fez] At the loct of her?  Newspn™s
alfecion, cooled by yesrs could nid ecpual his whe hed
beeo coostantly in ber presenes.  And thua his pedious
soul sperionsly grgued to excooas the separation of father
] child,

He welorned t the hoyse helf ﬂ'pﬂ:l;‘hﬂs’ thet aha
wogld bars waniched, No; thore abe wede|uat comag
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out from the inper room, the marka of alecp upon her
epelids, and exhibiviag & geacally refrestied b

'O Rtherl’ she soid, smiling. 'I bod no sooner
in down than I napped, though I did no1 oesan e i
I wander I did not drmm abwot faor Mrs. Fadrae,
afl=c thinking of Tor so; bt T did not.  Elaw ptrange
i4 33 that we do onot ollen dreare of Jawest ewveons,
absorbing as they may be.

1 am glad yrny have been able to sleep,” he aaid,
taTing bier hand with ansicus propHewaship—an a4
which gay= ey & pleasant sooariae.

They aat down to breakfasg, and Elisbeth-Janc’s
thoughts reverted to Luecctta,  Thir sadneuss added
chatis 1o 4 couwltestoee whose beaoty hadd ever loig
in its meditative salemen.

*Fatker,' she caid, as apon @3 abhe mecalbed liecself
Lo thie wutspread cneal < it ax 2o kind of yau to get thia
nice breakfest with yoec awn hapds, and I idly psieop
the while."

11 dev it =very by, he replisl. 4 Yrou have lefy me;
=verybody has left me; how pheuld I kive kot by my
c®n hands.”

1 ¥ aps wary lonely, ore you net #

1Ay, child—e o degres dhat you koow nothing of|
It i3 my own fanh.  You aee the oioly ane mhe i Teen
tienr e [or weeks.  And you will come oo onre!

*Why do voue sap that? Indesq 1 owill, if you =would
ke 10 Boc me

Henehard :|'||Friﬁ|=-c[ dohinusneas. 1110!.15]1 be had s
lately hoped that Elizabeth-Jane might again live fa
his bowsc s davgkder, be would oot ask her to do o
oow.  Mewsen might mlom a1l any moment, s what,
Klizzheth would think of him for his deception it were
biat to bear apart foom ket

When they lad breakBisted his stepdagghter still
linger=d, till the memeant rived at which Henchard
way poeoustonosd bo po 1 bis dady work. Theo dbe
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aruss, and with amumnos of coming again, soon went
up the hill in the morming sunlight,

* A this mwwsent Ber heset 15 89 wicm Wwarda ta
gs wine i3 Wmwards her; she mould live with me hera
in this humble rottege for the fsking | Vet before cha
cyening peobably he mill have come ; and then ahe will
Az dne !

This reflection, conatantly cepeaied By Henchand to
himeeld, secompanied him everywhere theough the day.
Hiz owterl wum no kenger tat of e rebellbows, imniml,
recklesy mimdwentoner hut the b=adep E'Innm al ane
who has leal sll thet can meke Lk ionereating, oF even
toleruble.  Thwre would rebain oobody for Jaim e be
praod of, nobealy 10 incafy bim; for Elizabeth- Tane
would emon e buat s & ptezpper, and worss,  Sasan,
Farfrace, Liscena, Elizabeth—all hod gane from bie, ane
after vne, sither by his Gl oc by bos misfortone,

In place of them he had ne olerest, hobby, or
deaiee. M he eoudd have seeemoncd masie to has aid,
hizs =ristenc= might ==n uim have been bome; far
with Henchard music was of regal power.  The mensst
trumpet o orgen fone wac engugh 1o move him, and
bigh lanouowes tabdutetactiaed lie,  Bor (e had
prdained thot ke shoold be onalile 1.-:h @il wp tis
DHvine cpirit in hie need,

The whisle land aleishd of hisrk wat &3 dxckndo ilself ;
there woa mothing L come, nothing 1o wait for. Vet
im e natueal couree of dife he might pesaibly have 1o
Lnger &n earth anober thirgy or foroy yert.  cooBed
at; at hest pitied.

Tt thaught e it w25 onemdamble

To the ezt of Cacterbridoe [ay moors and meadows,
theemwgh which omuch water Bowedl. The wandemr in
this direction, who shoald stard $50 for a few momens
oh B qQuiet nighe, tught hear singulac spmplonies fram
théxe walers, k= frum a hm].'l]us orchestra, gl P'In}ing
in their sundry tones, from near and far pares of the
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e, AE b Bale & realen weir ey exccamed 4
rocitative ; where a tnlwtary loeck fell over 2 atone
beesptwork they tolled cheerly; onder an ereh they
pacionied a inewllie eyollalling; dod at Throowere
Hole they hesw=d.  “[he syt af which theie inslmomen-
tafion ree loudiest maa 2 place called Ten Heiehes,
whevee dunpg high epnngs there procseded a very

Tape of soumds.

:I Ir'u: river here wad deep and sleang &t all kimes, and
e bavbes oo Uos account wer= mimed 2od Jowezed
'I:q.' o and & winchh A p:l;h Ird from the anand
bridpe over (he highway {so0 alich momioned) to these
Harches, crosyung the siream at thear bhead by a narrow
plank Tridg=  Bat after pight-All homan beings wrer=
acldom found going that may, the fath kading to no
place uy Paruoular, aod the passaze betng dangemoos.

Henchard, howsver, Tewing 1he town by the st
road, proceeded g the seecasd, o clome bridge, and
thence struck inia this path of sliiude, following s
coorse Dbeside the stoeam 50 the dark shapes of the
Ten Hatches cut the sheen thrawn apon the fver by
tha weaak Justre that still bogersd in the west, Ib &
secomdd or two he s1o0d beide the weic-bole where the
water wne gt s decpess, He loked backwerds and
fovwards, and oo creature appearsd o view,  Ha then
rouk off his cpat ond hei, and atond on the book of
the stream with his haiwds clasped in dront of bim-

Whibe 103 =yes were bant on o= warer bensatl, there
plawly bemme visible a something finating 1o the cir-
cular pool ormed by the wash of ocaocwrics ) fhe ponl
he wa3 otending to make his dealdeled At Guae it
ma imiinl,‘inl;:t._, 'b;l.' repsnn of the shadow fmom the |.1.1|1'i:j
but it emerged thenes, and ook ehepes, which waa 1hat
of A hutuin by, Ipog stiff and stack wpot 1he aurdaca
of the stream.

In the cirewlar ewrrest parted by the conoal Gow
the form wis brought forward, Gl i possed wuder hia
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eyea ) and then he perosived with o tenme of homor
that it wac Aemesedf Wot & man comewlat resetlbling
Fam, tut ane in all respects his counterpart, bis actyal
deuble, mas Heating @9 i€ dead in Ten Hatchoa Hols,

The sense of the supernatuml wad stmoog Inothis
aoheppr mao, and be m@rned Away LE one might ham
dose in the sctual preacnee of an appalling  mimele
He coversl his =yey and bowed hiy bhetd. Withoar
Tooking agein into the streem he ook bis ooat aod hat,
and went alowly wway,

Presently he fouod home=lf Ly the door of hia own
dwr]ling. Ta hia '.gu:rpri::r. El'imhﬂth-_]'n.nz wan :In.ndi:nﬂ;
there, She came borward, spoke, cAlled him * father ' just
as hefore Mewson, chen, had bor sven peb rerurbed.

'] thought you seemed very sadd this mooing,’ sk
erid, ‘50 1 have come REmin br soe you. Mot dhet L
am anyebubg bBae wd mpself.  Bul eveeybady and eeee-
thing seem zgainat Fou se; and I know yoo most ba
sufering.”

How thut woenats siwieed things]  ¥es ehe had not
divined their whole extremity.

He sid to her, " Ace mimclea atl]l worked, do pe
bk, Elizsbeth T am mot 4 pedd man T den't know
tn much as 1 could smshe | have tned to penase and
besen gl my Nife; bug the more 141y to know the mom
Emorant I emamm,’

‘T don't cpute tlunk ther= ard any miracles oow-r
days,' she poid.

e Mo intcrlepence o the case of desperato iokenticne,
for iostaneed  Well, peclups bae, in 3 dioec way,
I'erhapa noat. Tt will Fou come o] waolk wth o,
wrd [ will show "oo whae I mesn,'

Sha agresd mlingly, and ¢ 100k Ler evar the bigh-
way, wd by the lonsly path to Ten Maichem.  He
walked resileasly, A3 if <ot hauntiog shade, nnaecn
o oer, hoverod rousd Ide and ooubled fus plance
She would glully have falked &f Lucetta, but famd
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tp dastuerl him.  When they g7t oear the wair = stoel
£ill, and wekod her to go forwaed and look inco tha
poa), aod tell hbo wlar ale 2w

She went, and spon petuened to hime  * Mothiog,
she pakd,

o ypuin,' mid Heochand, Yand look narmowly.'

She proceeded to the river brink & secqnd time. Cin
Teer regurn, Bfimr aoroe debyy, sbe fold bim that ehe saw
sume=thing Brating ther=; Lut what it wos she could not
digczm- 1t seemod to b 4 bundle of sld clothes.

‘ Avw choy Like foite ' asked Henclwrd,

1Well —they are Denr me—I worder of e
Father, let oy g0 awar!’

"Go il ook obes more; and chew we will pet
twome !

She weok back, and e could asc hier ascop 1ill hee
Lead wot cdowe to the margin of Use pocd.  Ehe ata ed
up, and hastemed back (0 hiv side

'Well,' 3a3d Herwhard ; ' what do yow sav now e "

1Lt us o hivme !

VBt telh me—Jo —what 5 it Aoating thers?!

‘The offgy) sbe answercd bastily,. S They moaae
tave thmown it iola the cver, higher op aoongy the
willows, to et rid of it in their glaem at discovery ; and
it mut have Boated dowe ber”

‘Ah—to be sure—the Jmag= o' me | Hut where iy
the ather?  Why chat oneonly # . . . That perfarmopce
al te=irs kdled de=c, boe kepe s alive |7

Flizaheth-Tane theught anid thought of Lhese wonis
‘kepd me plive,' 82 they slowky Tetrscced theic way o the
1own, and il keogth goszasd Qe wepniang, ' Fatlwere
—I will not lmave you alone bkee this ' she il < May
[ bive wich you, and tend upon wou, B3 I vaed Lo de?
Ido vt mamed pour being poore T wewld havs agponed
12 come this moroing, Tt yoo did not ask me!'

" Mlar wou comae o me? T Le evicd bitedly, ' Elica
beth, don't woek wel  If wu ooly weuld oonsl’
a6y
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i} mll? sald she

' Tlaw will Yol ‘Fqujgi'.rc all my I'll,'.i'I.I.E'h:I'LH.'I in Former
dava P Yeu chonot |

T lave frrgueten e, Talk of thatl oo moes,'

Thus she assored hdmy, and armanged their plans foe
reunion ; and atb keogth each went home  Then Hen
chard slaved For U bt uoxe doiing meny days, and
it nn clean bnen, and combecd his hair: aod was o
B ran resoscitabed theneriorward,

The hext worobg the Ber tomed ool (e be s
Ebizobteth-]Jane had atated ; the ehgy was daocovered
by A cowherd, and thot of Luoetta o Litde higher opin
the same stream, But e Jittle a3 possible was said of
the matter, and the Dpured webs pravately dosteoysd.

Tiespite this natuzl sodotion of the moostery, Hen-
chavd no Tess regarded it B4 an inktervention that ke
fgure shoald Bave been fomiing there.  Ebzaboth.
Jane heacd him aay, 1 Whe s such & cepoobare B
Il And yet it seoms that even [ be io Zomebedy's
band



MLIT

BT the emationat conviclion that he wae In Soms-
bodys haaed Teszan e die out of Henclsied's bvease as
Limne al:-l:.\-'wl}' remnved aofa distance the srent which
had goven thet fesling birth.  The Appadtion of Mew-
son Juonted oo He would socly telucm.

Yret Newszon dil not amive. Lucettn hodd teen
boene sbong the churchyerd pachy Caeterbridze bad
Eor e lase cine bocwed ied regurd opan ber, betore
proceeding to its work an U she had nerec bwved.
But Elizsbeth eemmined ondistarbed in the  beliel
of het Elauobzhip w Herchacd, and niow sdoned
his hnme.  Pechaps, ofter all, Mewson was gone for
eV

[o due Lage = Lecsawed Fadme had learoe the, at
beast, proximats caose of Lucetia's illness and cleath;
aud hin Gest impulee was rarally enouph too weeak
vengrance 10 Lhe naoe of e law upoen the perpe
tmiaTs of the mischief. He rezolvad tg wait ill she
Mncea] was gver ere e meved En the meoer,  Tho
ume hawog come he prleceed.  Dusastwous ag e
result had been, it was o¥adoosly in o way foresesn
or inferded by the thonghcless crew =who Arranged 1he
motkey procsadicus,  The tetipling proapect of poting
to the bush peaple who atmd b the bead of afairy
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—thae aupreene wnd piguant esjovesst of 1thoss wha
wrlhe woder e heal of the xame—had alone animaeed
them, so Bar a5 be aould see; for he knew oothing of
Jopp's incilcoesnre,  Onler cousidersioos wode alwr
ivobved Laucsita had cnnB=ss=d éerthong o him
befpre her ol=ath, and i¢ wae pot altogether desirble
to meks mwch ado abouwt her hlstory, alika for her
wake, For Henchard's, and for his own.  To regacd 1
#vent ax an untowanl arcident seemed, o Forfrae,
truest cemeidermtion for the desd one's memory, a
will ax bear phidosaply.

Henchard and himsell mutwally fndhore o mest
Ter Plizaketh's sake the former had [coemed his prida
aufbcienily to pecepr the doal] teed busives which some
of the Tuwn Coonal, headed by Fadme, bad purchased,
e afged bhim 2 naw nprn'ing'. TTagd hr bemn l.'m!:lr T
sonally eoncerned, Henchaed, withaut deobt, soold nava
declinesd avalytapire gwién eemotely hrooght abeut by o
man whnom he had s Brecsly assailed. Mot the sm-
pathy of the girl Feemed oocesaany 9 hia verr existence ;
and o ber accouet pode ceelf wors the gartients of
['lumi'li.l::.r.

Heee they settled themselves; and oo each dey of
their bves Henchard anncipared Ler every wish wlh a
watchfulness io which patenal regard was heghtened
Ty a knrnipg jealous desad of rivafre. Yet that Newson
wguld cver now revurn Lo Casferbiidge Lo cleaam her a3
a cuuginer deere was litde mmeoo e soppose. He was
L wondieesr and & stranger, almost gr gli=n ; he hag nat
seen hiz daugbwer for acwerd yedrs | hiE afoction for
et could new 1o the natuee of things b keen; olher
imer=ts would prmbably soun obscore hia recollecdons
of her, and provent any such ronewal of inquiry into e
pact wa would lead tooy discoesry tlat she was still o
cremlure of the present  Tn setsfy his consdess
symwhat, (Teachard topeated to himeeld (bar the Ls
whick had rotaicod for bim s coveted oeasuce had ok
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boen delibecately told to chat end, Dot had come Eom
Jumk &8 el last befiant ward of an :im-n_'.- which ook nua
thaoght of conssquencss, Furthermore he pleaded
withio himsell that Bo Newson coold love her 2t e
Joved ber, or wuedd t=od hee to s Eife™ ertremity o he
wag prepared to do chesrfully.

Thur ther lived an in the slop awedooking e
eluctclyacd; wwd nothing ocouered to mack their cays
dwring the remeindse of 1he year,  Going out but ackdom,
and never on & markonday, lbey mw Dopald Fadoe
anly ab racsst infenwls, 2od then owstly as g teensitony
ohject in the distance of the stroor. Yot bo was pur-
puitg his ordinary avwslivog, smiliog mechandeally o
feﬂﬂw-tmdumen, angd n.rp.l'ing with 'bn.rg.ai'rw.r:—.u
bereaved men do after & while,

Time, In his own prey atyle," tdght Farmee bow o
estinate his exper=nce of Locetta—all chat it wes, ond
all that it wes not,  Thers are men whose hexets insist
upoedl & dagged Adelity to 30me Imags of aose, thend
by chance ioto EBMF keeping, long sfter theic jodg.
ment hay ponounced it oo rarty—even the Tovcese
indeed; wnd without tlemn e hand af the worthy
1a 'i.nu:mp'lett ot ¥arfro= woa nat nE thoae I
wra dncvitable that the inaighe briaknesa, and rapidity
of hix paddes shewld take bim cul of tha dead Llak
which his loss thr=w mbogt 3ime He ocogld nae Tt
perceive that by the death of Luactes e had eschanged
& laming misory for a siople sareow,  After thae e
valation of her histocy, which most hawe come soconer
or lpder in Bny ciecomatances, if wes hard to believe
that lifs with Ber would haws Psen pocdoceivae of
fiucther happiness,

Faut g3 & memary, ootwithstanding such conditions,
Luccts™ image il bred oo with him, her weakpesses
pm'r-l.rhng' 1'|-'r:||}l the gentlest criticism, and her soferings
wttengoting wralh at her conccalmenta (0 & mWomentaTy
SPAE IR and then,
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By U med of & year Hebchard's little eedail amsd
and grain shop, not owech larger than & cupboard, had
developed jt3 trede ropsiderbly, and the stepther
avd deophter enjoyed siuch SCEEpife in the pleasant,
SUnOY COCmEr i whicl 11 sood. Tl r.'|Iu5EI'. lﬁring )
ome: wha brimmed with an inner octivity charesterized
Elizabeth-Tan: st this perisd, She ok long walks
inle the couotry twu or thess Gmey 3 week, ooy in
the direction of Budmosth Sometime=s it éomered
1o him that when she st with him in the eeening after
these invigoraung walka she was civil ratber chan afoc-
liunale ; and b= wus troobled | one muce Intter repre
'|'|ei:n.g adde=t L3 thps= he had alreasdy c:lpﬂri.cnrn:l al
havimg, by hia severe censoTehip, (rezen op her preceous
affetion »lweb snginally offensd,

Ehe had her own may in everything now. I
going apd coming, in busing snd seling, her word
wad Jaw,

1%¥ou have gnt & mew moll, Elimbeth,' be said w
her e day quite hambly,

Yoo T bought it she said.

He lovk=d al it agwin as it layom an adpwniog tald=
The: fur way of p glnssy brown, and, though he wry no
judge of such articlea, he thouwght it secmed an on-
cuwally goad cne for ber to possess,

1 Batter cnally, [ suppose, my cl=ar, was it ont " be
hazarded,

‘It was ravler above my Agors,' ehe said guselly.
+But it in not showey!

0 o, Raid the netted liom, anxicus not ke pique
ber in the least,

Epor= Latthe done afier, when the year had advanosd
intg anather :pring, = 'F:u:ed. n'pp;qih: hear emyly et
roem in passing it He thewghe of the lima when she
had cleard owe of his then large aod Tabdsome Bouse
in Corn Sreeet, in cunsecpue=nce of his dishke and barsh-
o35, a0d be had locked inio ber chamber in fusl the
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e LT Tlae pr=ient ool wad much humhlm’, buae
what stryck him abot it wos the abondance of beoka
Iving everywhbere, Thear bumbxer and quabisy made the
meyre furnituee that supported them seem abanrdly
disprmponticrade.  Same indesd many, mus heve ben
rcconly purchescd ; and though he epcourzed bec o
bur in remsoo, be bad no netoo that ahe indolged ber
inTaks passion 50 extensively in proportion 1o the nar.
eowmesa of cheir itooms, For the Ge cigee ha f=lt 2
Litthe bort Ly what he thought ber extmvagance, and
reaohved to say R word o her mheat it. Mot belors
be had foumd e ooukge ro apeak, s oevint bape
pened whith sst bis thought flying o cuite anather
ditection-

Tho busy nime of the ssed rrade was ovec; aml the
qui=t we=ks thar ;muﬂud the hayp-nenson ]1.:|.|:] e
—ling theie specia] stamp apon Casterbridge by
throngimg the market with wood rakes, Bew wogpEons
in yellow, preen, and red, furmedalsde eeythes, and
pitchfarke of prang suffizient to shewer wp a ernall
family, Hewchard, contravy to his wony went col
une Saturday afternoon wwards the markeplace, foom
m comiony keling thet he weuld Lk 40 pass g fow
moitwies o the spod of hia former labisphs,  Fadmoe,
W whom he was stll & compurabive strunger, stoad o
few stepa bedow the Com Exchange door—a usual
pocirion with him at uis bour—and bhe appesared losl
in theoght aboot scetloog be wais Jooking at a little
war aff.

Henchard's epcs bllomwesd Facfrae'a, and he saw gt
Uee obpect of his gaze wox 0o sople-showing Bomee,
but his gwn stepdaighisr, who had just come out of a
shop over the way.,  She, o her pam, was quile uocuon-
gcgpus of his witentoo, and in this was less Fartomatse
than those pogng women whose wery plumss, like thoss
of Jumos hird, are set with Asgus eyes whencowir pos
aikde adowirers are withio ke=o.
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/ Henchurd went away, lhinkisg that perhaps thers

a5 nothing significant sfter al in Farfrue's look at
Elizsketh-Tanw g4 that joncture.  Yet he oould Dot
fornget thut the Scctchoao had onos shows e tender
enterast in bier, of 8 Bexting kincdl.  ‘Thereapan prompdr
ama to the aurfce that idiesymeessy of Henchard's
which had ruled iy ooorses ot che bepinliog, and
hrd TRinly mrde bim whet he woa.  Inat=ad of think-
ing that a wopn betwoen hia cheriched stepdaughtce
ond the enecgetwe toving Doaald was 4 dong 1o be
desired for her good andd his nwn, he hated the yery
poasi talicy.

Time had been wleo sweh nsEnctive oppoaition
wogld haye taken shape in action  Buot be was oot
onow the Henehard of oomer dayps- Ele schoaled him-
sel to aceepr ber will, i this ax e other maibers, ag
phsglpte and un.:lun-_'l:l'innu.hlu. Ha dmadbed bexl an
aottaponiane word sbould lope ot him such regurd A2
he bad regmined froms ber by hue devotion, focling Uhat
ta petoin thin woeler l:-l:;l;l:ml:iun way Leffer tham Lo incwr
ber diclike by Kceping her nche.

Hut the omre thoopbt of soch separation fevenod
his spirit moch, ond io the evening be sl with U=
arilmeeds al suspenes: * Have you sesn Mr Farfme to-
dup, Elizabed

Elinbr!h-janz stmrted gF the quuﬁun; and il waA3
wilkh aomes canfusion that she repled ¢ Ho!'

P b—rlal's hglo—hae's ngle o 00 IE waa omly
that F saw him in the ste=et wheo we bath were there!
Ho mat wondering il her embamessment juscibied him
o B mew sbspieion—har the Tong wellka which she
had batterly besn taking, that the new books whah bed
g tWrprised him, bad anyhing to do with the eung
man. She did oot esliphten bom, amd lest aileocs
shoald allow her 2o shape thoughts unlawuomnlle oo
their present friendly relationa, he diverted dhe die
coarse ol auceher cha nbsl,
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Henchard wos, by vripginal ooke, the last man Lo
pel abealihily, for goed or for evil, But che nodirfu
fimor OF his hvp b dependence wpon Elizaberh's
repard into which be had derlinard {or, in ooother senas,
te whick be had advancedl—denptumlized him. He
would cfesn weigh and comsader for howys bogetleer 1ha
m.u.ni.n; nf surh snd such o deml @c [hrase of hers,
rhen 8 Llunt settling queaticn would lormerly have
been hin Brut inauoel And now, wneasy ae the thuaghe
of o papmon for Forfme which shonld entircly displace
Ter mdld falial sempathy with himaslf, e obeervend her
guing el comiog more Garrtwly.

There way naothing secret in Kliabeth-Jane’s move-
mentn bepond what habiooal reserve induced; wed &t
moy &t anece be owned 0o ber eoooenl Uat she was
iy of ocomgionsl comversaticne with Thomald when
they chanced w mest,  Whatever the ofgin of ber
walks gn the Budowuth Eoad, et retom from those
walks waa ften ooincident with Farfes's emergenoe
from Cottr Steset for & tweney mirwoes’ blow on thar
rather windy highoway —just to winoow U sesds and
chafl out of him before fiting down to te, g he soid.
Hearhard bacave aware of this by poing w the Ring,
:.nd, scresmeed 1:-}' its cnl:lnslu:e, .'I.etpi:ng hisx ayg wpen
the read fill he saw them mest,  1is fooe psaomed on
ekpbsyoan of exiteme apgwiak,

+i3f ber, ton, be means @ b me!' he whis
pered. "PBub be het the rght. I de not wish 1o
inerfere

The mesting, in truth, mes of & very inoogent kind,
and mattsrs were by b0 means 8o Gr sdvanced betwecn
the voung pecple an Henchard's jmlaus grief oifecrel
Could he bave hedrd such convetsation A pasacd ha
wold hero bec snlzghtened thud Bouch e

He— Vg like walking this w2y, Miss Heochond
—and is it nat o7 ' {ucered in bis undalatory accents,
and with s appeising, pendering geze ab hor),
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She— O yes, ] have chusen this moad Lanedy.
1 have o grese eeacon Gor is”

Jie— But ihat oy maks o psdwne for echera,”

Ly T {r@d.d-l:ningj,—' 1 don't know that. H.}' refsong
Iowever, such 29 @b s, is that 1 w=ish to gat o glimpza
of the sea every day."

dfe— 15 it g serret why P°

Sie {ecluctanndy).— Yes"

L {wub ter partles of one of his sative bellads),—
*Ah, 1 doolx thers will be ony good in eerets] A
aocret chat A deep ehadow gver my [He  And well poy
Enow what it was.'

Elizalwth acboitred thar she did, ut she refraned
from mni'r.',si.ng wh:,r the sea attracted hec.  She could
not hersell acocunk for it fully, nor knowing the recret
pozaibly io be thad, in addivuo Lo eatly menee ssomd-
tigna, her hlood was a seilor's.

‘Thank vou for those new books, Mr Tardne'
sl wdded shyly. I woeder §f T aught oo aceepr so
mony L’

*Ar| why nod? T gives me more ploasare to gat
thenn Ber yow, than yon ti heve them !

It canoot ! '

Thoy proceeded along the eoad togeiher till they
techied the towo, and rheir pathe diveeged.

Henmchart vomed dat be would Jeave them o their
cuT devices, put naothing in the way of theit coursts,
whatever they might mean,  IF he wore dooted o be
bersit of Puse, 2o a0 mowst b, I the situation whwh
their morcage would eate be coulid see po Sewr sraeay
for Rimself rt 4l Farfree would never ccoogrees him
moave than eoapercliowsly ; lis pevoely ensored thay, no
l=s than luy past comwlucl  Asd a0 Elizabedh would
grew ko be o stranger o him, Al the end of his Life
would be friendleas soditude,

Wil such a pn:ril:'lhl!:.r i.mpenl.“.nﬁ; be coaldl nat hll']P
sptchfulvess.  Irdesd, within comtein Knes, he had the
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Tight 12 keep an ey= upan ber as bis charge.  The mest-
inga seemed €0 become mAtsere of cooree =ith them on
apecl days of the wesk,

AL lasn Fuld |:|r\v|.|-l’.'|lI was piven him. He wan ::I'.n.ndins
Eehind & wall <lose to the plece at which Farlrae <n-
cauntered her,  He haol the voung wan addisss hec
ax ' [parest Eljuhdh-j.an:.,' and thep ki her, Lhe Ei:rl
leoking quickly rownd to assurc herscld ehat pobody
W34 TLedr.

When thnr were gnne Lheip way Henchard =me
aut from the well, and moornilly follewed Them o
Cactertaidge.  The chiel looouog 1oukle n dus
engagrment had nnt derrezsed. lnth Farfras ancd
Elizaberh- Jane, wonlike che rest of the peopls, must
msappuse Ebzabwth 1w be s acloal dawghter, foum
hix own ossestion while be himself had the sam= he-
lief; amd though Farfrae must have so far fagiven
lum it to have no objection to own o as A Gaelper-
in-lew, intmate they could mewer b Thon woold
the giel, who wea hic coly Giend, be withdeasn from
him ]‘.l_l." riegm&s I:hm-l.lgh. ber bushband's indeesos, and
Irqm o dnspim him.

Had she laat by heart to any othee man im (he
world than the one he had twalled, cocusd, wrestled
with for ke in days bednce Wiy spirit was hroken,
Henchord would hawee said, 'I am content!  Fut
content with the prospece s now depiered was heard
to pequire,

Thera 8 mh okter chamber of the beain in which
thoughts wnowned, wrselwits), and of ouxews bod,
are eomedimes allowed to wender for 3 moment prior
b bang sent o whenoe they came  One of these
thooghts sail=d into Henchand's ¥=n now.

Duppooe T were b0 commupicate lp Farfras the
fact thar his beleoched wia nod the child of Michael
Henchard at sll—I=zully, nlswly's child ; how woold
that coprect and leading towpsman receive dhe inbprma.
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ton? He might possibly forsake Flizabeth-Jane, and
then ehe would be her ciepoire's own again,

Hepchard shuddered, ool exclacned, 1 God foclid
wuch o thing ! YWhy should 1 etill b sohject to thes
visitatioms of the devil when I bry e hued o kesp
Hm away '



xLmn

WHAT Henchard saw thus garly way, natomaly enoogh,
peen G0 & littls later date by odher peopbe,  That Me
Farfrar 'walked with that bankrmpt Herchard'a ae=p-
deughter, of gl women,” became o comman 1apee in
tha town, the simple peramiulewny wmm beivg wsed
bereabwot to aignify o waaing ; and the ninetsen superine
young ladiea of Casterbridpe, whe had sach Loaked upon
bersell &4 the ooly woman capabla of makisg the mec
chant Coundlman lappy, indignantly keft o8 goiog 1o
tha churck Forme atcended, deft of conacicus man-
parlasos, 1=t gl puttlog tum i thest prapers Bt roght
amcogat their blogd zelationa; in shact, everisd to
their oatum] courees.

Pedups: ihe anly inbabitaoes of the fown o whom
this learming choiee of the Scojchman's gave gnmixed
smtiddection weee the members of the praloaophic party,
which included Longways, Chostopher Cooey, Billy
Wills, Mr. Buzztprd, and the like, The Thres Mabocrs
having been, years before, fha house in which they had
witnimsed the ywuog mao aod woman's first aod hombil=
Rppearancg on the Cepterbridge stage, ther took & kindly
interest in their career, ot anoonnected, perhaps, with
visitatd AF femlive tr=itment ab Uiy haods Jeerenfier
Mra. Sannidge, having rolled inte the loge parlour
cne evening, atd said chee i wad & woader soch & e
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a3 M Farfae, 'a pillew of the town," mho saght hava
chosen cre of the daught=ry of the professional men, or
private residents, should stoop & low, Coney ventured
to disapres with her,

I Mu, maam, no wemier sk all. "lis she that's a
Fbroping tm be—that's my cpinien. A widow man—
whose Fesl wife wed 1o ceedie to him—whae i3 a2 for a
youny Peraing woeman, Uar's lec own oosictss anad
well-hked 7 But as 2 ieat pa,l;l;hing up al I::hinga ] ==
much grod im it When a an bave put op 8 tomE of
best purbde-rtone oo the other cre, a5 he'va dons, and
weepel his fill, and thought it all gver, and said 1o his-
i, " T ather teok me in; [ knowed thic ane first ;. she's
a sendible piece [y & pafioer, and thers's mo fadehidul
wroan in Jugh Life new ;& —-q2ll, he may o wome than
ot b3 take her if ghe's 1onderdnclined”

Thus theyrtalked on1he Marioers, Buk wa sk goaed
myinst a Lose hbem] ws= of the canventivnel declaratioo
that a greal a=pmation wpz cansed by the prospecipe
vt thet sll the possips’ eobgees were st waroinge
thereby, and su an, =ven thtugh suwch & declamion
might lend snoe erlal ta the caresr of opr poor only
bersine, When all has heen said about Basy rumoarers,
a yuperfiigal avd v=mipomey thing o the ot of any-
body in affainn which do not dirssily teuch them, 1
would ke & taer cepresentation to aoy that Chseerbrvdze
[ever exc=pung [he nineleen young ladiss) Looked op
fw a moment at the news, and withdmwing it witeo
tign, went on labouring and viciuallng, bhnging up its
thillren, and bubaeyg s dead, wilboub cciag o cdle
for Fadms's damestic plaos,

Hot 3 hint of the maer was thrown our to her stepe
Grher by Enzateth hersell or by Fadme anler.  Beaon-
i.nE an the mose of their reticance he concloded ehat,
catimgting Wim br hia past, the throbling pair wer:
wivaid b beoach the sebjecr, dud booked upon him xe @3
ickapme phstacks whom I:he:r wmild be I:urlil.;r glad o
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gei oot of the way. Embilleced 48 be wat aguna
wicirdy, this meady wew of Limself teok deeper and
deeper hold of Henchard, till 1he daily nocessidv of
fucang mankind. and of them moolady Eleaberh-Tane,
bevame well-nigh more than be rookd enloee Hia
heahh declined ; ha becanee meorbidly ecnsiiive,  He
misled be conld mmpe thase =l did oot saoe hdam,
and hide his head for ever.

Bt what il ko were mistaken in ki viewa, and
there wer= no neceasity Dal his own aloolule .
finp f7om her sheould be invrlved im the incident nf her
IFAEHkge 1

He Imﬂ‘lﬂ‘l to aluw 2 '|'.|i|:|.1.|.|.1= nf 1he alternative—
himszlf biving like & fanghess Twom ATt the hack rrema
of & hooae 1 which oy awpdaugheer =as Blistects ; an
ioofenaave old men, t=ndetly smil=] on by Ebzabedh,
pnd grd-natusdly wlermted by hee husband- M was
wrnble to his prds 0 think of descroding o Tow ;
andg et e the Ei:rl':. sakr he= mig;hl: put up with amy-
thing ; even from Farfree . cven snubbings and masier-
ful toogue scoogops. The pralege of bong b tha
house she I;H'."I:l.l]_'.ﬂ!d would almest outwegh the ]Jer:inn.a]
bumiliation,

Wheehar dos were 2 dim possilabiy ar the rewerse,
the muruhi.p—'l'h'il;h it e'l.'i.ql.-r.nl:]':," now was— had an
shacrbing intersat for hion.

Eliabwrh, a3 han Leso sawd, often wok Ber walks an
the Opdmgorh Road, pred Frrfres pa often moeds ot orm-
wenient to cecate an aceidsncal nwding wilh her chers
A quatier of & mile from the highway was the pre-hesbone
Tott cabled Maj Duan, o I11|_g'¢ dimencinna o many Rm-
parte, ®ithin of upos whose swlocness 3 heman being,
A9 w==n from the road, was but an inagmilceoe sproc.
Hither Henchard often resorted, glua in hand, and
scanned Uw bhedgedess Pie—lor it was the original
track laid oue by the leginns of the Empire—to a
distooes of two or three milcs, his ohjert beog 1o
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eead Hhe progreas of affeite bedwesn Farfrae and hie
chartimt,

CIng day Henchard was gt this spot when & masm-
line fimare came along ibe eoad from Budeveuth, nd
Logererdl  Applying lus telesoupes ki bur epe Heochaol
expocte] that Farfme's feetutes would be disclosed a
mayal, Eut 1he lense: rowcaled that bo-dey the man
win oot Elizaleth. Tane'y e,

It was pne clothel 39 4 meschant ﬂptﬂ.‘iﬂj ond 28
he futned in hie scrutiny of thoe cosd he movealed his
Gace. Heodard lived o eyt e momenl be saw
it The Gre woy Mewsgn's.

Henchard dropped 1the plrss, and o 3ome seconds
made b oltber morebeot, Mewson waived, and Hen-
rhard waited—af that could be @lled 2 waiting which
waa & tranefixture,  But Elizabeth-Jane did not come,
Seeerloop of oller had dused ler oo beglect hce
rosigmary walk that dey.  Fechaps Farfme and she
bad choden aneiher road for vardeir’s gake,  But =hat
did vt ameapd o She magla be beme do-taroow,
and in sy case Wewsnn, i bent oo 2 povale meeteng
and a revelation of 1t frath 2 het, woukl] soon meke
I35 upparieoacy.

Then he wool) tell her not only of his pateroite,
Lut of the ruse by which be had Teen once sent awov.
Elizabath's acrict dacune weuld capse her for the Grat
tme to despis= her ateplinber, woohd 1o oot luy Jmage
rs that of an prch-deceiver, and Mewson would eign io
her heram in bis slesd.

Bur Mewson did oot se= anvthiog of her thal mom.
ing, Moving stond stil] awhilz he at last estraced bis
stepe, e Henctard felt like a condemned man wha
las & few lours' cmapiee. When be readied hiy owo
house he foon:l ber there

2 fagher 1" phe meid Innocenthy, T T bave had a |stte=r
=3 strange onc—oor gigned,  Somebody has asked
me th el hum, mber oo the Budmouth Boad ot neon
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booday, or in the evening at Bl Fadme's. Ha
he mme to g mo some Hme ego, but s pock wuoe
pliyed him, 30 that be did met. I don't woderstand
it; Lut berw=to youw and me 1 ildnk Donald is at
the bottem of the mystery, and that it in 8 Telation
of hig whi wania 6o pass ab apbion oo his chobee
Hut I did rnot like 1 g2 ulk 1 h:.rlum]rnu. Sl
1 g

Honchard eeplied heavily, ¢ Ves; go."

The q_uﬂl'inn o his n-.'rna.in'lnE in {:ui-r:rhriﬂg: wan
for ever diaposed of by thie closing in of Newson ¢n
s aceme, Hetchard wag oot e s 03 sand de
|;=|'r.l.i:|:|lt:'I of condemnoating gn 8§ matt=r go peear his
beart. And being an 21d hand at bearing anguish in
gilemuce, atd hawghty withal, be poolved n mabke as
bght an he could of kis intenbon, whilz immediately
wking hie measares,

He surposed Uw wubg woman, wham he bad bocked
opan a1 his gt in this world, by mying to her, as if
he did not care abgut her more: I am going to leave
Castecbndge, Elzalweil. Jane.

! l.eave Casterbridge ! she cried, *and leave—me? "

"Yes, Thia little shop can be mwnaged by pou aloe
it well 2y Ly us both; I dun't cre alwut shops and
stzeets aned Folk—1 would rather get into the cpuntcy
v mysell, out of Gight, and Follow ooy ewn =aye, and
leave you po prwrst

She Tocked down, rnd her tears foll skeotly. It
raturally secrsed b her that ohis eecclva ol his had
eompe oo awount of ber attachment, aod s prebabila
reagl.  She shewed her devotion to Ferfrae, howewer,
by magwentp her amoricge and speaking aul

'T g 3oery yoo heve dedde=d on this,' she 2aid witl
difficult firmness, *Tor T 1heugne it probable—geos-
Bible—mitust I surght suarey Bie. Farfbae soma Lcls fme
henvce, aned [ did not koow that you dimpproved of
the flepl”
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*T approve of anything you desirze to do, Izey,” aaid
Heochard Buskily. <IF I d3d awd appreve, it woald
ke no matter! I wish to o mway. H:," FTESENCE
might make thinge awkward in the fulure; and, in
sbott, at 33 b than T got

Hntl:i.ns that her afectinn coold urge would induoce
Tim to eoonmsider hie determinacion ) for she cogld nat
uege what sle did oot kres—ihal when she showld
l=n he w=as oot celai=d to ber wtber than &t & siep
parenk 6 wogkd refrein from despising him, apd that
when she knew what be hed done to Tetp ber in ipes-
moce 3he would efmin from hatong haer Toowes Jus
conviction that she would not so refrain; and thess
comated &8 yeb neilher word por event which eculd argue
il amay.

'Then,' she 33id at Iast, “pou will oot be oble to
come b moy wedding; and that i ot as it poght
to b

'] dnn't want o = it—] don't want to see 3!
he eyclaimod ) adading moee sily, "tut think of me
sometoes ju your futwe Jfe—you'tl do chat, Tzzp f—
think of me when oo are li.v'i.nﬂ ax the wmfe of U
tichest, the fopemost man io the town, wnd don't e
mY BinG, toden pow Adwrr fAod o, CAOE "tE b0 qQuite
furgen thay thongh T loved ‘e bale T lved 'sa wel.”

17t fa bemura of Thanald1' vha snhbed,

£ doo't forbdd pow to marmy him," mid Feochand.
1 Toomise not [0 Quits [oyel e wheno ' M meant
when Mewson shool:dl coome.

She promised mechanically, in her sgitaton ; end
Lhe e svenang at dusk Heochard keft e towo, to
whria= rlﬂuln].rrn:nt bhe had tesen one of the chi=f stimobu-
lanta for mapy pears.  Theng the day be had beaglt
& ne-w dool-besker, oleapid wp his old laykoide gnd
wrimbde, 360 himself op in feesh Imggings, Enee-nays and
cordumys, and in gther weps gone back to the warkiog
dothes of hia poung cwohood, dissarding [or ever the
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shablrgenieel suil of dolb aod musty sk hae 1l sines
his deching had chamcterized him in the {:'.:.:tml'u'idgc
atroct g8 4 man who bhad gecn berter days.

He went 3sretly and alune, not & sau] of the many
who hpd krown him betng swere of hiz depaniure,
Elizaberh-Jane accompanicd him as [t s the wrmd
bodge an the hyloay—iur the boor of her appaintmoent
with the un_g'u-:urd viRitar &t Farfros's had et yet
armived—and paried feom him with unlcigned wonder and
sarmow—kespany haoe Lack 4 manwke or Lvo belore finally
letting ham gn,  &he wztrhed his farm diminish goTo5e
the micor, the yellow ateasr bocket &t hia back moving
ep and dewo with eacl: er=al, and U2 coeases bebind
his knees ooming and gaing zltemately 1l ahe could
ne longer ast them.  Thowph che did nm koow i
Henchard formed at thas oicnoent moch the came pic-
ture af he had presenisd when enterng Castetbridge
for the flrst G heady & quarter of a century bolfore ;
excepd, Lo be 1UTE, that the swoows additzon Lo hiy year
had conskderably Weseened the spring of his stride, fhat
has slare of hopelesspess had weakcned him, and bo-
jarted o hin shookiers, as weiphted by the losket, g
perecplibbe bend,

He wont oo ull be cama b b Arst moleslone,
which stdod in the ha.n'l-:‘ half way up a stesp hill, lie
pesend b basker on the tep of 1he stone, placed his
ellows om 34 dnd gave way [0 4 convwlsive twatch,
which wps worps than 2 sob, becanse it wax sg hord
and so dry

AIf 1 hod only got her with me—if 1 ooky had £° ke
eaid. * Hard work woeld ke nothing {0 e them | But
thit was odb L be, I—Cain—go alow 23 T desspes
—an gutzst and o vagabondl  lnt my punishment s
med mrenler than T can bear|”

He ateroly tubdusd lis anguich, shooldered bis
- basket, and went on.

Ehbzateih, in the meantime, had breathed hm & righ,
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rerryetd har mowaniouey, dod tomed ber Gwee us Cashet.
bridge  Defure che harl reached the first house she was
met o ber walk by Donald Farfree. This was o
dsnbly o theit frst oesetieg tha day; they joined
hondy without, ceremoony, ond Fadme snxiosty asked,
tAnd is he gooe—and did you tell imP—T mean of
tha ather mattet —-not of aors!

*He is gone; and | told hirm all T kpew of your
iriend,  Derald, =ho is he P

Wl well deate; you will Eoiw #oon  abour
that, Aod Mc Heodhard will bear of it if he doss nent
v !

‘He will go - he's bene opon geting owe of sight
and evundl’

She walked beside ker bewer, and when they reached
the Town Pump tuewed with Bim o Comm Slosd,
inatead of powg strught on 0 her own doere A
Farfrac’s hipuse they sropped and want in,

Farfrua fletp open the door of the groosd. Booe
pibing-room, saying, *There he s weiting fir yow' and
Eliea entered,  Tn the aom-chaic sat ehe Tred-faced
penial paan who hed called on Heonchard oo 4 memor-
alde mﬁnﬁng betwe=n one aod Lwe FELT befiar= 1hug
dme, gnd whom the Litter had asen mount the cmch
and depart within hall-an-howr of bin serival, Tt wma
Richurd Mewson, Tha mesing with the Lghe heeeed
father from ®hom che had been sepampred halfp-dozen
yaars, 42 if by death, ocd baedly be detmilsd, Tt wma
an affectang ane, apd from the questsn of paredty
Henchard™ depargre #R3 in & Tooment ecplaioed.
¥When the true facts came bo e handled, the diffeulcy
of revtorlng her er ler old Bebef o Bewson wia mot
88 gheat as might have seemed likely, far Henchand's
condact faelf wag 4 proof {hat thaao facts were toe
Morecver, sl bwd groown up tocder Wewson's paiernn
cate; abd even had Hewchard been her father o
ratore, thip fbwr in  cady Jomiciliation mighe
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elmoat have carmied the point egeinst him, when the
incidents of her parting with Henchard had & little
wpm of

Newson's pride in what <he twd grown wp to be
wal mwors then b eoold express.  He kissed ber again
nad agnin.

‘T'vo marod ypoun the teonble to coma and mest e
halu " vid Newson !'The fact i that Mc. Forfmg
e, he gaid, "LCome op end stop with o for & day
¢t bwa, Captain Mewmaon, and Il brsg her rooed "
I Faith *' wayy LYsa ] wml;" and bere L am.”

¥all, Mrenchard is gone,” said Farfras, shutting the
door,  * Ha bas done it all wodondanly, aod, as I gather
frum Elizalwth, h= hax been vERY nigE with her, ' I
wab got rather ooesay; Dot el s a8 it sbowld be, and
wi will havwe no moore dificolbes ar all”

' Kow, thet's verp much pa [ thought,” wid Newson,
fooking into the Ecs of ewch by turne. 41 aaid 1o
ruyaall, ay, & bundnsd umes, wlen I trdel t get a peep
2t Ler ynknowno to herg=ll— Pepend opon it, e besk
that I shauld live om quict foe & few days bke this till
somaetlung tortd op for e better” T pow kpow p
are all right, apd what can I wish for mater”

PWell, Caprain Mewsom, I will he plad to a=a ym
bert eviry day oow, sinoa it o do ng hammo,” sid
Forfae.  *And what I've been thinking is, (hat the
wedding oy sl wall be kept wider my own poed, the
bouse L=ing large, and you being in lodgingy by pour
Eelf—&0 that wm great deal of ouble and cxpenaa would
ba aived yard-—abd "8 B otriYeriietee wlet b otnaple's
marmied not to hae far Ly go o gt home |

EWith All my heard)' said Captain Mewson ; ¢ iooe, b
™= =T, HET ) o T ]ha.h.n, baw T Henchiand'y gone ;
though I wogkdn® bove done 3t ctherwie, or pet mpsell
in hut way at all; for I've aleeady oo oy lifetwme been
kn intgder intg his Gmily quite py G os polite-
s tan be capecied to pul up wilhh  But whet do tha
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young marmkh say herseld abowt e Elizabeth, oy
dhld, come aod headken 12 whot we be wlking alout,
and not bide gtacing omi o' the window A3 iE ye didn'e
hear”

*Tooadd ond you must settle L' oocmured Eliza-
beth, a6il]l kesping up 3 perutinizing gere ab seme small
ohject in the sreet,

“Wall, than' mntinusl Mewson, lwming anew 12
Forfrar with a e expressing thomupgh soly inte the
gubject, ¢ that'a how we'll have i, Aopd, Me, Fame,
ay piolh peade sa tiwels, and ldwssroeds, and ell char,
¥l dg my part in the drckabdes, and se= to the om
and pchiedam—mayhe a dozen jars wil Do sufficient,
nt Thawy of the flk will be ldies, and pachaps they
woun't drnk harn :nuugh to make 4 h.ip;h LY ETARE io e
recknningd  Rub you koow bk Tee provided b
micn and shipmates times ensagh, B I'm as ignosant
ax a ¢hild huw many glesses of prog 3 woouan, thal's
ot a drinh:i.n; woman, n n‘pn:b:d to ponaumne ab thens
CE I P

*Ob, boor—we'll o want much of thal—oh mel’
aai] Furfrae, shoking his besd with appolled gy
" Tho your Leawe /1l to me”

When Lher had gone a Locle Geethosr i Ehess parti-
rulars Mewson, leaning Lack in bis chair and sduling
reflectively st the oriling, said, ' I've never t0ld Fe, of
havae I, Mr. Farfrae, bow Henchaed pot me of the
acent tlul Hmart

1le cypressed ignomnce of what the Captainalluded be,

*Ah, I thowght I hadn'e. I eecolved sthat T woald
not, 1 :n:memh:r, oot te bort the man's oame.  But new
he’s gone T can 120 3 Why, I came 1o Casterlmdge
nice or ten momvha befoec thee day Lest wesk thar 1
found & vt I hal beeo hens twice before then, The
first Gene 1 passed theongh the 1own oo my way mest-
ward, not knowing Elisabetb ived here,  Then hearing
i some place—T Forpet wleire—that & feaw OfF the ndime
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of Henchard had becn mayor hers, | came back, ppd
called w bis bowse e woboeg.  The joker 1=—the aed
Elimbeth-Jang had deed yemm zpo.

Elizabeth now gare et hoeed to hie stocy,

i Mow, it pever chosted oy tibed that he sion woa
wlling mea [u.rlel:,’ cootinws=d MNewenn. ' And, if your'll
balicve mw, I wea thas upeet, that I wont back to ho
coach thae Tad browgii me, sod took paisige ooward
without I.].'i:I'LE' in the tgwn helfan-hour. Hahg'—
"twag & poond joke, and well carmied cut, and I give Lha
ol credit foe't "

Elizabeth-Jane was amazed et the intelligence = A
FkeP——ch ool ahe eried. ' Then bo kept you from
o, facher, all those momths, when yuo mighe bove
been hpr=p*

The falher adinitied 1hat such was the cage,

"Htﬂnughl: oot te bare done ot 17 sl Fardmae,

Elizabeth sighed, =1 agid I woald never forget bin.
But ob b I think I sught o foyget hiem now [

Newsan, like » Ennd many orvers and  sejouroery
rRmnng strange men and strangs momlies, filed to por-
ctive the spormity of Henchard's coned, oorwchstad-
ing Wt be hims=lf Jad be=n the chdef sulbecer thecafrom.
Inderd, the attack upon the absent oulpril wasing setious,
bs bepan to take Heochand's part,

F¥ell, "twit oot o words that e saed, after all”
Wemson pleaded,  *And how oould be know that [
ghould be awh @ simpleron as to beleyvs him? "Twos
i woch my Gule as his, poac G=ljow | *

*Mo,' sid Elizabeth-Tone firmly, in her resulsion of
feling. "He kbow wour dispodition-——yon elways wers
30 I.r|.1:|:i.r.||5. [a.LIL:r; T've heanl my muther aay 33 hun-
dredy of fmes—and he did it ke wrong you.,  Afce
webibp e feom pou these five yeats by saring he was
my fither, he should not khave done this”

Thaa ther conversed [ and there waa nobady bo set
befare Elimaberh aby ssrenuation of (he sbseal ome's
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deceit.  Even had he heen present Henchard might
searee have pleaded if, =0 Lttle 434 be vefwe himeel] o
]:litl EDEL' TLALOE

*Well, well—never mind—it is @il ower and past/
8aid Noweon good-naturedly.  * Now, about deia wedding
[TEEL R
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MEAH‘F'I-"HI[.E. the man of their @k had puarswed
big molitary way evaeward Ll weszines3 cverwsok loen,
and he lorksd about frr o place of rest. Hin heart
wag g0 cxaccrbated 2t paring dfrom the giel that be
could oot face an ko, ar evcn & howteheld of e faoat
bumble .'l:imj', end cnl!r.-rir.g a fimlil b= I.I:|l' dawn ynde=r
& whasirick, feclng mo whnt of feod,  The werr heari-
nean of hit goul capsed bl bo sleep profoadly.

The hright autumn sap shi:ni:rl.g into his £TEN AL
the stubhble swake him che nexe morping sy, He
open=d his tacket, abd are for-bir breakbn whar be
had packed far has supper; and in dring 3o overhaoked
the remaindsr of his kit, Although everything he
browght feceasitated cariage a0 hos own back he lad
peoteim] amang ks tials @ frw of Elizabeth-Tane's
cact-off belongings, in the shape of glaves, shaes, &
scmap ol ber laodwnong, end the like; apd in his
pockat he mmied a cud of her tait.  Hoving lonked
av theae things be closed thom wp Again, and went
oowardd.

Traring tive consecutiee days Tenchard's ash hasket
mds along wpon his shewdder bedwess e hilghway
hedges, the new yelbow of the rneshes ctching the ey
of an oceesional fsld-labourer g4 he glanced owere the
quickset, wgether with the waylarcr™s hat sad bhead,
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and down-luened facs, over which the fwp shadows
mured in endles: posmsicd, T How Bevabe dp
Turent that the direction o hiz joumey w2z Weydon
Prors, which he reached on the afternoon of the
sixth claxy.

The remecwmed h'ill, wher=en the eoowma] EBir had
beeit held Bor 5o omany gencretiona, wAs now hars of
homan beibga, atd alioosi of aughe betides. A dew
5'|'mp g‘.l:l:-:tl 1.‘|'.1|-|-.|.'==.|:r|'.-'|.|.|:I bur the== mTan off wh=no Hen-
chard hwmfted opon the semmit,  He deposited his
bashee vpob the s, apd booked sbooe with =ed cuwri- -
oty ; bl le= discerrerend 1he romad Ly wldch his wife aod
himself had entrred, on the yplgnd 30 memomble 1
bach, twc ar three-nnd-tecney yoars bedore,

*Ven, we came ap thal way,' be sid, after ascer.
wining his bearings. *She way mopng the batw, znd
I wea reeding & balletshest, Them wr cegaspd abowar
har=a=ali= w0 3ad and weary, aod 1 gpeakeop Lo ber
tardly mt gl beomiess of mr qersed prids apd mortif.
catiom ab bweing poor. Then we pew the Lent—that
toust bhawe siood beore dus way”  He walked o asother
AP ; it waE not I.'ﬂl::i" whers the tent hed abood, hot
i secmed po b0 him,  * Here we weee in, 8 here we
aat down, I Faced chas way,  Then I drak, and cam-
mittexl my come= Tt must have besno just on that
YeTy pixy-Ting thek sha was standing when she said her
last words bo ma belore going of with ble; T can hene
theic sound mew, and the sowod of her sohs: 0
Mike1 I've Tived with thes oIl this while, and bad
nadhing bt tempee. Now Fo no move to ee—0U
oy tuy lock eluewlere "t

He experiznced not poly the Tidemess of g man
who finds, in lsoking back upon zb ambicicuws oouese,
chat what he has cwoboesd 10 seoboe=nt was worth /s
much a1 what be has gmined in substancs; bot ke
superadded bitteness of soring hig wery recanttion
nullificd. Ha kad becs sirry fue all this beng sagoj
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bt his attemprs o replose ambien by love had been
a5 fully fribed a5 bis ambition itsell.  His wonged wife
had feiled theen by a fraud a0 gramdly simples a5 (o b
almost 2 virtue 1t was on odd seqeenos that oo of
all \hip wronging of aowial lnw came that fower nf
Mawure, Eliaketh, Far of his wiakh to waah hia hands
of lifz arrae fom his pecceptions of s contrmrious in-
ooneidleneice—of Mature's jaanty repdiness to support
pbaorlusdes sockal poncphes,

He intended ta go on from thin place—isiter as an
act of penancc—inte &pother part of 1the country glko-
getect.  Bul la conld por belp thitking of Elaaleth,
and the quarter of the harizoo in which she bve).  Ou
of thia it beppeoed that the centrifwgal 1endeney im-
mcted by weanness of Lbe warld was cosnterscted by
the centripetal influence of bis lave for his s=pdaughter.
Ay & conpcgquende, instcad of fellewing a siraight course
et Furtlet aAwdy frum l:jsteﬂ.l.ri.dge. Heavelaid Er&d '-'-"'”:l'r
AlmuEt ancnnscioualy, defecied fmm that right Tine of
Lia first wncention; G, by degress, his pach, like that
«of the f‘.a.l::l.r]i.m 'wm]:m.u:, b= part of & |."||.1:'|E, uf
which Urstetbridge foemed the centre. In gscending
aty parcicular lull, ba sacertaincd the boasinges ga pearly
an b= could by me=ana of the sun, Bwoo, or 2t and
setthed in Ris mind the exact direction in which Caster.
bodge &nd Elzabeth-Tanc lay, Soeering at himsclf
for bis weakness, h= yet =very boor—nay, sney ew
minutce—aconjectured her actions for the time heing—
Ber siiting dewo aod osing wp, bor poings amd comings,
Gl thonght of Newson™ and Farfrae's coumec-inloence
would pass like & oold Bast over o pool, and eHoce her
itmage. And then b woold say of Bimactl ‘O yon
fook | AD thia tout w dawghter whe is no deoghter
of thime*'

AR 1::11.51‘]1. he ohained =mploment at his amn oceupa-
Han of hay-rresacr, work of that sort being in demand
at thiy gytump ome Tl weos of his hiring a5 &
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pastaral formn ngar the ol weatem highway, whow courss
wus U cracncd of &ll such Ccommonications R+ paseed
betweeq the sy centces of movelly and the remote
Weapex boroughe e bad chosep the nephbeuchood
ol chis arteey from & sense that, stoated ere, heogh at
A dmimpee of Oy miles, be wat virually nearer 1o har
whose weliare waa wn dear than be woul] be at o roacds
less spot only half 81 remote,

And thus Heoelard Rund hioetsll ages ode s pess
ciie ptanding which be had oocopied  Breand-twenty
yearg before, Exiemally thers =as noching to hinder
his making anockher ctaet on the wpwand sbepe, and by
biy new bghts achieving higher thiogs than his soul in
its hRlF-Eorrmeed state hod besn able €0 acoomplish,  Tut
the Dagenioua mechinere oantived by the Gods for re-
dn;;ing humn pﬂ&&i.h:iliﬁu uf amelirwabon e m.inim.um
—which prrenges that wisdom o do shall come par
parsw with the departore of sect for deing—stood in tha
Wiy of all thakt. He lad oo wish tp make a0 arent 2
pecood time ¢f 2 warld that had become £ mare paintst
pcene b0 himm,

Wery often, 09 bus bay-knife cuoched down aowng
the rwestamellig ey stemg, he =ould sureey man-
kird and say (0 himaclf: "Hera aod sverywhose be
Iolk dping bebiore their vowe Lke Soved leavet, thangh
wanterd by thee fomilies, the country, and the world;
whila T, an outcast, an cocumberer of the groood,
wanled by nobody, and desposed by all, Live oo agaact
my ml*

He oflen kept rn tger ear upon the cooversaten of
those wha pacisd s'ong the road—wn (oo & gecenl
curicsity oy any means—Inet 10 th= bope that omang
theye trvellers (o and fmm Casterbridge some would,
grpner of Lakce, spealk of thed place, The diwoes,
boveaver, Was tod great Lo lebd much probalality to bis
esire ; opd the highest msult of his sttention to wiy-
pide words wap that ha did indesd hewr the pama
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| Do pbecbridys” uitsred ane dar bp the driver of & mad-
waggon,  Flencharmd man o the gate of the Beld be
worked i, and hedled tha speaker, =ho wR3 & ptranger.

1 e I'we come Ffom e, m.liner,' ke saicl, o
roE=mer ta [enchacd’s inquigy, 41 toocde op and dawn,
ye kvow; thouph, what =ith 1hia kraveling withoog
harses thal's gettog s oormioon, Bf work will aoon
ke done.!

* Anylthing twlig e e old place, mid T ack "

1 A1 the ome a3 wanal”’

‘T'va beard that Mre, Ferfres, the late mayor, ia
thankang of geeting macded Now 3 tha Loue o
n=tdr

‘T oculdn's cay for the Lifs o me, b no, I ahoold
think poot”*

® But yep, Jobo—you forged’ seid 4 women invide
the wagroti-tbt, ' Whal sweero thar packapes we @
there mt ihe beginning ot the week? Serly ey
ghid & wedding was coming off soon—on Martin'
Layt!

The man Jeclpred he cememberard nnthing about 5I'.;
and the wegran went on pngling oree the hill

Henchard was convinced thae the soman's pemar
wrved et well, The outn was an erfremely mobable
odtes, thera being Bo psaaom for delay e rcither s3de.
He might, For that matter, wnte and iniqoie of Elza-
beeth ; buk his ingtinet for pequestriion heg made tha
courde dificull, Yet bedore ha lefl her, abe had said
that foe kim tn be oleent from Ber weddiop wat ooe ax
ahe wished i to be

Tha temembrabce would continually revive in hio
mow that it way ot Llicsabeth and Farfre= who had
doven him away from them, bat hia sen haughty sense
that hixs presence wax ro loopger dpairsd.  He bed
apumed the returm of Wewsan, wathout alacbure proed
thae 1l Capraih msant bo rataem; 580 lese that Eliza-
beth-Jane would weloome bim; asd with mo proof
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whotewer that if h= did c=tecn be would stay. Whot
if hie had been misteken in his views | 31 there had been
ner Boeersainy Lhae his own abaoluls seperacion feom ber
he Jneed stauld b= involvesl in thes= unbeacd ing-
dents - To make one more pttempt to be neag ber: 10 g0
back ; w ser Dok, ra plead his cauac before her, bo acsk
fargiveoess for his fraud, 1 =odmvour somucusly to
hold hiF own im her love ) 3F was warth the msk of e
pulse, &y, af life juelf,

Bet bow w initiate thiy Feveral of all his former
repalvey, without causing hushend snd wite da despica
bien Bor Jua ineracsisbeaesy, Wad B guestion shich suds
him trembie and broed.

g cot ard out his trusess two deys maore, and then
ha concluded bis hesitaneies by & swdden eeckless
tleterminarion tn go e the wedding festivty,  Wether
writing oor meassge wonld be expected of him.  She
had regretted hig deciawvn e e abeerd—his snantic-
pated presence would B che bul= ooeausbed cornee
that would protably have place in her just hear with-
out hic.

To totrude s littls of his personality sa possble
o 8 pay ovent with which thet personality cowld
ghaw nolbing e kseping, ha decaded sob w owke his
pppearance=  Hl =vening—when stiffoess woold have
wom off, and & genthe wish to ket bygona W bygones
would eremios 13 sway ju all hezoa,

He ctad=d on Eﬂ-ul, Ewrde |:u.lr.'r:rr.|i.1'.|].|;: buetiare 54, Martio's
tids, mllowing himaclf sbout pixteen miler to peplorm
far each of tlee lwwes days' purncy, peckogong the wed-
d.i:ng-llu].' aa ane=, There= was nmJ:r {oOe e, Shotishord,
oA rnyimportance slong his courss, e here he stopped
an tha sssad oight, wot ooly @ reak, but w prcpees
hime=lf for the next ev=ning.

Fopscasing no clothes but tha working suit e atond
In—=pow Habwd wnd distorisd by thelt owo moncha of
hrdpugg,h:enlmdp.:hﬁptq m.:.b:lum.-:pu.‘[ﬂuﬂu
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whirh sheald put hio, ecternally ar any mare 2 littke
in harmooy with the preeailing tone of the moreo,
A twogh yer respectable ocat and hat, a pew shirl and
neck-clach, weee the chuef of these ; and baving satiafisd
biencelll that in appearance st least he would et oo
offend her, 1= procesdsd o e oo inleesting pani.
cilar of 'hug,"i:ng; her some present.

What should that peesent bed He welked sp and
down the atreer, vepatditig dubigualy 1le display o 1w
shop windows, from a glonmy senss that what he might
mosl Lke to give ber wonld e bepend hie miserabls
pocker  AA beopih a caged pabdioch orer Jus eye. Tl
rage was o plin and small one, th= ahop humble, and
on Snquiry be comcluded be could aford the modest
sum ask=d. A she=t of oswespaper wod ted rowod e
little creatues's wim prisan, and with the wapped op
cage in his hand Henchard sought R ledming for 1he
night.

Mext dry he aet oyt opon the last stage, and was
tron within the dictrict which bwed been his teading-
groundl in lygans pearn. Tadl of the dilance he
imrclled by carrier, seating himsalf o the darkest
corher af the back of thar drador'a van ) and as the
other [KSSETTETS, m.:L'mI_:." maen gn:u':u.g bt juu:rnl.':r:,
mounied and slightod in front af  Henchand, they
wlked over much [eoal news, not the least portion of
this h=ing the weldding then in course of celekrlion
At the town t'h-g:.r TR nc.:.ring. IL :.'|:-|:|r.=.'n=r] Frnm
thae acrponts that che sown bamd had been hired
b the evening party, and, lest e comdwal ine
princed of that bodwv sheadd get the tettor of thedr
shill, = further #lep lad been taken of cigaging
the string band Erom Budmouth, so that ilme: woueld
ke & roeporove of harmony o Dbl teck ypon in ceee
of o==d.

1lr huaed, however, hat 2w particitlars bepomrl thaas
Incen to him alesady, the incideot of the decpest
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inter=at pmothiey joorney heiny Ue sedt pesbing af the
Casterbridge  bells, which reachesd the trovellery’ sany
while the van pawsed oo the top of Yelboey IO to
hawe the dﬂ.g lowered. Tl vare wat ju:t afrer twrde=
o olock.

Those awdes were & pignal 1hat alk hed gons wall ;
that there had be=n no sbip 'twist cep aod Lp o this
cast . that Elizabeth-Jene and Vonald Farfros were man
and wfe.

Henchard i mot @re o ode aoy fucther with hs
chattering eompanions efter hearing this sound.  In-
decd, it quice anmnneed hing; and o poravanee of his
plan of ool sbhowing lotosell v Castettridye sicet il
:v:.n;ing, lext he shoold mqu'tifr Farffme ond his hrigs,
he alighted here, with his bundle aAnd kird-cage, and
wat soon 1t a8 & lomely Agues on the beoad whaea
hjghwa‘g’.

It wha the hill near which he had waited fo meer
Fadfras, alinost [(wo years easlier, to cebl loen of che
perigus jUness of his wife locstta. The place s 1n-
changed ; the tame larchea sighed 1he seme notes | bat
Fardrua had anplher wifoeaod, 232 Henchand koew, &
beiter one. He ooly boped thar Elizeheth- Jane had
obdgined A better bome then bed been herm at the
Formear b,

He massed the remainder of the sfiemoon in &
coriona high-stneng oondition, wnable (o doe mouch b
think af ke approaching mestidg with e, apd aadly
aatire hima=ll for his =ontiona thereon, 52 5 Samsao
shorm.  Such An innovation on Casterbridge customa
a2 a Hitting «f bodegroom and hhde feom de bawn
ltnmediately afi=c the caremony, was not LkeJy, bot if o
shoulid have wken place he would wail till their eefom-
To as5ure himacll on (his point he asked a inarketman
when nsar the rough 3f the newly-mamsed oople hard
gons awny, amdd wog promptly infoomcd that (oey bad
oot; they were At thet howr, according Lo all aeanta,

g4
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enterinlning & booseful of guests o e Jeme in Coro
Bireed

Henchard doated his bowds, waslosd his bands st the
ciraregde, and procesled gp the town onder the feehle
lamps, He oesd have made oo ingwiries beforeband,
bor oh deawing owr Fadme's residence it was plain te
the lmst chsenant that Festrdty prevailed within, and
that Donekd hiraseliaharsd it, his voico boing disiiireely
audibde b the alnet, gving strong expeesson Lo &
eong of his dear rative country, that he lawed o
well g never to bave reddsited S Idlers were swasd.
itbg on s parement io front; and wishing o esoge
tha potice of these Henchard passed quickly om §o 4he
doae,

It was wide open ; the hall was Jightsd extrovogantly,
A prople were geing up and down the Gtaira,  IHis
couragn filad him ; v enter focisore, laden, aod pooely
dressed ioio the midst of such resplendsncy, was to
bring needlesa humiliniion wpan her he laved, if oot to
court repulss oo 1t liosband. Acceeordiogly be went
maund ints the stre=t gt the hack that he new 5o wrll,
entared the garden, and cawe guictly Deto the housa
thrsugh e kaeleen, temporanty depestiog the bacd
and] cage underc a bosh ontside, to Inspen the swkwang-
neA ol hia amiva,

Sxlilnde and sadoess had zo smalbared Henchanl
that be now fmced circamatanecs he would formely
bave peormed, and be began bo wish that be had oo
bakan wpon bimself oy argwe a1 soch & junctor= Howe
erer, his poogress wag mede oncxpectedly casy by his
dcovering skone in Lbhe bchen an ebdecly woman
whor asmucier]l ro be octing ax prmvisiona] housskesper
doring the conwglstone from #hich Farrac's cetablish-
ment wed just thet suffenng.  Shbe wus cust of Hhows
people whom nodhing surprees, and though to ber, 2
toral steanger, bis tequest must have scemod odd, she
willingly roluateersd o go up and bducem the oasler
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and misiress of the hoose that fa homble ol Eend
brad com,

(I second thouglis ale =id chatl he lad Telber
n wRit in the ktchen, bt come op inte the litlle=
Lack-parleur, which wae cmpty,  Fle ihereupon fol
Irwed le=r Yotdeer, and she Jeff loew,  Just av she had
gok Roross the Landing o the doar of the Jw=t pardoor
a dance wan eteuck wp, and ghe retarned 1o say that
sh= woaold wan oll duat was over before aniouncing
him—Mr. and M. Fardme haring both jeined io the

T,

The donr of the oot oo had been takien off its
hinges to give mege afane, and that of the moom Hen
chard ser in being ajar, he could seo fTactipnat parts of
the dancers wlebievet tae pranons teeught them var
the decrway, chiefiy in the shape af the skirts of dreses
and sireaming cutls of Twirj topether with ebont ihree-
At of the Yand, in probls, ivcleding the pestlees
shalrw of & Bddler's efbow, and the Llip of 1the boos
vic] bow,

Tl gmery jareed wpen Henchaed's apities ; and
T rnold ot rnite understand why Fadme, & ouch
sobered man, end a widower, who hed had hie trazls,
eliowld bave wbed fur it all, holvilhstanding e dack
that he wnx qui.l:-l: 4 jyouny oan sbll, and |.|l.1i.-|i.'|_1'
kindledl te enthusinsm by dence snd sgong.  That
the quist Eluaketh, who had long apo appraiaed Jife
at o momdemie value, and who koew, 0 spie= of ber
maidznhond, that marripge »aE a5 & nOe po dandng
malice, Bhoeld bhave kad sest for chis eevcley sweprized
him stll our=  Huwever, yuung peaple could nol
b guite old people, e condluded, and oestomo was
CaBipotont

With 1= progress «f the dance the pedormers
spread out somewhat, and ¢han for the Gest timoe L
caught 8 glimpse of the ones dewpised dapghler who
hid tnast=rml him, and made his hepet gehe  She
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wan In & dresi of white xslk ar sating, h= wg3 not
TiEar Ennugh 1o sy nhirh—snnwy while, withouwt &
tinge of milk or creAmsl anwd the expersion of her
fice mas poe of neroos pleasure =ther than of
guicty, FPosently Frrme came rownd, his exobecase
Scorch moverent making lom comapiouoos oA
tarmoent  The pu.'ir wur= not rlnnring !ng-.-.l:h:r, bt
Henchard could discern 1hat whenever 1the chamges of
the figure made teetn e pariness <f 4 maoeoy, ther
ecnedioc bosathed a2 much suhtler exs=nre thep ak
other fimer.

By deprecs Henchard besime aware dul the mea-
ture wis sl by some= one who oor-Yarfaedl Fodms in
maltatmry intensomeps,  Thic ®as strange, And il waa
steammer Lo Bed thae the aclipiing pecionius was Eliza-
betl.Jan='s partme=r.  ITe first time that Henchard saw
him be wag swerning grandly tound, his head guivering
and low dowar, haa lega a0 the focm of e X and g
back towands = dowvr.  The next time he =me= rcund
in the other direction, bis white wnistcost proceding
his face, and his 1oey peecediong lus whare waiaecead,
Thar happy fare—Henrhord's complet=  discombfiture
by init. It =as Mewson's, who hod indeed come opd
mapplenied lom,

Henchanl pashed tn the donc, end for spmoe e=cnonda
made we olher movement, He mess to his fext, end
Gtowcad ke & datk nun, obscored By ¢ lhe ghade frem
his own scul wpthegwn.”

But hie was oo longet the man v stand thoet reveraca
unmorsd,  His agptation woy great, and e would fin
heee been gone, but before be could lears the donce
had eoded, the howscheeper had informed Elisabeth-
Tane of the strunger wler awaoted ber, and sbe eolered
the rowarn 'imrrbl:ﬂ.i.-:.tl:l].',

EObh—it is—Mr. Henchardi1' sbe  said, ster'ing
Ik,

" What ; Elizsbeth 7' e oried, a5 he seized ber baods
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*What do yod say P M Bapebard?  Doo’t, dowh
soourpe me Jike thatl  Call me worhleas old 1ancharg
= anpibing—hor don't ‘s be 0 cold am dthiaf  Oh,
my pn.i.d—] ee YU lave dnetlemr— a4 bl Datbesr 3o
my place, Then oo kogw pll; tnt don®t give Al
your thought to him! Do ye seve a Litle room
for me|*

Sbe fuched up, and gently drew her hand peway. '
eould have loved vouw alwave—I wowld have, gladly)
soid she. ' Bub how n I when I bbow yoo have de-
coived me 50— 'h':l:l:ul}l dea=ived mal Yoqu perunded
mwa that my Lather wa6 nor my father—allowsd me e
live on in igoorance of cthe tootls for e and ehen
whan he, mF warm-hearted r=al father, mme= to find me,
cruelly somd him w3y with R wicked inwention of my
dearh, which resrly hooke oz hesrt. Ob oo ean 1
Iove, ordo mgt'hi.ng: muowe or, & man who hea s=rved o3
liks thial®

Henchard's Lips hadfl jcted to begin eo eogranation
But be shyt them op Jike & vies, rud ottersd not a
soand.  How should be, thers and then, set belors her
with ary effect the pallbistive of his grent Swlts—cha
he tad himesll bern decemived tn her fdentity ot furst,
6l informed by ber mother's lewter that his cwn chikd
hed Jied; than io e decood acmantion, his lie Lad
bezo the last desperate throw of 3 pamester who besd
ber affecdion better than his own bonour @ Ameng the
many himdrances 1o sich o pleading, nor the bea
wus fhis, thet he did not sufficently salue himself 2
Tesaen his sufferings by stenoous sppeal or elabomte
argument

Wn.iving, t.'l'u:rdnn:._, hix 'Fr.'ni|eg1: of sl fenne, 1
regarded only ber discompesure, S Don™t ye divres
Faursll g my accsunt,’ b said, witk proud superdonty.
' I woubd neot wash it—at yuch & Hme, (oo, RF this I
hewe done wmong in coming to ‘ce—I Bes my e
Fuk it ix oply for onex, a0 forgwe 1t T bewer teoabls
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‘me apain, Elusbsth.JTane—no, oot oty dying dayl
Govrd might,  Crd-bpe 17

Then, befare she could collect her thooghsa, Hen-
chard wete cul fooed her cooms, and depacted from the
howse Ly the back way a3 be bad come; and she s
Lim oo mora



ILv

IT wn abowl 3 bealth aftor Lbe day wlach clased wa
in the last chapeer.  Elizabeith-Tune bad grown accies
tomed to the novely of ber sitgpiion, and the only
diffepanie borgeen Donald's moveraends lsow &od Focs
merly wan, that b lustened indoors miher mome qickly
aflce busingss ours than he had besn in the habit of
diing Jur sore time,

Bewson lad srayed b Caslechodye {liree daps after
the wodding party (whoss gaiety, on might have been
awrenised, ™as of his making rather shan of the wuacied
mu]:-]e":}, and w3t sabed ar and boooured os Lemome
the retpmel Crose= of tThe boor.  Hub whether or poe
bevanse Casterbridge was difficuls 1o exeite by deanaric
retornt abnd Jdisappraroeees, teoogh laving been far
centgries AR assime lwn, in which =ensational exits
from the world, amtipodean absences, and such like,
werg lalf vesely oocurecness, 1o inlakbicaoy did oot
oltnpmiber Joz= thesr @owaniooty &n bis armoont.  On
the fourth moenicg he was discoversd discensalabdy
eliokihg & hill, ib hia craving to gt & gliopse of the
sea from sumewhers or other. Tle contiguity of sali
wmafer e to be such o meressity of his cxistenrs
that he prefeered Budmeeuth fa & place of residecs,
tutwithiatanding the soviaty of dos daughtar in the atles
towr. 'lI'hitker 1z went, and setaled in Todgioge i s
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gre=n-shullecsd oo abich had & bow.wandaw, Juetiog
out pufficiently to . 13 glimpees of a vertial stip of
blua ara to any one opooing the eash, sied leaoing
forward fur mcugh U0 lock 1lsroopl & namuw lare of
tall intereening houwps

Elizabedh Tane wan stending in she middls of ber
up:lain pa.rll.lur, ur.il!iu.:ﬂ}' :|une1ring sOe= [E-Arrange-
ment of articles, with hee head to ene side, =hen the
Lowtembin] came in wish the anpounsesen, SOy pleisa
mo'am, we knew now Low that hird-cage ame thers.

In r.:'p]nri.ng T=r mew Somain t:lur]ng the Tirst mesl
of resddence, gading with critical satisfection on this
cheerful roum and tlar, penectnting otiowsly intwe
dark oollers, spdlying fomh wich gingerkr tread do dhe
garden, mow kal-arown with ssumn winds, med thua,
lik= 2 wiae Bell-marslal, estioaling e cpahilities of
the zite wheregn she was about 19 open her bowse
kecpatp campaign—Dhies. Dooald Farfre had diseaweced
in a scemeoed coroer a oew birdamge, shrooded in
neEspaper, And &t the Eattam of the cnze w licck: Tall
of Beathers—the dead body of 8 goldfinch,  Molwdly
couald eell ey Baw s birnl and e hadl come ther-;
though that the preor hicle spngsier bnd been atared
to death wes evident, The gadiess of tha jocadeat
had made an impression on ber.  5be hol oot Ebeen
able to forget it Eprodowe, Aespite Farfrae’s lender
tarvber ; and opow whin the oaiber bad been nmcaly
Furgotien it it dymin revwed,

'R, please ma'sm, we knoow how dhat bird-cace
canse theme,  That Erer't aoen who clled on e
erening of Lhe wedding—he was s=en wi' it in his hand
a3 he oame gp the atroet; and 'tis thoughied chat ho
put it down while he rama i with Juoy ovessiyge, and
Lhen wenk ammy :I'nrgctl.‘i:ng where k= hod Yeft it."

Thap was £oough to 6ot Elizaketh chinking, and in
thinking she sezed badd of the dde, at ope feminins
bound, that the cged hied had been brought by Flen-
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chard far her, 83 & wedding gift and token ol repent
ance  He ladd oot expressed, 490 her ony migrett oe
excaece ior what be bad done in the paat; botit wma
& part of hug patoes to eatesusts boching, and liva on
anm one of lin own worst accusen.  She went =1T]8
looked at the cage, boried the stareed BHie Fingss, and
ot $lar bowr her heart sofessd wowards vha aedl
alienated man.

When her huatand came in she told him her sola-
tien f tha bird-cags mpeecy; and begred Donald bo
help her in Brding eut, ar anon as posable, whither
Henohard had haniahed himeelf, chat she might make
her prcack with hum; tey ea do somechosg bo pender his
fab= less that of an wotast, and meore tolerable ta bhim
Alitugh Iaefrae hod pever £o passivoately lked Hen-
chard a3 Henchard had liked hien, ha kad, en the othcee
hand, newer 3¢ passioont=ly hated in the sume diesclios
a3 hir former fiend had dons; and he wra theecdoe
oot the knae indiaposod to gasict Elizabeth-Tans in her
lowadalde plan

Dot it »=s Ty no means ooy 10 30t about disoows-
Ing Henchard, He had appacenely suek imo the erth
cn l=wing Mr and M= Furfrae's doowr.  Elizateah.
Jane remembersd what be hed e sitempted ; and
teembled.

Bov thinugh sbe di! nor know i, Heochard had
beromes o changrd mwan sinoe then—an far, that is, as
change of coorfbonat basis can JusGiy auch a radicsl
phrss ;. aod sbe needed not o fear. To b few ot
Fortree’s jnquirkes chicited that Hepchetd hed been
peen, by ane who Enew him, welking steadily along the
Mebhester bughwby msiwand, ab twelve ofcdock de ndghe
—in other wromds, estroing his steps on the ToRd by
which he bad comea,

Thlis w43 enovgh; and the next wewning Fardfoe
might have been discrewred driving his gig owt of
Casterbridge in chat direction, Elizabeth-Tana cisdog
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bevide him, wrpped inn thicl: Bat for—the wictprinm
of the pericd==hir comphdon somewhat richer tham
formeadly, 20d an tnoopieot mateendy dignily, which the
serene Minermaeyes of ore "whose graturss beamed
wifh mind " raade becoodng, settlg on hee face, Haee
ing bersell woriied at o promisiog haven fom at least
the grosser droubles of Ber life, her object wag to place
Hevehard in atme sioulic quistode belore Ba ahould
sink tntg that [ower stags of exislemce which wux onby
rop popsible to Bim now,

Aller drving alang the Lhighdny for & fer males they
made fyrther ingnires, snd leamt of & mad-mender,
who Tnd been working thereaboura for weeke, that he
berd otasre=d such & man ar tha lime mentisned ; he
had Jeft the Melchetsr coachomad ot Weatherbory by
# krking highway #hich skirted tha north of Egdon
Heath. Inte chis mad they slireceed the borss's bead,
and poon wers bowling ecoosa that zncient sountry
whote surface nver had been stireed io-a finger®s deph,
sve by the scrachings of bliv, since booshed oy
the feet gl the eardizst tribes.  The tumuli theas e
left Behind, dun and shagged wich beather, junied
raundly ot et 2ky foum the uwplands, as theogl de=y
were the full bresats of Dhans Multimemmis mapinely
extended there,

They searchel Eplon, bat fooed ne Henchaod
Farfraz drove onwagd, and by the afiemaan pesehed the
neighbourhocd of some extension of the heath 1o the
north of Avglelucy, & prominsct feature of which, in
the form of & Hlaated clump of fics on the snmmit of a
hill, they soon paased upder,  Thal e moad chey were
ﬁ:nllml-]ng buad, up ko this |h:|i.r.||!, bern Henchard's tark
ao fogt fhey were pretty certain ) but the mmifications
which now began to reveal themaehes o s oube
wde further FrUgTan in the :ri.ght directon & matter af
puare puesework, And Donald strongly advised hia wife
o give up the s=mch In persoo, aned orust po other
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oueane for oblainitg wews of ler stepfather,  They wera
nuw a seoee of sul=s of =1 from bome, Tat, by restang
the horse far 2 couple of hanrs st a village they hed just
traversed, ic would be possible to pet Tack to Caster-
brodpe Jat same day ;. while o go moch Joriker afield
wguld reduce them to e neressity of @mping st Bt
the night; =&nd that =311 nwks 2 hale in a Eevercign,
Baid Furlrae.  5Sle pondered the posilinzd and ageeed
with ham

e poongdingly deew ecin, Bl belere peversing thair
direction pavsed & owment, and Jeoked wagucly mownd
upsn the wide country which the glevatel pngbon dis-
cInsed. While shey booked, & so0litry human Form mme
fecom wpder the cluop of Lomes, abd erossed shead of
theor  The pecson was some labaurec; bis jaib was
shambding, bis regrrd fixed in front of him oy absplglely
BE if b woes blinkers: and o his and be camied & few
aucks.  Hamng crossed the Toad he descended s a
mvineg, whers g cottage revealed itself, which he sntered.

"I it were oot oeo far away (rom Casterbndge 1
sbtuld sy Ual must be poor Whaetle,  'Tid juae Tike
him, gbseeved Tizabeth-Tane

eapd in mpr be YWhittle, for be's never been o The
ward Ueose thibde waskd, poang awap withowr sajing any
wnrd at al1; and I owing him for 1w daps” wock, mthe
out knoeing whe to pav it to)”

The poscbabiey led thenn e alight, and at lzaae make
ATy innuiny & the citge  Farfrae hiwhed the o=in3 1o
the gate-pest, ard they approached what wag of homble
dwellingd surely e lumblest, The walls, kil of
Yneadal clay ooginally acel with 4 1mowel, lad becn
worm by years of min-wrshings o & lumpy emmbling
auree, channelicd and aunken foam its plane, its gray
rentd hald egeeher bece and tsere by & l=aly crcap of
ivy which could smmely And substance nnnugh Far Wi
puarpese. Leaves frem v femce had been Blosm inde
the cotnets of the doorway, und Ly there wpdistoebed
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The dor was ajar; Face boovcked ; apd he wlhe
ptoed bedfore them was Whillle, ax they had canjeciured
Hia faco showcd moaeks of deep sadness, his eyes
tighting oo them with an oofecosed gaze ) and be aall
bheld in hig hand the few stirks he had heen oat o
pather, A goon A3 Be Tecogniced chem he storted,

' Whar, Abel Whittle } 39 it chae yo oare heref b oand
Fartrac,

fAy yed iir|  Youw gce be wea kind-like to mother
whan abe wer here Telaw, thaugh ‘s was rough b oare

EWho are 7ou talking of #*

FOh, ar—Mre. Hewcher ! Dridn's ye kirow il 7 He's
just gnnb—:l.hnut halfar-haur oz, ber Lbe sun ; fir Fve
got ng watch to mr neme’

i Wot-dexd P ' faliercd Elizale il Tans,

' ¥es, ma'am, he's gon=l He wan kind-lke o
miother when abe wor berg below, sending ber (he best
shipwiml, &ud haedly any ashes from b en all; and
taties, arnd auchlike thar were vERy needful 1o her. T
g en go down eireet on 1he night of your sership-
ful's waddang to the lady & wec 33de, and T chaughe
T Tooked Tow and @altemog.  And 1 followed =0 orec
the poad, and e taerned and zecd me, and seid S Yag
fForlack ! But I followed, and lw lumeed agam, and
gaid, =103 you hear, sir? On Yack 1™ Bot I zeed that
be was low, and [ followst on <fill-  Theo “a said,
MW hillle, what 4o ye Bllow ioe for when Dy wold ye
to g0 tack all these timea P And 1 said, * Recuss,
sir, I acn shings be bad wilth "eo, and ye wer kind-like
ttn mulher i P Tere l:uup;h o me, aod T wewld fuin bye
kind-like b3 ypia®  Then he walked ong andd 1 Gpllowed ;
aid he never complained at oe oo moes,  Weo wriked
an hke 1dat alk ogght; ard in the bee of the marning,
when "twan hardly day, 1 looked ehead o me, and Eozeeil
thay he wasobled, and coweld bardly drag along, By that
time we had gat past bece, but [ had se=n that Lhiz
houet was empop A3 I went by, and I got him 1o come
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back ; and I took down the boards from the wandaws,
and Lelped him inside.  ** 'What, Whatthe,” Le said, ' and
an ye really be yuch 8 poot food fool a3 to cara for auch
pwreichies IF'" Thes I ment aa furher, abd some Bemgh.
berurly waodbien lent me & bed, and a chair, and o feer
other traps, and »e bought “em Tees, Rod roede him s
comfortabobs 82 »e could.  Bot e dids't gain stesnmih,
for you gee=, ma‘am, b cookio™ 2at—oo, oo appetite st
ell—ansd he got weaker; and to-dey be died. Ome of
the neighbours have goms 0 st & MAR L3 EELSONG
him”

F Dear me—is that wa [ said Farfras,

An for Elizabath, she aaid sothieg,

FUTpon ths Bened OF bis el be pinned o piees of paper,
with some writing upan i, conboued Abel Whittle ¢ But
not being & mRn o' lotters, I can't read whiring ) so I
don's kiow what 12 iv. T @i get it and shgw 3!

Thev sigoid in, silences while be mo inks the cottage )
mLuThing in & meement wath @ crumpled seeap of pepes,
On il thers waa peacilled as follomws :—

"MicHakl Hencuaan's Wil

"Thae Elignbth-Jare Faeleae bt oot tobd of my deathy of
mady {0 prHews on aereand of me,

*& that | ba aak hus*d in consecrslml ground

"B thar o sevian be acked 1oodall 1he L

"k that pobody ia wished 19 see oy dend edy,

"4 that na momers walk behind me at oy funersl

*f that oo Boors be planied oo my grooe

' that na mao remember me

"To thia 1 put my oams,

'Mickaxn HEwcHaRD!

EWhat nre we to do?" paid Doneld, when he bhad
banded (be paper w et
Sha could pot engwer distinetly, =0 Donadd [ che
said gt lest through her tears, ' what brtermesy Les theesd
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Ob T wanld ngt heve minded 30 mach §F it had et
boon Gor that Lest paming| o o . But thoee's o alvasing
=—ki7 L[t oust be."

What Heschard had wnies o U angoish of hls
dyibg waa respecied 2 far on pactroble by Lfizaheth-
Jane, though besg from o gobse of the sacpedness of laak
worde, a8 such, than foou ber thdependent kaewledge
that the e who wrole them meant what be gzid, She
kne=w the directions to be & picee of the same stodf that
his whale Lic was mede of, and beeie wers Dol o be
umpewd mith L Ei'ru herself 2 moomtul '|'.||=u.':l|.|r=, b1
ber hisland credit for large-heartednees.

ALl wap over at Last, oweb hee regrera for evog miw
bndecaraod Jum oo his lase vine, for e baying s=arche=id
hion out SrILEr, ﬂu:mgh 1hooe were dr.-l:p or.d ahn.rp for
A goed while,  Froen thia ome ferwsrd Blicabeth-Tace
und hecsell in @ latituce of calme wecher, Lindly and
grateful in itsedf, and dowhly so alter the Caphamaom
in which forne of hey peeceding yeams had been £preed,
A he Tvely and sparking cowtions af her aarly besrned
bte cobers=l inlp an expuable aseoiy, the Boer move-
ments of ber nabges found scope in discovering ta ihe
tarrow-lived oies aseund her the secrec 4an she'had
omece Jearnt L) of making limiled opporunites sodur-
ahle; which she decnied to consat in the canning en-
nrgemickr, by & Bpecic: of mucrosonpic trenoeny of
ke onnute frma of satidaction that affsr themsalves
to evaryhody Tt in pesitive pain; whigh, thia handled,
have much of the same wspiriling offect wpoo life as
wider ioferesis corserily eolbaced.

I=r tearhing hed & reflex action upon hersedf, inse-
mxh thee chd shought ahe could porccive i great pere
sonal differenoe [=tween being respected in the nether
patts of Casteebridge, and glotified at the gppermest
etd o dhe cocwml warld,  Her pesition =af, ihdesd,
to 4 marked degree uoe thar, v O comoan phicace,
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afforded much o e thankial far, That she was not
deioonstratively chankful woa po GGult of bera.  Hor
expecence lad been of 2 kind e teach her, rgddly
e wrongly, that the doasofal honpue of & el toangit
theough & aorry world bardly called for effucivenscs, wven
when Bl patl way suddenly szradaated 2t some half-say
point by dayvbesras drh ox hars,  Hut her stiong seose
that neither she nor any boman being desareed less than
wad given, d1d not blind Let 1o Lhe Got 1hay ehiere werg
ethecs reverinyg less who had desecved moch mone
And in teing foecmd 4o clees herself zmang the fprtsinate
e did noc ooeee fo wonder st rhe perssooncs of the
unfuressen, when thi= e 1 whiom soch wnbeaken -
quil]iw had he=n aoonrded In the adulg stage= was e
whose youth Tad pecmed to teach that happincse wan
bt cha oorasional episode jn a genceal dowa of pain,

TIEtE END
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